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PREFACE 

Having  for  many  years  collected  notes  and  evidences  concern- 
ing various  families  of  my  own  or  similar  names  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  the  result  was  a bulky  and  somewhat 
confused  accumulation.  A valued  friend,  the  late  John  Paul 
Rylands,  F.S.A.,  to  whom  I showed  it,  suggested  that  it  would 
be  interesting  to  have  some  sections  reduced  into  a connected 
narrative.  Hence  the  present  volume,  which  contains  the 
stories  of  three  families — all  of  some  note  in  their  day  though 
now,  it  would  seem,  extinct  in  the  male  line — for  which  the 
material  was  most  abundant. 

The  three  appear  to  have  had  origins  quite  independent  of 
each  other,  and  yet  several  curious  coincidences  will  be  noticed. 
One  of  the  most  obvious  is  that  their  surnames,  originally 
Reydon,  Rydon,  or  Rodon  (or  similar  forms),  all  in  course  of 
time  became  Roydon  or  Royden.  The  Yorkshire  Rawdon 
also  took  this  form  at  times. 

The  Reydons  of  Suffolk,  the  most  prominent  of  the  three, 
for  they  attained  knightly  rank  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
centuries,  were  continued  in  the  male  line  by  a younger  branch 
which  settled  in  North-east  Essex,  where  their  residence  or 
its  present-day  successor  is  still  called  Roydon  Hall.  Early 
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in  the  sixteenth  century  a scion  of  this  family.  Thomas  Roydon, 
settled  at  East  Peckham  in  Kent,  in  a district  in  which  the 
surname  Roydon  had  been  known  for  some  time,  though 
unfortunately  the  bearers  of  it  cannot  be  traced  continuously 
as  a family.  Wag  this  a mere  coincidence,  or  did  Thomas 
settle  there  because  he  had  distant  kinsmen  living  in  the 
neighbourhood  ? There  is  no  sign  of  any  communication 
between  them.  He  called  his  house  Fortune , a name  probably 
significant,  for  he  appears  to  have  amassed  a considerable 
estate  quite  early  in  life.  The  motto  inscribed  on  the  porch 
and  walls — COME  ■ IE  • TROVVE — may  have  some  relation 
to  the  unrecorded  story.  Through  the  deaths  of  sons  and 
graridsons  his  estates  passed  very  shortly  after  his  own  death 
to  his  daughters  and  their  children,  yet  his  house  at  East 
Peckham  still  commemorates  him  by  its  name  of  Roydon  Hall. 

A fortunate  circumstance  in  tracing  the  descent  of  the 
Reydon  family  was  the  presence  of  a large  number  of  their 
charters  in  the  British  Museum.  From  the  endorsements  on 
some  of  them  it  is  clear  that  they  were  once  in  the  possession 
of  Sir  Symonds  D’Ewes,  the  seventeenth-century  antiquary 
and  historian,  and  he  no  doubt  had  them  through  his  wife 
Anne,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  William  Clopton.  Sir  William 
was  the  great-grandson  of  John  Clopton  of  Kentwell,  who,  as 
related  in  the  text,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of 
John  Roydon  of  Ramsey. 

Then  by  a third  coincidence  the  Rodons  or  Roydons  of 
Bromfield  in  Denbighshire  derived  their  origin,  according  to 
the  family  tradition,  from  Kent,  settling  in  Bromfield  in  the  mid 
fifteenth  century  as  agents  of  the  family  of  Nevill  Lord  Aber- 
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gavenny,  a family  into  which  a son  of  the  above-named  Thomas 
Roydon  afterwards  married.  Though  John  Rodon  of  Isycoed, 
serjeant-at-arms  to  Henry  VII.  and  Henry  VIII.,  probably 
knew  of  Thomas  Roydon  of  East  Peckham,  there  is  no  sign 
that  he  asserted  any  kinship ; indeed,  the  arms  assigned  to 
him  are  quite  different  from  those  of  Thomas.  The  house  at 
Isycoed  is  still  known  as  Roydon  Hall. 

The  question  of  identity  of  arms  comes  in  to  perplex  the 
story  of  the  Rydons  or  Roydons  of  Battersea,  Pyrford,  etc. 
These  bore,  apparently  with  the  sanction  of  the  seventeenth- 
century  heralds,  a coat  granted  to  a “ Rydon  of  Exeter  ” in 
1494,  who  can  scarcely  be  other  than  Robert  Rydon,  for  many 
years  secretary  of  the  Council  to  Henry  VII.  Yet  no  family 
connexion  has  been  demonstrated  in  this  case,  and  there  were 
bearers  of  the  name  in  Devonshire  before  any  prominence  was 
reached  by  the  Battersea  family,  whose  origin  was  distinctly 
local. 

Yet  another  coincidence  may  be  noticed.  One  of  the 
coheirs  of  Thomas  Roydon  of  East  Peckham  married  an 
Oliver  St.  John  of  Lambeth  ; and  the  heiress  of  the  last  Rydon 
or  Roydon  of  Battersea  married  another  Oliver  St.  John, 
kinsman  of  the  former.  This  marriage  was  the  most  distin- 
guished recorded  in  the  present  history,  for  Oliver  became 
Lord- Deputy  of  Ireland  and  was  raised  to  the  peerage  as  Lord 
Grandison.  The  marriage  probably  brought  him  considerable 
wealth,  and  it  is  to  his  credit  that  he  promoted  the  sons  of  his 
wife  by  her  first  husband,  one  of  them  becoming  secretary  for 
Ireland  and  receiving  knighthood.  Lord  Grandison  acquired 
the  manor  of  Battersea,  and  through  a nephew  it  descended 
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to  the  celebrated  politician  Henry  Lord  Bolingbroke,  the  friend 
of  Pope,  whose  room  in  the  manor-house  there  was  to  be  seen 
until  recently. 

In  the  present  year,  the  tercentenary  of  the  publication  of 
the  First  Folio  Shakespeare,  it  was  interesting  to  find  that  the 
wife  of  Edward  Blount  the  publisher  was  one  of  the  Isycoed 
family. 

Another  Roydon  was  perhaps  more  directly  connected  with 
Shakespeare  himself.  This  was  the  Matthew  Roydon  who 
has  secured  a notice  in  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biography , 
as  a poet  intimately  associated  with  the  literary  society  of 
London  at  the  end  of  Elizabeth’s  reign,  and  regarded  as  an 
able  and  learned  man.  He  entered  at  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge, but  appears  to  have  removed  to  Oxford,  where  he  took 
his  degree  as  M.A.  in  1580.  Afterwards  he  became  a minor 
canon  at  St.  Paul’s,  and  lived  in  the  country  or  at  Westminster. 
He  married  one  Amy  Toakes  in  1595,  and  was  buried  at  St. 
Margaret’s,  Westminster,  in  1625  as  “ Mr.  Matthew  Royden.” 
His  widow  Amy  immediately  took  out  letters  of  administration. 
Matthew’s  parentage  has  not  been  discovered,  there  being  no 
confirmation  of  the  supposition  that  his  father  was  an  Owen 
Roydon,  who  contributed  pieces  to  Thomas  Procter’s  Gorgeous 
Gallery  of  Gallant  Inventions  in  1578.  This  Owen  is  other- 
wise unknown  ; the  name  occurs  in  the  family  of  Roydon  of 
Holt. 

Mr.  Acheson  in  his  Mistress  Davenant  has  collected 
Matthew  Roydon’s  principal  poems,  elaborating  a theory — 
highly  speculative — that  he  joined  George  Chapman,  the  trans- 
lator of  Homer,  in  an  attack  on  Shakespeare,  who  retaliated 
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by  satirising  the  pair  in  Love's  Labour’s  Lost , Chapman  being 
Holofernes  and  Roydon  the  curate  Nathaniel. 

Matthew  may  have  been  ancestor  of  “ Mrs.  Roydon,  a 
great  poetess,”  living  at  Chelsea  in  1694,  about  which  time 
she  married  Sir  George  Piers,  baronet,  who  had  a place  in 
the  Privy  Seal  Office.  In  “ Colepeper’s  Adversaria  ” (xv., 
Harl.  MS.  7601,  f.  220  d .)  she  is  described  as  “a  very  fine 
woman,”  and  it  is  related  that  Sir  George’s  father  had  been 
“ so  poor  that  Mr.  Morley  made  a purse  for  him.”  Lady  Piers 
published  a poem  of  welcome  on  the  accession  of  George  I. 
in  1714.  She  died  in  1719,  a few  months  before  her  husband  ; 
their  son  Thomas  was  the  last  baronet,  G.  E.  C.  being  in  error 
in  this  case.  A mezzotint  portrait  of  her  by  Jean  Simon  bears 
an  inscription  stating  that  she  was  “ daughter  of  Matthew 
Roydon  esq.,  whose  family  came  out  of  Yorkshire.”  However 
this  may  have  been,  her  father’s  will,  dated  1672  and  proved 
1676,  shows  that  he  was  one  of  the  farmers  of  the  Irish  revenue 
and  had  lands  in  Shawell  and  London. 

Acknowledgments  are  due  and  hereby  rendered  to  various 
friends  and  others  who  have  from  time  to  time  given  assistance 
by  collecting  evidence  and  affording  information — Sir  John  R. 
Twisden,  Bart,  of  Bradbourne,  Larkfield,  Maidstone,  who  also 
gave  permission  to  reproduce  the  portrait  of  Lady  Golding ; 
Mr.  W.  Fergusson  Irvine,  F.S.A.,  of  Birkenhead ; Mr.  R. 
Stewart- Brown  of  Liverpool,  and  the  late  Mr.  A.  N.  Palmer  of 
Wrexham. 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  R.  M.  Cook,  Mr.  E.  B.  K. 
Norman,  and  the  Rev.  C.  T.  Jackson  for  permission  to  take 
photographs  of  the  three  Roydon  Halls,  and  to  the  incumbents 
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of  Raydon,  Ramsey,  East  Peckham,  Battersea,  Holt,  Gresford, 
and  Oswestry  for  like  permission  as  to  their  churches. 

1 also  wish  to  express  my  obligations  to  Mr.  Stewart  Bale 
of  Liverpool  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Fleming  of  London  for  the  excellent 
photographs  taken  by  them  for  reproduction  in  this  work. 

My  chief  debt  of  gratitude,  however,  is  due  to  Mr.  John 
Brownbill,  M.A.,  the  learned  joint  editor  with  Doctor  Farrer 
of  the  Victoria  County  History  of  Lancashire.  Mr.  Brownbill 
has  not  only  arranged  the  material  that  had  been  collected 
over  a series  of  years  and  from  it  made  an  interesting  and 
connected  story,  but  has  spent  a large  amount  of  labour  in 
original  research  among  the  manuscripts  at  the  Public  Record 
Office  and  in  the  British  Museum,  as  well  as  among  printed 
works  on  Genealogy  and  Local  History  dealing  with  many 
of  our  English  Counties. 

E.  B.  ROYDEN. 


Bidston  Court,  Birkenhead, 
31  si  December  1923. 
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1.  Portrait  of  Dame  Golding.  From  the  original  at  Bradbourne,  the 

seat  of  her  descendant,  Sir  John  R.  Twisden,  Bart.  . Frontispiece 

The  motto  Pietas  honoratior  armis  appears  also  on  her  monument  in  East 
Peckham  Church  ; it  is  emphasised  by  the  skull  and  prayer-book.  Her  age  is 
given  as  64,  and  the  picture  is  dated  1587. 
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2.  Raydon  Church,  near  Hadleigh,  Suffolk;  south  side.  . .14 

3.  Ramsey  Church,  Essex  : south  side  . . . . .48 

4.  Brass  of  Elizabeth  Reydon,  1479,  in  Raydon  Church  . -57 

This  and  the  following  are  from  rubbings  made  in  1825  for  D.  E.  Davy,  the 
Suffolk  antiquary,  and  now  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  Add.  MSS.  32484, 
ff.  163,  164.  The  brass  of  Elizabeth  was  then  only  a fragment,  and  during 
last  century  the  breast  also  disappeared.  What  remains,  from  the  waist  down- 
wards, is  5^  inches  long,  so  that  the  figure  measured  originally  about  io|  or  11 
inch  es. 


5.  Inscription  of  brass  of  Thomas  Reydon  the  younger,  1479,  *n  Raydon 
Church. 

Size  13J  in.  by  2^  in. 

Seals  of  Sir  Robert  Reydon  and  Alice  Reydon.  British  Museum. 

The  latter  seal  shows  Reydon  dimidiated,  impaling  : A lion  debruised  by  a bend. 
See  p.  20. 
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6.  Roydon  Hall,  Ramsey  . . . . . .66 

See  the  Essex  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Historical  Monuments,  iii.  193. 

7.  Roydon  Hall,  or  “ Fortune,”  East  Peckham,  Kent  . . .83 

8.  Carvings  in  the  spandrils  inside  the  porch  at  Roydon  Hall,  East 

Peckham  . . . . . . .84 

On  the  left  side  are  the  Roydon  arms  with  the  inscription  1535-  DO  MVS  • I ST  A • 

FVIT  • EDITA  ; on  the  right  is  a shield  bearing  a buck  lodged,  with  another 
inscription  COME  • IE  • TROVE,  and  the  date  1 535  repeated.  This  motto  and 
the  buck  appear  also  on  the  frieze  of  the  room  now  used  as  a billiard  room. 
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9.  East  Peckham  Church  ; south-east  view  . . .86 

The  Roydon  chapel  is  seen  in  front,  on  the  south  side  of  the  chancel.  Dame 
Golding’s  monument  is  fixed  on  the  wall  inside,  west  of  the  window  above  the 
priest’s  door. 

10.  Dame  Golding’s  Monument,  East  Peckham  Church  .91 

At  the  top  on  a lozenge  are  her  paternal  arms  : Chequy  argent  and  gules,  a cross 
azure  (Roydon).  Below  is  the  motto : Fields  lionoratior  annis.  Below  this 
again  are  three  shields  showing  the  arms  of  her  successive  husbands,  impaling 
Roydon  in  each  case  : 

1.  Twysden — Per  saltire  argent  and  gules,  a saltire  between  4 cross-crosslets 

all  counterchanged. 

2.  Vaughan — Azure  (or  sable),  3 boys’  heads  couped  argent  (or  proper)  having 

snakes  enwrapped  about  their  necks  proper  (or  vert). 

3.  Golding — Gules,  a chevron  or  between  3 bezants. 

The  inscription  is  printed  in  the  text  (p.  91).  The  date  190  is  erroneously  re- 
peated. At  the  sides  are  blank  spaces  where  two  shields  were  originally  fixed. 


Below  is  a lozenge-shaped  shield,  defaced. 

11.  The  St.  John  (Grandison)  Monument,  Battersea  Church  . .130 

In  the  north  gallery  of  the  present  church  (1777).  The  inscription  is  given  in 
the  text  (p.  129).  Above  it  are  the  arms  of  St.  John,  impaling  Roydon.  In 
front  are  portrait  busts  of  Lord  and  Lady  Grandison  ; that  of  the  former  shows 
a sword-cut  in  the  head. 

12.  Holt  Church,  County  Denbigh;  south  side  . . .164 

13.  Holt  Church ; interior  ......  166 

14.  Roydon  Hall,  Isycoed,  near  Holt  . . . .174 


In  an  article  on  Isycoed  in  Archceologia  Cambrensis  for  1910,  p.  248,  the  follow- 
ing description  (with  a drawing)  by  the  late  J.  Paul  Rylands,  F.S.A.,  is  given  : 

“ High  up,  on  the  front  of  the  house,  are  three  terra-cotta  shields  arranged  close 
together,  one  above  and  two  below,  the  topmost  shield  being  surmounted  by 
what  is  apparently  intended  for  a crown.  High  up,  at  the  back  of  the  house, 
the  three  like  shields  may  be  seen,  but  without  the  crown.  The  crown  is  com- 
posed of  a coronet  of  three  strawberry  leaves,  with  a point  of  triple  pearls  between 
each,  a jewelled  rim,  and  a cap  and  crocketed  single  arch  terminating  in  a cross 
pattee.  The  top  shield  is  much  weathered  in  both  cases,  but  a careful  examin- 
ation of  it  by  means  of  a tall  ladder  shows  that  it  bears  a gauntlet  in  fesse,  the 
hand  to  dexter,  grasping  a bow  palewise ; with  a barbed  arrow  fitted  to  the 
string  fessewise,  the  point  to  dexter.  There  are  no  traces  of  tinctures.  This 
was  probably  intended  for  the  crest.  The  other  [two]  shields  [placed  side  by 
side]  are  identical ; the  tincture  of  the  field  has  quite  disappeared,  if  indeed  it 
ever  was  painted,  but  the  charges  are  quite  distinct.  The  arms  are — On  a bend 
sable  (or  possibly  azure)  three  roebucks’  heads  erased  or  ; a pierced  mullet,  also 
or,  on  the  upper  part  of  the  bend.  The  roebucks’  heads,  which,  like  the  mullet, 
retain  most  of  their  gilding,  are  each  disposed  bend  sinisterwise,  an  unusual 
position  for  three  heads  on  a bend.”  One  of  these  groups  of  shields  will  be 
seen  in  the  gable  in  the  illustration.  The  house  was  charged  for  8 hearths 
under  the  Hearth  Tax  in  the  time  of  Charles  II. 

15.  Gresford  Church,  County  Denbigh.  . . .176 
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1 6.  The  Yale  Monument,  Oswestry  Church  .208 

The  monument  is  about  12  ft.  in  height.  The  arms  are  Yale , Ermine  a saltire 
gules,  with  a crescent  or,  impaling  Roydott. 

There  is  an  inscription  in  gilt  letters  on  a black  ground,  four  lines 
long,  as  follows  : 

In  memory  of  Mr.  Hugh  Yale  Alderman  of  this  Town  & Dorothy  his  Wife 
Daughter  of  Roger  Roden  Esqr  of  | Burton  in  the  County  of  Denbigh  Whose 
Bodies  are  interrd  within  ye  Chancel  of  this  Church  commonly  | Called  Sl  Mary’s 
before  its  Demolition  in  yc  late  Wars  Anno  1616.  They  gave  to  ye  Poor  of  this 
Town  ye  | Yearly  interest  and  benefice  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  continue  for 
ever  besides  other  good  acts  of  charity. 

The  last  line  is  not  quite  legible  and  the  reading  given  is  derived 
from  an  old  copy. 

*  *  **  Of  the  above  illustrations  Nos.  1 to  6,  9 and  10  ai-e  from  photographs  by  Mr.  R.  B. 

Fleming  of  London  ; the  remainder  are  from  photographs  by  Mr.  Stewart  Bale  of  Liverpool. 
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ARMS 


Reydon  or  Roydon  of  Raydon,  Ramsey,  and  East  Peckham  . . 2 

Chequy  argent  and  gules,  a cross  azure.  See  the  seal  (p.  58),  carving  at  East 
Peckham  and  monument  of  Dame  Golding  (p.  91).  The  apparent  variant  re- 
corded on  p.  56,  with  a bend  instead  of  a cross,  may  be  an  error  for  the  coat  of 
the  Cliftons  of  Buckenham,  etc.,  Norfolk,  a family  with  which  the  Roydons  are 
said  to  have  intermarried.  Another  variation — Gules  and  argent,  a fess  azure,  is 
given  under  Butts  in  the  Norfolk  Visitation  of  1563,  p.  343. 

Rydon  or  Roydon  of  Exeter,  from  Harl.  MS.  5887,  f.  50  . . 151 

Per  pale  argent  and  gules,  a gryphon  segreant  counterchanged.  These  arms  were 
used  by  Roydon  of  Pyrford,  and  apparently  by  Roydon  of  Battersea.  But  see 
note  on  p.  133. 

Rodon  or  Roydon  of  Isycoed.  The  arms  and  quarterings  as  recorded  in 

Vincent’s  MS.  135  (College  of  Arms),  f.  133  . . .164 

The  following  is  the  late  A.  N.  Palmer’s  description  in  Arch.  Cambrensis, 

1910,  p.  250  : 

1 and  6. — Rodon  : Azure,  3 roebucks’  heads  erased  in  bend  or. 

2.  — Eunydd  of  Trefalyn  : Azure,  a lion  rampant  or. 

3.  — Rhys  ap  Marchan  : Azure,  a fess  or  between  3 horses’  heads  erased  argent. 

4.  — Llewelyn  Eurdorchog  of  Yale  and  Ystrad  Alyn  : Azure,  a lion  statant  or. 

5.  — Ithel  Felyn  : Sable,  a chevron  between  3 goats’  heads  erased  or. 

The  Roydon  coat  here  given  is  the  standard  one,  but  some  variations  require 
notice  : The  roebucks’  heads  are  couped  (not  erased)  in  the  coat  in  Gresford 
church  ; and  they  are  caboshed  and  arranged  2 and  1 on  the  Yale  monument. 

The  sun  in  splendour  seen  on  the  coat  in  Gresford  church  becomes  a cinquefoil 
in  Powys  Fadog  and  a mullet  in  the  coat  on  Roydon  Hall,  Isycoed. 

Rodon  or  Roydon  of  Isycoed.  The  arms  of  John  Rodon  the  serjeant- 

at-arms  seen  in  Gresford  Church,  1574;  Harl.  MS.  473,  f.  23  .176 

This  MS.  has  been  called  Sampson  Erdeswicke’s,  but  it  is  not  in  his  handwriting, 
and  the  writer  in  D.N.B.  (Gordon  Goodwin)  gives  other  reasons  for  rejecting 
his  authorship. 
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RAYDON  AND  ITS  LORDS 

The  little  village  of  Raydon  in  Suffolk  lies  eight  or  nine  miles 
W.S.W.  of  Ipswich,  on  the  western  border  of  the  hundred  of 
Samford,  this  hundred  occupying  the  tongue  of  land  between 
the  rivers  Stour  and  Orwell,  which  join  at  Harwich.  The 
village  is  on  the  southern  side  of  the  parish,  some  170  ft.  above 
sea-level,  and  takes  its  name  from  the  down  or  higher  land 
(160  to  190  ft.)  which  occupies  the  eastern  half  of  the  area. 
To  the  west  the  surface  falls  away,  in  some  places  rather 
steeply,  to  the  river  Brett,  which  forms  the  boundary  on  that 
side.  On  this  stream  is  the  mill,  and  the  land  here  is  less  than 
50  feet  above  the  sea  ; it  is  liable  to  floods,  so  that  the  mention 
of  alder-beds  in  old  local  deeds  is  easily  accounted  for.  The 
Brett  (formerly  Breton)  flows  south  to  the  Stour.  It  is  called 
Breton  on  the  map  by  Morden  in  Gibson’s  edition  of  Camden’s 
Britannia  (1695). 

The  old  parish  church  of  St.  Mary  stands  on  the  western 
edge  of  the  village,  and  the  house  called  Raydon  Hall  is  some- 
what to  the  north.  The  northern  part  of  the  parish  is  well 
wooded,  and  the  rest  is  occupied  by  a number  of  farms. 
Hadleigh,  to  the  north,  is  a small  market  town  ; the  other 
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neighbouring  villages,  which  will  all  be  mentioned  in  the 
following  account  of  the  local  family,  are  Hintlesham  and 
Chattisham  on  the  north  ; Great  or  Brent  Wenham  (Wenham 
Combusta),  Little  Wenham,  and  Capel  on  the  east  ; Holton, 
East  Bergholt,  Stratford,  and  Higham  on  the  south  ; Shelley 
and  Layham  (formerly  Laffham)  on  the  west.  Now  there  is  a 
railway  through  the  parish,  with  a station  about  a mile  and  a 
half  to  the  north  of  the  village  ; in  old  days  probably  the  chief 
roads  were  those  leading  to  Hadleigh  and  to  Ipswich,  but 
Raydon  was  not  on  any  of  the  main  lines  of  traffic  1 and  must 
always  have  lain  “ out  of  the  world.” 

As  in  the  majority  of  English  villages,  its  recorded  history 
begins  with  the  great  survey  made  by  William  the  Conqueror 
in  1086.  This  shows  that  Reindun,  as  the  name  was  then 
spelt  and  pronounced,  was  in  1066,  the  year  that  King  Edward 
the  Confessor  died,  divided  into  eleven  holdings,  one  of  which 
had  two  proprietors.  Some  of  the  holdings  were  of  good  size, 
and  six  of  them  are  called  “ manors.”  The  church  was 
divided  among  five  proprietors,  but  only  three  of  their  names 
are  recorded. 

The  Conqueror  distributed  the  eleven  holdings  among  six 
tenants  in  chief.  His  half-brother  Odo,  bishop  of  Bayeux,  had 
six  of  the  old  holdings,  including  the  three  fifth  parts  of  the 
church  which  are  on  record,  and  possibly  the  two  parts  not 
recorded.2  From  the  subsequent  history  the  bishop’s  estate 
seems  to  have  had  the  leading  place,  the  later  “ manor  of 
Raydon  ” being  formed  in  it.  Count  Eustace  of  Boulogne, 
Eudo  the  King’s  dapifer  (sewer),  and  Ralph  Pinel  each  received 
one  of  the  other  Saxon  holdings.3  These  nine  were  all  depend- 
ent on  the  royal  manor  of  East  Bergholt.  The  remaining 
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two,  which  were  not  so  dependent,  were  held  by  Richard,  son 
of  Count  Gilbert,  and  Geoffrey  de  Mandeville,4  great  nobles 
whose  estates  later  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  honours  of  Clare 
(earl  of  Hertford  and  Gloucester)  and  Mandeville  (earl  of 
Hereford  and  Essex).  Both  these  honours  came  ultimately  to 
the  Crown,  and  the  latter  was  added  to  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
by  Henry  V. 

It  should  be  added  that  there  is  another  place  called  Reydon 
in  Suffolk  (in  Domesday  Book  Reindun  also)  ; one  called 
Roydon  in  Essex  (in  Domesday  Book  Ruindun)  ; and  two 
called  Roydon  in  Norfolk,  one  ( Regedon ) near  Diss  on  the 
southern  border,  and  the  other  ( Reidun ) near  King’s  Lynn,  in 
the  west.  All  these  were  usually  spelt  Reydon,  and  this  leads 
to  much  uncertainty  in  interpreting  the  old  records.  The 
spelling  Reindon  was  retained  for  a time,  longer,  it  would  seem, 
in  Essex  than  in  Suffolk,  and  Roydon  came  to  be  fashionable 
for  all  ; in  Gibson’s  map,  referred  to  above,  both  the  Suffolk 
places  are  so  spelt.  In  Norfolk,  at  one  time  the  Roydon  near 
Lynn  was  called  Rydon.  But  in  course  of  time  the  two  in 
Suffolk  have  become  discriminated  as  Raydon  and  Reydon. 
This  distinction  is  observed  as  early  as  Speed’s  map  of  1610. 
There  is  also  in  Suffolk  a small  hamlet  called  Raydon  or 
Roydon  in  Orford. 

For  over  eighty  years  from  the  Conqueror’s  survey  there  is 
no  notice  of  Raydon.  In  1170  the  Pipe  Roll  records  that 
Richard  son  of  William  de  Reindon  owes  100s.  for  trial  of 
his  right  as  to  a fee  of  two  knights  in  Reindon  ” ; but  it  is 
uncertain  whether  this  refers  to  Suffolk  or  to  Norfolk.5  Two 
Suffolk  fines  of  1196  mention  Reidon  and  Reindon  ; but  here 
again  there  is  uncertainty  as  to  which  place  is  intended.  It  is 
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possible  that  one  of  them  refers  to  Raydon,  namely,  that  by 
which  Bartholomew  de  Auvilers  remitted  his  claim  for  20s. 
rent  in  “ Everewardeston,  Torp  and  Reidon  ” to  a certain 
Angot  de  Cornerth.  Angot  gave  him  a rent  of  \ mark  for  life 
to  be  taken  from  “ Wennam,”  and  if  this  means  Wenham  we 
are  brought  next  door  to  Raydon.  “ Everewardeston  ” also 
may  be  Erwarton  in  the  same  hundred  of  Samford.6 

But  a very  interesting  charter  which  has  been  preserved  is 
probably  older  than  these  fines.  It  refers  to  the  Mandeville 
part  of  Raydon.  By  this  deed  Ralph  de  Mandeville  gave  to 
Acelin  (or  Ascelin),  son  of  Gilbert,  15  acres  of  land  which  had 
belonged  to  Gilbert,  his  father,  and  another  15  acres  which  had 
belonged  to  Alfric  de  Reidun,7  paying  8s.  a year  to  the  grantor 
and  4d.  to  his  wife.  Should  the  king  levy  a scutage  of  20s.  on 
each  knight’s  fee,  Ascelin’s  holding  must  pay  3s.  For  this 
grant  Ascelin  gave  a gersuma  or  entrance  fine  of  20s.  to 
Ralph  and  also  gave  a bezant  to  his  wife,  and  became  the 
“ man  ” of  the  grantor.  Among  the  witnesses  were  Geoffrey 
de  Mandeville,  grantor’s  brother,  William  de  Chevervill  and 
Hugh,  his  brother,  Wade  de  Reindun,  and  Richard,  his  son.8 
Another  charter  of  a somewhat  later  date  also  relates  to  the 
Mandeville  part  of  Raydon.  By  it  Eutropius  de  Merc  and 
Petronilla  de  Mandavilla,  his  wife,  together  granted  to  Peter  de 
Roiges  15  acres  of  land  in  Reindunia,  which  Alexander  son  of 
Gilbert  had  held  and  had  resigned  to  the  grantors  in  the  court 
{curia)  of  Raydon.  The  witnesses  included  Robert  son  of 
Robert  de  Reidunia,  Ralph  de  Chervile,  Robert  de  Lafham 
and  William  his  son,  Osbert  son  of  Ascelin  (spelt  Atchelin), 
and  Gilbert,  the  clerk  of  Theie.9  This  last  name  indicates  that 
the  grantors  were  of  Mark’s  Tey  in  Essex.  Yet  a third  charter 
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must  be  cited,  and  being  somewhat  later  it  helps  on  the  story. 
Henry  de  Merc,  with  the  consent  and  at  the  request  of  Agnes, 
his  wife,  confirmed  to  Osbert  son  of  Ascelin  all  the  lands  in  the 
town  of  Reindune  which  Ralph  de  Mandeville  had  given  to  his 
father  Ascelin  (as  in  the  first  charter  cited).  Among  the 
witnesses  were  Matthew  de  Leyham,  William  son  of  Robert 
de  Reindune,  Ralph  de  Chervile,  and  William,  son  of  Robert 
de  Lafham.10 

The  contents  of  these  charters  and  the  names  of  the  witnesses 
show  that  they  succeed  in  the  order  here  given  ; the  dates 
cannot  be  exactly  decided,  but  probably  range  from  1190  to 
1210.  For  example,  Ralph  de  Mandeville  occurs  as  living  in 
1198  and  1200  ; 11  he  is  said  to  have  had  an  estate  at  Kingham 
in  Oxfordshire.  Eutropius  de  Merc,  who  granted  the  second 
charter,  is  named  in  1194  and  1198;  12  and  his  son  Henry, 
grantor  of  the  third,  was  also  living  in  1194. 13  One  Henry  de 
Merc  died  in  1234  ; 14  perhaps  it  was  the  same  man,  but  if  so 
he  must  have  married  a second  wife  Rose,  who  survived  him.15 
He  was  followed  by  his  sons  Ralph  (d.  1235), 16  and  Henry 
(d.  1 258), 17  and  the  latter  again  by  a son  Henry,  who  died  in 
1 2 70, 18  leaving  a widow  Juliana,  who  afterwards  married  Ellis 
de  Colchester.19  His  heir  was  a niece  Alda  (or  Albreda)  de 
Dinant,  daughter  of  a sister  Rose,  but  she  died  six  years  later 
without  issue,  when  she  was  succeeded  by  her  great-uncle 
Andrew  de  Merc,  then  61  years  of  age.20  In  1286  Adam  de 
Hakebeck  and  Mary  (or  Margery),  his  wife,  were  called  upon 
to  show  the  authority  by  which  they  claimed  view  of  frank- 
pledge and  other  rights  in  Raydon.  They  answered  that  they 
held  them  as  part  of  Mary’s  dower,  belonging  to  the  inheritance 
of  Andrew  de  Merk,  whom  they  summoned  to  warrant  them  ; 
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which  he  afterwards  did.'21  Andrew  became  insane.22  He  left 
a son  and  heir  Thomas,  who  appears  to  have  been  still  under 
agre  in  1303.23  Thomas  was  dead  in  1310,  when  his  heirs  were 
stated  to  be  under  age ; his  widow’s  name  was  Lora.24  The 
estate  afterwards  passed  to  a family  named  Tey.25 

The  manor  of  “ Merks  ” in  Raydon,  which  probably 
included  all  the  Mandeville  holding  of  1086,  was  later  held  by 
the  Bures  family,  who  also  had  by  marriage  the  “ manor  of 
Raydon.”  In  this  latter  may  have  been  merged  the  other 
lordships  appearing  in  the  Domesday  Survey,  but  no  clear 
record  of  their  history  survives  ; according  to  a note  by  Davy 
(source  not  stated)  a knight’s  fee  of  the  honour  of  Clare  in 
Raydon  was  held  by  Robert  of  Tye  (Tey)  in  1521. 20 

Another  indication  of  the  date  of  the  second  and  third 
charters  is  afforded  by  the  presence  of  Osbert  son  of  Ascelin 
as  witness  of  one  grant  and  beneficiary  of  another  ; for  Osbert 
was  defendant  to  claims  for  land  in  Reindon  put  forward  in 
1199  by  Nicholas  son  of  Goding  or  Godwine.  In  one  of  the 
cases  the  prior  of  St.  Peter’s,  Ipswich,  was  called  by  Osbert  to 
warrant  him  in  his  possession,27  so  that  that  monastery  must 
already  have  had  land  in  Raydon.  This  may  be  the  case 
concluded  in  1202,  when  Michael,  prior  of  St.  Peter’s,  being 
called  to  warrant  Osbert  son  of  Ascelin  in  the  possession  of 
2\  acres  in  “ Reindon”  claimed  by  Nicholas  de  Hade,  appeared 
to  do  so  ; but  Nicholas  released  his  claim  on  receiving  20s.  from 
the  prior.28  Other  religious  houses  which  had  land  in  the 
township,  it  may  be  added,  were  St.  Botulph’s  at  Colchester,29 
Leighs  (in  Essex),30  and  perhaps  the  hospital  of  St.  Katherine’s 
by  the  Tower  in  London.31  Ascelin  continued  to  be  used  as  a 
surname  in  Raydon  ; and  so  did  Wade,  the  users  being  no 
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doubt  descendants  of  the  Wade  who  witnessed  Ralph  de 
Mandeville’s  charter. 

Of  great  importance  for  the  present  inquiry  are  the  names 
of  Robert  son  of  Robert  de  Reindunia,  as  first  witness  to  the 
charter  of  Eutropius  de  Merc,  and  of  William  son  of  Robert 
de  Reindune,  as  second  witness  to  that  of  Henry  de  Merc.  It 
can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  here  we  have  a succession  of  three 
generations — Robert,  son  Robert,  son  William.  A Robert  de 
Reindon  is  mentioned  in  1199  in  connection  with  a plea  about 
land  at  Boxford  in  Suffolk  ; 32  and  as  this  place  is  only  five 
miles  west  of  Raydon,  he  was  probably  one  of  the  Roberts 
already  named.  The  position  of  Robert  and  William  de 
Reindon  among  the  witnesses  shows  that  they  held  a high 
place  locally. 

Another  Reindon  who  must  be  mentioned  occurs  about  the 
same  time.  In  1202  Geoffrey  de  Reindon  was  one  of  those 
who  were  under  obligation  to  pay  off  a debt  which  William  de 
Vealtre  of  Burnham  (Norfolk)  had  incurred  to  Aaron  the  Jew.33 
From  a suit  of  1227  it  appears  that  Geoffrey  married  one  of  the 
five  daughters  and  coheirs  of  William.34  As  Burnham  is  the 
only  place  mentioned  it  might  be  thought  that  this  Geoffrey 
was  a Norfolk  man,  but  a charter  by  Geoffrey  de  Reidune  to 
William  de  Lindholt  concerning  land  in  “ Aclant,”  leads  to 
the  belief  that  he  belonged  to  Raydon  in  Suffolk,  for  one  of  the 
witnesses  was  John  de  Peitune,  member  of  a neighbouring 
family.35  A note  written  on  the  charter  records  that  in  19 
Henry  III.  (1234-5),  Nicholas,  son  and  heir  of  Geoffrey  de 
Reidune,  was  in  the  wardship  of  Richard  de  Kerebrok.  This 
is  also  a Norfolk  name.  Pleas  of  the  year  1240  may  assist  in 

clearing  the  matter.  At  that  time  Nicholas  de  Reydon,  as 
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rector  of  Raydon,  unsuccessfully  claimed  land  in  Raydon  and 
Sturmede  against  William  de  Lotun  and  Geoffrey  de  Brademere 
and  Alice  (?  Aubrey),  his  wife  ; and  William  (son  of  Thomas) 
Lotun,  and  Alice,  his  mother,  regained  against  Hugh  de 
Polested  and  others,  land  in  Raydon  which  had  formerly 
belonged  to  Geoffrey  son  of  Geoffrey  de  Reydon.36  These 
names  belong  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Raydon  in  Suffolk. 

As  stated  above  the  principal  lordship  in  the  parish  appears 
to  have  been  that  of  Odo,  bishop  of  Bayeux  in  1086.  He  was 
the  Conqueror’s  half-brother  and  was  amply  endowed  by  him 
in  England,  but  his  pride  and  ambition  led  to  his  disgrace  and 
imprisonment.  Early  in  the  reign  of  William  Rufus  (1088)  he 
was  banished  from  England,  and  lost  all  his  possessions  here. 
It  is  probable  that  Raydon  was  given  to  Roger  Bigod  (whose 
son  became  earl  of  Norfolk),  who  indeed  already  held  a portion 
of  it  as  the  bishop’s  subtenant,  but  it  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
Bigod  inquisitions.  The  lords  who  are  mentioned  are  Vaux 
(de  Vallibus)  and  Munchensy  (de  Monte  Caniso),  and  as  the 
former  was  subtenant  to  Bigod  elsewhere  he  may  have  been  so 
at  Raydon. 

The  precedence  of  these  lords  was  settled  by  an  agreement 
recorded  in  May  1199,  by  which  Hubert  de  Munchanesi 
acknowledged  that  he  owed  the  service  of  four  knights,  with 
homages,  etc.,  to  Robert  de  Vallibus  for  his  lands  in  (Little) 
Wenham,  Reindon,  and  Chedestan  (Chattisham),  and  Turton 
(in  Norfolk).  Robert  thereupon  remitted  the  relief  due  for 
four  knights’  fees,  and  took  Hubert’s  homage  in  respect  of 
them.37 

From  the  later  inquisitions  it  appears  that  the  local  family 
whose  fortunes  we  are  attempting  to  trace,  held  one  knight’s 
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fee  of  each  of  these  families.  Possibly  it  was  the  same  fee 
held  of  Munchensy,  who  held  of  Vaux,  for  intermediate  lord- 
ships  were  often  ignored  ; possibly,  however,  there  were  two 
distinct  knights’  fees.  (I.)  In  the  inquisition  of  Hubert  de 
Munchensy  38  in  1270  it  is  recorded  that  he  held  two  fees  in 
Raydon,  the  tenant  of  one  being  Sir  Robert  de  Reydone  and 
that  of  the  other  William  de  Cherevile.39  This  Hubert  left 
two  sisters  as  coheirs,  Joan,  who  afterwards  married  Walter  de 
Colchester,  and  Euphemia,  who  married  David  de  Balcorahilig 40 
and  afterwards  John  de  Huntingdon.  (II.)  After  the  death 
of  John  de  Vaux  41  in  1287  it  was  recorded  that  he  held  two 
knights’  fees  in  Raydon,  the  tenant  of  one  being  Alfred  de 
Sulny  and  of  the  other  Robert  de  Reydone ; also  two  fees  in 
Little  Wenham  and  Raydon,  which  Roger  de  Holebrook  held 
under  him.42  John’s  heirs  were  two  daughters,  Petronilla  and 
Maud,  who  married  respectively  William  de  Nerford  and 
William  de  Ros.43  In  the  consequent  partition  the  fees  in 
Raydon  were  divided  between  them. 

In  the  Vaux  Cartulary  in  the  British  Museum  is  a charter 
by  Roger  son  of  William  de  Holebrok,  releasing  to  John  de 
Vallibus  all  his  right  in  two  knights’  fees  which  he  held  by  gift 
of  the  heirs  of  Roger  de  Munchensi.  One  fee  Sir  Robert  de 
Reydon  had  held  (tenuit)  in  Roydon  (so  spelt)  and  the  other 
John  le  Grys  held  in  Turton  in  Norfolk.44  This  would  explain 
why  the  fee  held  of  Munchensy  in  1270  was  held  directly  of 
Vaux  in  1287. 
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1 No  road  through  it  is  marked  on  a map  of  the  “ post  and  cross  roads  ” in 
Suffolk  issued  in  1713. 

s V.  C.  H.  Essex,  i.  377^. 

3 Ibid.  303 b,  403,  437. 

4 Ibid.  395,  41 1. 

5 Pipe  Roll,  16  Hen.  II.  (Pipe  R.  Soc.),  10.  The  charge  recurs  till  21  Hen.  II., 
when  it  drops  out. 

6 Feet  of  Fines  (Pipe  R.  Soc.  xx.),  1 1.  The  other  fine  referred  to  is  on  p.  41. 

7 “ Elfricesland  ” is  named  in  a later  charter  ; Harl.  53.  A.  31. 

8 Harl.  Charter  (B.M.),  53.  C.  51. 
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12  Ibid.  48,  200. 

13  Ibid.  128,  129. 

11  Excerpta  e Rot.  Finium  (Rec.  Com.),  i.  255. 

15  Cal.  Inq.  p.m.  i.  297. 

16  Excerpta,  i.  279. 

17  Cal.  Inq.  p.m.  i.  209  ; iii.  509, 

18  Ibid.  i.  237. 

16  Cal.  Close  R.,  1302-7 , p.  358. 

20  Cal.  Inq.  p.m.  ii.  102  ; cf.  ibid.  i.  237. 

21  Assize  R.  832,  m.  43^,  48.  Mary  (Margery)  must  have  been  widow  of  the 
Henry  who  died  in  1258. 

22  Cal.  Pat.  R.,  1272-81,  p.  188  ; Cal.  Close  R.,  1279-88,  p.  343. 

23  Cal.  Close  R.,  1302-7,  p.  358. 

24  Cal.  Pat.  R.,  1307-13,  p.  292. 

25  Inq.  p.m.  46  Edw.  III.  n.  10.  See  Morant,  Essex,  ii.  202,  488,  523. 

20  Add.  MSS.  19105,  f.  75.  Among  the  forfeited  estates  of  Edward,  late  Duke 
of  Buckingham. 

27  Rotuli  Curiae  Regis,  ii.  135,  272. 

28  Feet  of  Fines,  unknown  counties,  4 John  (282/5). 

29  Cal.  Pat.  R.,  1400-1401,  p.  375. 

30  Ministers’  Accounts  (P.R.O.,  1003/21). 

31  Add.  charter  (B.M.),  10571.  It  is  possible  that  the  Master  of  St.  Katherine’s 
was  acting  as  trustee  only. 

32  Rot.  Curiae  Regis,  ii.  11. 

33  Chancellor' s Roll  (Rec.  Com.),  326. 

34  Bracton's  Note-Bk.,  n.  1836 ; R.  Lit.  Claus.  (Rec.  Com.),  ii.  150  (1226). 

35  Harleian  Charter,  55.  C.  13. 
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36  Assize  Roll,  818,  m.  12 d,  5 d. 

37  Feet  of  Fines,  1 John  ; Suffolk,  n.  12. 

38  Hubert  was  son  of  Roger  de  Munchensy  (d.  1249.  See  Excerpta,  ii.  61), 
whose  widow  Agasia  was  still  living  in  1270, 

39  Cal.  Inq.p.m.  i.  301. 

40  Excerpta,  ii.  501. 

41  According  to  the  pedigrees  John  was  a younger  son  of  Oliver,  himself  a 
younger  son  of  the  above-named  Robert  de  Vallibus  of  1199.  See  Blomefield’s 
Norfolk. 

42  Cal.  Inq.p.m.  ii.  402. 

43  Cal.  Close  R.,  1279-88,  p.  530  (deed  of  partition). 

44  Stowe  MS.  776,  f.  18. 


THE  REYDONS  OF  RAYDON 


The  occurrence  of  the  local  name  in  three  generations  in  the 
time  of  Richard  I.,  John,  and  Henry  III.  has  been  pointed  out 
above.  Nothing  more  is  known  of  Robert  son  of  Robert  de 
Reydon  (spelt  Reidunia  in  the  charter),  but  his  father  must  of 
course  have  been  living  in  the  time  of  Henry  II.  Of  the  son 
William  son  of  Robert  there  is  something  to  be  said,  for  he 
appears  to  have  been  in  possession  for  some  forty  years,  dis- 
appearing about  1250.  In  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  is 
styled  “ Sir  ” ( Dominus ) William,  but  the  word  miles  or 
knight  is  not  added. 

In  1228  William  son  of  Robert  acquired  15  acres  of  land 
in  Raydon  from  William  the  Tailor,  Agnes,  his  wife,  and  Sue- 
villa,  the  sister  of  Agnes  ; 1 while  at  the  same  time  he  remitted 
to  the  prior  of  Leighes  12  acres  in  Brent  Wenham,  which  he 
had  claimed.2  By  charter  of  perhaps  a little  later  date  Richard 
son  of  Warin  de  Reindun  gave  3!  acres  in  Raydon  to  Denise, 
wife  of  William  son  of  Robert.3  Among  the  witnesses  were 
Sir  Matthew  de  Layham,  Robert  de  Layham,  and  Ralph  de 
Cherville  (Caravilla),  who  had  attested  the  charter  of  Henry 
de  Merc  to  Osbert  son  of  Ascelin.  This  Osbert  also  attested, 
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as  did  his  son  Robert,  as  well  as  one  John  son  of  Eadmund, 
who  was  party  to  a final  concord  in  1203. 4 Warin  son  of 
Henry,  probably  the  father  of  Richard,  had  in  1230  made  an 
agreement  with  William  Angod  concerning  land  in  Brent 
Wenham  and  Raydon.5 

In  1240  William  son  of  Robert  de  Reydon  was  acting  as  a 
juror  at  Ipswich.6  He  was  in  Samford  Hundred  fined  for  some 
concealment.7  As  “ William  son  of  Robert  ” he  witnessed  a 
local  charter  concerning  an  alder-bed  in  Raydon,  which  was 
witnessed  also  by  John  son  of  Eadmund  and  Robert  de 
Norhwode.8  Again,  as  “ Sir  William  son  of  Robert  de 
Reydun  ” he  witnessed  a Raydon  charter  to  the  priory  of  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul  of  Ipswich,  to  which  Sir  Geoffrey  de  Badele 
(who  died  about  1250)  9 was  also  a witness.10  Using  the  same 
style  he  demised  part  of  the  meadow  of  Raydon  to  Hugh  Mori 
for  life  at  a rent  of  3s.  ; to  this  deed  there  is  an  equestrian  seal.11 

He  was  followed  by  Robert  de  Reydon,  who  became  a 
knight.  Robert’s  parentage  is  not  directly  stated  in  the  docu- 
ments extant,  but  he  was  son  of  Sir  William,  for  he  had  brothers, 
William  and  Peter,  and  Peter  was  in  1275  described  as  son  of 
William  son  of  Robert.12  Robert  de  Reydon  in  Samford 
Hundred  was  fined  in  1240  for  a concealment.13  He  is  styled 
a knight  in  an  assize  roll  of  1257, 14  at  which  time  he  seems  to 
have  been  in  possession  of  his  estate.  It  was  alleged  that  he 
had  raised  a dyke  in  Raydon  to  the  injury  of  Hubert  de  Mun- 
chensy’s  tenement  in  Wenham.  One  jury  had  already  given  a 
verdict  for  plaintiff,  and  now  a jury  of  twenty-four  was  assembled 
to  review  that  decision.  Hubert  alleged  that  he  had  a right  of 
way  from  Wenham  to  his  manor  of  Stanstead  in  Essex,  across 
Robert’s  land  in  Raydon  ; and  the  first  jury  had  agreed  that 
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his  father  Roger  de  Munchensy  had  had  this  road.  Robert, 
however,  contended  that  there  had  been  no  right  of  way, 
though  passage  had  been  allowed  by  himself  and  his  ancestors. 
When  a right  was  asserted  he  raised  the  dyke  and  stopped  the 
road.  The  larger  jury  now  reversed  the  former  verdict  and 
decided  that  there  was  no  right  of  way.  The  old  jury  were 
therefore  sent  to  gaol  for  giving  a false  verdict,  contrary  to 
their  oath,  and  Hubert  was  fined  ; this  fine  was  pardoned 
because  he  was  still  under  age.15 

Robert  de  Reydon  acquired  in  1258  16  acres  in  Raydon 
from  William  Mori  and  Margery,  his  wife  ; 16  William  and 
Margery  confirming  the  same  by  charter  to  Sir  Robert  de 
Reidun,  knight,  and  Dame  Ida,  his  wife.17 

About  the  same  time  Peter  le  Goyb,  son  of  Richard  le 
Goyb  of  Raydon,  granted  to  Sir  Robert  and  Ida,  his  wife,  the 
rent,  etc.,  which  Peter,  brother  of  Sir  Robert,  rendered  him  for 
land  in  Little  Bukelege  and  Kokesmere  in  Raydon.18  William, 
brother  of  Sir  Robert,  attested  this  charter.  Ralph  Lotun, 
son  of  William  Lotun,  also  granted  to  Sir  Robert  and  Ida 
5 acres  in  Raydon  adjoining  the  court  {curia)  of  Sir  Robert.19 
In  1258  the  king  exempted  Robert  de  Reydon  for  life  from 
liability  to  serve  on  assizes,  etc.,  and  from  being  made  sheriff 
against  his  will.20  At  the  same  time  also  he  granted  him  a 
charter  of  free  warren  in  his  demesne  lands  of  Raydon,  Holton, 
Brent  Wenham,  and  Layham.21  To  Sir  Robert  and  Ida  Alan 
de  Branford  gave  the  6d.  rent  due  to  him  from  Alexander  de 
Toft  for  a pasture  lying  partly  in  Raydon  and  partly  in  Holton.22 

The  William  de  Reydon,  brother  of  Sir  Robert,  mentioned 
above,  may  be  the  William  de  Reydon  who  was  in  1257 
nominated  on  a jury  of  twenty-four  to  review  a former  verdict, 
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and  the  William  de  Reydon  who  acted  for  Hubert  de  Ruly  in 
a local  plea.23 

Sir  Robert  appears  to  have  died  before  1270,  when  Ida,  his 
wife,  was  alleged  to  have  bought  wheat  and  corn  which  had 
been  stolen  from  the  parson  of  Raydon.  The  case  was  respited 
because  Ida  was  then  staying  in  Ireland.24 

There  is  no  record  that  he  had  any  children,  and  his 
successor  was  his  nephew,  another  Robert  de  Reydon,  who 
continued  in  possession  for  about  fifty  years.  His  parentage  is 
nowhere  stated,  but  he  was  probably  the  son  of  the  above- 
named  William,  brother  of  Sir  Robert,  for  he  called  his  eldest 
son  William.  No  disputes  as  to  the  succession  seem  to  have 
occurred,  and  so  it  may  be  taken  that  Robert  was  heir  of  his 
uncle.  The  kinship  is  proved  by  a charter  in  the  Public 
Record  Office,  by  which  Duce  Pascale  of  Raydon,  widow, 
released  to  Robert  de  Reydon  all  claim  to  2 acres  of  land  in  the 
place  which  her  husband  had  demised  to  Sir  Robert  de  Reydon, 
uncle  ( avunculo ) of  the  grantee.  Robert  gave  her  4s.  2d.  for 
her  “ promotion.”  A contemporary  of  the  same  name,  Robert 
son  of  William  son  of  Alexander  de  Reydon,  was  one  of  the 
witnesses.25 

The  mention  of  this  Robert  may  open  the  way  for  a brief 
record  of  other  families  in  the  place  using  the  local  name. 
Alexander,  this  Robert’s  ancestor,  may  be  the  Alexander  son 
of  Gilbert  named  in  the  charter  of  Eutropius  de  Merc,  c.  1200, 
and  Gilbert  may  have  been  the  father  of  Ascelin  also.  William 
son  of  Alexander  was  amerced  for  a default  in  1240, 26  and  is 
frequently  named  as  witness  in  the  Raydon  charters,  c.  1260. 
Robert  son  of  William  de  Reydon  in  1285  obtained  from 
William  de  Chervile  land  in  Raydon  called  Witsond  for  a term 

D 


i8  ROYDON  OF  RAYDON,  RAMSEY,  ETC. 

of  nine  years.  Robert  de  Reydon  was  a witness.27  William  de 
Tuft  [Toft]  granted  a tenement  to  Robert  son  of  William  son 
of  Alexander  de  Reydun,  and  to  Lora,  his  wife,  and  their  issue.28 
He  had  a son  Thomas,  and  may  have  been  the  ancestor  of  the 
John  de  Reydon  of  Upminster  in  Essex,  who,  as  defendant  in 
1365,  ga're  his  descent  as  son  of  John,  son  of  Robert,  son  of  Alice, 
sister  of  one  Robert  Northwode,  who,  as  he  alleged,  had 
formerly  owned  the  disputed  land.29  This  John  came  of  age 
about  1363,  which  would  make  him  rather  young  for  a grand- 
son of  the  Robert  who  was  obviously  of  full  age  about  1280. 
In  1312  Lora,  widow  of  Robert  de  Belsted,  who  may  have  been 
previously  wife  of  Robert  son  of  William,  together  with  Thomas 
son  of  William  de  Reydon,  obtained  from  Robert  de  Reydon 
(II.)  a messuage,  with  140  acres  of  land,  5 acres  meadow, 
4 acres  pasture,  10  acres  alder-beds,  and  5s.  rent  in  Raydon 
and  Layham.30 

Peter,  the  brother  of  Sir  Robert,  had  a son  Thomas,  who 
was  the  grantor  of  lands  in  Raydon.31 

An  earlier  group  appears  in  1234  when  Thomas  de  Reyndon 
and  his  brothers  Richard,  William,  and  Hugh  released  to 
Robert  de  Nortwude  their  four  parts  of  6 acres  of  land  in 
Raydon,  which  they  claimed  by  inheritance.32 

One  John  de  Reydon  had  claimed  land  in  Raydon  in 
1227-8.33 

NOTES 

1 Feet  of  Fines,  12  Henry  III.  ; Suffolk,  n.  13. 

2 Ibid.  n.  120. 

3 Harl.  Charter,  55.  C.  48.  See  also  55.  C.  49. 

4 Feet  of  Fines,  4 John  ; Suffolk,  n.  20. 

5 Feet  of  Fines,  14  Henry  III.  ; Suffolk,  n.  10.  Angod  may  go  back  to  the 
Angot  de  Cornerth  of  1196. 
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Robert  de  Reydon  II.  during  his  long  tenure  of  the  estates 
added  considerably  to  them  ; but,  as  will  be  seen,  he  gave 
portions  to  his  younger  sons.  He  is  described  as  a knight  from 
1292  onward.  He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was 
named  Alice  ; her  surname  is  not  known,  but  she  had  a seal, 
used  later  by  her  son  Ralph,  which  shows  a lion  rampant 
debruised  by  a bendlet.  This  is  a common  coat,  but  it  was 
used  in  the  neighbourhood  by  the  Weyland  family,  somewhat 
prominent  at  the  time  in  the  law.  Davy,  however,  calls  her 
the  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  de  Reymes,  and  states  that 
she  brought  the  manor  of  Wherstead  to  her  husband.  No 
authority  is  given.1  The  arms  of  Reymes  are  not  those  on 
Alice’s  seal.  Robert’s  own  seal  is  found  appended  to  various 
deeds,  and  the  arms  shown  on  it  continued  to  be  used  by  his 
descendants.  They  were  recorded  in  the  time  of  Edward  II. 
as  “ Chequy  argent  and  gules,  with  a cross  azure.”  2 This  is 
a specimen  of  the  “ arms  of  affection  ” often  adopted  by  a 
tenant  as  a sign  of  adhesion  to  his  feudal  superior,  for  the 
arms  of  Vaux  were  simply  “ Chequy  argent  and  gules,”  and 
the  Reydons  added  the  cross  azure  as  a difference.  Arms 
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attributed  to  Reymes,  “ Chequy  argent  and  gules,  a canton 
ermine,”  have  a like  origin. 

One  of  the  acquisitions  of  Robert  de  Reydon  was  the 
advowson  of  the  parish  church.  Possibly  he  had  by  inherit- 
ance some  share  in  the  church,  together  with  others  of  the  local 
landowners,  as  appears  from  a final  concord  whereby  one  of 
these  landowners,  William  de  Chevrevill,  in  conjunction  with 
Alice,  his  wife,  in  1270-71  acquired  the  advowson  from  Walter 
de  Colchester,  son  of  Robert  de  la  More,  and  Joan,  his  wife  ; 
claims  to  the  same  being  then  put  in  by  Robert  de  Re[y]don, 
John  de  Vaux  of  Scottesham,  and  Roger  de  Holebrook.3 

Somewhere  about  1280  John  de  Hontindon  and  Eufemia 
de  Munchensy,  his  wife — she  was  one  of  the  sisters  and  heirs 
of  Hubert  de  Munchensy  as  mentioned  above — released  to 
William  de  Cherevill  and  Alice,  his  wife,  all  their  claim  to  the 
advowson  of  Raydon  in  Suffolk,  receiving  50  marks.4  In 
1286  Robert  de  Reydon  by  fine  acquired  from  Alice  de  Cherevill 
the  same  advowson,  which  she  (then  a widow)  held  for  life  as 
portion  of  the  inheritance  of  Adam,  son  and  heir  of  William  de 
Cherevill.  Master  Roger  de  Holebrook  was  the  only  one  this 
time  to  put  in  a claim.  Adam  de  Cherevill,  the  heir,  appeared 
and  concurred.5 

In  1268  a Robert  de  Reidon  was  found  with  Robert  de 
Insula  as  bail  for  Sir  John  de  Bath,  who  had  forfeited  the 
manor  of  Cold  Norton  in  Essex  for  taking  sides  with  the  barons 
against  Henry  III.  and  had  been  captured  at  Northampton. 
The  lands  were  restored  to  him  for  the  time.6  If  this  be 
Robert  II.,  it  would  be  before  his  succession  to  Raydon. 

Robert  II.  is  probably  the  Robert  de  Reydon  who,  with 
others  of  the  township,  was  called  upon  in  June  1270  to  justify 
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certain  liberties  they  claimed.7  The  matter  was  referred  to  the 
king’s  court  at  Westminster,  and  there  adjourned,8  but  does  not 
seem  to  have  come  on  for  trial. 

Robert  de  Reydon  was  made  a burgess  of  Ipswich  in  1283. 
He  gave  a pipe  of  wine  on  admission,  and  promised  4d.  a year 
and  two  bushels  of  corn  for  freedom  from  tolls,  etc.9 

Some  examples  of  his  acquisitions  of  land  may  be  given. 

In  1281  he  acquired  land  and  rent  from  William  de  Cher- 
vill.10  From  Hugh  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Hugh  Talemasche, 
deceased,  he  purchased  the  homage  and  service  of  Thomas  son 
of  Michael  de  Freston  in  Freston.11  This  was  probably  about 
1293,  Robert  being  already  a knight.  In  1296  Nichola  and 
Albreda,  daughters  of  Gilbert  de  Reymes,  deceased,  quit- 
claimed to  Sir  Robert  de  Reydon,  kt.,  all  right  in  a messuage 
which  accrued  to  them  after  the  death  of  their  brother  Robert 
de  Reymes,  rector  of  Estonegosebekes  (?  Easton,  near  Fram- 
lingham).12  In  1306  the  manor  of  Alton  in  Figheldean,  Wilt- 
shire, was  settled  on  Richard  de  Brumpton,  with  remainder 
to  Thomas,  his  son,  and  issue.13  Soon  afterwards  they  must 
have  sold  it  to  Sir  Robert,  for  he  was  defendant  in  1309  to  a 
claim  for  dower  there  by  Alice  the  widow  of  Richard  de 
Brompton,  and  called  on  Richard’s  son,  Thomas,  to  warrant 
him.14  In  1320  he  sold  it.15  Robert  de  Belsted  and  Lora,  his 
wife,  in  1310  sold  to  Sir  Robert  all  their  cattle,  household 
goods,  etc.,  within  doors  and  without,  on  the  lands  with  which 
they  had  enfeoffed  him.16  Lora  may  have  been  the  widow  of 
the  Robert  son  of  William,  mentioned  above.  One  Robert  de 
Reydon  was  (among  others)  killed  in  London  in  1303-4.17 
In  1314  Robert  de  Reydone,  kt.,  granted  to  Adam  de  Chevre- 
vill  of  Raydon  and  Cristina,  his  wife,  for  life  all  the  lands,  etc., 
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in  Raydon  v/hich  he  had  acquired  from  William  de  Reydone, 
parson  of  Raydon,  and  Hugh  Soylard,  parson  of  Brent  Wen- 
ham,  with  reversion  to  himself.18  The  rectors  may  have  been 
trustees  for  the  disposal  of  the  Chevrevill  or  Chervill  property, 
which  certainly  passed  to  the  Bures  family,  no  doubt  as  heirs 
of  Reydon.19 

In  addition  to  lands  he  acquired  privileges  also.  He 
applied  for  a royal  charter  for  a weekly  market  at  Raydon,  free 
warren,  etc.,20  and  in  1310  this  was  granted.  Its  terms  show 
what  an  ample  estate  he  had  acquired.  The  charter  allowed 
him  and  his  heirs  a market  every  Saturday  at  the  manor  of 
Raydon,  and  a fair  on  the  vigil  and  feast  of  St.  Edmund  the 
archbishop  (15-16  Nov.)  ; free  warren  in  his  demesne  lands  of 
Raydon,  Brent  Wenham,  Hadleigh,  Holton,  Stratford,  Layham, 
Hintlesham,  Wherstead,  Freston,  Wolferston,  Badingham,  and 
Framlingham,  in  Suffolk  ; Ramsey  and  Wrabness  in  Essex  ; 
Bowthorp  in  Norfolk,  and  Figheldean  and  Alton  in  Wiltshire.21 

He  could  insist  on  his  own  rights,  while  conceding  to  others 
theirs.  The  marriage  of  one  Robert,  son  and  heir  of  Roger 
Maukel  of  Hintlesham,  under  age,  belonged  to  him  because 
Roger’s  land  was  held  of  him  by  knight’s  service.  But  the 
youthful  Robert,  without  leave,  married  Joan,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Stace  of  Ipswich,  and  Joan’s  father  in  13 11  obtained 
condonation  of  the  offence  by  paying  20  marks  of  silver.22 
He  disputed  the  claim  of  the  prior  of  Holy  Trinity,  Ipswich,  for 
a rent  of  2s.  8d.  for  a house  near  the  fish-market  there,  which 
had  belonged  to  Hugh  de  Reymes  ; but  in  1321  allowed  the 
prior’s  right  and  agreed  to  pay.23 

The  volumes  of  Palgrave’s  Parliamentary  Writs  24  afford 
evidence  of  his  public  services.  In  1298  and  1301  he  was 


24  ROYDON  OF  RAYDON,  RAMSEY,  ETC. 

summoned  to  perform  military  service  in  person  against  the 
Scots.  He  served  as  knight  of  the  shire  for  Suffolk  in  the 
parliaments  of  1305,  1306,  1307,  and  1309  ; as  assessor  and 
collector  of  scutages  and  other  levies  in  this  county  in  1306, 
1314,  and  1316  ; as  conservator  of  the  peace  and  justice  in 
1309,  I3I3>  and  1314-  In  the  last-named  capacity  he  does  not 
seem  to  have  given  satisfaction  to  the  king,  for  a record  of  the 
proceedings  before  him  as  justice  was  ordered  to  be  sent  into 
the  Exchequer  in  1319  and  1320.  Other  particulars  of  his 
public  activities  may  be  found  in  the  Calendars  of  the  Patent 
and  Close  Rolls,  down  to  1314  or  1315  ; 25  among  other  duties, 
he  was  appointed  in  1299  to  assist  in  the  collection  of  the  customs 
at  Ipswich.26  He  was  a tenant  of  the  earl  of  Norfolk  in  Layham 
and  Holton,27  and  acted  for  him  in  Suffolk  and  Essex  in  1302, 28 
and  was  attorney  for  Alice  the  countess  dowager,  from  1307 
to  13 1 1.29 

He  had  several  children  by  his  wife  Alice.  (1)  The  eldest 
was  William,  living  in  1286,  when  William  de  Caravilla  gave 
to  Robert  de  Reydon,  Alice,  his  wife,  and  William,  their  first- 
born son,  a piece  of  land  in  the  “ Muchelefeld  ” of  Raydon,  in 
return  for  12  marks  of  silver.  The  land  was  situated  between 
land  which  Dame  Ida  de  Nerford  held  in  dower  and  land  of 
Robert  son  of  William.30  It  seems  obvious  that  this  Dame 
Ida  was  the  widow  of  Sir  Robert  I.  By  another  charter 
Miles  Gregus  of  Raydon  released  to  Robert  de  Reydun,  Alice, 
his  wife,  and  William,  their  son,  a piece  of  land  in  the  field  called 
Helles  ” in  Raydon.31 

William,  however,  seems  to  have  died  shortly  afterwards, 
for  in  another  charter  of  about  the  same  date  (2)  John  is 
described  as  the  first-born  son.  By  it  Christiana,  daughter  of 
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Richard  Wade  of  Raydon,  gave  two  pieces  of  land  in  the  town 
in  “ Pyriefeld  ” to  Robert  de  Reydone,  Alice,  his  wife,  and 
John,  their  first-born  son.32  Henry  de  Botingham,  son  of  the 
late  Amice  de  Botingham,  for  20  marks  gave  to  Robert  de 
Reydon  and  John,  his  son,  20  acres  of  arable  land  in  Raydon, 
liable  to  render  |d.  to  a scutage  of  40s.  for  a knight’s  fee. 
This  was  in  1287.33  Sir  Robert  purchased  the  manor  of 
Bowthorp  in  Norfolk  from  Thomas  de  Brumpton  in  1311,34 
and  settled  it  on  his  son  John,  and  Hawise,  his  wife,  in  1315.35 
He  had  already  in  1314  by  fine  settled  the  reversion  of  his 
manor  of  Layham  upon  them,36  and  in  1315—16  added  a tene- 
ment in  Hintlesham,  Raydon,  Chattisham,  Flockton,  and 
Hadleigh  acquired  from  Robert  Maukel.37 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  dowry  assigned  by  John 
de  Reydone  on  his  marriage  with  Hawise  : 38 

John  de  Reydone,  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Robert  de  Reydone, 
kt.,  assigns  dower  to  Hawise,  daughter  of  Sir  Nicholas 
Pony[n]ggs,  kt.,  whom  he  has  espoused  at  the  door  of  St. 
Mary’s  chapel  of  Smalebriggs  in  the  parish  of  Bures  St.  Mary, 
17  June  7 Edward  II.  [1314]  in  presence  of  Sir  Robert  de 
Bures,  kt.,  James  de  Bures,  Sir  William,  rector  of  Raydon, 
Walter  de  Westhale,  Sir  William  de  Castell  Bernard,  chaplain, 
Richard  de  Garbotlesham,  chaplain,  Ralph  de  Reydone, 
Walter  de  Reydone,  Thomas  de  Reydone,  John  Peverel,  John 
the  Tailor  of  Wrentham,  Henry  de  Neuton,  clerk,  William 
Wybert,  John  Develin,  chaplain,  Nicholas  Bonde  and  Thomas 
de  Westhale  ; by  assent  of  Sir  Robert  de  Reydone,  his  father, 
then  present  and  consenting  : viz.  a messuage,  2 carucates  of 
land,  4 acres  meadow,  20  acres  pasture,  and  24s.  rent  in 
Okennill,  Batingham,  Perham,  Framelyngham  and  Kettelberg 
in  Suffolk,  should  grantor  die  during  his  father’s  lifetime. 


26  ROYDON  OF  RAYDON,  RAMSEY,  ETC. 

John  de  Reydon  probably  died  before  his  father,  and  no 
further  account  of  his  life  can  be  given.  His  widow,  Hawise, 
married  Sir  John  de  Wesham,  by  whom  she  had  a son  John  ; 
she  was  alive  in  1341. 39  John  de  Reydon  left  a daughter  and 
heir  Alice,  who  married  Sir  Andrew  de  Bures,  son  of  Sir 
Robert  de  Bures  of  Acton,40  who  has  already  been  mentioned 
as  lord  ol  the  manor  of  Merks  in  Raydon.  The  result  of  the 
marriage  was  to  unite  the  two  lordships  of  Raydon.  Sir 
Andrew  died  12  April  1360,  holding  in  conjunction  with  Alice, 
his  wife,  the  manors  of  Bowthorp  in  Norfolk,  Layham,  Wher- 
stead,  and  Raydon,  and  in  his  own  right  the  manor  of  Merks 
in  Raydon  ; with  various  other  manors.  Raydon  was  then  held 
of  Thomas  de  Houland  and  John  Fitz-Rauf,  and  Merks  of  the 
earl  of  Hereford.  The  heir  was  a son  Robert,  aged  26.41  The 
pedigrees  state  that  there  was  another  son  named  Andrew,  from 
whom  descended  the  Henry  Bures  who,  about  1500,  recovered 
the  manors  in  Raydon.  He  left  four  daughters  as  coheirs. 

Alice,  the  widow  of  Sir  Andrew,  afterwards  married  Sir 
John  de  Sutton,  and  is  said  to  have  had  a daughter  Margery 
by  him.  Robert  de  Bures  died  about  a year  after  his  father, 
leaving  a daughter  and  heir,  Alice,  who  married  Sir  Guy 
Bryan.  Her  grandmother  Alice,  however,  held  Raydon  and 
other  manors  till  her  death  in  August  1392.  The  Court  rolls 
preserved  in  the  Public  Record  Office  (203-105)  show  that 
Robert  de  Bures  was  followed  in  1361  by  Alice  de  Bures,  and 
in  the  following  year,  through  her  marriage,  John  de  Sutton 
the  younger  was  lord.  The  Ministers’  Accounts  of  a later  time 
show  Alice  de  Sutton  in  possession,  in  her  second  widowhood.42 
The  inquisition  states  that  her  heir  was  the  above-mentioned 
Alice  Bryan,  aged  30  and  more,  she  being  daughter  of  Robert 
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de  Bures,  son  of  Andrew  de  Bures  by  the  said  Alice,  once 
wife  of  Andrew.43 

The  younger  Alice,  widow  of  Sir  Guy  Bryan,  died  in 
January  1434-5,  holding  Raydon  and  other  manors,  and  the 
heir  was  her  daughter  Elizabeth,  48  years  of  age,  widow  of 
Robert  Lovell,  Esq.44  Elizabeth’s  daughter  Matilda  married 
(1)  Sir  Richard  Stafford,  by  whom  she  had  a daughter  Avice  ; 
and  (2)  John,  earl  of  Arundel,  by  whom  she  had  a son  who,  in 
1435,  succeeded  his  father  as  earl.  Matilda  died  in  May  1436, 
and  her  heir  was  found  to  be  this  son,  Humphrey,  earl  of 
Arundel,  then  seven  or  eight  years  old  and  in  ward  to  the 
king.45  Elizabeth  outlived  her  daughter  about  a year,  and, 
dying  in  July  1437,  the  young  earl,  her  grandson,  became  heir 
to  Raydon  and  her  other  manors.46  He  died,  however,  in  the 
following  April ; so  his  half-sister  Avice,  wife  of  Sir  James  de 
Ormond,  then  14  years  of  age  and  more,  came  into  possession 
of  Elizabeth’s  estates,  including  Raydon.47  Her  husband 
inherited  the  earldom  of  Ormond  and  was  created  earl  of 
Wiltshire,  but  he  had  no  children  by  Avice,  who  died  in  July 
1457.  Her  heir  was  then  stated  to  be  Humphrey  Stafford,  her 
cousin,  being  son  of  John,  brother  of  her  father  Richard,  and 
24  years  of  age.48  So  far  as  Raydon  is  concerned  this  finding 
was  erroneous,  for  it  came  to  Richard  through  his  wife.  The 
earl  of  Wiltshire  held  it  till  his  death  (or  disappearance)  in  1461, 
when  his  estates  were  declared  forfeit  to  the  Crown,  he  being  a 
Lancastrian.49  A claim  thereupon  made  by  the  heir  male  of 
Sir  Robert  de  Raydon  will  be  noticed  in  its  place. 

(3)  Another  son  was  Roger,  who  became  a priest  and  was 
rector  of  Clenchwarton  in  Norfolk  from  1303,  having  been 
presented  by  Sir  Thomas  de  Ingoldesthorpe.50 
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(4)  Ralph  de  Reydon,  ultimately  his  father’s  heir  male,  is 
mentioned  in  a deed  of  about  1290,  whereby  John  de  Berkingge, 
rector  of  Colne  Engaine,  gave  to  Robert  de  Reydon,  Alice,  his 
wife,  and  Ralph,  their  son,  io£-  acres  of  arable  land  in  Raydon 
and  (East)  Bergholt.61  At  the  beginning  of  1292  John  Tastard 
quitclaimed  to  them  the  same  land  according  to  the  charter 
just  cited.52  John  made  a claim  respecting  lands  in  Raydon, 
Brent  Wenham,  and  East  Bergholt  in  1292  against  Fulk  de 
Vaux,  Robert  de  Reydon,  and  many  others.  Fulk  and  Robert 
came,  but  he  withdrew  his  claim  against  them  ; as  to  the  other 
defendants  his  claim  was  rejected  by  the  court.53  In  April 
1291  Alice  de  Capravilla  (Cherville)  of  Raydon,  as  widow  of 
William  de  Capravilla,  granted  various  pieces  of  land  in 
Raydon  to  Robert  de  Reydon  and  Ralph,  his  son.54  The 
further  history  of  this  son  will  be  given  in  the  next  chapter. 

(5)  Walter  appears  to  have  been  a favourite  son  and  his 
father’s  hope.  He  is  named  after  Ralph  in  their  brother  John’s 
marriage  deed  quoted  above,  so  that  he  was  no  doubt  the 
younger  brother.  The  father  made  two  grants  of  land  in  1316. 
By  one  he  gave  a messuage,  140  acres  arable  land,  etc.,  in 
Freston,  Wherstead,  and  Holbrook  to  Annora,  widow  of  John 
Testard,  for  her  life,  with  reversion  to  Walter  de  Reydon  ; 55 
and  by  the  other  he  gave  to  Roger  de  Reymys  for  life  a 
messuage,  40  acres  arable  land,  etc.,  in  Raydon,  the  reversion 
being  again  to  Walter.56  In  1318  Robert  de  Reydon  and 
Margery,  his  wife,  made  a settlement  of  five  messuages,  mill, 
873  acres  land,  32  acres  meadow,  54  acres  pasture,  58  acres 
wood,  37  acres  alderwood,  60  acres  heath,  and  £6: 17s.  rent  in 
Raydon,  Brent  Wenham,  Hadleigh,  Layham,  Higham,  Holton, 
Capel,  Little  Wenham,  Wherstead,  Freston,  Woolverston, 
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Bentley,  and  Westerfield,  and  the  advowson  of  Raydon  church, 
by  granting  the  same  to  trustees — Roger  de  Reydon,  rector  of 
Clenchwarton  and  Edmund  de  Gonevil,  rector  of  Rushworth. 
This  latter  was  the  founder  of  Gonville  (and  Caius)  College, 
Cambridge.  Three  messuages,  721  acres  land,  etc.,  and  the 
advowson  were  held  in  demesne,  and  these  the  trustees  at  once 
regranted  to  Robert  and  Margery,  and  their  issue  male,  with 
remainder  to  Walter,  son  of  Robert,  and  his  issue  male  ; in 
default  to  the  right  heirs  of  Robert.  Petronilla,  widow  of 
William  de  Nerford,  put  in  her  claim  (as  the  superior  lord)  and 
Robert  de  Reymes  also  put  in  a claim.57  It  may  be  suggested 
that  John,  the  eldest  son,  was  already  dead,  leaving  a daughter 
as  heir,  and  that  Sir  Robert  provided  this  considerable  estate 
for  his  son  Walter  in  hope  that  he  would  become  the  ancestor 
of  another  line  of  Reydons. 

Walter,  it  will  be  seen  below,  was  still  living  at  his  father’s 
death  in  1323,  but  is  not  heard  of  afterwards.  The  father 
having  at  the  time  an  estate  in  Wiltshire,  the  son  may  be  the 
Walter  de  Reyndon,  yeoman  of  the  bishop  of  Winchester  the 
chancellor,  whom  the  bishop  was  sending  in  December  1316 
to  purvey  victuals  for  his  household  and  the  clerks  of  the 
Chancery  against  their  arrival  in  Wiltshire.58  There  was, 
however,  a contemporary  Walter  de  Reyndon,  an  Essex  man, 
who  is  mentioned  several  times.59 

In  addition  to  the  sons,  Sir  Robert  appears  to  have  had 
daughters,  to  judge  by  the  following  grants.  In  1301  he 
confirmed  to  Richard  de  Brumpton  and  Avice,  his  wife,  and 
their  male  issue  a tenement  in  Colne  Engayne,  at  the  rent  of  a 
rose  yearly  ; with  reversion,  in  default  of  such  issue,  to  Robert 
the  grantor.60  In  1304  he  made  a similar  confirmation  of 
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lands  in  YVrabness  and  Ramsey  to  William  de  Rameseye  and 
Elizabeth,  his  wife,  and  their  issue,  with  remainders,  in  default, 
to  Ralph,  son  of  Robert,  and  to  Roger  and  Walter,  brothers  of 
Ralph,  and  to  John  de  Reydon  the  elder.61  Elizabeth  seems 
to  have  died  before  1318,  when  Sir  Robert  de  Reydon  con- 
firmed to  William  de  Rameseye  and  Matilda,  his  wife,  a tene- 
ment in  Raydon  and  Layham  for  their  lives,  with  reversion  to 
his  son  Roger  de  Reydon  and  Ralph,  his  brother,  and  Ralph’s 
issue.62 

Brothers  of  Sir  Robert  are  also  named  in  the  charters,  but 
in  no  case  does  their  father’s  name  appear.  In  1295  a small 
tenement  was  granted  to  William  de  Reydon,  brother  of  Sir 
Robert.63  Richard  de  Reydon,  brother  of  Robert  (not  then  a 
knight),  acquired  land  in  Wadescroft  in  1291  from  Robert  Wade 
of  Raydon.64  In  1308  Adam  de  Capravilla  gave  to  Thomas 
de  Reydone  for  life  a piece  of  land  in  Raydon  between  land 
belonging  to  St.  Botolph’s  at  Colchester  and  land  of  the  rector.65 
Land  called  Paschalys  land  was  in  1317  given  to  Thomas  de 
Reydon  (brother  of  Sir  Robert)  and  William  Araz,  his  son,  by 
Roger  de  Reymes  and  Roesia,  his  wife,  for  the  grantors’  lives.66 
The  surname  Araz  (or  Arras)  occurs  again  in  the  district. 
Adam  de  Capravilla  in  1299  gave  land  to  Peter  de  Reydon, 
brother  of  Sir  Robert,67  and  Sir  Robert  himself  about  the  same 
time  gave  some  to  Peter.68  John  atte  Schagh  of  Holton 
released  to  the  same  Peter,  brother  of  Sir  Robert,  a rent  of  6d. 
due  from  land  in  Raydon.69  In  1307  Geoffrey  de  Fulslo  gave 
to  Peter  de  Reydon  land  in  Raydon.  The  kinship  is  not 
stated,  but  Sir  Robert  was  a witness  of  the  charter.70  Peter  de 
Reydon  (brother  of  Sir  Robert)  and  William  the  Marshal,  his 
younger  son,  in  1316  obtained  a house,  etc.,  in  Raydon  from 
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Robert  the  Miller  of  Washbroke  and  Alice,  his  wife.71  Peter’s 
elder  son  does  not  occur  in  the  deeds  accessible.  Peter  de 
Reydone  and  Ida,  his  daughter,  acquired  land  in  Pyrifeld  in 
Raydon  in  1309,  Sir  Robert  again  being  a witness.72  The 
brothers  Richard,  Peter,  and  Thomas  de  Reydone  attested  a 
local  charter  in  1323.73  Peter  son  of  Thomas  de  Reydon 
made  a grant  of  land  in  1330,  Richard  de  Reydone  being  one 
witness.74  Joan  the  Marshal,  widow  of  Peter  de  Reydon  (no 
doubt  the  brother  of  Sir  Robert),  gave  her  dower  lands,  Grey- 
goose  Croft,  etc.,  to  Andrew  de  Beures  in  the  same  year.75 
In  1358  Sir  Andrew  de  Bures  and  Alice,  his  wife,  gave  to  Peter 
de  Reydon  and  Joan,  his  wife,  a cottage  in  Raydon,  between 
tenements  of  William  de  Reydon  and  Nicholas  Wyle  ; 76  but 
it  is  not  possible  to  trace  the  relationships  of  these  later  members 
of  the  family. 

Sir  Robert  also  had  a sister  Floria,  who  as  widow  sur- 
rendered land  in  Pirifeld  to  him  ; it  lay  by  the  road  from 
Sholley  to  Ipswich.77  The  charter  is  undated,  and  so  Floria 
may  have  been  sister  to  the  elder  Sir  Robert.  The  name 
Floria  occurs  in  the  district ; Thomas  Bardolf  and  Floria,  his 
wife,  are  mentioned  in  1286. 78 

As  will  have  been  seen  from  a final  concord  of  1318  quoted 
above,  Sir  Robert’s  second  wife  was  named  Margery.  Her 
surname  has  not  been  discovered,  but  may  have  been  Reymes. 
This  would  explain  the  putting  in  of  a claim  by  Robert  de 
Reymes.  There  is  also  a not  very  intelligible  entry  in  Reyce’s 
notes  regarding  Raydon  church,  which  may  be  taken  to  mean 
that  a coat  of  arms  appeared  there  of  Filliol  impaling 
Reymes.79  Sir  Robert  de  Reydon  and  Margery,  his  wife, 
acquired  a messuage  in  Reydon  in  13 18. 80  In  a deed  dated 
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16  Nov.  1322,  which  appears  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a last  will, 
Sir  Robert  de  Reydon  sold  to  William,  rector  of  Raydon,  and 
to  Roger,  rector  of  Clenchwarton,  all  his  goods  and  chattels  in 
Suffolk,  certain  things  being  reserved  to  Margery,  his  wife. 
Thomas  de  Reydon  was  a witness.81  He  died  about  Candle- 
mas (2  Feb.)  next  following  [1322-3],  and  was  buried  in 
Raydon  Church,  where  his  tombstone  inscribed  “ Robertus 
Reydon  chivaler,”  could  be  seen  in  the  seventeenth  century.82 

The  inquest  taken  after  his  death  records  that  he  held  the 
manor  of  Raydon  in  Suffolk,  with  appurtenances  in  Brent 
Wenham,  Hadleigh,  etc.  (as  in  the  fine),  of  Petronilla  de 
Nerford,  by  the  service  of  one  knight’s  fee  ; he  also  held  the 
manor  of  Wherstead  of  Robert  de  Todenham  (as  a member  of 
his  manor  of  Newton  by  Ipswich)  by  the  fourth  part  of  a 
knight’s  fee.  The  widow  Margery  was  entitled  to  hold  the 
same  for  life  ; after  her  death  the  estate  would  go  to  Walter, 
son  of  Sir  Robert.83  As  he  had  held  nothing  of  the  king  in 
chief,  the  escheator  was  ordered  not  to  meddle  with  the 
estate.84 

Walter  seems  to  have  died  without  issue  not  long  afterwards, 
for  in  1336  Andrew  de  Bures  and  Alice,  his  wife,  granted  to 
feoffees  15  messuages,  900  acres  arable  land,  etc.,  in  Raydon, 
Brent  Wenham,  and  the  other  places  named  in  the  fine  of  1318, 
the  reversion  being  due  to  them  on  the  death  of  Margery, 
widow  of  Robert  de  Reydon.  The  feoffees  regranted  the  same 
to  Andrew  and  Alice  and  their  issue,  with  remainder  to  the 
right  heirs  of  Alice.85 

Margery  before  November  1326  had  married  Sir  John 
Filliol,  kt.,  who  at  that  time  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
100s.  from  Ralph  de  Reydon.86  She  was  still  living  in  1346 
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when  dower  was  delivered  to  her  in  Ramsey  as  widow  of  Sir 
Robert  de  Reydone.87  Immediately  afterwards  she  demised 
the  same,  as  Dame  Margery  Fillol,  formerly  the  wife  of  Sir 
Robert  de  Reydone,  to  Walter  de  Reydone  (son  of  Ralph)  for 
a rent  of  £\  a year,  payable  at  her  manor  of  Raydon.88  She 
died  soon  afterwards,  viz.  on  9 Oct.  1346.  Her  husband  had 
died  many  years  before.  She  had  by  him  a son  John  (. s.p .) 
and  a daughter  and  heir  Cecily,  aged  22  in  1346,  who  was  wife 
of  Sir  John  de  Bohun.89  Walter  was  in  possession  of  the  estate 
in  1348. 90 

In  order  to  show  the  changes  in  the  lordships  it  will  be 
useful  to  place  side  by  side  the  records  printed  in  the  Feudal 
Aids ,91  for  Raydon. 

1302-3. — Robert  de  Reydon  and  his  tenants  held  \ knight’s 
fee  of  the  heirs  of  John  de  Vaux. 

John  de  Sulny  and  William  de  St.  Martin  and 
their  tenants  also  held  \ knight’s  fee  of  the 
same  heirs. 

Juliana  de  Merk  and  her  tenants  held  J knight’s 
fee  of  the  earl  of  Hereford. 

Adam  de  Cherville  and  his  tenants  held  \ knight’s 
fee  of  John  son  of  William  de  Holebrok. 

1316. — Robert  de  Reydon  is  the  only  tenant  recorded. 

1346-55. — Andrew  de  Bures  held  J knight’s  fee  which 
Robert  de  Reydon  had  held  of  the  heirs  of 
Vaux. 

He  also  held  J knight’s  fee  which  Adam  de 
Chervill  had  held. 

And  with  John  de  Sulny  held  £ knight’s  fee 
which  Sulny  and  St.  Martin  had  held. 

Lora  Belet  held  \ knight’s  fee  which  Juliana 
Merk  had  held. 

F 
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In  1316  also  Robert  de  Reydon  held  Wherstead,  which 
Andrew  de  Bures  held  in  1346-55  ; and  he  also  held  Alton  in 
Amesbury  Hundred  in  Wiltshire,  which  the  prioress  of  Ames- 
bury  seems  to  have  acquired  later.92  In  Norfolk  Sir  John  de 
Clavering  and  Sir  Robert  de  Reydone  held  Bowthorp  and 
Bauburgh  in  1316  ; 93  Hawise  de  Wysham  and  her  tenants 
held  in  1346— 55. 94 

The  following  entries  in  a Suffolk  subsidy  roll  of  1327  95 
will  show  the  distribution  of  the  surname  a few  years  after  Sir 
Robert's  death  : 


Raydon  : Richard  de  Reydon  paid  6d. 

Roger  de  Reydon  paid  I3§d. 
Thomas  de  Reydon  paid  2s. 
Thomas  de  Reydon  paid  6d. 
Ralph  de  Reydon  paid  2s. 
William  de  Reydon  paid  3s. 
Stephen  de  Reydon  paid  2s.  6d. 
John  de  Reydon  paid  2s. 
Leystone  (Blything  Hund.) : William  de  Reydon  paid  8d. 


Freston  : 

Hintlesham  : 
Higham  : 

Hoxne  ctim  Denham 
Badingham  : 


William  de  Reydon  of  Buxlow  in  Blything  Hundred 
married  Agnes,  sister  and  heir  of  John  Querdeboef  (d.  1319), 96 
and  so  acquired  the  lordship  and  advowson  of  the  church. 
These  he  sold  in  1343  to  John  de  Braham  of  Knoddishall  and 
Roger  his  son.97  The  Braham  or  Brame  family  long  con- 
tinued there.  As  they  were  seated  at  Brantham  near  Raydon, 
William  de  Reydon  was  perhaps  a member  of  the  family  whose 
fortunes  are  here  narrated. 
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NOTES 

1 Add.  MS.  19105,  f.  226. 

2 Parliamentary  Writs,  i.  414. 

3 Feet  of  Fines,  55  Hen.  III.;  Suffolk,  n.  17.  For  a further  claim  by  John 
de  Vaux  see  Curia  Regis  Roll  201,  m.  30. 

4 Harl.  Charter  52.  A.  33. 

5 Feet  of  Fines,  15  Edw.  I.  ; Suffolk,  n.  71.  Master  Roger  de  Holebrook 
put  in  his  claim. 

6 Plac.  de  Terris  datis,  p.  136,  in  Rotuli  selecti  (Rec.  Com.);  Cal.  Misc.  Inq. 
ii.  203,  etc. 

7 Assize  R.  822,  m.  1 a. 

8 Curia  Regis  Roll  200  B,  m.  4. 

9 Davy,  Add.  MS.  19105,  f.  74,  quoting  the  Ipswich  Domesday,  i.  47. 

10  Harl.  Charter  48.  A.  51.  This  surname  is  Latinised  as  Caravilla  or  Capravilla. 

11  Ibid.  56.  H.  2. 

12  Ancient  Deeds  (P.R.O.),  C.  517,  171. 

13  Feet  of  Fines,  34  Edw.  I.  ; Wilts.,  n.  19. 

14  De  Banco  R.  178,  m.  74^. 

15  Feet  of  Fines,  13  Edw.  II.  ; Wilts.,  n.  12. 

16  Harl.  Charter  45.  I.  43. 

17  Cal.  Pat.  R.  1 301-7,  p.  276. 

18  Harl.  Charter  55.  C.  19. 

19  See  also  Ancient  Deeds  (P.R.O.),  C.  1845,  C.  2565. 

20  Ancient  Petitions  (P.R.O.),  n.  9381. 

21  Cal.  Charter  Rolls,  iii.  167. 

22  Harl.  Charter  55.  C.  18.  Thomas  Stacy  was  bailiff  of  Ipswich  in  1296  and 
many  later  years. 

23  Stowe  Charter  (B.M.),  400. 

24  Printed  by  the  Record  Commission. 

23  See  also  Cal.  Misc.  Inq.  ii.  22,  23,  42,  529;  Cal.  of  Fine  Rolls,  ii.  217, 
219,  222. 

26  Cal.  Patent  R.  1292-1301,  p.  433. 

27  Cal.  Close  R.  1302-7,  p.  512  ; Cal.  Inq.  p.m.  iv.  301. 

28  Cal.  Close  R.  1296-1302,  p.  581. 

29  Cal.  Pat.  R.  1301-7,  p.  520 ; 1307-13,  p.  201,  283,  394. 

30  Harl.  Charter  47.  G.  43. 

31  Ibid.  50.  I.  51. 

32  Ibid.  57.  D.  17. 

33  Ibid.  46.  I.  41. 

34  Cal.  Pat.  R.  1307-13,  p.  324.  See  Blomefield’s  Norfolk,  ii.  386. 

33  Cal.  Pat.  R.  1313-17,  p.  222. 
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38  Feet  of  Fines,  8 Edward  II. ; Suffolk,  n.  137.  Roger  de  Reydon  and  Ralph 
de  Reydon  were  the  grantors  or  feoffees. 

37  Feet  of  Fines,  9 Edward  II.  ; Suffolk,  n.  30. 

38  Harl.  MS.  381,  f.  132.  This  is  one  of  Sir  Symonds  D’Ewes’  MSS.,  and  he 
here  gives  an  exact  copy  of  the  original  deed,  adding  drawings  of  the  appended 
seals.  One  seal  is  that  of  Sir  Robert  de  Reydon  (Chequy,  with  a cross)  ; the  other, 
used  by'  John  his  son,  shows  a cross  engrailed  impaling  Reydon,  the  former  coat 
being  perhaps  Inglethorp  or  Peyton. 

39  Cal.  Close  R.  1341-43,  p.  133,  524.  Blomefield  says  she  was  still  living  in 
1359- 

40  Feet  of  Fines,  11  Edw.  II.  ; Suff.,  n.  98  ; 10  Edw.  III.,  n.  7. 

41  Inq.  p.m.  34  Edw.  III.,  n.  60. 

42  Ministers’  Accounts,  1003/21. 

43  Inq.  p.m.  16  Ric.  II.,  n.  25  (file  75). 

44  Inq.  p.m.  13  Hen.  VI.,  n.  34  (file  70). 

45  Inq.  p.m.  15  Hen.  VI.,  n.  39  (file  81). 

46  Inq.  p.m.  16  Hen.  VI.,  n.  46  (file  87). 

47  Inq.  p.m.  16  Hen.  VI.,  n.  50  (file  88). 

48  Inq.  p.m.  35  Hen.  VI.,  n.  16  (file  164). 

49  See  G.  E.  C.,  Complete  Peerage,  under  ORMONDE.  Also  Ministers’  Accts. 
(P.R.O.),  1003/22. 

50  Ancient  Deeds  (P.R.O.),  C.  2987  ; Blomefield,  Norfolk,  viii.  381. 

61  Harl.  Charter  46.  A.  48. 

62  Ibid.  56.  H.  8. 

63  Assize  R.  840,  m.  7. 

64  Ancient  Deeds  (P.R.O.),  C.  1546. 

55  Feet  of  Fines,  9 Edward  II.  ; Suffolk,  n.  37. 

56  Ibid.  n.  43. 

57  Ibid.  11  Edw.  II. ; Suffolk,  n.  109. 

58  Cal.  Pat.  R.  1313-17,  p.  613.  Walter  de  Reyndon,  bailiff  of  the  Winchester 
manor  of  Bishop’s  Knoyle,  Wilts.,  attested  Hindon  charters  in  1317  and  1318  ; 
Tropenell  Cart.  (Wilts.  Arch.  Soc.),  ii.  5,  6. 

59  Cal.  Pat.  R.  1292-1301,  p.  440  ; ibid.  1301-7,  p.  112  ; Feet  of  Fines,  6 Edw. 
II.  ; Essex  (Walter’s  wife  was  Denise)  ; Cal.  Close  R.  1313-18,  p.  334. 

60  Feet  of  Fines,  29  Edw.  I.  ; Essex. 

61  Ibid.  32  Edw.  I.  ; Essex. 

62  Harl.  Charter  55.  C.  20. 

63  Ibid.  56.  B.  39. 

64  Ibid.  57.  D.  16. 

65  Ancient  Deeds  (P.R.O.),  C.  2636. 

68  Harl.  Charter  55.  C.  46. 

87  Ibid.  47.  G.  15. 
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68  Ibid.  55.  C.  16.  The  seal  shows  a lion  passant,  with  legend  : s’  roberti 
DE  REIDVNE. 

69  Ancient  Deeds  (P.R.O.),  C.  6105. 

70  Ibid.  C.  823. 

71  Harl.  Charter  54.  A.  23.  See  also  56.  E.  12,  dated  1330. 

72  Ibid.  56.  E.  11. 

73  Ibid.  48.  B.  2. 

74  Ibid.  55.  C.  23.  See  also  a note  by  Davy  in  Add.  MS.  19147,  from  Pleas 
of  Easter  Term  1338  : Peter  son  of  Thomas  de  Reydon,  releases  to  William  de  la 
Marche  and  Alice  his  wife,  lands  in  Holton  and  Raydon. 

75  Harl.  Charter  55.  C.  24. 

76  Ibid.  47.  E.  II. 

77  Ibid . 55.  C.  21. 

78  Assize  R.  826,  m.  13 d. 

79  Add.  MS.  15520,  f.  36. 

80  Harl.  Charter  55.  D.  43. 

81  Ancient  Deeds  (P.R.O.),  C.  2987. 

82  Cole  MS.  xxviii.  (Add.  MS.  5829),  f.  198  ; quoting  Reyce’s  “ Breviary  of 
Suffolk,”  vol.  2. 

83  Cal.  Inq.  p.m.  vi.  247. 

84  Cal.  Close  R.,  1323-27,  p.  1. 

85  Feet  of  Fines,  10  and  11  Edw.  III.  ; Suffolk,  n.  7. 

80  Harl.  Charter  49.  I.  53. 

87  Ibid.  55.  C.  35. 

88  Ibid.  78.  A.  55. 

89  Cal.  Inq.  p.m.  viii.  481.  Cf.  vii.  317. 

90  Harl.  Charter  56.  G.  19. 

91  Op.  cit.  v.  25,  37,  49. 

92  Ibid.  v.  37,  199. 

93  Ibid.  iii.  483. 

94  Ibid.  iii.  534. 

95  A Suffolk  Hundred  in  1327  (Suff.  “ Green  Books  ”). 

96  Blomefield,  Norfolk,  vi.  327  ; Suckling,  Suffolk,  ii.  193. 

97  Bodleian  Charters  Cat.  446. 
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APPENDIX 

RAYDON  CHARTERS 

A selection  of  the  charters  used  in  Chapters  I.-III.  is  here 
given,  to  illustrate  the  topography  and  family  history.  Among 
the  noteworthy  expressions  is  that  of  “ land  de  ware  ” (Nos. 
i,  3 and  4). 


1.  Harleian  Charter  53.  C.  51 

Ralph  de  Mandavill  to  Aceline  son  of  Gilibert  all  land  of 
Gilbert  his  father,  sc.  15  acres  “ de  ware,”  and  all  the  land 
which  was  of  Alfric  de  Reidun,  sc.  15  acres  “ de  ware,”  with 
appurtenances  (sc.  Brunescroft,  Crouenhel  and  Pilecochesland) ; 
to  be  held  by  a rent  of  8s.  “ and  to  my  wife  4d.” — at  St. 
Andrew  32d.,  Easter  32d.,  at  St.  John  32d.  and  to  my  wife  4d. 
at  Michaelmas  ; paying  3s.  to  a royal  scutage  of  20s.  Aceline 
gives  20s.  of  gersuma,  and  to  my  wife  a besant  and  becomes 
my  man. 

Witnesses ; Geoff,  de  Mandavill  my  brother,  Rob.  son  of 
Warin,  Will,  de  Chevervill,  Hugh  his  brother,  Ralph  son  of 
Etard,  Gilbert  son  of  Norman,  Warin  son  of  Walchir,  Wade 
de  Reindun,  Richard  his  son. 

(Seal  lost.) 


2.  Cotton  Charter  xxvii.  96 

Eutropius  de  Merc  * and  Petronilla  de  Mandavilla  his 
wife  grant  to  Peter  de  Roiges  15  acres  of  land  in  Reindunia, 

* Eutropius  de  Merc  was  living  in  1194,  when  Henry  his  son  had  some  of  his 
goods. — Rot.  Cur.  Regis,  i.  He  was  still  living  in  1198. 
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which  Alexander  son  of  Gilbert  held  and  quitclaimed  to 
grantors  in  the  court  {curia)  of  Reindunia.  Rent  3s. 

Witnesses : Robert  son  of  Robert  de  Reidunia,  Ralph 

de  Chervile,  Hugh  son  of  Ralph,  Robert  de  Lafham, 
William  his  son,  Osebert  son  of  Atchelin,  Gilbert  clerk  of 
Theie,  John  son  of  Eadmund,  Robert  his  brother,  John  son 
of  Wimund,  Hugh  the  clerk  del  Pand. 


3.  Cotton  Charter  xii.  14 

Grant  by  Henry  de  Merc,  with  the  consent  and  at  the 
request  of  Agnes  his  wife,  to  Osbert  son  of  Ascelin  de  Reindune 
and  his  heirs,  of  all  the  lands  which  Ralph  de  Mandeville  gave, 
in  the  town  of  Reindune,  to  the  said  Ascelin  for  his  homage 
and  service  and  for  20  shillings  of  silver,  that  is  to  say  15  acres 
of  the  land  de  ware  which  belonged  to  Gilbert  father  of  the 
said  Ascelin  ; other  15  acres  of  the  land  de  ware  which  Alfric 
de  Reindune  sometime  held  in  the  town  of  Reindune,  to  wit, 
Brunes  croft  and  Throwelhel  and  Pilecokesland,  with  all  the 
appurtenances  : to  hold  to  Osbert  and  his  heirs  of  the  grantor 
and  his  heirs,  rendering  yearly  8s.  of  silver  and  4d.  to  the 
grantor’s  wife,  that  is  to  say,  32d.  at  each  of  the  feasts  of  St. 
Andrew,  Easter  and  St.  John  Baptist,  and  4d.  to  the  grantor’s 
wife  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael,  for  all  services  and  demands 
saving  forinsec  service  of  the  lord  the  king,  to  wit,  3s.  for  20s. 
scutage  in  England  and  for  more  more  and  for  less  less.  For 
which  confirmation  Osbert  gave  the  grantor  2 marks  of  silver 
and  to  Agnes  his  wife  half  a mark  of  silver.  Warranty  by  the 
grantor. 

Witnesses : Matthew  de  Leyham,  William  son  of  Robert 
de  Reindune,  Ralph  de  Chereville,  Reginald  de  Leyham, 
Robert  his  son,  Walter  son  of  Hugh,  Thomas  de  Pand, 
Roger  de  Pand,  John  de  Pand,  William  son  of  Robert 
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de  Lafham,  Thomas  his  brother,  Bartholomew  de  Lafham, 
Ralph  Curbern  {curfin),  Simon  son  of  Robert  de  Lafham. 

Round  seal,  bearing  equestrian  figure.  Inscription — 

4-  siGifcfi  : rjGNRici  : dc  : mgrc  : 


4.  Harleian  Charter  53.  A.  31 

Robert  de  Lindholt  grants  to  Roger  son  of  Elwi  2\  acres 
“ de  warre  de  Elfricesland  ” [?  in  Raydon],  etc.  Rent  3o-|d.  a 
year.  To  pay  3d.  when  the  king  levies  a scutage  of  20s.  on  a 
fee.  Roger  gave  6s.  gersuma  to  grantor  and  4d.  to  Robert  his 
son. 

Witnesses : John  de  Peitune,  John  son  of  Richard,  Sired 
son  of  Nigel,  Peter  son  of  John  de  Peitune,  Peter,  John 
son  (fil’,  qy.  Peter  [and]  John  sons)  of  Richard,  Richard 
son  of  Oldam,  Geoffrey  son  of  Elwi,  John  son  of  Ernold, 
William  de  Lindholt,  Gilbert  son  of  H.  the  reeve,  H.  the 
chaplain  who  wrote  the  charter. 

Equestrian  seal. 


5.  Harleian  Charter  55.  C.  48 

Grant  by  Richard  son  of  Warin  de  Reindun  to  Dyonisia, 
wife  of  William  son  of  Robert,  of  3^  acres  of  land  in  Reindon, 
in  the  field  called  Priefeld,  one  end  extending  to  dower  land  of 
Dame  Melioris. 

Witnesses  : Sir  Mathew  de  Layham,  Robert  de  Layham, 
Ralph  de  Cara  Villa,  Osbert  son  of  Asceline,  Robert  his 
son,  John  son  of  Eadmund,  Herbert  de  Dentun,  Rob.  de 
Stanfeld,  Mathew  de  Stanfeld,  Hugh  the  clerk,  Stephen 
his  son,  Robert  de  Norhwde,  Ralph  of  the  Bridge. 

Seal  broken,  but  an  old  drawing  on  the  back  gives  a 
fleur-de-lys,  with  sigil’  ricardi  filii  warin. 
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6.  Ancient  Deeds,  P.R.O.,  C.  2290 

William  son  of  William  son  of  Stephen  grants  to  Robert 
son  of  Siward  de  Reidun  all  the  pasture  of  my  alder  bed  in 
Reidun,  abutting  on  the  south  on  land  of  William  de  Kara 
villa,  etc. 

Witnesses : William  son  of  Robert,  Thomas  Lotun,  John 
son  of  Eadmund,  Herebert  de  Draitune,  Robert  Asa,  Robert 
de  Norhwode,  Matthew  de  Stanfeld,  Peter  Goibe,  Richard 
Asketil,  Ralph  of  the  Bridge,  Osebert  Mori. 

7.  Harleian  Charter  50.  I.  15 

Charter  by  which  Peter  le  Goyb,  son  of  Ric.  le  Goyb  of 
Reydune,  grants  to  Sir  Robert  de  Reydun,  knight,  and  Ida, 
his  wife,  and  to  their  heirs,  with  leave  to  sell,  etc.,  the  homage, 
rent  and  service  of  Peter  brother  of  Sir  Robert  de  Reydune, 
viz.  1 2d.  for  4!  acres  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Reydune,  3 acres 
in  the  croft  called  Little  Bukelege  and  1^  acres  in  Kokesmere. 

Witnesses  : Sir  Peter  de  Leyham,  Sir  Adam  de  Beding- 
feld,  Sir  Robert  de  Wallibus,  Will,  de  Karavill,  Will,  son 
of  Alexander,  Gilbert  Fucher,  John  Puch’,  Thomas  son  of 
Peter,  William  brother  of  Sir  Robert,  Geoff.  Sandebruyl, 
Nicol.  Wade,  Osbert  Mori,  Hugh  Mori,  Richard  son  of 
Thomas. 

8.  Harleian  Charter  47.  A.  45 

Know  present  and  to  come  that  I Alan  de  Branford  have 
given,  granted,  etc.,  to  Sir  Robert  de  Reydon,  knight,  and 
Ida,  his  wife,  six  pence  of  yearly  rent  to  be  taken  from  Alexander 
de  Toft,  son  of  Augustine  de  Toft,  for  a pasture  called  Lange- 
strette,  lying  partly  within  the  tenement  of  Reydon  and  partly 
within  the  tenement  of  Holeton,  etc.  To  have  and  to  take  to 
the  said  Sir  Robert  and  Ida,  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 
1 mark  paid. 
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These  being  witnesses  : Sir  Peter  de  Leham,  Sir  Robert 
de  Yallibus,  William  de  Cherevile,  John  de  Cherevil,  Ralph 
Loton,  Will,  son  of  Alex.,  Thomas  de  Dedham,  Will,  de 
Northwod,  John  de  Forholt,  Hugh  Mory. 

Small  seal. 

9.  Ancient  Deeds,  P.R.O.,  C.  6079  * 

Duce  Pascale  of  Reydon,  daughter  of  the  late  William  the 
Smith  of  Reydon,  widow,  releases  to  Robert  de  Reydon  all 
claim  in  land  in  Reydon  (2  acres),  which  William  Pascale 
[formerly]  my  husband  demised  to  Sir  (dno)  Robert  de  Reydon, 
uncle  ( avunculo ) of  the  said  Robert  de  Reydon.  He  gave 
4s.  2d.  for  the  grantor’s  “ promotion.” 

Witnesses  : William  de  Capravilla,  Ralph  Lotun,  William 
son  of  Alexander  de  Reydon,  Robert  his  son,  John  de  Capra- 
villa, William  de  Norwod,  Thomas  (?)  de  Foreholt,  John  de 
Foreholt. 


10.  Harleian  MS.  381,  f.  13 1 (copy  only) 

Quitclaim  of  land  in  Reydon  by  Samson  son  of  Richard 
de  Westbro’. 

Witnesses : John  de  Soleni  and  Thomas  de  St.  Martin, 
knights,  Robert  de  Reydune,  William  de  Caravilla,  William 
de  Reydune,  Robert  his  son,  Ralph  Lutun,  John  de  Reynes, 
William  de  Norwode,  Richard  Wade,  Robert  Wade,  Ralph 
the  Fuller. 

Drawing  of  seal — 8-leaved  flower. 

11.  Harleian  Charter  48.  A.  51 

Grant  by  William  de  Chervile  to  Robert  de  Reydun  of  land 
in  the  vill  of  Reydun.  60s.  rent  and  2d.  to  a scutage  (of  40s.). 

* This  deed  is  fragmentary. 
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Witnesses  : Sir  John  de  Wenham,  knight,  Ralph  Lotun, 
Rob.  son  of  Will.,  Will,  de  Norwod,  Will,  de  Touft  (?)  ; 
Alan  de  Hamfateham  de  Forholt,  Will,  de  Flosford,  Ric.  Wade, 
Ric.  the  clerk  and  others. 

Dated  on  the  Feast  of  All  Saints,  9 Edward  I.  [1  Nov. 
1281]. 

12.  Harleian  Charter  52.  A.  33 

John  de  Hontindon  and  Eufemia  de  Monte  Caniso  his  wife 
quitclaim  to  William  de  Cherevile  and  Alice  his  wife  all  claim 
in  the  advowson  of  Reydon  in  Suffolk,  dio.  Norwich.  50 
marks  paid. 

Witnesses  : William  son  of  Alexander  de  Reydon,  William 
de  Nortwode,  Ralph  Foton,  Walter  the  Forester,  Robert 
Loton,  John  de  Chervile,  Thomas  de  Dyham,  Walter  the 
Formager,  John  de  Homlane,  Roger  de  Odolveshou,  Leonius 
and  Geoffrey,  clerks. 

Two  small  seals — s.  iofy’is  de  [h]untigdone.  An  eagle, 
with  iohe’s  below.  s.  [evfe]mi  dg  monchgnci*.  Two 
eagles  (?) 

13.  Harleian  Charter  47.  G.  43 

Grant  by  William  de  Caravilla  to  Robert  de  Reydon  and 
Alice,  his  wife,  and  to  William,  their  eldest  son,  for  12  marks 
of  silver,  of  a piece  of  his  land  in  the  vill  of  Reydon  in  the 
Muchelefeld,  between  the  land  which  Dame  Ida  de  Nerford 
holds  in  dower  and  the  land  of  Robert  son  of  William.  To 
have  and  to  hold,  etc.,  for  ever.  Paying  id.  rent,  |d.  at  the 
scutage  of  40s. 

Witnesses  : Sir  Fulk  de  Vallibus,  knight,  John  de  Wen- 
ham,  Hugh  Talemache,  kts.,  Ralph  Lotun,  Rob.  son  of 
Will.,  Will,  de  Northwode,  Thos.  de  Forholt,  Will,  de 
le  Holt,  Alex,  de  Tofft,  John  de  Capravilla,  John  the  clerk 
and  others. 
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Dated  at  Reydon  on  Tuesday  next  before  the  Feast  of  St. 
Peter  ad  Cathedra,  14  Edward  I.  [19  Feb.  1285-6]. 

Equestrian  seal. 

14.  Harleian  Charter  46.  I.  41 

Charter  by  which  Henry  de  Botingham,  formerly  (“  quon- 
dam ”)  son  of  Amice  de  Botingham,  grants  (for  20  marks  paid) 
to  Robert  de  Reydon  and  John,  his  son,  and  to  the  heirs  of  the 
said  Robert,  20  acres  of  arable  land  * in  the  vill  of  Reydon, 
etc.,  rendering  |d.  to  a scutage  of  40s. 

Witnesses  : Sir  Fulk  de  Vallibus,  Sir  John  de  Wenham, 
Sir  Hugh  Talemache,  knights,  John  de  Reymes,  Ralph 
Lotun,  Rob.  son  of  Will.,  Will,  de  Northwode,  Thos.  de 
Forholt,  Will,  de  Flosford,  Will,  de  Tofft,  John  de  Capra- 
villa,  John  the  clerk. 

Dated  at  Reydon  on  Friday  next  before  the  Feast  of  the 
Exaltation  of  the  Holy  Cross,  15  Edward  I.  [September 
12th,  1287]. 

Seal — s.  henrici  d’  botingh.  . . . (flower  in  centre). 


15.  Harleian  Charter  46.  A.  48 

Know  present  and  to  come  that  I,  John  de  Berkingge, 
rector  of  the  church  of  Colne  Engayne,  have  given,  granted 
and  by  this  my  present  charter  have  confirmed  to  Robert  de 
Reydon,  to  Alice,  his  wife,  and  to  Ralph,  their  son,  for  20 
marks  sterling,  10  acres  and  1 rood  of  arable  land  in  the  vills 
of  Reydon  and  Berkholte ; ]*  also  6s.  yearly  rent  from  the  heirs 
of  John  de  Forholt  in  Reydon,  and  8d.  from  Miles  Greygos, 
and  id.  from  Hugh  Hilrich.  To  have  and  to  hold  to  the  afore- 

* Field  names  mentioned  are  : Cachepoleslond,  Stubbinge,  Wodelege,  Reydon 
Wode. 

■}"  Fields  named  : Helles,  Rothecrofft. 
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said  Robert,  Alice  and  Ralph  and  to  the  heirs  or  assigns  of  the 
said  Ralph,  of  the  chief  lords  of  those  fees,  etc. 

These  being  witnesses  : Sirs  Fulk  de  Vallibus,  Alfred  de 
Solen[er]y,  Hugh  de  Talemash,  knights,  John  de  Reymes, 
Walter  Baldewyne,  Walter  de  Berkholt,  John  de  Capravilla, 
Will,  de  le  Holt,  Miles  Greygos,  Will,  de  Goldington,  Will, 
de  Inglosthorp. 

16.  Harleian  Charter  55.  C.  19 

Grant  by  Robert  de  Reydone,  knight,  to  Adam  de  Chevere- 
ville  of  Reydone  and  Christiana  his  wife,  for  a certain  sum  of 
money,  of  all  the  lands  and  tenements  with  the  appurts.  which 
the  grantor  acquired  of  William  de  Reydone,  parson  of  the 
church  of  Reydone,  and  Hugh  Soylard,  parson  of  the  church 
of  Burnt  Wenham  ( Wenkam  combusta ),  in  the  said  town  of 
Reydone  ; to  hold  to  the  said  Adam  and  Christiana  while  they 
shall  live,  jointly  or  severally,  of  the  grantor  and  his  heirs, 
rendering  yearly  2d.  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael,  and  performing 
for  the  grantor  and  his  heirs  to  the  chief  lords  of  the  fees  the 
services  due  and  accustomed.  After  the  death  of  Adam  and 
Christiana  all  the  said  tenements  shall  freely  revert  to  the 
grantor  and  his  heirs. 

Witnesses  : John  de  Reymes,  William  de  Braham,  Fulk 
de  Baroun,  William  de  Cruestede,  John  de  Sulny,  Robert 
Darnel. 

Dated  at  Reydone,  on  Friday  next  after  the  feast  of  St. 
Peter  ad  Vincula,  8 Edward  II.  [2  Aug.  1314]. 

Small  round  seal,  with  arms,  and  legend  : + s’  rob  : de 

reydon. 

17.  Harleian  Charter  55.  C.  27 

Know  present  and  to  come  that  we  Ralph  de  Reydon  and 
Lora,  my  wife,  have  granted,  given  and  by  this  our  present 
charter  indented  have  confirmed  to  Sir  John  de  Cotton,  rector 
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of  the  church  of  Wrabbenasse,  three  crofts  of  our  land  as  they 
are  inclosed  with  hedges  and  ditches  of  our  land  of  Wrabbe- 
nasse, etc.  To  have  and  to  hold  to  the  said  Sir  John  all  his  life, 
from  us  and  from  William  and  Robert,  our  sons.  Paying 
yearly  6s.  8d.  with  reversion  to  us  and  Will,  and  Robert  our 
sons.  For  this  grant  the  said  Sir  John  has  given  to  us  in 
exchange  all  the  land  and  tenement  which  he  purchased  of 
Robert  de  Misteleth  in  the  vill  of  Rameseye. 

Witnesses  : William  Adam,  Rob.  Chaunterel,  Rob.  Sewale, 
Simon  de  Colne,  John  the  smith,  John  Colyn,  William  the 
clerk. 

Dated  at  Wrabbenasse  on  Friday  next  after  the  Feast  of 
Saint  Lucy  the  Virgin  in  the  2nd  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
Edward,  son  of  King  Edward  [Dec.  15th,  1308]. 

Small  seal. 


18.  Feet  of  Fines,  Suffolk.  Case  217,  File  59 

Fine  in  the  king’s  court  on  the  Feast  of  the  Ascension, 
11  Edw.  II.  [1318]. 

Between  Robert  de  Reydon  and  Margery  his  wife  and 
Roger  de  Reydon,  rector  of  Clenchewa[rde]ton,  and  Edmund 
de  Gonevil,  rector  of  Russheworth, — concerning  5 messuages, 
mill,  873  acres  land,  32  acres  meadow,  54  acres  pasture,  58 
acres  wood,  37  acres  alderwood,  60  acres  heath,  and  £6:  17s. 
rent  in  Reydon,  Brendwenham,  Hadleghe,  Leyham,  Heghham, 
Holeton,  Capeles,  Little  Wenham,  Wherstede,  Freston,  Wolfers- 
ton,  Bentleghe  and  Westerfeld,  and  the  advowson  of  the 
church  of  Reydon. 

Robert  acknowledges  Roger’s  right.  Roger  and  Edmund 
have  3 messuages,  721  acres,  etc.  etc.,  and  the  advowson  of 
Robert’s  gift  ; and  Robert  grants  that  one  messuage,  mill,  106 
acres  land,  etc.  etc.,  in  Reydon  which  Christiana  de  Kerevill 
holds  for  life  ; and  1 messuage,  46  acres  land,  etc.  etc.,  which 
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Richard  de  Boxtede  holds  for  life  of  Robert’s  inheritance  in 
Whersted,  etc.,  shall  (after  the  deaths  of  Christiana  and  Richard) 
remain  to  Roger  and  Edmund.  For  this  deforciants  surrender 
to  Robert  and  Margery  and  male  issue  the  3 messuages,  721 
acres,  etc.  etc.  ; in  default  to  remain  to  Walter  son  of  Robert 
and  male  issue  ; in  default  to  the  right  heirs  of  Robert. 
Christiana  and  Richard  were  present  and  concurred. 

Petronilla,  widow  of  William  de  Nerford,  put  in  her  claim. 
Robert  de  Reymes  put  in  his  claim. 


19.  Feet  of  Fines,  Suffolk.  Case  219,  File  76 

Fine  in  the  king’s  court  at  Easter  10  Edward  III.  and 
Hilary  11  Edward  III.  (1336-37).  Between  Andrew  de  Bures 
and  Alice  his  wife  and  Michael  de  Poynings  and  Thomas  le 
Botiller,  concerning  15  messuages,  900  acres  land,  36  acres 
meadow,  60  acres  pasture,  60  acres  wood,  40  acres  alderwood, 
60  acres  heath,  and  £10  rent  in  Reydon,  Brendwenham, 
Hadleye,  Leyham,  Hegham,  Holeton,  Capeles,  Stratford, 
Little  Wenham,  Werstede,  Freston  and  Westerfeld  ; and  the 
advowson  of  Reydon  church. 

Plaintiffs  recognise  the  right  of  defendants,  who  ought  to 
have  the  reversion  of  the  foregoing  after  the  death  of  Margery, 
widow  of  Robert  de  Reydon  ; and  defendants  thereupon  give 
this  reversion  after  Margery’s  death  to  Andrew  and  Alice  and 
their  issue  ; in  default  of  such  issue  to  the  right  heirs  of  Alice. 


REYDON  OR  ROYDON  OF  RAMSEY 


With  the  death  of  Sir  Robert  de  Reydon  the  fortunes  of  the 
family  suffered  a partial  eclipse.  The  bulk  of  the  estates  went, 
after  the  death  of  his  widow,  to  the  Bures  family,  and  the  only 
one  of  his  numerous  sons  known  to  have  left  male  issue  was 
Ralph,  who  was  settled,  by  the  father,  at  Ramsey  and  Wrabness, 
near  Harwich  in  Essex.  The  estate  he  held  had  been  known 
as  Parker’s,1  but  in  course  of  time  acquired  the  name  of  Roydon 
Hall,  which  is  still  retained.  The  chief  lords  were  the  Fitz- 
Walters  of  Baynard  Castle  in  London,  who  singularly  enough 
were  lords  also  of  Roydon  on  the  western  border  of  Essex  ; 
but  their  principal  tenants  in  Ramsey  were  the  Veres,  earls  of 
Oxford,  and  of  these  the  Reydons  were  said  to  hold  their  lands 
or  manor.  During  their  230  years’  tenure,  the  spelling  and 
pronunciation  of  the  surname  changed  from  Reydon  to  Roydon, 
the  latter  becoming  the  standard  form  about  the  end  of  the 
fifteenth  century. 

An  entry  in  Blomefield’s  Norfolk , that  a Ralph  de  Reydon 
was  presented  by  the  king  to  the  rectory  of  Gunthorp  in  Norfolk, 
holding  it  for  a few  months  only,2  leads  to  a speculation  that 
Sir  Robert  desired  his  son  Ralph,  as  well  as  Roger,  to  adopt 
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an  ecclesiastical  career,  but  that  he  quickly  proved  unsuitable 
or  acted  on  impulses  of  his  own. 

However  this  may  have  been,  Ralph  must  have  married 
about  1304  at  latest,  for  in  December  1308  he  and  Lora  his 
wife  gave  to  John  de  Cotton,  rector  of  Wrabness,  three  crofts 
in  his  parish  in  exchange  for  lands  in  Ramsey  which  John  had 
purchased  from  Robert  de  Misteleth  ; the  grantee  was  to  hold 
for  life  from  the  grantors  and  their  sons  William  and  Robert.3 
From  the  inquisition  after  the  death  of  Alice  wife  of  John  de 
Holebrok  in  1309-10  it  appears  that  she  had  7s.  rent  in 
Belstead,  Suffolk,  held  of  Ralph  de  Reydon,  in  exchange  for 
another  rent  in  Raydon.4  In  1316— 17  Sir  Robert  de  Reydon 
gave  to  Ralph  his  son  and  Lora  his  wife  and  their  issue  male, 
tenements  in  Ramsey  and  Wrabness.  This  was  probably  a 
confirmation  of  earlier  gifts.  The  remainder  was  to  Walter 
son  of  the  grantor  and  his  issue  male.5  Ralph  de  Reydon 
contributed  5s.  7|d.  to  a subsidy  raised  in  Essex  in  1319-20, 
in  respect  of  his  estate  in  Ramsey.6  He  has  already  been 
mentioned  as  bound  to  pay  a yearly  pension  of  100s.  to  his 
father’s  widow,  in  1326. 7 In  1328  he  contributed  to  a tax 
called  the  Twentieth  3s.  o^d.  for  his  estate  in  Wrabness  and 
3s.  for  that  in  Ramsey.8  In  this  document  the  clerk  has 
recorded  the  name  as  Roydon. 

Ralph’s  parentage  is  but  once  mentioned  in  these  deeds, 
and  his  wife  Lora  and  their  children  William  and  Robert  do 
not  occur  again.  Ralph  de  Reydon  in  1327  called  upon 
Richard  Araz  of  Raydon  to  render  an  account  of  his  receipts 
and  expenses  as  Ralph’s  bailiff  in  Hintlesham.9  In  1334 
Robert  de  Southwolde,  probably  a trustee,  gave  to  Ralph  de 
Reydon,  son  of  Sir  Robert  de  Reydone,  and  to  Elizabeth  his 
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wife  a messuage  and  lands  in  Hintlesham,  Hadleigh,  Chattis- 
ham  and  Burstall,  with  remainder  to  the  heirs  of  Ralph.10 
This  may  have  been  a settlement  on  the  occasion  of  a second 
marriage.  This  estate  Ralph  and  Elizabeth  surrendered  in 
1340  to  William  Bohun,  earl  of  Northampton,  he  giving  the 
same  to  them  for  life.11 

W alter  the  son  of  Ralph  was  already  married  in  1335,  and 
it  may  therefore  be  assumed  that  he  was  a son  by  the  former 
wife.  Ralph  de  Reydon  on  1 Jan.  1335— 6 gave  all  his 
lands  in  Raydon  and  Layham  to  his  son  Walter  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife  and  the  heirs  of  Walter.  This  deed  is 
dated  at  Ramsey.12  Three  weeks  later  he  gave  them  a rent 
of  10s.  a year  from  “ Bourlaunde  ” in  Wykes.13  He  must 
also  have  given  them  lands  in  Ramsey  and  Wrabness, 
for  these  they  released  to  him  for  life,  by  a deed  made  at 
Ramsey  2 March  1335-6.11  At  the  same  time  they  released 
to  him  the  lands  he  had  settled  on  them  in  Raydon  and 
Layham.15 

In  1338  Ralph  de  Reydon  and  Walter  his  son  acknow- 
ledged a debt  of  £100  to  John  de  Cotoun,  citizen  of  London; 
to  be  levied  on  all  their  lands  and  goods  in  Essex.10  There  is 
nothing  to  show  how  this  comparatively  large  debt  had  been 
incurred.  Possibly  the  father  was  a bad  manager  of  his 
estates.  At  all  events  in  1342,  by  a deed  dated  at  Hintlesham, 
he  granted  to  Walter  a lease  for  Walter’s  life  of  all  his  holdings 
in  Ramsey  and  Wrabness,  at  a yearly  rent  of  ,£9  ; 17  and 
followed  this  up  a few  months  later  by  a similar  lease  of  his 
holding  in  Raydon,  by  a deed  made  at  Ipswich.18  This  bears 
his  mother’s  seal  described  above. 

Nothing  further  is  known  of  Ralph  de  Reydon  ; he 
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probably  died  shortly  afterwards.  His  widow  married  Edmund 
Blount  as  appears  below. 

Walter  son  and  heir  of  Ralph  de  Raydon  was  in  possession 
by  April  1346,  when  he  delivered  to  Margery  formerly  wife 
of  Sir  Robert  de  Reydone,  as  part  of  her  dower,  certain  tene- 
ments in  Ramsey  which  had  been  part  of  Sir  Robert’s  posses- 
sions there.  These  tenements  were  called  Parker’s,  and 
included  “ a certain  long  house,”  a barn  called  the  Oteberne, 
the  outer  chapel,  a third  part  of  the  dovecote,  etc.  Margery 
was  to  pay  iod.  a year  to  the  [castle]  ward  of  Baynard,  and 
4^d.  to  the  ward  of  the  king.19  A week  later,  as  Dame 
Margery  Fillol,  she  made  a lease  to  Walter  of  all  the  lands, 
etc.,  she  held  as  dower  in  Ramsey,  being  part  of  Walter’s 
inheritance  ; he  was  to  pay  her  ^4  a year  rent  at  her  manor  of 
Raydon.20 

Walter  de  Roydon  (so  spelt  in  the  charter)  gave  his  lands, 
woods,  alder  groves,  rents  and  services,  etc.,  in  Ramsey  and 
Wrabness  to  feoffees,  who  in  October  1348  confirmed  the  same 
to  Walter  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  for  their  lives,  with  remainders 
to  their  son  John  and  male  issue,  to  Griffin  brother  of  John 
and  male  issue,  and  in  default  to  the  right  heirs  of  Walter.21 
The  parentage  of  Elizabeth  is  suggested  in  a deed  of  October 
1349,  by  which  Robert  de  Brokesborn,  son  of  Sir  John  de 
Brokesborn,  kt.,  quitclaimed  to  Walter  de  Reydon  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife  and  to  Elizabeth’s  issue  any  claim  he 
might  have  in  tenements  called  Hastings’  in  Mistley  in  Essex, 
which  had  belonged  to  Richard  de  Hastingges,  who  had 
granted  the  same  to  Sir  John  de  Brokesborn  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife.  Should  Elizabeth  have  no  children,  the  tenements 
would  revert  to  Robert.22  It  seems  from  this  that  Elizabeth 
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was  a daughter  of  Sir  John  and  Elizabeth,  and  perhaps  half- 
sister  to  Robert. 

From  an  order  to  the  escheator  of  Essex  and  Suffolk  in 
1361  it  appears  that  a knight’s  fee  in  Ramsey  held  by  Walter 
de  Reydon  at  100s.  rent  was  assigned  to  Maud  widow  of  John 
de  Veer,  earl  of  Oxford,  as  part  of  her  dower  ; 23  and  again  in 
1374,  the  same  fee  was  part  of  the  dower  of  another  Maud, 
widow  of  his  son  Thomas  de  Veer,  earl  of  Oxford.24  From 
the  court  rolls  of  the  Bures  estates  we  learn  that  Walter  de 
Reydon  was  a suitor  of  their  court  at  Raydon,  but  never  took 
the  trouble  to  attend,  and  occasionally  a small  fine  was  inflicted. 
The  entries  extend  from  1355  to  1367,  after  which  Walter  is  no 
longer  mentioned  in  the  rolls.25 

By  an  agreement  made  in  1356  Edmund  Blount  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  formerly  the  wife  of  Ralph  de  Reydon, 
surrendered  to  Walter  de  Reydon  all  right  in  the  moiety  of 
tenements  in  Ramsey  and  Wrabness  which  were  claimed  as 
Elizabeth’s  dower.  Walter  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  who  was 
joined  in  the  agreement,  gave  them  for  their  quitclaim.26 

According  to  the  old  pedigrees  Walter  died  in  1367  and 
was  buried  in  Ramsey  church.  This  information  was  no  doubt 
derived  from  his  will,  no  longer  extant  so  far  as  is  known.  If 
the  Veer  dower  assignment  of  1374  can  be  relied  upon,  Walter 
de  Reydon  was  still  alive  in  that  year  ; but  it  is  possible  that 
an  old  rental  had  been  used,  in  which  Walter’s  name  had  not 
been  cancelled.27 

In  1375  Robert  de  Rydon,  priest,  was  admitted  to  Eltisley 
church  on  the  presentation  of  the  Countess  of  Pembroke,  but 
exchanged  it  a month  later  for  Palgrave.  He  may  be  the 
Robert  who  was  rector  of  Little  Stanbridge,  Essex,  for  a short 
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time  in  1389.28  About  the  same  time  the  Patent  Rolls  record 
the  numerous  changes  from  benefice  to  benefice  of  a Richard 
de  Reydon. 

The  evidence  concerning  Ramsey  at  this  point  becomes  very 
scanty.  John  son  and  heir  of  Walter  and  Elizabeth  came  into 
possession,  and  about  1380,  as  John  Reydon  son  of  Elizabeth 
Reydon  of  Ramsey,  bestowed  on  trustees  all  the  lands  in 
Raydon  in  Suffolk  which  had  belonged  to  Walter  Reydone, 
with  rents  from  the  lands  of  Annora  Tastard  in  Freston  and 
Bourelond  in  Wykes.  These  trustees  were  to  enfeoff  him  of  the 
same  according  to  his  instructions,  and,  should  he  die  within 
the  lifetime  of  his  wife  Agnes,  they  were  to  enfeoff  Agnes  for 
her  life,  with  remainders  to  the  issue  of  John  and  Agnes  and 
to  John's  right  heirs.29  This  appears  to  be  a marriage  settle- 
ment. In  1385,  describing  himself  as  son  and  heir  of  Walter 
de  Reydone,  John  acknowledged  that  he  had  received  from 
Sir  John  de  Suttone,  kt.,  2 marks  due  for  the  farm  of  John’s 
lands  in  Raydon.30 

In  January  1391-2  John  came  to  an  agreement  with  his 
mother  as  to  her  estate.  He  allowed  her  for  life  his  father 
Walter’s  lands  in  Ramsey,  Wrabness,  Mistley  and  Wykes,  the 
reversion  belonging  to  himself ; 31  and  then  Elizabeth  as 
widow  of  Walter  restored  to  her  son  John  the  lands  in  Raydon 
and  rents  in  Freston  and  Wykes.32  John’s  deed  was  dated  at 
Wykes,  and  his  mother’s  at  Raydon.  Elizabeth  gave  an 
amended  grant  a month  later.33  In  1398  John  de  Reydon  is 
found  acting  as  a feoffee  of  his  kinswoman  Dame  Alice  Bryan 
of  Acton.34  In  1400  John  Reydon,  perhaps  the  same,  was  a 
juror  in  the  Ramsey  neighbourhood.35 

The  contemporary  John  Reydon  who  had  land  in  Up- 
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minster  in  1371  has  been  mentioned  already.  He  seems  to  be 
the  John  Reydon  of  Stanway  who  in  1375  quitclaimed  to  John 
Coke  and  others  a tenement  called  the  Briggehous  in  Up- 
minster.36  In  1372  his  arrest  for  debt  had  been  ordered,37 
and  he  was  imprisoned  in  Newgate,  but  escaping  concealed 
himself  in  Surrey.38  He  or  another  “John  Reydon  of  Essex  ” 
in  1396  received  pardon  for  an  outlawry  incurred  by  not 
appearing  to  answer  as  to  a debt.39  In  1402  one  John  Reydon 
of  Mildenhall  in  Suffolk,  was  pardoned  for  an  outlawry  due  to 
his  harbouring  Alice  Reydon,  a servant  who  had  not  com- 
pleted her  term  of  service  ; he  had  surrendered  at  the  Marshal- 
sey.40  There  is,  however,  nothing  whereby  to  connect  these 
with  the  John  Reydon  of  Ramsey,  except  that  Stanway  was  the 
seat  of  the  Knyvets,  one  of  which  family  the  John  Roydon  of  a 
century  later  married. 

There  is  here  a gap  in  the  evidences  of  more  than  fifty 
years.  John  died  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Robert. 
Nothing  is  known  of  his  career  until  1457,  when  an  agreement 
was  made  between  John  Mowbray,  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Robert 
Roydon,  esq.,  concerning  a marriage  to  be  had  between 
Thomas  Roydon,  son  and  heir  of  Robert,  and  Katherine 
Braunch,  servants  to  the  duke  and  duchess.  By  this  Robert 
agreed  to  make  an  estate  to  Thomas  and  Katherine  of  all  his 
lands  in  Raydon  in  Suffolk ; William  Braunch,  father  of 
Katherine,  was  to  secure  to  them  his  lands  in  Lynn  and 
Wiggenhale  St.  Germans.41 

It  has  been  stated  above  that  the  earl  of  Wiltshire’s  estates 
were  declared  forfeit  to  the  crown  in  1461. 42  Robert  Reydon 
sent  a petition  to  the  king,  alleging  the  fines  of  the  time  of 
Edward  II.  by  which  a considerable  estate  in  Raydon  and 
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district,  including  the  advowson  of  Raydon  church,  was  settled 
on  Sir  Robert  de  Reydon  and  Margery  his  wife,  with 
remainder  to  Walter  son  of  Sir  Robert  and  his  male  issue.  It 
has  been  shown  that  this  estate  descended  regularly  to  the  earl 
of  Wiltshire,  without  any  dispute  so  far  as  appears,  so  that 
Walter  must  have  died  without  any  son  to  succeed.  But  in 
his  petition  Robert,  who  must  have  been  an  aged  man,  claimed 
as  heir  male,  giving  this  pedigree  : Walter  had  a son  Ralph 
who  had  a son  Walter,  who  had  a son  John,  father  of  the  peti- 
tioner.43 This  pedigree  is  of  some  importance,  as  the  only 
direct  evidence  of  Robert’s  ancestry.  Though  he  was  mistaken 
as  to  the  descent  from  the  first-named  Walter,  it  may  be  assumed 
that  he  knew  his  father  and  grandfather.  The  difficulty  here 
is  one  of  chronology  ; it  has  been  shown  that  Walter  the  grand- 
father was  married  by  1348  and  his  son  John  by  1380,  while 
Thomas  son  of  Robert  son  of  John  is  unmarried  in  1457, 
nearly  eighty  years  afterwards. 

The  matter  came  into  court,  1462-64,  the  defendant  being 
Sir  Thomas  Waldegrave,  to  whom  Edward  IV.  had  granted 
this  forfeited  estate.44  Waldegrave  alleged  this  grant,  but  as  it 
was  not  sufficient  against  the  entail  asserted  by  the  claimant, 
he  denied  that  the  first  Walter  had  the  son  Ralph  through 
whom  Robert  claimed.  On  this  point  the  parties  agreed  to 
fight,  and  the  jury  decided  in  Robert’s  favour.45  The  verdict 
was  erroneous,  and  Waldegrave  did  not  acquiesce  in  it ; but 
the  parties  seem  to  have  been  tired  of  law,  and  in  1464  came 
to  an  agreement  by  which  Waldegrave  surrendered  the  estate 
claimed  to  Robert  and  Thomas  his  son,  on  receiving  60  marks 
and  an  annual  rent  of  £ 2 3 6s.  8d.  for  nine  years  following. 
Robert  had  writs  against  Waldegrave  in  the  Common  Pleas,  to 
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which  the  latter  would  plead  as  directed  by  Robert’s  counsel, 
and  so  end  the  proceedings.  The  estates  were  made  over  to 
trustees  until  the  agreement  was  fully  carried  out.  The 
annuity  was  to  be  suspended  should  any  bona  fide  claim  be 
made  by  the  heirs  of  James,  late  earl  of  Wiltshire,  or  by  the 
heirs  ol  Dame  Avice  his  first  wife.46  In  December  1464 
accordingly  Robert  Reydon,  esq.,  and  Thomas  Reydon,  esq., 
assigned  the  rent  of  ^23  6s.  8d.  to  Alexander  Cressener  and 
others  in  trust.47  After  the  accession  of  Henry  VII.  the 
Ormond  heirs  revived  the  matter,  as  will  be  shown  ; but  for 
the  time  the  Reydons  resumed  possession  of  a considerable 
part  of  Sir  Robert  de  Reydon’s  estate  of  1322.  The  payments 
of  the  rent  to  Waldegrave  would  cease  about  1474. 

Robert  Reydon  had  in  1451  become  one  of  the  sureties  for 
the  payment  of  £40  to  Henry  Langley  and  others,  and  as  the 
debt  had  not  been  paid  in  1467  the  sheriff  of  Essex  was  ordered 
to  take  possession  of  the  sureties’  lands  so  that  it  might  be 
satisfied.  Inquisition  was  made  accordingly  on  25  Sept, 
and  Robert  Reydon  was  found  to  hold  in  Essex  : A manor 
with  its  appurtenances  in  Ramsey,  called  Westhall,  and  140 
acres  land  and  12  acres  wood  in  Wrabness,  Ramsey  and 
Mistley,  worth  16  marks  a year  clear.  He  had  no  chattels 
which  could  be  seised  into  the  king’s  hand.48 

In  Reyce’s  “ Collections  for  Suffolk,”  written  about  1655, 
it  is  recorded49  that  in  1594  a Mr.  Tylletson  found  at  St. 
Nicholas’s  church,  Ipswich,  a monument  for  “ Robert  Reydon, 
esquire,  lord  of  Reydon,  who  died  in  1468,”  with  the  following 
arms  : 

Reydon  : Chequy  argent  and  gules,  a bend  of  the  first.  The 
crest  a lion  sejant,  his  tail  cast  between  his  legs,  holding  or 
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resting  his  forefeet  on  a halbert ; both  lion  and  hal- 
bert or. 

. . . . : Argent,  three  lilies,  two  and  one. 

The  title  “ Lord  of  Reydon  ” sufficiently  identifies  this  Robert, 
though  the  peculiar  variation  in  the  arms  should  be  noticed. 
His  will  was  enrolled  in  the  town  records  of  Ipswich,  but  is  no 
longer  extant.50  On  9 August  1468  Cecily  the  widow  of 
Robert  Roydon,  esq.,  with  John  and  Roger  Timperley,  made 
a lease  to  Thomas  Reydon  of  the  manor  of  Ramsey  called 
Parker’s,  formerly  belonging  to  John  Reydon  and  lately  to  the 
said  Robert,  father  of  Thomas,  and  of  other  lands  in  Ramsey, 
Wix  and  Mistley  ; Cecily  was  to  receive  10  marks  a year  in 
St.  Peter’s  Church,  Ipswich.51 

Thomas  Reydon,  who  thus  succeeded  his  father,  had  several 
children  by  his  wife  Katherine.  He  lost  his  wife  and  two  of 
his  children  in  the  autumn  of  1479  as  appears  by  inscriptions  on 
brasses,  fragments  of  which  still  survive  in  the  church.  One  of 
these  represents  a lady  ; the  head  and  the  inscription  are  now 
lost,  but  the  latter  is  preserved  by  the  Cambridge  antiquary, 
William  Cole,  who  took  it  from  the  MS.  “ Breviary  of 
Suffolk,”  Part  II.,  written  by  Robert  Reyce  near  the  middle 
of  the  seventeenth  century  and  in  1718  owned  by  John 
Anstis,  Garter.52  It  read  : 

Orate  pro  anima  Catarine  Reydon  quondam  uxoris  Thome 
Reydon  armigeri  domini  hujus  ville  de  Reydon,  qui  verus 
patronus  istius  ecclesie  ; que  obiit  xv°  die  mensis  Septembris 
1479.  Cujus  anime  propicietur  Deus.  Amen. 

The  escutcheons  on  the  stone  were  Roydon  (as  usual), 

impaling  Braunch  : 1 and  4,  Argent,  a lion  rampant  gules, 
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armed  and  langued  azure,  with  a bend  sable  over  all  ; 2 and  3, 
Gules,  3 cinquefoils  or. 

Another  inscription  still  remains  in  the  church  : 

Orate  pro  anima  Thome  Reydon,  quondam  filii  Thome 
Reydon  armigeri,  qui  obiit  xiiij°  die  mensis  Octobris  anno 
Domini  Milli’o  cccc°lxxix°.  Cujus  anime  propicietur  Deus. 
Amen. 

A third  inscription  has  been  lost  : 

Orate  pro  anima  Elizabethe  Reydon,  filie  Thome  Reydon 
armigeri,  que  obiit  xiiij"  die  Septembris  1479. 

The  coincidence  of  dates  may  indicate  that  they  were 
victims  of  a pestilence.  The  MS.  quoted  states  that  there  was 
another  monument  (perhaps  in  a window)  in  the  church  showing 
“ a man  armed,  upon  his  knees,  praying,”  with  arms  as  follows  : 

(1)  Chequy  argent  and  gules,  over  all  a cross  azure  [Reydon] ; 

(2)  Or,  a cross  gules,  on  a label  of  5 points  azure  15  fleur- 
de-lys  or  ; 

(3)  Gules,  a cross  engrailed  argent  [Inglethorp]  ; 

(4)  Or,  a chevron  gules,  with  bordure  azure  [?  Stafford]  ; 

(5)  Sable,  a cross  engrailed  argent,  with  bordure  gules. 

The  other  Reyce  MS.  (Add.  MS.  15520)  gives  a different 
account  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Tilletson  who  visited  this 
church  also  in  1594.  The  arms  then  were  (as  these  written)  : 

Reydon  : Chequy  argent  and  gules,  over  all  a plain  cross  azure. 
....  Or,  a plain  cross  gules,  a label  of  5 points. 

....  Azure,  on  a chevron  three  fleurs-de-lys  or. 

Stafford  : Or,  a chevron  gules,  a border  azure. 

Ufford  : Sable,  a cross  engrailed  argent,  a border  azure. 
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The  third  coat  (but  the  coats  are  not  numbered  in  this  MS.) 
is  quite  different  from  that  in  Cole’s  transcript.  The  second 
coat  looks  like  Burgh  and  the  third  like  Peyvre.  The  Reydon 
thus  commemorated  has  not  been  identified,  but  may  be  the 
Thomas  of  whom  we  are  treating.  The  arms  are  not  stated  to 
have  been  quartered,  and  may  have  been  on  detached  shields 
in  a window  or  around  a tomb. 

Thomas  Reydon  after  Katherine’s  death  married  Jane 
(?  Clifton  of  Toftrees,  Norfolk),  and  had  by  her  a son  Thomas, 
whose  story  will  be  given  later.  In  i486  Thomas  the  father 
had  to  meet  a claim  by  Thomas  earl  of  Ormond  to  the  manor  of 
Raydon  Hall,  the  claimant  being  brother  and  heir  of  James  earl 
of  Wiltshire.  The  matter  was  referred  to  arbitration,53  but  as 
James  had  had  the  manors  only  in  right  of  his  first  wife,  it  does 
not  seem  that  his  brother  had  any  claim  to  them.  Nevertheless, 
according  to  Davy’s  notes,  he  regained  them,  and  is  stated  to 
have  given  Raydon  and  Wherstead  to  Henry  son  of  Robert 
Bures  ; in  1516-7  the  earl’s  executors  received  of  Sir  William 
Walgrave  ^30  as  a year’s  rent  of  these  manors.  In  1528 
Henry  Bures  was  stated  to  have  held  the  manor  of  Raydon  of 
the  prior  of  Leighs.54  The  Reydon  family  do  not  appear  to  have 
retained  anything  there,  but  may  have  received  compensation. 

Thomas  Reydon  died  before  15  May  1487,  when  his  will 
was  proved  by  his  executors.55  He  mentions  his  manor  of 
Raydon,  but  the  will  was  written  in  1485,  perhaps  before  the 
Ormond  claim.  He  was  no  doubt  buried  in  St.  Clement’s, 
Ipswich,  as  directed  by  the  will  (Latin),  of  which  the  following 
is  a full  abstract : 

In  Dei  nomine  Amen.  Die  Lune  nono  die  Octobris  Anno 
Domini  Millesimo  cccclxxxvto-  [9  Oct.  1485].  Ego  Thomas 
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Revdon,  compos  mentis  ac  bone  memorie,  condo  testamentum 
meum  in  hunc  modum. 

I bequeath  my  soul  to  Almighty  God,  Blessed  Mary  and  all 
saints.  My  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Clement  if 
it  happen  me  to  die  there.  To  the  high  altar  of  the  said  church, 
for  tithes,  6s.  8d.  To  the  high  altar  of  the  church  of  Reydon 
my  vestment  of  tawney  damaske,  with  chalice  and  missal.  To 
the  Friars  Minor  of  Ipswich  to  celebrate  a trental  of  St. 
Gregory  for  my  soul  ios.  To  the  Carmelite  Friars  3s.  4d. 
To  the  Friars  Preachers  of  the  said  town  to  pray  for  my 
soul  3s.  qd.  I will  that  a fit  chaplain  shall  celebrate  divine 
service  in  the  said  church  of  St.  Clement  for  my  soul  for  a 
whole  year  after  my  decease.  I request  the  feoffees  of  my 
tenement,  late  John  Joy’s,  in  the  town  of  Hadley,  immediately 
after  my  decease,  to  make  a lawful  estate  in  it  to  Joan  my  wife, 
until  the  lawful  age  of  Thomas  Reydon  my  son,  and  then  he  to 
have  it  for  ever  ; and  if  he  die  without  heir,  then  Joan  my 
wife  shall  have  it  to  her  and  her  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever.  I 
request  my  feoffees  of  an  acre  of  peat  {peatus ) in  the  town  of 
Reydon,  late  William  Pedde’s,  immediately  after  my  decease, 
to  make  a lawful  estate  of  it  to  Thomas  Reydon  my  son,  and 
if  he  die  without  heir  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  then  to 
Joan  my  wife  and  her  assigns  for  ever.  I will  that  the  feoffees 
of  my  manor  of  Reydon,  immediately  after  my  decease,  shall 
by  writing  grant  to  the  said  Joan  a yearly  rent  of  ^10  out  of 
the  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  manor,  for  her  life,  with  power 
to  distrain  for  the  same.  I will  that  the  feoffees  of  my  manor 
of  Ramsey,  immediately  after  my  decease,  shall  by  writing 
grant  to  the  said  Thomas  my  son  a yearly  rent  of  5 marks  out 
of  the  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  manor,  for  his  life,  with 
power  to  distrain  for  the  same.  I will  that  the  feoffees  of  my 
said  manor  of  Ramsey  shall  likewise  make  a lawful  estate  to 
Joan  my  wife  of  the  profits  of  the  said  manor  for  6 years  to 
perform  my  last  will.  The  residue  of  my  goods  I leave  to  my 
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executors  Master  James  Hobart  and  Joan  my  wife,  to  dispose 
of  for  the  health  of  my  soul  and  the  souls  of  my  benefactors,  and 
I bequeath  to  the  said  Master  James  Hobart  40s.  Written 
with  my  own  hand  {scrip si  propria  manii). 

It  will  be  noticed  that  this  will  is  intended  to  benefit  the 
second  wife  and  his  son  by  her.  The  heir  is  not  named. 
Thomas  had  a brother  Robert,  who  held  lands  in  Wrabness 
which  had  once  belonged  to  William  de  Ramsey,  paying  10s.  8d. 
to  the  lord.56  Robert  died  23  April  1505, 57  when  his  successor 
John  Rydon,  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  brother  of  Robert,  was 
called  upon  to  pay  the  customary  fine  of  a year’s  rent  as  relief. 

John  de  Vere,  earl  of  “ Oxynford,”  on  8 Oct.  1487, 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  100s.,  the  relief  due  from  John 
son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Roydon,  esq.,  on  succeeding  to  the 
manor  of  Roydon  Hall  [Ramsey],  held  by  knight’s  service.58 
John  at  once  entered  on  possession,  and  a year  or  two  later  had 
to  answer  a complaint  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  made  by  Joan,  his 
father’s  widow,  now  wife  of  William  Skipwith,  who  said  he  had 
taken  the  profits  of  the  manor  of  Parkers  in  Ramsey  and  Wix, 
in  spite  of  the  direction  in  the  will  that  she  should  have  them 
for  six  years.  The  profits  were  alleged  to  be  20  marks  a year.59 

In  1504  the  younger  Thomas  complained  to  William 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  Chancellor  that  the  feoffees  of 
his  father  Thomas’s  manor  of  Ramsey  had  ignored  the  direction 
of  his  father’s  will,  to  provide  for  plaintiff  an  annuity  of  5 
marks  from  it  for  life.  His  father  had  died  eighteen  years  ago, 
when  plaintiff  was  only  four  years  of  age.  His  [half-]  brother 
had  taken  the  profits  of  the  manor  all  the  time,  and  had  refused 
to  pay  the  annuity.  John’s  reply  is  too  decayed  to  be  read.60 
A somewhat  earlier  complaint  by  Thomas  Reydon  of  Haver- 
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hill  against  John  Reydon,  concerning  the  delivery  of  evidences, 
may  concern  the  same  parties.61  Whatever  became  of  these 
complaints  they  show  the  succession  to  the  estates  and  the 
relationships  of  the  parties. 

John  Reydon  or  Roydon  married  Margaret,  younger 
daughter  of  Thomas  Knyvett  of  Stanway  near  Colchester,  by 
whom  he  had  daughters  Elizabeth,  afterwards  the  wife  of 
John  Clopton  of  Kentwell,  and  Katherine.62  These  daughters 
were  aged  eighteen  and  fifteen  years  respectively  in  1508, 63 
so  that  the  marriage  probably  took  place  about  1490.  As  the 
daughter  of  Edward  son  of  Thomas  Knyvett  died  without 
issue,  his  sister  Thomasine  and  the  children  of  his  sister 
Margaret  became  heirs  to  the  Knyvett  estates.  It  is  not 
known  what  became  of  Katherine  Roydon.64  She  had  a 
legacy  of  £3  6s.  8d.  from  her  uncle  Edward  Knyvett.65  The 
Cloptons  continued  for  some  generations.66  Elizabeth  Clopton 
married,  secondly,  Robert  Withersby.67 

John  must  have  married  again,  but  nothing  further  is 
known  of  his  history.  The  pedigrees  assign  to  him  two  sons, 
Christopher  68  and  John,  the  former  of  whom  succeeded  to 
Ramsey.  Christopher  Roydon  is  named  on  a list  of  persons 
wanted  “ ad  triandum  ” — probably  for  the  trial  of  the  abbot  of 
Colchester  in  1539. 69  In  1540  as  Christopher  Reydon  of 

Witham,  gentleman,  he  acknowledged  a debt  to  Alderman 
Robert  Paget  of  London.70  He  contributed  half  a mark  to  the 
King’s  loan  in  1542—3  in  the  hundred  of  Witham.71  He  died 
on  6 October  1543,  as  appears  by  the  following  inquisition  : 

Inquisition  72  taken  at  Chelmsford,  12  May  36  Henry  VIII. 
[1544]  after  the  death  of  Christopher  Roydon,  gentleman.  The 
jurors  say  on  their  oath  that  the  aforesaid  Christopher  Roydon 
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held  no  lands  or  tenements  which  are  held  of  the  King  in  chief 
or  otherwise  in  the  county  aforesaid.  But  the  same  jurors  say 
that  the  aforesaid  Christopher,  some  time  before  his  death  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  seised  of  the  manor  of  Ramsey, 
called  Parker’s,  otherwise  Reydon  Hall,  and  certain  tenements 
called  Dembold  and  Hastynges  situate  in  Ramesey,  Wrabnas 
and  Mysteley,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee. 
And  the  same  Christopher  made  his  last  will  and  by  the  same, 
amongst  other  things,  gave  the  aforesaid  manor  and  other 
the  premises  to  Katherine  his  wife,  during  her  natural  life, 
with  remainder  after  her  decease  to  Mary  Roydon,  daughter 
of  the  said  Christopher  and  Katherine,  and  to  the  heirs  issuing 
of  the  body  of  the  said  Mary,  and  for  default  of  such  issue  to 
remain  to  John  Roydon  and  to  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the 
said  John  lawfully  begotten  : saving  always  the  reversion 

thereof  to  the  aforesaid  Christopher  and  his  heirs  for  ever. 

And  further  the  jurors  say  that  a certain  John  Nicholas  was 
seised  of  a messuage  or  tenement  and  a toft  and  certain  lands, 
tenements,  meadows,  feedings  and  pastures  to  the  same  tene- 
ment pertaining  or  belonging,  called  the  Rose,  situate  in 
Witham  in  the  county  aforesaid,  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee. 
And  so  being  thereof  seised  the  same  John  Nicholas,  by  his 
charter  bearing  date  15  April,  30  Henry  VI IE  [1539]  for  a 
certain  sum  of  money  enfeoffed  the  same  Christopher  and  the 
said  Katherine  of  the  aforesaid  messuage  and  other  the  premises 
called  the  Rose  : to  hold  to  the  same  Christopher  and  Katherine 
and  to  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the  same  Katherine  lawfully 
begotten,  and  for  default  of  such  issue  to  remain  to  the  right 
heirs  of  the  said  Christopher  for  ever.  By  pretext  whereof  the 
same  Christopher  and  Katherine  were  seised  of  the  premises 
called  the  Rose,  viz.  the  said  Christopher  in  his  demesne  as  of 
a free  tenement  and  the  aforesaid  Katherine  in  her  demesne  as 
of  fee  tail.  And  of  such  estate  the  same  Christopher  died 
seised. 
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And  the  jurors  further  say  that  a certain  Eustace  Roydon, 
gentleman,  some  time  before  the  death  of  the  said  Christopher, 
was  seised  of  a messuage  and  tenement  with  a garden  and  two 
crofts  of  land  to  the  same  messuage  adjacent  lying  in  Witham 
aforesaid,  in  the  hamlet  of  Newlond,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
viz.,  between  the  lands  pertaining  to  the  said  messuage  called 
the  Roose  on  the  east  side  and  the  same  messuage  called  the 
Roose  on  the  west  side,  one  head  thereof  abutting  on  the 
highway  leading  from  Chelmsford  towards  Colchester,  and 
the  other  head  thereof  abutting  on  the  land  pertaining  to 
the  said  messuage  called  the  Roose.  And  the  same  Eustace 
by  his  charter  bearing  date  9 April  30  Henry  VIII.  [1539] 
thereof  enfeoffed  the  said  Christopher  and  Katherine  : to 
hold  to  the  same  Christopher  and  Katherine  and  to  the 
heirs  of  the  body  of  the  said  Katherine  lawfully  begotten, 
and  for  default  of  such  issue  to  remain  to  the  right  heirs 
of  the  said  Christopher  ; and  the  said  Christopher  died 
seised  of  such  estate.  And  moreover  the  jurors  say  that  the 
aforesaid  Christopher  Roydon  was  seised  of  those  three 
messuages,  3 gardens,  14  acres  of  land,  5 acres  of  pasture  and 
10  acres  of  wood  lying  in  Witham  aforesaid,  Cressyng  and 
Rewenhall,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  formerly  belonging  to  a 
certain  Thomas  Hustewayte,  of  London,  “ penter,”  and  before 
that  belonging  to  a certain  Robert  Criket,  of  London,  fish- 
monger ; and  also  of  a messuage  lying  in  the  old  Market 
place  of  Witham  aforesaid  called  Rekedons  Ermitage,  and  of  a 
garden  lying  by  the  churchyard  of  the  church  of  Witham 
aforesaid,  formerly  belonging  to  John  Harblynd,  in  his 
demesne  as  of  fee.  And  so  thereof  being  seised  the  aforesaid 
Christopher  by  his  charter  bearing  date  10  January  32  Henry 
VIII.  [1540—41]  thereof  enfeoffed  a certain  Edmund  Stanbank, 
clerk,  to  have  to  him  and  to  his  assigns,  under  the  condition 
that  if  the  same  Edmund  within  a month  after  the  date  of  the 
same  charter  should  give,  grant,  and  confirm  to  the  aforesaid 
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Christopher  Roydon  and  Katherine  his  wife,  all  and  singular 
the  aforesaid  messuages,  lands,  tenements  and  other  the 
premises  in  his  same  charter  contained,  to  hold  to  the  same 
Christopher  and  Katherine  and  to  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  the 
said  Christopher  for  ever,  then  it  should  be  lawful  for  the 
said  Christopher  and  his  heirs  to  re-enter  into  all  and  singular 
the  aforesaid  messuages  and  other  the  premises  and  the 
same  to  have,  hold  and  enjoy  in  their  former  estate.  And  the 
same  Edmund  by  his  charter  bearing  date  12  January  32 
Henry  VIII.  [1540  — 41]  enfeoffed  within  the  said  month 
the  said  Christopher  and  Katherine  his  wife,  to  hold  to 
them  and  to  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  the  said  Christopher  for 
ever. 

The  same  Christopher  died  at  Witham  aforesaid  on  the 
6th  day  of  December  last  past  [1543]  and  the  aforesaid 
Katherine  his  wife  survived  him  and  held  herself  within  by 
right  of  increase.  Which  said  Katherine  is  as  yet  alive  and  in 
full  life  at  Witham  aforesaid. 

The  said  Christopher  held  no  other  lands  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

The  manor  of  Ramesey,  called  Parkers,  and  other  the 
premises  in  Ramesey,  Wrabnas  and  Mysteley  are  held  of  John, 
earl  of  Oxford,  as  of  his  honour  of  Hengham  ad  Castrum  by 
the  service  of  one  knight’s  fee  and  are  worth  £6  yearly  beyond 
outgoings.  The  premises  called  the  Rose  are  held  of  John 
Smyth,  knight,  as  of  his  manor  of  Cressyng  Tempyll,  but  by 
what  services  the  jurors  are  altogether  ignorant. 

The  said  tenements  in  the  hamlet  of  Newlond  and  the 
tenement  called  Rikedons  Ermitage  and  also  the  said  garden 
lying  by  the  churchyard  of  Witham  are  held  of  the  said  John 
Smyth,  knight,  as  of  his  manor  aforesaid,  but  by  what  services 
the  jurors  are  ignorant. 

The  aforesaid  tenements  called  Crekettes  are  held  of  the  rector 
of  Rewenhall,  but  by  what  services  the  jurors  are  ignorant. 
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And  the  jurors  say  on  their  oath  that  Mary  Roydon  is 
daughter  and  next  heir  of  the  aforesaid  Christopher,  and  the 
same  Mary  at  the  time  of  the  taking  of  this  inquisition  is  aged 
half  a year  and  more. 

The  following  is  Christopher’s  will,  dated  20  Nov. 
1543  •*  73 

I give  and  bequeath  to  my  wife  Kateryne  my  manor  of 
Parkers  alias  Reydon  Hall,  in  Ramsey,  co.  Essex,  and  all  my 
lands  and  tenements  called  Dembold  in  Wrabnays,  co.  Essex, 
and  lands  called  Hastyngs  in  Mystlegh,  for  her  life ; the 
remainder  thereof  to  Mary,  our  daughter,  and  her  heirs,  and 
in  default  to  John  Reydon,  my  brother,  and  his  heirs  ; also  to 
my  said  wife  my  lands  in  Cressynge  and  Ryvenhall,  which  I 
have  already  given  to  her  by  several  deeds  now  in  her  custody  ; 
also  my  said  wife  shall  receive  all  the  yearly  profits  of  my  lands 
called  Little  Ramseys  in  Hadley,  Reydon,  and  Langham,  co. 
Suffolk  ; also  the  yearly  rent  of  40s.  in  Freston,  co.  Suffolk, 
until  my  daughter  Mary  is  16,  when  I will  that  all  the  profits 
of  my  said  lands  in  Suffolk  shall  remain  unto  my  daughter 
Mary.  Also  to  my  said  wife  my  copyhold  lands  and  tenements 
in  Witham  for  her  life,  and  after  her  death  to  my  daughter 
Mary,  except  my  copyhold  of  Payns  Herne,  which  I give  to 
my  godson  Edward  Ravyn.  If  my  said  wife  should  die 
before  my  said  daughter  is  of  the  age  of  16  years,  then  I 
will  that  William  Damyon  shall  have  the  custody  and  govern- 
ance of  my  daughter  Mary  until  she  is  of  the  age  of  16. 
To  my  wife  and  daughter  jointly  all  my  leases  which  I have  of 
lands  and  tenements  in  Layer  Marney,  Muche  Wigborowghe 
and  Messynge,  co.  Essex.  To  Edmund  Stanbanke  my  bay 
gelding.  To  Johanne  Ravyn,  widow,  ten  seme  of  barley.  To 
Johanne  Blowers,  my  god-daughter,  daughter  of  Johan 
Ravyn,  20s. 

Executrix — wife  Kateryne.  Overseer — William  Damyon. 
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Witnesses — Edmund  Stanbanke,  clerk,  John  Garrett,  tailor, 
Robert  Snowe,  Richard  Wryte,  Edward  Ravyn,  Francis  See. 

Proved  9 Oct.  1544. 

Mary,  the  infant  daughter  and  heir,  afterwards  married 
John  Lucas,  a younger  son  of  John  Lucas  of  Colchester,74  and 
so  the  estates  passed  out  of  the  Roydon  name.  The  will  of 
John  Lucas  the  father,  recited  in  the  inquisition  taken  after 
his  death  in  1556,  makes  provision  for  his  son  John  and  Mary 
Roydon,  “ if  they  do  marry  together.”  75 

Eustace  and  John  Roydon  contributed  to  a Suffolk  subsidy 
in  1524. 

John,  the  brother  whom  Christopher  names  in  his  will,  is 
mentioned  as  his  nephew  by  Thomas  Roydon  of  East  Peckham 
in  Kent,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  next  chapter.  In  1566  he  was 
described  as  “ of  Chilham  ” in  Kent,  but  his  story  has  not  been 
traced.  Administration  to  his  estate  was,  on  4 June  1568, 
granted  to  his  widow  Anne.76  In  the  additions  to  the  pedigree 
at  Bradbourne  he  is  said  to  have  had  a son  Edward  of  Canter- 
bury and  a daughter  Ursula,  wife  of  Arthur  Golding,  half- 
brother  of  the  Sir  Thomas  Golding  who  married  Elizabeth 
daughter  of  Thomas  Roydon,77  as  told  later. 

There  is  a long  account  of  Arthur  Golding  in  the  Dictionary 
oj  National  Biography.  He  was  in  the  service  of  Protector 
Somerset  as  early  as  1549,  but  entered  Jesus  College,  Cambridge, 
in  1552  (Venn),  taking  no  degree.  Probably  he  was  already 
a convinced  Protestant  and  therefore  left  the  university  on 
Mary’s  accession.  Nothing  more  is  known  of  him  until  1563, 
when  he  was  receiver  for  his  nephew  the  earl  of  Oxford.  In 
1565  he  began  a long  series  of  translations  from  the  classics 
and  from  Calvin  and  Beza.  Sir  Philip  Sidney  was  one  of  his 
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friends.  His  translation  of  Ovid’s  Metamorphoses  was  greatly 
esteemed.  Cooper’s  Athenae  Cent,  and  D.N.B.  are  in  error 
in  stating  that  he  married  the  widow  of  one  George  Forster. 
She  married  his  elder  brother  Henry  (d.  1576),  and  Arthur,  as 
his  heir,  was  defendant  in  a suit  brought  in  1578  by  her  daughter 
Mary  Waldegrave,  wife  of  Robert  Waldegrave  of  Borley,  to 
recover  some  of  Forster’s  lands.78  The  mistake  is  due  to  the 
Calendar  of  Chancery  proceedings  temp.  Elizabeth  (iii,  318). 
The  name  of  Arthur’s  wife  is  rightly  given  in  Davy’s  pedigree  ; 79 
they  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  The  eldest  son  Henry 
married  Joan,  daughter  of  Henry  Gooday,  and  had  a son 
Henry  and  four  daughters.  Arthur  Golding  was  living  in 
1605. 

The  following  entries  in  Canterbury  registers  may  refer  to 
the  above  Edward  Roydon,  though  described  as  “ tailor  ” in 
1585  and  “gent.”  in  1624;  but  more  probably  there  were  two 
Edwards  : 

St.  Alphage' s 

1582.  March  25.  Christopher,  son  of  Edward  Royden,  tailor, 
bapt. 

1585.  Oct.  24.  Affra,  dau.  of  Edward  Royden,  bapt. 

St.  Duns  tan  s 

1616.  July  17.  Mary  dau.  of  Edward  Royden,  bur. 

1624.  April  17.  Margaret,  wife  of  Edward  Royden,  gent., 

bur. 

1625.  Dec.  25.  Priscilla,  dau.  Edward  Royden,  bur. 

Other  Canterbury  entries  are  : 

Cathedral 

1625.  Oct.  4.  Mr.  [blank]  Royden,  bur. 
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St.  Duns  tan  s 

15 77.  June  24.  John  Royden,  bapt.  Buried  on  June  30. 

St.  Paul’ s 

1598.  Oct.  2.  Richard  Andrewe  and  Annis  Royden,  married. 
1651.  June  29.  Henry  Royden  and  Mary  Spigget,  married. 

Among  the  “freemen  by  marriage”  recorded  in  J.  M. 
Cowper’s  list  of  Freemen  of  Canterbury  (p.  150)  occurs 
Edward  Royden,  tailor,  in  right  of  his  wife  Mary,  daughter 
of  Matthew  Mylles ; admitted  1573.  He  is  the  only  one  of 
the  name  mentioned. 

Two  reported  marriages  belong  to  this  section  but  cannot 
be  definitely  fixed.  Richard  Bendish  of  Bumpsted  Steeple 

(d.  i486)  married  Anne  daughter  of Roydon  of  Roydon 

Hall  in  Essex.80  She  may  have  been  a daughter  or  sister  of 
Thomas  Roydon.  John  Timperley  (d.  1460),  son  and  heir  of 
Thomas  Timperley,  married  Margaret  daughter  and  heir  of 
Roydon  ; he  was  buried  in  Hintlesham  church.81 

The  variation  in  the  spelling  of  the  surname  is  illustrated  in 
the  case  of  a rector  of  Little  Waltham,  Essex.  He  was 
instituted  on  16  Dec.  1552  as  John  Rawden , and  was 
buried  there  on  20  Feb.  1565-6  as  “John  Royden,  parson,” 
with  Roydon  in  the  margin  ; the  next  rector  being  instituted  as 
successor  to  John  Royden.82 

At  Widford,  Essex,  Christopher  Roydon  and  Anne  Hall 
were  married  on  2 Feb.  1639—40. 

As  Raidone  or  Raydone  the  surname  occurs  in  the  registers 
of  St.  Mary  Key,  Ipswich,  1571—6. 
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NOTES 

1 Robert  le  Parker,  of  Starston,  Norfolk,  gave  a receipt  for  15  marks  to  Sir 
Robert  de  Reydon  in  1310.  The  occasion  is  not  stated,  but  the  money  may  have 
been  an  instalment  of  payment  for  the  Ramsey  estate.  Ancient  Deeds  (P.R.O.), 
C.  919. 

2 Op.  cit.  ix.  391. 

3 Harl.  Charters  55.  C.  27,  48.  I.  1. 

4 Cal.  Inq.  p.m.  v.  1 1 5. 

5 Harl.  MS.  381,  f.  uSd. 

8  Exchequer  Lay  Subs.,  bdle.  107,  n.  10. 

7 Harl.  Charter  49.  I.  52. 

8 Exchequer  Lay  Subs.,  bdle.  J07,  n.  13. 

9 De  Banco  R.  268-75  (P.R.O.  Lists).  “ Oras  ” was  a surname  in  Wrabness 
c.  1500. 

10  Harl.  Charter  56.  D.  18. 

11  Feet  of  Fines,  14  Edw.  III. ; Suffolk,  n.  20. 

12  Harl.  Charter  55.  C.  28. 

13  Ibid.  55.  C.  29. 

14  Ibid.  55.  C.  32. 

15  Ibid.  55.  C.  33. 

16  Cal.  Close  R.  1337-39.  P-  397- 

17  Harl.  Charter  55.  C.  31. 

18  Ibid.  55.  C.  30. 

19  Ibid.  55.  C.  15.  See  below,  p.  73. 

20  Ibid.  78.  A.  55. 

21  Ibid.  56.  G.  19.  See  p.  74. 

22  Ibid.  47.  C.  40. 

23  Cal.  Close  R.  1360-64,  p.  153. 

24  Ibid.  1369-74,  p.  492. 

25  Court  Rolls  (P.R.O.),  general  series  203/105. 

26  Feet  of  Fines,  29  Edw.  III.  ; Essex. 

27  Cf.  a puzzling  entry  of  1363,  in  which  Robert  de  Reydon  and  Richard  de 
Brompton  are  mentioned  at  I.ayham  and  Acton;  Cal.  Close  R.  1360-64,  p.  478. 
This  also  is  probably  due  to  the  use  of  an  antiquated  rental. 

28  Add.  MS.  5825,  ff.  11,  12  ; Newcourt,  Repertorium,  ii.  543. 

29  Harl.  Charter  55.  C.  40. 

30  Ibid.  55.  C.  39. 

31  Ibid.  55.  C.  41  and  42. 

32  Ibid.  55.  C.  37. 

33  Ibid.  55.  C.  38. 

34  Harl.  MS.  381,  f.  130. 
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35  Assize  R.  270,  m.  13. 

36  Cal.  Close  R.  1374-77,  p.  116. 

37  Ibid.  1370-74,  p.  239. 

38  Ibid.  p.  399. 

39  Ibid.  1391-96,  p.  682. 

40  Ibid.  1401-05,  p.  163. 

41  Harl.  Charter  54.  A.  3. 

42  Rolls  of  Parlt.  vi.  296. 

43  Harl.  Charter  55.  H.  29.  See  p.  75. 

44  Cal.  Pat.  R.  1461-67,  p.  72. 

45  De  Banco  R.  805,  m.  338  ; 806,  m.  323  ; 81 1,  m.  262. 

46  Harl.  Roll  O.  33. 

47  Harl.  Charter  55.  C.  43. 

48  Chanc.  Extents  on  Debts,  file  75,  n.  5.  See  p.  78. 

49  Add.  MS.  15520,  f.  13. 

50  N.  Bacon , Annals  of  Ipswich,  128. 

81  Harl.  Charter  55.  C.  44. 

52  Cole  MS.  xxviii.  (Add.  MS.  5829),  f.  198.  The  first  part  of  the  “ Breviary  ” 
was  printed  in  1902  from  the  MS.  in  the  British  Museum.  See  also  Add.  MS. 
15520,  f.  36,  for  a note  of  the  tombs  made  in  1594.  There  are  serious  discrepancies 
between  this  MS.  and  Cole’s  transcript. 

53  Harl.  Charter  54.  E.  182. 

54  Add.  MS.  19105,  f.  75. 

88  P.C.C.,  13  Milles. 

68  Court  Roll  of  Wrabness  (Add.  MS.  25792,  m.  1). 

87  According  to  an  inscription  formerly  in  the  church  of  Creeting  All  Saints  in 
Suffolk.  Weever,  Funeral  Monuments,  780. 

88  Harl.  Charter  57.  C.  15. 

89  Early  Chanc.  Proceedings,  bdle.  160,  n.  33.  See  p.  80. 

60  Ibid.  bdle.  354,  n.  56.  See  p.  82. 

61  Ibid,  file  270,  n.  10.  Seep.  81.  The  chancellor  was  William,  bishop  of  London. 

62  Close  R.  407  (28  Hen.  VIII.,  pt.  2),  n.  47. 

63  Inq.  p.m.  of  Elizabeth  Rainsford,  daughter  and  heir  of  Edward  Knevett ; 
Chan.  Inq.  p.m.,  Series  II.,  21,  n.  106. 

64  She  had  died  s.p.  before  1535,  being  unnoticed  in  the  inq.  p.m.  of  Edward 
Knyvett’s  widow,  Katherine  Barnabee  ; ibid.  86,  n.  II. 

68  See  his  will  in  Harl.  Roll  O.  30  (B.M.). 

66  Add.  MS.  19123,  f.  307  ; Metcalfe,  Vis.  of  Suffolk,  16,  126. 

67  Muskett,  Suff.  Manorial  Families,  143;  will  pr.  1563,  Sudbury. 

68  Vis.  of  Essex  (Harl.  Soc.),  598.  Christopher’s  grandfather  is  called  Robert 
instead  of  Thomas. 

69  Letters  and  Papers,  xiv.  (2),  369. 
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70  Close  R.  31  Henry  VIII. 

71  Lay  Subsidies,  Essex,  bdle.  108,  n.  239. 

72  Chancery  Inquisitions  post  mortem,  Series  II.,  vol.  71,  n.  152. 

73  Arch,  of  Colchester,  Sargant  262. 

74  Essex  Visit.  (Harl.  Soc.),  71,  236. 

75  Chan.  Inq.  p.m.,  Ser.  II.,  cvii,  n.  40. 

76  P.C.C.,  Admon.  Act  Book  1568-71. 

77  Essex  Visitation. 

78  Chan.  Proc.  Eliz.  W.  26/27  > Morant,  Essex,  ii.  180. 

79  Add.  MS.  19132,  f.  1 16. 

80  Essex  Visit.  (Harl.  Soc.),  317  ; Morant,  Essex,  ii.  351. 

81  Blomefield,  Norfolk,  ix.  474.  Davy  (Add.  MS.  19152)  says  her  name  was 
Mantell  of  Yorkshire. 

82  Transcript  of  register  in  London  Guildhall  Library,  MS.  486. 


APPENDIX 

1.  Harleian  Charter  55.  C.  28 

Know  all  men  present  and  to  come  that  I Ralph  de  Reydon 
have  granted,  etc.,  to  Walter,  my  son,  and  to  Elizabeth,  his 
wife,  all  the  lands  and  tenements  which  I had  in  the  vills  of 
Reydon  and  Leyham,  in  Suffolk  : To  have  and  to  hold  to  the 
said  Walter  and  Elizabeth  and  their  issue  ; in  default  to  remain 
to  the  right  heirs  of  the  said  Walter,  for  ever. 

Witnesses : Sirs  William  Giffard,  Giles  de  Wachesham, 
John  de  Whelnetham,  knights,  William  le  Grose,  Amfrid 
de  Staunton,  Robert  de  Geddeworth,  John  de  la  Groue, 
Geoffrey  Drurye,  John  Michel,  William  Brette,  John  de 
Kirketon,  Henry  Launche. 

Dated  at  Ramesey  on  Wednesday  next  after  the  feast  of 
the  Holy  Innocents,  Martyrs,  9 Edward  III.  [January  1st, 
1335-36]. 

Seal  of  red  and  white  wax.  A heater-shaped  shield,  device 
illegible. 
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2.  Harleian  Charter  55.  C.  35 

This  indenture  witnesseth  that  on  Tuesday  the  feast  of  St. 
Mark  the  Evangelist,  20  Edward  III.  [April  25,  1346],  Walter 
son  and  heir  of  Ralph  de  Reydone  delivered  to  Margery  who 
was  the  wife  of  Sir  Robert  de  Reydone,  in  dower,  the  tenements 
following  out  of  all  the  lands  and  tenements  which  belonged 
to  the  said  Sir  Robert  in  the  town  of  Rameseye — which  said 
tenements  are  called  Parker’s  Tenement  : viz. — 

A certain  long  house,  entire,  by  the  gate  in  the  inner 
court  ; 

a certain  smaller  grange  called  the  Oteberne  ; 
the  outer  chapel  entirely  ; 

a third  part  of  the  dovecote,  with  the  profits  arising  ; 
a garden  of  3 roods  30  poles  next  the  Oteberne  ; 
a third  part  of  the  waters  and  pits  by  the  court,  with  a 
third  part  of  the  fishing  profits  ; 

in  the  field  called  Panyfadereslond,  3^  acres  6^  poles  and 
other  pieces  (described)  ; 

in  the  field  called  Hosewynesfeld,  2 acres  3 roods  18 
poles,  and  a piece  of  the  “ wente  ” abutting  on  Pany- 
faderelane  on  the  north  side  and  the  street  on  the  south ; 
also  various  other  parcels  of  land  in  other  “ wentes  ” ; 
in  the  field  called  Dyseslond,  4 acres  27  poles  ; 
in  the  field  called  Reynoldeslond,  3 acres  1 rood  31  poles; 
in  the  field  called  Berewyk,  6 acres  1 rood  9 poles  ; 
in  the  field  called  Spechefordesdoune,  5 acres  13  poles; 
in  the  field  called  Gorefeld,  2 acres  3 roods  37  poles  ; 
in  the  field  called  Chapelfeld,  acres  25  poles  ; 
in  a croft  called  Tyecroft,  3 roods  24  poles  ; 
also  meadow  and  pasturelands  in  Bromfeld,  Cou- 
pasture,  etc.  ; 

in  Storewode  in  Estwode  ; by  Simon  the  Chapman’s, 
4 acres  1 rood  36^  poles,  and  other  pieces  ; 

L 
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also  various  rents,  the  tenants’  names  being  given  ; 
also  courtyard,  a place  called  the  Tye  at  the  entrance, 
lanes  leading  to  Panyfaderesfeld,  Hosewynesfeld,  Kene- 
woldesgrove  and  the  pasture  and  the  streetways  to  be 
used  in  common  for  free  entry  and  egress. 

Margery  made  corresponding  concessions. 

These  being  witnesses  : John  de  Ineworthe,  vicar  of 

Rameseye  ; Robert  Chaunterel,  Roger  Sewale,  John  Chap- 
man, Ralph  Curtoun,  and  others.  At  Ramsey. 

Endorsement  made  at  the  same  time  : The  said  Margery 
shall  pay  iod.  to  the  Ward  of  Baynard  for  all  the  tenements 
within  named  every  24  weeks  and  to  the  Ward  of  the  King 
4^d.  yearly,  as  for  the  third  part  of  these  two  wards. 


3.  Harleian  Charter  56.  G.  19 

Know  present  and  to  come  that  we  Griffin  de  Sutton, 
parson  of  the  church  of  Tendryngge,  and  John  de  Pineworth, 
vicar  of  the  church  of  Rameseye,  have  given,  granted  and  by 
this  our  present  charter  have  confirmed  to  Walter  de  Roydon 
and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  all  the  lands  and  tenements  which  we 
had  of  the  feoffment  of  the  same  Walter  in  the  towns  of  Rameseye 
and  Wrabenase,  together  with  all  gardens,  curtilages,  woods, 
meadows,  alder  groves,  waters,  rents,  wards,  reliefs,  heriots, 
marriages,  etc.:  To  have  and  to  hold  to  the  said  Walter  and 
Elizabeth  all  the  lives  of  the  said  Walter  and  Elizabeth,  and 
after  the  decease  of  the  said  Walter  and  Elizabeth  all  the  said 
lands  shall  remain  to  John,  son  of  the  same  Walter  and  Eliza- 
beth, and  to  the  heirs  males  of  his  body  begotten.  And  if  the 
said  John  should  die  without  heir  male  begotten  of  his  body, 
then  all  the  said  lands  shall  remain  to  Griffin,  brother  of  the 
same  John  son  of  Walter,  and  to  the  heirs  males  begotten  of 
his  body.  And  if  the  said  Griffin  should  die  without  heir  male 


RAYDON  AND  RAMSEY  CHARTERS 


75 

begotten  of  his  body,  then  all  the  said  lands  shall  revert  to  the 
right  heirs  of  the  said  Walter  entirely,  etc. 

These  being  witnesses  : John  Martel,  John  atte  Groue, 
Geoffrey  Ruely,  Elias  Dereward,  John  Bromeleye,  Tho.  le 
Gros,  John  Gernoun,  Rob.  de  Mistelegh,  Henry  Spenlye. 

Dated  at  Rameseye  on  Sunday  next  after  the  feast  of  Saint 
Denis,  22  Edward  III.  [Oct.  12th,  1348]. 

Two  seals  of  red  wax,  one  bearing  a griffin  with  inscription  ; 
the  other  (curious),  non-heraldic. 

4.  Harleian  Charter  54.  A.  3,  4 

This  bill  indented,  made  at  Framlyngham  the  25th  day  of 
March  in  the  35th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VI.  [1457] 
between  John,  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  Robert  Roydon,  squire, 
witnesseth  the  covenants  and  appointments  of  a marriage  to  be 
had  between  Thomas  Roydon,  son  and  heir  to  the  said  Robert, 
and  Katherine  Braunch,  both  servants  to  the  said  duke  and 
my  lady,  his  wife  : That  is  to  say,  the  said  Robert  shall  make 
a lawful  estate  to  the  said  Thomas  and  Katherine  and  to  the 
heirs  of  both  their  bodies  of  all  the  lands,  etc.,  which  he  has  in 
the  vill  of  Roydon  in  the  county  of  Suffolk  ; William  Braunch, 
father  to  the  said  Katherine,  shall  likewise  make  a lawful 
estate  to  Thomas  and  Katherine  of  all  his  lands,  etc.,  in  the 
town  of  Lyme,  Norfolk  ; and  also  of  all  the  lands,  etc.,  in  the 
town  of  Wygmall  in  reversion  after  the  said  William  and  his 
wife,  whereof  he  lately  enfeoffed  John  Andrews  and  John 
Tymperley. 

Seal  of  red  wax.  On  a shield  three  lions  (?)  passant. 

5.  Harleian  Charter  55.  H.  29 

TO  THE  KING 

Besechyth  mekely  your  humble  soget  ” and  liege  man, 
Robert  Reydon,  that  whereas  in  the  court  of  King  Edward 
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the  Second  a fine  was  “ rered  ” betwixt  Robert  Reydon  and 
Margery,  his  wife,  “ Pleynauntes,”  and  Roger  Reydon, 
parson  of  the  church  of  Clenchwarton,  and  Edmund  Gunvyll, 
parson  of  the  church  of  Rysshworth,  deforciants,  of  land,  etc., 
in  Reydon,  Wolffreston,  Bentle  and  Westerfeld,  by  which  fine 
the  said  Roger  and  Edmund  granted  that  a messuage,  a mill, 
106  acres  of  land,  etc.,  in  Reydon  which  Cristyan  of  Kervyll 
held  for  her  life,  and  also  that  a messuage,  46  acres  of  land,  etc., 
which  Richard  of  Boxsted  held  for  life,  of  the  heritage  of  the 
said  Roger,  and  which  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Cristyan 
and  Richard  to  the  said  Roger  and  his  heirs  ought  to  revert, 
after  the  decease  of  the  same  Cristyan  and  Richard  should 
wholly  remain  to  the  said  Robert  and  Margery  and  to  the 
heirs  males  coming  of  the  bodies  of  the  said  Robert  and  Margery, 
in  default  to  remain  to  Walter  son  of  the  said  Robert  and  to 
the  heirs  males  coming  of  his  body,  remainder  to  the  right 
heirs  of  the  said  Robert.  And  so  it  is  that  the  said  Robert  and 
Margery  died  without  heir  male  of  their  bodies,  because 
whereof  the  said  lands  ought  to  remain  to  the  said  Walter  and 
the  heirs  males  of  his  body  : which  Walter  had  issue  Rauff 
Reydon,  which  Rauff  had  issue  Walter,  which  Walter  had  issue 
John  Reydon,  which  John  had  issue  Robert  your  said  suppliant. 
Which  Robert,  your  suppliant,  was  long  kept  out  from  his 
rightful  inheritance  by  James,  late  earl  of  Wiltshire.  Which 
lands  be  now  late  seised  into  your  hands  by  authority  of  your 
commissions  directed  to  certain  persons  to  seise  the  lands  of 
the  said  late  earl  of  Wiltshire  ; whereby  your  suppliant  is 
likely  longer  to  be  deferred  from  his  inheritance  of  the  said 
lands.  Wherefore,  please  your  highness  to  amove  your  hands 
from  the  possession  of  the  said  lands  and  restore  unto  your 
suppliant  the  said  tenements. 

And  in  the  like  form  5 messuages,  a mill,  873  acres  of  land, 
etc.,  in  Reydon,  Brendwenham,  Hadleygh,  Leygham,  Holeton, 
Capelles,  Wenham,  Whersted,  Freston,  Wulfreston,  Bentle, 
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and  Westarfeld,  and  the  advowson  of  the  church  of  Reydon, 
are  in  like  form  entailed  to  the  said  Robert  Reydon,  etc. 

Undated  draft,  c.  1462.  See  De  Banco  Rolls  805,  m.  338; 
806,  m.  323  ; 81 1,  m.  262. 

6.  Harleian  Roll  O.  33 

Indenture  made  2 May,  4 Edw.  IV.  [1464],  between 
Thomas  Waldegrave,  knt.,  on  the  one  part,  and  Robert 
Reydon,  “ esquyer,”  and  Thomas  his  son  and  heir,  on  the  other. 

Whereas  the  said  Robert  has  two  writs  of  scire  facias 
hanging  in  the  Common  Place  against  the  said  Thomas  Walde- 
grave, for  5 messuages,  a mill,  873  acres  of  land,  32  acres  of 
meadow,  etc.,  and  f6  17s.  rent,  in  Reydon,  Brend  Wenham, 
Hadleghe,  Legham,  Heghham,  Holeton,  Capeles,  Litill  Wen- 
ham,  Wherstede,  Freston,  Wolferston,  Bentlegh,  and  Wester- 
feld,  all  in  Suffolk  ; it  is  agreed  that  Robert  Reydon  shall  pay 
to  Thomas  Waldegrave  upon  delivery  hereof  40  marks,  and 
with  his  son  be  bound  to  pay  20  marks  more  at  Michaelmas  ; 
and  that  done  Thomas  Waldegrave  shall  plead  in  the  said 
writs  as  advised  by  Robert’s  counsel.  After  judgment  given, 
Robert  shall  make  a feoffment  of  the  said  lands,  etc.  to  Thomas 
Waldegrave,  John  Grenefeld,  serjeant  of  the  law,  John 
Clopton,  esq.,  Rauf  Cressener,  esq.,  and  Rob.  Harleston,  esq., 
who  shall  afterwards  grant  the  same  to  Thomas  Bourgchier, 
esq.,  and  others  (feoffees),  reserving  yearly  to  Tho.  Walde- 
grave and  his  co-feoffees  .£23  6s.  8d.  for  nine  years.  The 
annuity  to  be  suspended  if  the  lands  be  taken  out  of  the  posses- 
sion of  the  said  feoffees  by  the  king  or  his  heirs,  or  by  the  heirs 
of  James,  late  earl  of  Wiltshire,  or  by  the  heirs  of  Dame  Avice 
first  wife  of  the  said  earl,  “ without  fraude  or  covyn  ” of  the 
said  Robert  Reydon,  Thomas  Reydon,  or  others  to  their  use. 
After  the  articles  before  rehearsed  be  fully  performed,  then  the 
indentures  to  be  cancelled. 
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The  deed  of  annuity  must  be  made  and  sealed  by  Rob. 
Reydon  and  Tho.  Reydon  under  their  seal  of  arms,  and  in  a 
court  holden  at  Ippeswych  before  the  bailiff  the  said  deed  to  be 
enrolled. 

7.  Chancery,  Extents  on  Debts,  File  75,  No.  5 

Writ  as  follows  : 

Edward  [IV.]  by  the  grace  of  God  king  of  England  and 
France  and  lord  of  Ireland,  to  the  sheriff  of  Essex,  greeting. 
Because  Edmund  Mulso,  knight,  John  Burward,  esquire,  son 
and  heir  of  John  Durward,  Robert  Reydon,  esquire,  and 
David  Mortymer,  esquire,  on  9th  March  in  the  29th  year  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth  [1450-51]  late  in  fact  but  not  by 
right  king  of  England,  before  Henry  Frowyk,  then  mayor  of 
the  Staple  of  Westminster,  appointed  to  take  recognizances  of 
debtors  in  the  same  Staple,  acknowledged  that  they  and  every 
of  them  by  himself  owed  to  Henry  Langley,  esquire,  now 
deceased  and  to  John  Breton,  esquire,  and  John  Bedham, 
“ gentilman,”  forty  pounds  which  they  ought  to  have  paid  to 
them  on  the  24th  day  of  February  1452  [-3]  and  have  not  yet 
paid  them,  as  it  is  said,  we  command  you  that  you  do  cause  the 
bodies  of  the  aforesaid  Edmund,  John,  Robert  Durward  the 
son,  Robert  and  David,  if  they  be  laymen,  to  be  taken  and 
safely  kept  in  our  prison  until  they  shall  fully  satisfy  the  said 
John  Breton  and  John  Bedham,  who  survived  the  said  Henry, 
for  the  debt  aforesaid  ; and  do  you  cause  all  the  lands  and 
chattels  of  the  said  Edmund,  John  Durward  the  son,  Robert 
and  David  in  your  bailiwick  to  be  diligently  valued  and 
appraised  by  the  oath  of  true  and  lawful  men  of  the  same  your 
bailiwick,  by  whom  the  truth  of  the  matter  can  be  the  better 
known,  according  to  the  true  value  of  the  same,  and  to  be 
seised  into  our  hand  that  we  may  cause  them  to  be  delivered  to 
the  said  John  Breton  and  John  Bedham  until  they  shall  be 
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fully  satisfied  in  respect  of  the  debt  aforesaid  according  to  the 
form  of  the  ordinance  thereof  made.  And  do  you  inform  us 
how  you  have  executed  this  our  precept,  on  the  Quindene  of 
St.  Michael  next  to  come,  in  our  Chancery,  wheresoever  it 
then  shall  be,  by  your  letters  sealed,  and  do  you  have  there  this 
writ.  Witness  ourself,  at  Westminster,  the  28th  day  of  April 
in  the  7th  year  of  our  reign  [1467]. 

[Endorsed.]  The  certificate  thereof  remains  on  the  files  of 
the  king’s  Chancery  within  written,  of  the  3rd  year  of  his  reign. 

Return 

By  virtue  of  this  writ  I have  taken  into  the  lord  the  king’s 
hand  a manor,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  Ramsey,  called 
Westhall,  and  140  acres  of  land  and  12  acres  of  wood  in 
Ramsay,  Wrabnase  and  Misteley  specified  in  a certain  inquisi- 
tion sewn  to  this  writ,  as  the  writ  demands  and  requires. 

Edmund  Mulso,  John  Durward,  son  and  heir  of  John 
Durward,  Robert  Reydon,  and  David  Mortymer  within  named 
are  not  found  in  my  bailiwick. 

The  residue  of  the  execution  of  this  writ  appears  in  a certain 
inquisition  sewn  to  this  writ. 

Inquisition  taken  at  Ramsey,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  on 
Friday  next  before  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel, 
7 Edward  IV.  [25  Sept.  1467],  before  me,  Henry  Barle,  sheriff 
of  Essex,  by  the  oath  of  Thomas  Hebbek  (and  others).  Who 
say  that  Robert  Reydon,  named  in  the  said  writ,  had  on  the 
day  of  the  taking  of  this  inquisition,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  a 
manor,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  Ramsey,  called  Westhall, 
and  140  acres  of  land  and  12  acres  of  wood  in  Wrabnase, 
Ramsey  and  Misteley,  which  are  worth  16  marks  yearly  in  all 
issues  beyond  outgoings  ; and  that  the  said  Robert  has  no  more 
lands  in  the  county  aforesaid  nor  any  chattels  in  the  same 
county  which  could  be  seised  into  the  king’s  hand.  And 
further  the  jurors  say  that  Edmund  Mulso,  John  Doreward 
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the  son,  and  David  Mortymer  have  no  lands  or  chattels  in  the 
county  aforesaid  which  could  be  seised  into  the  king’s  hand. 


8.  Harleian  Charter  57.  C.  15 

John  de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  Great  Chamberlain  and 
Admiral  of  England,  Viscount  Bulbek,  and  Lord  of  Scales,  to 
all  to  whom  the  present  writing  shall  come,  greeting.  Know 
ye  that  I,  the  aforesaid  earl,  have  received  and  had,  on  the 
day  of  the  making  of  these  presents  from  John  Roydon,  son 
and  heir  of  Thomas  Roydon,  esquire,  100s.  for  his  relief  for 
the  manor  of  Roydon  Hall,  which  is  held  of  me  by  knight’s 
service.  In  witness  whereof  I have  set  my  seal  to  these  presents. 
Dated  the  8th  day  of  October  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  Henry  VII.  [1487].  (Signed)  Oxynford. 

No  seal. 

9.  Early  Chancery  Proceedings,  Bundle  160,  No.  33 

To  the  Most  Reverent  Fader  in  God  the  Archbissop  of 
Canterbury  Primat  and  Chaunceler  of  England  (1486-1493). 

Sheweth  to  your  Lordship  your  Orators  William  Skypwith 
and  Jane  his  wife  late  the  wife  of  (Thomas  Roydon)  esquire 
that  whereas  the  same  Thomas  in  his  life  was  seised  of  the 
manor  of  Parkers  in  Ramsey  and  Wykes  in  the  county  of 
Essex  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee  . . . enfeoffed  one  Jeffrey 
Osbern  and  others  whose  names  your  said  Orators  remember 
not,  to  have  to  them  and  their  heirs  to  the  intent  to  perform 
the  (last  will)  and  testament  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas,  who 
afterwards  made  his  last  will,  whereby  he  willed  diverse  things 
to  be  done  and  performed  . . . the  accomplishment  thereof  he 
willed  that  your  said  Oratrix  should  take  the  profits  of  the  said 
manor  with  the  appurtenances  during  the  term  of  six  years 
next  (after)  his  death  and  by  the  same  his  will  he  made  your 
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said  Oratrix  his  executrix  and  died.  After  whose  death  one 
John  Roydon,  son  to  the  aforesaid  Thomas,  knowing  verely 
. . . last  Will  of  his  said  father  in  form  aforesaid  to  be  made, 
has  taken  the  profits  of  the  said  manor  continually  since  the 
death  of  his  said  father  in  lettyng  of  his  . . . last  will  against 
all  good  reason  and  conscience.  Which  said  profits  so  by  him 
taken  by  the  space  of  two  years  amount  to  40  marks.  Whereof 
your  said  suppliants  have  no  remedy  by  the  course  of  the 
common  law.  Please  your  Lordship  to  grant  a writ  of  subpena 
directed  to  the  aforesaid  John  Roydon  commanding  him  to 
appear  before  the  king  in  his  Chancery  at  a certain  day  and 
under  a certain  pain  by  your  said  most  gracious  lordship,  and 
your  said  suppliants  shall  continue  (to  pray  to)  God  for  the 
long  preservation  of  your  said  lordship. 

Pledges  to  prosecute  : — John  Suwell  of  London,  yeoman  ; 
Henry  Tomson  of  London,  yeoman. 


10.  Harleian  Roll,  O.  30 

Will  of  Edward  Knevet  of  Stanwey,  Essex,  2 Febr.  1500—  1. 

To  be  buried  in  All  Saints,  Stanwey,  beside  my  late  wife 
Anne.  To  Katherine  my  wife,  apparel,  plate,  etc.  To 
Elizabeth  my  daughter  (various).  Remainder  to  next  heir  of 
Sir  John  Knevet,  kt.  To  Katherine  Roydon  (or  Raydon)  my 
niece,  £3  6s.  8d.  To  Richard  Knevet  and  others — legacies. 

Lands  to  daughter  Katherine.  If  she  die  without  issue  by 
John  Rensford  her  husband.  . . . The  said  John  to  have  ^10 
a year  for  life. 

11.  Early  Chancery  Proceedings,  File  270,  No.  10 

To  William  bishop  of  London,  keeper  of  the  Great  Seal 
(1502-1503). 

Thomas  Reydon  complains  that  being  seised  of  a messuage 
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in  Haverhill,  Essex,  in  tee  tor  20  years,  certain  evidences 
concerning  the  title  have  come  to  the  possession  of  John  Reydon, 
who  refuses  to  deliver  the  said  evidences.  (Endorsed.)  Before 
the  king  in  his  Chancery  on  the  Octave  of  St.  Michael  next  to 
come. 


12.  Early  Chancery  Proceedings,  Bundle  354,  No.  50 

To  William  archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  chancellor  of 
England  (1504). 

The  plaintiff,  Thomas  Reydun,  complains  that,  whereas 
divers  persons  unknown  to  the  plaintiff  were  seised  of  the 
manor  of  Ramsey,  co.  Essex,  to  the  only  use  of  Thomas 
Reydun,  plaintiff’s  father,  and  of  his  heirs,  the  said  Thomas, 
the  father,  by  his  will  desired  that  the  said  feoffees  immediately 
after  his  death  should  grant  to  the  plaintiff  and  his  assigns  a 
yearly  rent  of  5 marks  out  of  the  said  manor  for  plaintiff’s  life. 
The  father  died  18  years  ago,  when  plaintiff  was  only  4 years 
of  age.  John  Reydun,  plaintiff’s  brother,  since  his  father’s 
death  has  taken  the  profits  of  the  said  manor  and  refuses  to  pay 
the  said  annual  rent. 

24  Oct.  1504,  order  made  for  appearance  on  2 Nov.  Then 
deferred  until  Hilary. 

Answer  of  John  Reydon.  The  said  Thomas,  John’s  father, 
was  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee  tail  by  old  grant  made  to  his 
. . . (decayed)  a messuage  and  lands  called  Parker’s  in  Ramsey. 
(Record  faded.) 

Pledges  to  prosecute  : — John  Williams  of  London,  yeoman, 
and  Thomas  Water  of  the  same,  yeoman. 

Adjourned  8th  Nov.  20  Henry  VII. 


V 

ROYDON  OF  EAST  PECKHAM 

Thomas  Roydon,  son  of  Thomas  Roydon  of  Ramsey  by  his 
second  wife,  was  born,  as  appears  from  the  complaint  cited 
above,  about  1484.  It  is  obvious  that  he  acquired  a consider- 
able estate  early  in  life,  and  on  6 August  15 11,  in  performance 
of  the  covenants  concerning  his  marriage  with  Margaret 
daughter  of  William  Wheatnall  (or  Whetenhal)  of  East  Peckham, 
he  assigned  to  feoffees,  of  whom  William  Skipwith  the  younger 
and  Anthony  Skipwith  were  two,  his  manor  of  Ringes  (in 
Woldham  near  Rochester),  and  his  lands  in  Doddington  and 
Newman,  and  in  Sittingbourn  and  Middleton,  in  Kent.  Part 
of  these  was  entailed  on  male  issue,  and  the  custom  of  Gavel- 
kind was  rejected.1  His  wife’s  father  in  1521  gave  Thomas 
Roydon,  then  of  East  Peckham,  and  Margaret  his  manor  or 
tenement  called  Gore  in  Tunstall.2 

In  the  deed  of  1 5 1 1 referred  to  George  Nevill,  Lord 
Abergavenny,  and  Thomas  Nevill  esq.  were  trustees,  and  it 
will  be  seen  hereafter  that  George  Roydon,  son  and  heir  of 
Thomas,  married  a Nevill.  Several  other  circumstances 
connect  Thomas  with  these  Nevills  of  Birling,  which  lies  5 or 
6 miles  north  of  East  Peckham.  In  1514  he  contributed  91 
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men  to  the  muster  of  Lord  Burgavenny  (George  Nevill)  at 
Canterbury  ; 3 and  in  1522  he  was  a surety  (in  £ 200 ) for  the 
payment  of  Burgavenny’s  fine  of  10,000  marks.4  In  1532  he 
was  one  of  the  feoffees  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  same  lord’s 
will.5  Thomas  Roydon  also  had  some  public  appointments, 
being  on  the  commission  of  the  peace  from  1531  onwards.6 
On  the  occasion  of  the  Northern  Rebellion  in  1536  he  was  one 
of  the  Kentish  gentlemen  appointed  to  attend  on  the  king’s 
own  person,  and  was  to  bring  20  men.7  In  1539  when  Anne 
of  Cleves  came  to  be  married  to  Henry  VIII.,  Thomas  Roydon 
was  one  of  those  who  were  to  attend  on  the  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
on  her  landing  at  Dover.8  On  a projected  expedition  to  France 
in  1544  he  was  summoned  to  attend,  with  6 foot  soldiers.9 

Thomas  Roydon  settled  at  East  Peckham,  which  lies  half- 
way between  Tonbridge  and  Maidstone,  where  he  built  a 
mansion  which  he  named  Fortune.  In  later  times  it  has  been 
known  as  Roydon  Hall.10  According  to  Streatfeild  the  arms 
of  Roydon  impaling  Ingoldthorpe  (gules,  a cross  engrailed 
argent)  were  to  be  seen  on  painted  glass  at  the  hall  in  1829; 
and  on  the  spandrils  of  the  old  entrance  gateway  the  arms  of 
Roydon,  and  a buck  lodged,  probably  the  crest  and  carved  fre- 
quently in  the  dining-room  [billiard  room]  with  the  motto  come 
ie  trowe.  Thomas’s  signature  may  be  seen  appended  to  a 
deed  executed  by  him  in  1536  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  Sir 
Thomas  Nevill.  The  seal  has  some  device,  very  indistinct, 
which  may  be  meant  for  the  buck  lodged,  as  above.11 

He  died  on  10  August  1557,  and  the  inquisition  taken  after 
his  death  12  gives  full  particulars  of  his  lands.  It  is  recited 
at  the  end  of  this  chapter  (No.  1).  By  his  wife  Margaret  he 
had  two  sons,  George  and  William  ; and  five  daughters, 
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Margaret,  Anne,  Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Alice,  who  all  left  issue. 
Streatfeild  adds  another  son  John  and  a daughter  Catherine, 
but  nothing  is  known  of  them.13 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  his  will  : 14 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen,  the  10th  day  of  August  1557. 
I Thomas  Roydon  of  East  Peckham  co.  Kent,  esquire,  do 
order  and  make  this  my  testament  and  last  will. 

My  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church  of  East  Peckham. 

I will  that  my  executors  shall  bestow  on  the  day  of  my 
burial  to  the  poor  of  East  Peckham  20s.  Also  I bequeath  to 
the  vicar  of  East  Peckham  for  my  tithes  negligently  omitted 
2s.  I bequeath  to  the  parish  church  of  East  Peckham  a suit 
of  vestments  of  crimson  velvet. 

Also  I will  that  Margaret  Roydon  my  wife  shall  have  the 
custody  of  such  things  as  I hereafter  have  bequeathed  to 
Thomas  Roydon  my  grandson  during  her  natural  life.  I will 
that  Thomas  Roydon  my  grandson  have  my  “ seled  ” bed 
with  curtains,  covering  and  all  other  (things)  as  it  stands  in  the 
great  chamber  over  the  great  parlour,  and  also  all  my  gold 
and  rings.  I bequeath  to  George  Cattelenn  my  gown  of 
taffeta.  I bequeath  to  John  Sydnam  brother  to  Thomas 
Roydon  my  grandson  20s.  yearly.  I make  Margaret  Roydon 
my  wife,  George  Clarke,  esquire,  “ Hew  ” Catlin,  esquire, 
George  Molton,  gent.,  and  William  Iden,  gent.,  executors  of 
this  my  last  will  and  testament. 

This  is  the  last  will  of  me  the  said  Thomas  Roydon.  I will 
that  all  those  lands  whereof  I am  seised  in  fee  simple  in  East 
Peckham  and  Netlestede  or  elsewhere  in  the  county  of  Kent 
shall  be  in  the  disposition  of  my  executors  by  the  space  of  eight 
years  after  my  decease  and  at  the  end  of  the  said  term  I will 
that  my  executors  account  for  the  residue  to  the  said  Thomas. 
Further  I devise  to  the  said  Thomas  all  the  said  lands,  to  have 
and  to  hold  after  the  said  term  to  the  said  Thomas  and  his 
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heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  and  for  lack  of  such  issue 
to  Margaret  Catlin,  Ann  Delahey,  Marie  [Elizabeth]  Vaughan, 
Elizabeth  [Mary]  Darrell  and  Alice  Heron  my  daughters,  and 
to  the  heirs  of  their  bodies  lawfully  begotten,  and  for  lack  of 
such  issue  to  John  Sydnam  brother  to  Thomas  Roydon  my 
grandson  and  his  heirs  for  ever. 

1 devise  to  Nicholas  Webb  and  Clemancie  his  wife  my 
tenement  at  Prickles  Hill  in  East  Peckham  during  their  lives 
and  the  life  of  the  longest  liver  of  them. 

Proved  9 March  1559  by  the  oath  of  George  Catlin 
proctor  of  Margaret,  relict  and  executrix  named  in  the  said 
will. 

His  widow  Margaret,  daughter  of  William  Whetenhall, 
survived  him  many  years,  being  buried  at  East  Peckham  on 
23  June  1576. 15  The  following  is  her  will  : 16 

This  is  the  last  will  and  testament  of  me  Margaret  Roydon 
made  the  19th  of  January  18  Elizabeth  [1575—6]. 

To  my  daughter’s  son  Roger  Twiesden  40s.  to  buy  him  a 
ring.  To  my  daughter’s  daughter  Margaret  Deringe  40s.  to 
buy  her  a ring.  The  residue  of  my  goods  I bequeath  to  my 
daughter  Goldinge  whom  I make  sole  executrix. 

Debts  owing  to  me — My  daughter’s  son  George  Catlyn  /40. 

Proved  2 August  1576  by  Edward  Bigge  proctor  of 
Dame  Elizabeth  Goldinge  executrix. 

Of  the  sons  named  in  the  inquisition  George  Roydon  came 
to  a sad  end.  In  1541  Lord  Dacre  of  the  South  (Thomas 
Fiennes),  of  Hurstmonceux,  conspired  with  a number  of  others, 
including  George  Roydon  of  Peckham,  to  hunt  Nicholas 
Pelham’s  park  at  Laughton  in  Sussex.  It  was  said  that  they 
intended  to  kill  one  of  the  keepers,  and  they  did  kill  one,  but 
not  the  intended  victim.  They  were  brought  to  trial  ; Dacre 
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confessed  himself  guilty  and  was  condemned  to  be  hanged  ; 
George  Roydon  and  others  were  also  condemned,  and  he  and 
three  others,  all  young  men  of  good  families  and  well  esteemed, 
were  hanged  on  28  June,  Lord  Dacre  following  on  the  next 
day.  Some  others  were  executed  on  the  scene  of  the  offence.17 

As  recorded  in  the  inquisitions  George,  the  eldest  son,  in  or 
about  July  1536  married  Katherine  daughter  of  Sir  Edward 
Nevill;18  but  on  8 Oct.  1533  Sir  Thomas  Nevill  had  leased  land 
to  Thomas  Royden,  esq.,  Margaret  his  wife,  George  Royden 
his  son  and  Katherine  his  wife.19  Katherine  afterwards 
married  Clement  Throgmorton  20  and  was  living  in  1573.21 
Their  son  Thomas  Roydon,  disinherited  by  his  father’s  felony, 
was  living  in  1551,  when  he  had  a dispute  with  Sir  Robert 
Southwell,  his  grandfather  (who  then  gave  his  age  as  64),  and 
Hugh  Gatlin  of  Mailing  (aged  40),  being  deponents.22  Thomas 
is  recorded  to  have  been  dead  by  1557,  without  issue.23 

William,  the  second  son,  married  about  January  1544-5 
Joan  daughter  of  Thomas  Wilford  of  Cranbrook.24  He  was 
dead  in  1548, 25  leaving  a son  and  heir  Thomas,  who  in  1557 
was  found  to  be  heir  to  his  grandfather  also.26  Being  only 
twelve  years  of  age,  he  became  a Crown  ward,  and  on 
7 June  1559  married  at  East  Peckham  one  Eleanor  Verney, 
without  the  queen’s  licence  having  been  obtained,  thereby 
becoming  liable  to  a fine  of  ^200.27  Eleanor  was  buried  at 
East  Peckham  5 Oct.  1563. 28  Her  husband  died  there  on 
12  May  1565,  without  issue,29  and  was  buried  next  day.30 
His  aunts  and  their  issue  then  became  heirs,  but  his  grand- 
mother being  still  alive  she  held  the  manors  of  Fortune  and 
Nettlestead  and  various  lands.31  William’s  widow  married 
John  Sydenham,32  and  had  by  him  a son  John,  named  in  the 
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will  of  Thomas  Roydon  the  elder.  She  was  living  in  1573, 
and  is  said  by  Hasted  to  have  married  (3)  Percy  (Perry). 

The  following  paragraphs  show  the  marriages  and  offspring 
of  the  daughters  of  Thomas  Roydon  the  elder,  who  became 
heirs  on  the  failure  of  his  male  issue  : 

1.  Margaret , aged  55  in  1565, 33  married  Hugh  Catlin  of 
West  Mailing,  whose  will,  dated  12  Nov.  1566,  was  proved 
28  April  1 568. 34  His  wife  Margaret  was  to  have  a rent  of 
/20  a year  from  his  lands.  His  eldest  son  was  named  Valen- 
tine, but  another  son,  George,  seems  to  have  succeeded  to  the 
lands  in  Kent  and  Oxfordshire  ; there  were  younger  sons, 
Edmund  and  Hugh.  George  Catlin  married  Judith  Roydon, 
whose  parentage  does  not  appear,  at  East  Peckham  on  25  April 
1569.35  In  1572  he  acquired  from  Everard  Digby  and  others 
their  interest  in  the  manor  of  Fortune,  etc.36  He  died  early  in 
1591,  apparently  childless  ; his  will  names  his  wife  Judith  and 
his  brothers  Hugh  and  Edmund,  and  he  had  sisters  who  were 
married.37  Edmund  Catlin,  gent.,  was  assessed  for  lands  in 
West  Mailing  in  1599— 1600. 38 

Margaret  widow  of  Hugh  Catlin  married  Everard  Digby, 
who  has  not  been  identified,  before  July  1572. 39  Everard 
was  in  Sept.  1572  assessed  to  a subsidy  for  lands  in  West 
Mailing 40  which  Margaret  Catlyn  widow  had  held  a year 
earlier.41 

In  1574  the  following  joined  in  sales  of  parcels  of  the  Roydon 
lands  : Margaret  Roydon,  widow  [of  Thomas],  Elizabeth 

Goldyng,  widow,  Thomas  Darell  esq.  and  Mary  his  wife, 
George  Catlyn,  gent.,  Nevill  Delahaye,  gent.,  and  Henry 
Darell.42 

2.  Anne , the  second  daughter,  married  Henry  Delahay,43  of 
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whom  nothing  is  known.  As  widow  of  Henry  Delahay,  gent., 
Anne  let  to  farm  to  Thomas  Roydon  esq.  and  Margaret  his 
wife  and  to  William  Roydon  gent,  their  son,  land  called  the 
Great  Gorse  for  84  years.44  Henry  and  Anne  had  a son 
Nevill,  aged  25  in  1565,  who  purchased  the  manors  of  Water- 
ingbury,  Chart  and  Fowlkes  from  the  queen  in  1575.45  Nevill 
died  12  Oct.  1586,  leaving  a widow,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters.46  The  eldest  son,  George,  afterwards  sold  the 
estates.  George  Delahay,  gent.,  was  assessed  to  the  subsidy 
in  1598,  for  ^5  in  lands.47 

Anne,  widow  of  Henry  Delahay,  had  by  1547  married  [ 
Burton,48  who  has  not  been  traced.  In  1548  Sir  Robert 
Southwell,  master  of  the  Rolls,  brought  a plea  against  Thomas 

Royden  esq.  and  Burton  gent.,  concerning  Watering- 

bury.  He  asserted  that  Sir  Thomas  Nevill  had  assigned  his 
lease  of  it  to  Henry  Delahay  in  1534-5,  with  reversion  to  his 
daughter  Margaret,  plaintiff’s  wife,  in  case  Delahay  had  no 
male  issue.49  Anne  was  dead  in  1565. 

3.  Elizabeth , aged  42  in  1565,  married  for  her  first  husband 
William  Twisenden  or  Twysden,  of  Chelmington  in  Great 
Chart  (near  Ashford).50  He  died  19  Nov.  1549,  leaving  by 
her  a son  Roger  and  daughters  Margaret,  Catherine  and 
Bennet.51  Roger  was  father  of  Sir  William  Twysden,  first 
baronet  of  the  senior  line  (cr.  1611),  who  was  father  of  Sir 
Roger  Twysden,  the  celebrated  antiquary  (d.  1672),  and  of 
Sir  Thomas  Twisden,  first  baronet  of  the  junior  line  (cr.  1666). 

Elizabeth  married  secondly  Cuthbert  Vaughan,  said  to 
have  been  of  the  family  of  Vaughan  of  Hergest  in  Hereford- 
shire,52 though  his  name  does  not  occur  in  their  pedigrees.  He 
was  in  the  service  of  Edward  VI.,  and  has  been  called  “ a 
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leading  Protestant.” 53  At  all  events  in  1554  he  joined  in 
Wyatt’s  rebellion,  leading  an  attack  on  Whitehall,  which  was 
beaten  off.  He  was  arrested  and  taken  to  the  Tower,  9 Feb. 
I553~4-  He  pleaded  guilty  at  his  trial,  but  claimed  his  life 
as  having  been  promised  a pardon  by  a herald  on  the  field. 
He  was  “ houselled  ” i.e.  communicated  as  a Catholic,  on 
23  Feb.  He  was  condemned  to  death  and  on  28  Feb.  sent 
with  others  to  be  executed  in  Kent,  but  on  12  March  “ was 
brought  again  out  of  Kent  into  the  Tower  by  the  importable 
suit  of  his  wife.”54  Next  month  he  turned  queen’s  evidence  at 
the  trial  of  Nicholas  Throckmorton,  whom  the  jury  refused  to 
convict.55  He  was  afterwards  in  the  service  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,56  but  appears  to  have  been  disappointed,  for  a letter 
of  his  is  extant,  complaining  of  neglect  and  asking  permission 
to  pass  overseas  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  baths  for  his  hurt.57 
He  died  in  July  1563,  without  issue  by  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
his  heir  being  his  brother  Charles,  aged  40  years  and  more.58 
His  will,  dated  21  July  1563,  made  his  wife  Elizabeth  sole 
executrix  and  residuary  legatee ; she  was  to  have  his  manor  of 
Honychild.  He  left  ,£400  to  Margaret  Dering  [her  daughter] 
and  lands  in  Chart  to  Roger  Twysden  [her  son].59  He  was 
considered  a very  handsome  man,  and  his  portrait  is  engraved 
in  Drake’s  enlargement  of  Hasted’s  Blackheath  Hundred , 
where  a facsimile  of  his  signature  is  also  given.  Roger 
Twysden  acquired  from  Elizabeth  Golding  widow  [his  mother] 
the  manor  of  Honchyld  in  1571. 60 

Elizabeth  married  for  her  third  husband  Sir  Thomas 
Golding,  kt.,  at  Great  Chart  on  25  May  1564;  Sir  Thomas 
on  that  occasion  paying  45s.  to  the  parson  and  clerk.61 
According  to  Morant,  Sir  Thomas,  who  was  of  Belchamp  St. 
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Paul  in  Essex,  “ was  one  of  the  commissioners  for  certifying 
the  chantry  lands  in  Essex,  and  he  knew  how  to  improve  that 
opportunity  by  getting  a very  large  share  of  them  : which  gives 
me  occasion  frequently  to  mention  his  name  in  the  course  of 
this  work.  He  was  sheriff  of  Essex  and  Herts,  in  1561  and  of 
Essex  alone  in  1569.”  62  He  died  about  1571,  without  children. 

Lady  Golding  was  a vigorous  and  enterprising  woman. 
She  bought  out  her  sisters’  shares  in  East  Peckham  and  it 
became  the  seat  of  the  Twysden  family  for  many  generations. 
Her  portrait  (at  the  age  of  64)  is  preserved  at  Bradbourne, 
East  Mailing,  the  seat  of  her  descendant  Sir  John  R.  Twisden. 
She  was  buried  in  East  Peckham  church  on  1 Sept.  1595, 
and  her  monument  is  thus  inscribed  : 

Here  lieth  buryed  Dame  Elizabethe  | Goldinge  one  of  the 
daughters  and  | Heyres  of  Thomas  Roydon  and  Marga  | rett 
Wheatenhall.  Wife  first  to  | Willyam  Twysden,  after  to  Cutbert  | 
Vaughan  Esquires,  lastlie  to  Sr  Tho  | mas  Golding  knight.  Who 
had  issue  J by  Willyam  Twysden  Roger  and  Mar  | garett  wyfe  to 
Richard  Dering  of  j Pluckley.  She  died  of  the  age  72,  | i9Aug.i595. 

Dame  Golding  appears  to  have  had  her  town  house  in 
Redcross  Street  in  the  parish  of  St.  Giles’s,  Cripplegate.  In 
1590  Arthur  Golding  of  Little  Birch  in  Essex,  esq.,  acknow- 
ledged a loan  from  his  “ very  good  sister-in-law  the  Lady 
Golding.”  63  On  18  May  1591  Roger  Twysden  of  East  Peck- 
ham, esq.,  became  bound  to  pay  ^60  in  November  following, 
at  the  house  of  Dame  Elizabeth  Golding  in  Redcross  Street 
to  Katherine  Delahay  of  Wateringbury,  widow.64  In  1642 
Sir  Roger  Twysden  had  a house  in  that  street.65 

Roger  Twysden  esq.  contributed  to  a subsidy  in  1598  for 
lands  in  East  Peckham  assessed  at  ^25. 66 
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4.  Mary,  aged  40  in  1565,  married  Thomas  Darell  at  St. 
Antholin’s,  Budge  Row,  London,  on  22  Jan.  1541 -2,  as 
appears  by  the  printed  register.67  She  was  the  second  wife  of 
Thomas,  who  was  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Darell  of  Scotney 
in  Lamberhurst,68  and  bore  him  a son  Henry  and  four 
daughters.69  Thomas  and  Mary  and  their  son  Henry  in 
1574  joined  in  sales  referred  to  above. 

5.  Alice,  aged  38  in  1565,  the  youngest  daughter,  is 
stated  by  Hasted  to  have  married  William  Heron  as  her  first 
husband.  He  was  of  Addiscombe,  Kent.  As  Alice  Herne  or 
Heron  she  occurs  in  1554, 70  and  in  her  father’s  will,  1557. 

She  married,  secondly,  Oliver  St.  John  of  Lambeth,  a 
younger  son  of  Sir  John  St.  John  of  Lidiard  Tregoz  in  Wilt- 
shire, who  had  been  chamberlain  to  Lady  Margaret,  countess 
of  Richmond  and  Derby  and  mother  of  Henry  VII.  The  son 
Oliver,  by  his  first  wife  Margaret  Love  of  Winchelsea,  had 
three  sons,  Sir  Oliver,  Nicholas  and  John.71  By  Alice,  his 
second  wife,  he  had  a daughter  Honor,  who  died  in  infancy 
(before  1573).72  By  her  will,  proved  16  Oct.  1566,  Alice 
St.  John  left  to  her  daughter  all  the  lands  to  which  she  might 
be  entitled  in  Kent  ; in  default  of  issue  to  this  daughter  they 
were  to  be  given  to  Oliver  St.  John,  her  husband’s  younger 
son,  and  his  heirs.73 

NOTES 

1 Deed  G.  in  Inquisition  2.  From  the  ages  of  the  children  in  1565  as  recorded 
it  would  appear  that  the  marriage  took  place  about  1 509,  but  the  inquisition  itself 
says  it  was  after  the  deed  recited. 

2 Deed  H.  in  the  same  inquisition. 

3 Brewer,  Letters  and  Papers  of  Hen.  VIII.  i.  1259. 

1 Ibid.  iii.  1143. 
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5 Ibid.  v.  430. 

6 Ibid.  v.  55,  etc. 

7 Ibid.  xi.  233. 

8 Ibid.  xiv.  (2),  200. 

9 Ibid.  xix.  (1),  153,  157. 

10  Hasted,  Kent,  ii.  274. 

11  Add.  Charter  54949. 

12  Chanc.  Inq.  p.m.,  Series  II.,  112,  n.  87  : No.  1 at  end  of  chapter. 

13  Add.  MS.  33882,  p.  274.  John  and  Catherine  are  shown  on  a pedigree  of 
1574  in  the  possession  of  Sir  John  R.  Twisden. 

14  P.C.C.,  19  Mellershe. 

15  Streatfeild’s  extracts  from  the  registers. 

16  P.C.C.,  22  Carew. 

17  Letters  and  Papers,  xvi.  449,  450,  453-4. 

18  Deed  D.  in  Inq.  1 and  K.  in  Inq.  2. 

19  Add.  MS.  33882  (B.M.),  p.  274,  from  the  Twysden  papers. 

20  Inq.  2,  after  Deed  M.  Called  Thomas  Throckmorton  in  Inq.  1,  after  Deed  E. 

21  Inq.  2 below  (p.  1x4). 

22  Chanc.  Town  Depositions,  bdle.  29. 

23  Inq.  2,  after  Deed  L. 

24  Deeds  B.  and  E.  in  Inq.  1 ; Deed  J.  in  Inq.  2. 

25  Marriage  licence  below,  and  Deed  C.  in  Inq.  1. 

26  Inq.  1. 

27  Inq.  2,  near  the  end. 

28  Streatfeild’s  extracts  from  the  registers. 

29  According  to  Streatfeild  “ one  if  not  both  the  sons  of  Thomas  Roydon  were 
drowned  in  the  Medway  near  Brand  Bridges”;  Add.  MS.  33890.  He  refers  to 
Thomas  the  elder  (d.  1557). 

30  Streatfeild’s  extracts. 

31  Chanc.  Inq.  p.m.,  Series  II.,  164,  n.  70  ; No.  2 at  end  of  chapter. 

32  A marriage  licence  for  Sydenham  and  Roydon  was  granted  in  August  1 548  ; 
Harl.  Soc.  xxiv.  13. 

33  The  ages  of  the  heirs  are  taken  from  Inq.  2,  end. 

34  Rochester  Wills  (Somerset  House),  xiii.  f.  356. 

35  Streatfeild’s  extracts.  Judith  may  have  been  one  of  the  Mereworth  Roydons, 
or  possibly  a daughter  of  George  Roydon  (d.  1541). 

36  Feet  of  Fines,  Kent,  Mich.  14-15  Eliz. 

37  Rochester  Wills,  xviii.  f.  54. 

38  Lay  Subsidies  127/522,  127/527. 

39  Deed  P.  in  Inq.  2 ; Everard  and  Margaret  Digby  acknowledged  the  right 
of  George  Catlyn  to  the  Roydon  inheritance. 

40  Lay  Subsidies  127/424. 
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41  Ibid.  126/418. 

42  Feet  of  Fines,  Kent,  Hilary  and  Easter  16  Eliz. 

43  Hasted  calls  him  Hugh.  This  is  corrected  by  Streatfeild. 

44  Add.  MS.  33890,  n.  650. 

45  Hasted,  Kent,  ii.  282. 

46  Chanc.  Inq.  p.m.,  Ser.  II.,  209,  n.  32. 

47  Lay  Subsidies  127/515. 

48  Deed  A.  in  Inq.  1 ; Deed  L.  in  Inq.  2. 

49  Chanc.  Town  Depos.,  bdle.  29. 

50  Hasted,  Kent,  ii.  275. 

51  Chanc.  Inq.  p.m.,  Series  II.,  91,  n.  2.  Margaret  married  a Dering.  The 
daughters  Catherine  and  Bennet  are  from  Streatfeild,  Add.  MS.  33890.  They  are 
said  to  have  died  young  and  unmarried. 

52  Arch.  Cantiana,  iv.  239. 

53  See  Drake’s  ed.  of  Hasted’s  Blackheath,  p.  xii.,  etc. 

54  These  and  other  particulars  about  Vaughan  are  from  the  Chron.  of  Lady 
Jane  and  Queen  Mary  (Camden  Ser.),  pp.  49,  53,  etc.  For  trial,  etc.,  see  Dep. 
Keeper's  Rep.  iv.  240-243. 

55  Holinshed,  Chron.  1107-8. 

56  Cal.  S.  P.  Dom.,  1547-80,  p.  228. 

57  Lansd.  MS.  12,  f.  213. 

58  Chanc.  Inq.  p.m.,  Ser.  II.,  139,  n.  80. 

59  Drake,  op.  cit.  p.  xxiv. 

60  Kent  Feet  of  Fines,  Mich.  13-14  Eliz. 

81  Streatfeild  in  add.  MS.  33914,  f.  64. 

62  Morant,  Essex,  ii.  328. 

63  Add.  MS.  33890,  n.  571. 

64  Ibid.  n.  472. 

65  Ibid.  n.  521. 

88  Lay  Subsidies  127/5 1 5. 

87  Harl.  Society,  p.  3. 

68  The  father’s  will,  dated  19  Nov.  1557  and  proved  9 Sept.  1558,  is  P.C.C., 
42  Noodes. 

89  Hasted,  Kent,  ii.  381. 

70  Deed  F.  in  Inq.  1 ; Deed  M.  in  Inq.  2. 

71  Collins,  Peerage  (ed.  Brydges),  vi.  50. 

72  Inq.  2,  after  Deed  N. 

73  P.C.C.,  27  Crymes. 
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APPENDIX 

I.  Inquisition  after  the  Death  of  Thomas  Roydon 
the  Elder,  1557 

Inquisition  taken  at  Rochester,  Kent,  29  October  4 and  5 
Philip  and  Mary  [1557]  after  the  death  of  Thomas  Roydon, 
esquire. 

The  jurors  say  on  their  oath  that  the  aforesaid  Thomas 
Roydon  was  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee  of  the  manor  or 
tenement  or  messuage  commonly  called  Fortune,  and  of  the 
manor  of  Lomewodd  otherwise  Bromes,  and  of  100  acres  of 
land,  20  acres  of  meadow,  100  acres  of  pasture,  80  acres  of 

wood  and  rent  in  East  Peckham  and  Netylsted,  in  the 

county  aforesaid,  to  the  same  manors  of  Fortune  and  Lome- 
wodd pertaining,  and 

by  his  charter  bearing  date  7 July  1 Edward  VI.  [1547]  he 
gave  and  granted  the  said  manors  and  other  the  premises  to 
Thomas  Wylford,  James  Wylford,  Hugh  Catlyn,  William 
Twysendon,  esquires,  Thomas  Darrell  of  Scotney,  Nicholas 
Burton  and  William  Heron,  to  have  and  to  hold  to  the 
said  Thomas  Wilford  (and  others)  to  the  use  of  the  said 
Thomas  Roydon  and  Margaret  his  wife,  for  the  lives  of  the 
said  Thomas  and  Margaret  and  the  life  of  the  longest  liver 
A of  them,  and  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Thomas  and 
Margaret  to  the  use  of  William  Roydon  son  of  the  said 
Thomas  and  Margaret,  and  of  the  heirs  males  of  his  body 
lawfully  begotten,  and  for  default  of  such  issue  to  the  use 
of  Thomas  Roydon  son  of  George  Roydon,  and  of  the 
heirs  males  of  his  body  begotten,  and  for  default  of  such 
issue  to  the  use  of  the  heirs  of  the  aforesaid  William  Roydon, 
Margaret  Catlyn,  Anne  Burton,  Elizabeth  Twysenden, 
Mary  Darrell,  and  Alice  Roydon,  daughters  of  the  said 
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Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  of  their  bodies  lawfully  begotten, 
and  for  default  of  such  issue  to  the  use  of  the  heirs  of  the 
said  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  of  his  body  lawfully 
begotten,  and  for  default  of  such  issue  to  the  use  of  John 
Roydon,  esquire,  nephew  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon,  the 
elder,  and  of  the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  and  for 
default  of  such  issue  to  the  use  of  Dorothy  Southewell,  one 
of  the  daughters  and  heirs  of  Sir  Robert  Southewell, 
knight,  and  of  her  heirs  for  ever. 

And  afterwards  the  aforesaid  William  had  issue  Thomas 
Roydon  son  and  heir  male  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  as 
yet  living.  And  afterwards  the  said  William  died,  and  the 
aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  and  Margaret  his  wife, 
survived  him.  And  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder 
died  on  io  August  last  past  and  the  aforesaid  Margaret  survived 
him  and  as  yet  holds  herself  within  the  premises  by  right  of 
increase,  and  is  living  at  East  Peckham. 

And  the  jurors  further  say  that  the  manor  or  tenement  of 
Fortune  and  other  the  premises  to  the  same  manor  or  tenement 
pertaining  are  held  of  Richard  Fane  in  socage  as  of  his  manor 
of  Albons  by  fealty  and  rent. 

The  manor  of  Lomewodd  otherwise  Bromes  and  other  the 
premises  to  the  same  pertaining  are  held  of  the  king  and 
queen  in  chief  by  the  service  of  the  fifth  part  of  a knight’s  fee. 
The  manors  of  Fortune  and  Lomewood  are  worth  £20  yearly. 

And  moreover  the  jurors  say  that  the  aforesaid  Thomas 
Roydon,  the  elder,  in  the  writ  named,  was  likewise  seised  in 
his  demesne  as  of  fee  of  the  manors  or  tenements  called  Goore 
and  Pullyfers,  with  divers  lands  etc.  to  the  same  manors 
belonging,  lying  in  the  parishes  of  Tunstall,  Sydyngborne  and 
Milton  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and 

by  his  charter  bearing  date  21  January  36  Henry  VIII. 
[1544-5]  he  gave  and  granted  all  the  premises  in  Tunstall, 
Sydyngborne  and  Mylton  to  certain  William  Roydon  and 
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Joan  Wilford  : to  have  and  to  hold  to  the  aforesaid  William 
Roydon  and  Joan  Wilford  and  to  either  of  them  living  the 
longest,  to  remain  thereupon  to  the  heirs  of  the  bodies  of 
the  said  William  Roydon  which  he  shall  beget  upon  the 
body  of  the  said  Joan  Wilford,  in  default  to  remain  to  the 
aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  and  Margaret  his 
B wife,  for  the  term  of  their  lives  and  the  life  of  the  longest 
liver  of  them,  to  remain  thereupon  to  Thomas  Roydon  son 
of  George  Roydon,  deceased,  for  his  life,  to  remain  there- 
upon to  the  issue  male  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon,  the 
younger,  in  default  to  remain  to  Margaret  Catlyn,  Anne 
Delahay,  Elizabeth  Twysenden,  Mary  Darrell  and  Alice 
Roydon,  his  daughters  and  heirs  for  ever. 

By  virtue  whereof  the  said  William  and  Joan  were  seised 
of  the  said  manor  of  Goore  and  the  tenements  called  Pullyfers 
etc.,  as  is  abovesaid.  The  aforesaid  William  and  Joan  were 
married  and  had  issue  the  said  Thomas  Roydon,  the  younger, 
now  living.  The  said  William  Roydon  died  and  the  said  Joan 
survived  him  and  is  as  yet  seised,  remainder  as  is  abovesaid. 

The  manor  of  Goore  is  held  of  the  king  and  queen  in 
socage  as  of  their  manor  of  Mylton.  Pullyfers  is  held  of  the 
king  and  queen  in  socage  as  of  their  manor  of  Mylton. 

And  further  the  jurors  say  that  Dame  Elizabeth  Fane, 
widow,  was  seised  in  her  demesne  as  of  fee  of  a curtilage,  a 
barn,  a house  and  certain  glebe  lands  lying  in  the  parish  of 
Hadlow,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  the  said  Dame  Elizabeth 
by  a certain  charter  bearing  date  28  November  6 Edward 
VI.  [1552]  gave  and  granted  the  said  curtilage  etc.  to  the 
aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  and  Margaret  his 
C wife,  and  to  Thomas  Roydon,  the  younger,  son  of  William 
Roydon,  deceased,  son  of  the  same  Thomas  Roydon,  the 
elder.  To  have  and  to  hold  to  the  said  Thomas,  Margaret, 
and  Thomas  and  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon, 
the  younger,  for  ever. 


O 


98  ROYDON  OF  RAYDON,  RAMSEY,  ETC. 


The  said  curtilage  etc.  are  held  of  the  king  and  queen 
in  chief  by  the  [ ] part  of  a knight’s  fee. 

And  further  the  jurors  say  that  the  said  Thomas  Roydon, 
the  elder,  was  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee  of  the  manor  of 
Halplace,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  of  4 messuages,  8 
gardens,  380  acres  of  land,  200  acres  of  pasture,  80  acres  of 
meadow,  100  acres  of  wood,  100  acres  of  furze  and  heath, 
20s.  rent,  and  rent  of  six  hens  and  sixty  eggs  in  Barmyng, 
Hadlow,  Byrlyng,  Ayllesford,  Burham  and  Woldham,  in  the 
said  county,  and 

on  6 July  28  Henry  VIII.  [1536]  in  consideration  of  a 
marriage  to  be  solemnized  between  George  Roydon  his 
eldest  son,  and  Katherine  Nevell  daughter  of  Sir  Edward 
Nevell,  knight,  he  gave  and  granted  and  by  his  charter 
confirmed  the  aforesaid  manor  of  Hall  Place  and  the  afore- 
said 4 messuages,  8 gardens,  360  (sic)  acres  of  land,  200 
acres  of  pasture,  80  acres  of  meadow,  100  acres  of  wood, 
D 100  acres  of  furze  and  heath,  20s.  rent  and  rent  of  6 hens 
and  60  eggs  in  Barmyng  etc.  to  have  and  to  hold  to  the 
said  George  and  Katherine  during  their  natural  lives, 
remainder  to  the  heirs  of  the  bodies  of  the  same  George 
and  Katherine  lawfully  begotten.  Afterwards  the  afore- 
said George  died  and  the  said  Katherine  survived  him  and 
as  yet  holds  herself  within  by  right  of  increase. 

The  manor  of  Hawleplace  and  one  messuage,  2 gardens, 
60  acres  of  land,  10  acres  of  meadow,  rent  of  20s.  and  rent  of 
6 hens  and  60  eggs  in  Barmyng,  parcel  of  the  said  4 messuages, 
8 gardens  and  other  the  premises  in  Barmyng  etc.  are  held 
of  Sir  John  Baker,  knight,  in  socage  and  by  certain  rents. 
And  one  messuage,  2 gardens,  100  acres  of  land  and  50  acres 
of  meadow  in  Hadlow  parcel  of  the  said  4 messuages,  8 gardens, 
300  acres  of  land  etc.  are  held  of  the  king  and  queen  in 
socage  as  of  their  manor  of  Hadlow  by  rent  of  4s.  yearly,  and 
one  messuage,  2 gardens  and  100  acres  of  land,  100  acres  of 
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pasture,  ioo  acres  of  wood  and  ioo  acres  of  furze  and  heath  in 
Aylesford  and  Burham,  parcel  of  the  said  4 messuages  and  of 
other  the  premises  in  Barmyng  etc.  are  held  of  the  Lady 
Dacres  in  socage,  and  one  other  messuage,  2 gardens,  100 
acres  of  land,  100  acres  of  pasture  and  20  acres  of  meadow  in 
Byrlyng  aforesaid,  the  residue  of  the  said  4 messuages,  etc., 
are  held  of  Sir  Henry  Nevell,  knight,  Lord  Burgaveny,  in 
socage  as  of  his  manor  of  Byrlyng. 

And  further  the  jurors  aforesaid  say  that  the  aforesaid 
Thomas  Rovdon,  the  elder,  was  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee 
of  the  manor  of  Ringes,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  of  100  acres 
of  land,  100  acres  of  pasture,  100  acres  of  meadow,  60  acres  of 
wood  and  5s.  rent  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Margaret  by  Rochester 
and  Woldham,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  of  one  messuage, 
80  acres  of  land,  80  acres  of  pasture  and  20  acres  of  meadow 
which  he  purchased  of  Thomas  Shemyng,  and 

by  his  charter  dated  21  January  36  Henry  VIII.  [1544—5] 
in  consideration  of  a marriage  to  be  solemnized  between 
William  Roydon  son  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon, 
the  elder,  and  Joan  Wylford  daughter  of  Thomas  Wylford, 
of  Cranbroke,  in  the  county  aloresaid,  esquire,  he  gave  and 
granted  to  the  said  William  Roydon  and  Joan  Wylford  all 
the  reversion  immediately  alter  the  death  of  the  said 
Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  of  the  said  manor  of  Rynges 
E and  all  lands  etc.  to  the  same  manor  pertaining  lying  in 
the  parishes  of  St.  Margaret  by  Rochester  and  Woldham, 
and  also  the  reversion  of  the  lands  purchased  of  the  said 
Thomas  Shemyng.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  reversion 
to  the  said  William  Roydon  and  Joan  Wylford  and  to  either 
of  them  living  the  longest,  remainder  to  the  heirs  males  of 
the  body  ot  the  said  William  which  he  shall  beget  upon 
the  body  ol  the  said  Joan,  in  default  to  remain  to  the 
issue  male  of  the  said  William,  in  default  to  remain  to 
Margaret  Catlyn,  Anne  Delahey,  Elizabeth  Twysynden, 
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Mary  Darrell  and  Alice  Roydon  and  to  their  heirs,  for 
ever. 

And  afterwards  the  said  William  Roydon  died  during  the 
life  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  and  after  that 
the  said  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  died  and  the  aforesaid 
Joan  survived  the  same  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  and 
William  Roydon  and  is  seised  of  the  said  manor  of  Rynges 
and  other  the  premises  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Margaret  and 
Woldham  aforesaid  as  of  a free  tenement,  remainder  as  is 
abovesaid. 

The  manor  of  Rynges  and  the  tenements  in  St.  Margaret 
and  Woldham  are  held  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochester 
in  socage  as  of  their  manor  of  St.  Margaret’s. 

And  further  they  say  that  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon, 
the  elder,  was  seised  of  5 messuages,  5 barns,  5 stables,  200 
acres  of  land,  200  acres  of  pasture,  60  acres  of  meadow  and  60 
acres  of  wood  in  East  Peckham,  Wateringbury,  Netlested  and 
Merworthe,  in  the  said  county,  and  of  the  reversion  of  the 
manor  of  Hale  Place,  in  the  said  county,  and  of  the  reversion  of 
all  the  aforesaid  messuages,  lands  and  tenements,  woods  and 
other  the  premises,  which  Thomas  Throgmorton  in  right  of 
the  said  Katherine,  late  the  wife  of  George  Roydon,  holds  for 
the  term  of  his  life,  and  of  the  reversion  of  the  said  manors  of 
Goore  and  Rynges  and  other  the  premises  which  the  said  Joan, 
late  the  wife  of  the  said  William  Roydon,  now  holds  for  the 
term  of  her  life,  as  is  abovesaid,  and 

by  his  writing  indented  dated  10  December  1 & 2 Philip 
and  Mary  [1554]  he  gave  and  granted  to  Hugh  Catlyn, 
Thomas  Darrell,  the  younger,  William  Heron  and  George 
Clerke,  esquires,  all  the  said  messuages,  lands  and  tene- 
ments, rents,  reversions  and  services  and  also  all  the 
premises  last  recited  : to  have  and  to  hold  to  the  said  Hugh, 
Thomas,  William  and  George,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to 
the  use  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  and 
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Margaret  his  wife,  for  the  term  of  the  lives  of  the  said 
Thomas  and  Margaret  and  the  life  of  either  of  them  living 
the  longest,  and  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Thomas  and 
Margaret,  to  the  use  of  Thomas  Roydon  son  of  William 
Roydon,  and  of  the  heirs  males  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten, 
in  default  to  the  use  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon,  the 
F younger,  Margaret  Catlyn,  Anne  Delehey,  Elizabeth 
Twysynden,  Mary  Darrell  and  Alice  Herne,  daughters  of 
the  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  and  Margaret, 
and  of  the  heirs  of  their  bodies  lawfully  begotten,  and  for 
default  of  such  issue  to  the  use  of  John  Roydon  nephew  of 
the  said  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  and  of  the  heirs  of  his 
body  lawfully  begotten,  in  default  to  the  use  of  John  Syden- 
ham, his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 

And  the  said  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  died  io  August  last 
past  before  the  taking  of  this  inquisition  [1557],  and  the  said 
Margaret  survived  the  said  Thomas  and  is  living  at  East 
Peckham. 

And  further  the  jurors  say  that  2 messuages,  2 barns,  one 
stable,  100  acres  of  land,  100  acres  of  pasture  and  40  acres  of 
meadow  in  East  Peckham,  parcel  of  the  said  5 messuages  etc. 
are  held  of  the  king  and  queen  in  socage,  as  of  their  manor  of 
Estfarelyghe,  another  parcel  of  the  said  5 messuages  etc.  is 
held  of  George  Fane,  esquire,  another  parcel  is  held  of  Richard 
Fane,  20  acres  of  wood  in  Netelsted  are  held  of  Sir  John 
Raynesford,  knight,  as  of  his  manor  of  Netelsted  in  socage, 
20  acres  of  wood  in  Netelsted  are  held  of  Sir  Robert  Southwell, 
knight,  as  of  his  manor  of  Merworth  in  socage,  and  20  acres  of 
wood  in  Wateryngbery,  the  residue,  are  held  of  Sir  John  Baker, 
knight,  in  socage  as  of  his  manor  of  Wateryngbery. 

And  the  jurors  say  that  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  died  on 
the  10th  day  of  August  last  past,  and  that  Thomas  Roydon, 
the  younger,  is  his  next  heir,  that  is  to  say,  son  and  heir  of 
William  Roydon  son  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon,  the 
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elder,  and  is  aged  12  years,  9 months  and  more  on  the  day  of 
the  taking  of  this  inquisition. 


II.  Inquisition  after  the  Death  of  Thomas 
Roydon  the  Younger,  1573 

Inquisition  taken  at  Deptford  Strand,  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  on  23  October,  15  Elizabeth  [1573],  before  Gilbert 
Sherrington  and  Michael  Berisford,  gentlemen,  commissioners 
appointed  by  virtue  of  a commission  of  the  Lady  the  Queen 
out  of  the  Chancery  to  them  and  others  directed,  bearing  date 
28  November  in  the  15th  year  of  the  said  Lady  the  Queen 
[1572],  after  the  death  of  Thomas  Roydon  the  younger,  lately 
deceased,  kinsman  and  heir  of  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  late 
of  East  Peckham,  esquire,  likewise  deceased,  that  is  to  say, 
son  of  William  Roydon  son  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon,  the 
elder. 

The  jurors  say  on  their  oath  that  Thomas  Roydon,  the 
elder,  was  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee  of  the  manor  or  tene- 
ment of  Ringes,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  of  certain  lands 
and  tenements,  meadows,  feedings,  pastures  etc.  in  the  parishes 
of  St.  Margaret’s  by  Rochester  and  Woldham,  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  and  of  one  barn,  one  garden  to  the  same  annexed,  12 
acres  of  land,  3 roods  and  4 “ dayworkes  ” of  land  lying  in  the 
parishes  of  Sithingborne  and  Middleton,  in  the  county  afore- 
said, called  Pullyfaires,  and  by  his  charter  bearing  date  at 
Ringes  6 August  3 Henry  VIII.  [1 51 1]  he  gave,  granted  and 
confirmed  the  said  manor  or  tenement  of  Ringes  and  other  the 
premises,  amongst  others,  in  these  words  : — 

Know  present  and  to  come  that  I Thomas  Roydon, 
gentleman,  in  full  performance  of  all  conditions,  covenants, 
promises  and  grants  made  between  me  the  aforesaid 
Thomas,  William  Wheatnall,  esquire,  Anne  his  wife,  and 
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Margaret  their  daughter,  have  given  and  granted  and  by 
this  my  present  charter  have  confirmed  to  Sir  George 
Nevill,  knight,  Lord  Burgavenye,  Thomas  Nevill,  esquire, 
Edward  Farrers,  esquire,  James  Crowmer,  esquire,  George 
Crowmer,  clerk,  John  Cromer,  gentleman,  William  Skip- 
withe,  the  younger,  gentleman,  George  Whetnall,  gentleman, 
and  Anthony  Skipwithe,  gentleman,  my  manor  of  Ringes, 
in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  also  all  lands  etc.  which  I had 
in  Ringes  aforesaid  and  in  the  parish  of  St.  Margaret’s  by 
Rochester.  And  moreover  I have  given  and  granted  to 
the  aforesaid  George  (and  others)  all  my  lands  and  tene- 
ments etc.  lying  in  the  parishes  of  Doddington  and  New- 
man, in  the  county  aforesaid,  with  8 acres  of  arable  land, 
2 acres  of  pasture  and  6 acres  of  marsh  lying  in  a croft 
called  Holdricke,  in  the  parish  of  Sithingborne,  and  with 
one  barn  and  one  garden  to  the  same  annexed,  12  acres  of 
land,  3 roods  and  4 “ dayworkes  ” of  land  lying  in  the 
parishes  of  Sithinborne  and  Middleton  : to  have  and  to 
hold  to  the  aforesaid  George  (and  others),  their  heirs  and 
assigns  for  ever,  to  the  use  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon 
and  Margaret  Whetnall,  that  is  to  say,  the  aforesaid  manor 
of  Ringes,  the  lands,  tenements  and  other  the  premises  in 
Ringes  and  the  parish  of  St.  Margaret’s  to  the  use  of  the 
aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon  and  Margaret  and  of  the  heirs 
of  their  bodies  between  them  lawfully  begotten,  and  for 
default  of  such  issue  to  remain  thereupon  to  the  right  heirs 
of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon  : and  all  the  lands  etc. 
in  the  parishes  of  Dodington,  Newman,  Sethingborne  and 
Middleton  to  the  use  of  the  before  named  Thomas  Roydon 
and  Margaret  and  the  heirs  males  issuing  of  their  bodies,  to 
wit,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  common  law  of  England 
and  not  according  to  the  custom  of  Gavelkind,  and  for 
default  of  such  issue  male  to  the  use  of  the  said  Thomas 
Roydon  and  of  his  heirs  males  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten, 
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and  for  default  of  such  issue  the  aforesaid  George  Nevill 
and  others  before  named  to  stand  and  have  seisin  to  the 
use  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon  and  Margaret  and  of 
the  heirs  of  their  bodies  between  them  lawfully  begotten, 
and  for  default  of  such  issue  to  remain  thereupon  to  the 
right  heirs  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon  to  fulfil  his  last  will 
(with  a clause  of  warranty).  In  witness  whereof  I have  set 
my  seal  to  this  my  present  charter.  Dated  at  Ringes 
6 August  3 Henry  VIII. 

By  virtue  of  which  said  charter  and  of  seisin  thereof  delivered 
and  by  force  of  the  Statute  for  transferring  of  uses  into  posses- 
sion the  same  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  and  Margaret  were 
seised  of  the  said  manor  etc. 

The  manor  of  Ringes  is  held  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Rochester  in  socage  as  of  their  manor  of  St.  Margaret’s. 

And  afterwards  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder, 
and  the  aforesaid  Margaret  were  married  according  to  the 
ecclesiastical  laws  and  had  issue  between  them  lawfully  begotten, 
viz. : George,  William,  Margaret,  Anne,  Elizabeth,  Mary  and 
Alice. 

And  further  the  jurors  say  that  some  time  before  the  death 
of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  a certain  William 
Whetnall,  of  East  Peckham,  esquire,  was  seised  in  his  demesne 
as  of  fee  of  the  manor  or  tenement  called  Gore,  and  of  8o 
acres  of  land,  4 acres  of  wood,  and  of  divers  other  lands,  etc. 
in  the  parish  of  Tunstall,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  by  his 
charter  bearing  date  6 February  12  Henry  VIII.  [1520—21] 
he  gave,  granted  and  confirmed  to  the  aforesaid  Thomas 
Roydon,  the  elder,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  the  said  manor  or 
tenement  called  Gore  and  other  the  premises  in  Tunstall 
aforesaid,  in  these  words  : — 

Know  present  and  to  come  that  I William  Whetnall  of 
East  Peckham  in  the  county  of  Kent,  esquire,  have  given, 
granted  and  by  this  my  present  charter  have  confirmed  to 
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Thomas  Roydon  of  East  Peckham,  gentleman,  and 
Margaret  his  wife,  all  that  my  tenement  of  Gore,  and  also 
80  acres  of  land,  4 acres  of  wood  and  all  other  my  lands 
and  tenements  lying  in  the  parish  of  Tunstall  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  which  said  tenement  and  other  the  premises  I 
the  aforesaid  William  Whetnall,  jointly  with  George  Cromer, 
H clerk,  and  others,  had  to  me,  my  heirs  and  assigns,  of  the 
gift,  grant  and  feoffment  of  James  Gore,  as  in  a certain 
charter  more  fully  appears  : to  have  and  to  hold  to  the 
aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon  and  Margaret  his  wife,  and  to 
the  heirs  males  of  their  bodies  between  them  lawfully 
begotten,  and  for  default  of  such  issue  to  remain  to  the 
aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 
Dated  6 February  12  Henry  VIII. 

The  manor  of  Gore  and  the  premises  in  Tunstall  are  held 
of  the  queen  in  socage  as  of  her  manor  of  Milton. 

And  further  the  jurors  say  that  the  aforesaid  Thomas 
Roydon,  the  elder,  and  Margaret  so  being  seised  of  the  manor 
or  tenement  of  Ringes  and  of  other  the  lands  etc.  in  the 
parishes  of  St.  Margaret’s  and  Woldham,  the  same  Thomas  by 
his  charter  bearing  date  21  January  36  Henry  VIII.  [1544-5], 
in  consideration  of  a marriage  to  be  solemnized  between  the 
aforesaid  William  Roydon  his  son,  and  Joan  Wilforde  daughter 
of  Thomas  Wilforde,  of  Cranebroke,  esquire,  gave,  granted 
and  confirmed  to  the  aforesaid  William  Roydon  and  Joan 
Wilforde  all  the  reversion  of  the  same  premises  last  recited 
immediately  after  the  death  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon,  the 
elder,  in  these  words  : — 

Know  present  and  to  come  that  I Thomas  Roydon,  of 
East  Peckham,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  esquire,  in  considera- 
tion of  a marriage  to  be  had  and  solemnized  between 
William  Roydon  my  son,  and  Joan  Wilford  daughter  of 
Thomas  Wilforde,  of  Cranbroke  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
esquire,  have  given  and  granted  and  by  this  my  present 
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charter  have  confirmed  to  the  aforesaid  William  Roydon 
and  Joan  Wilford  all  the  reversion  immediately  after  the 
death  ol  me  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon,  of  my  manor  of 
Ringes,  with  all  lands  etc.  to  the  same  manor  belonging, 
lying  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Margaret’s  by  Rochester  and 
Woldham.  And  also  l have  given  and  granted  to  the 
aforesaid  William  Roydon  and  Joan  Wilford  all  the 
reversion  after  the  death  of  me  the  said  Thomas  Roydon 
ot  all  those  lands  etc.  lately  purchased  of  Thomas  Sheninge  : 
to  have  and  to  hold  to  the  said  William  and  Joan  and  to 
J either  ot  them  living  the  longest,  to  remain  thereupon  to  the 
heirs  males  of  the  body  of  the  said  William  which  he  shall 
beget  upon  the  body  of  the  said  Joan,  and  for  default  of  such 
issue  to  remain  to  the  heirs  males  begotten  of  the  body  of 
the  said  William,  and  for  default  of  such  issue  to  remain  to 
Thomas  Roydon  son  of  George  Roydon,  deceased,  and  to 
the  heirs  males  of  the  said  Thomas  lawfully  begotten,  and 
tor  default  of  such  issue  to  remain  to  Margaret  Catlyn, 
Anne  Delahay,  Elizabeth  Twisden,  Mary  Darell  and  Alice 
Roydon  and  to  their  heirs  for  ever.  Dated  21  January 
36  Henry  VIII. 

(The  inquisition  next  recites  settlement  of  the  manor  of  Gore, 
21  January  36  Henry  VIII.,  1544-5,  as  in  the  inquisition  of 
1557,  and  that  Margaret  Catlyn,  Anne  Delahay,  Elizabeth 
Twisden,  Mary  Darell  and  Alice  Roydon  were  daughters  of 
the  said  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder.) 

And  afterwards  the  said  William  and  Joan  were  married 
and  had  issue  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon  the  younger, 
named  in  the  Commission  aforesaid. 

And  further  the  jurors  say  that  the  aforesaid  Thomas 
Roydon,  the  elder,  was  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee  of  the 
manor  of  Hall  Place,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  of  4 messuages, 
8 gardens,  380  acres  of  land  (etc.)  in  Barminge,  Hadlowe, 
Birlinge,  Aylesforde  and  Burham,  in  the  said  county,  and  by 
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his  charter  bearing  date  4 July  28  Henry  VIII.  [1536],  in 
consideration  of  a marriage  to  be  solemnized  between  George 
Roydon  his  elder  son,  and  Katherine  Nevell  daughter  of  Sir 
Edward  Nevell,  knight,  he  gave,  granted  and  confirmed  the 
said  manor  of  Hall  Place  (etc.)  to  the  said  George  and  Katherine, 
in  these  words  : — 

To  all  the  faithful  of  Christ  to  whom  this  present 
writing  shall  come  Thomas  Roydon,  of  East  Peckham,  in 
the  county  of  Kent,  esquire,  greeting  in  the  Lord  everlasting. 
Know  ye  that  I the  said  Thomas  Roydon  in  consideration 
of  a marriage  to  be  solemnized  between  George  Roydon 
my  elder  son  and  heir  apparent,  and  Katherine  Nevell,  one 
of  the  daughters  of  Sir  Edward  Nevell,  knight,  have  given, 
granted  and  by  this  my  present  writing  have  confirmed  to 
the  same  George  Roydon  and  Katherine  Nevell  all  that  my 
manor  called  Hall  Place  etc.  and  also  all  that  moiety  of 
K one  tenement  called  Culynge,  etc.  : to  have  and  to  hold  to 
the  said  George  and  Katherine  for  the  term  of  the  lives  of 
the  said  George  and  Katherine  and  the  life  of  the  longest 
liver  of  them,  and  after  the  decease  of  the  said  George  and 
Katherine  the  said  manor  called  Hall  Place  etc.  to  remain 
to  the  heirs  of  the  bodies  of  the  said  George  and  Katherine 
lawfully  begotten,  and  if  it  happen  that  the  said  George 
and  Katherine  die  without  heir  begotten  of  their  bodies 
then  the  said  manor  etc.  shall  remain  to  the  right  heirs 
of  me  the  said  Thomas  Roydon,  for  ever.  Dated  4 July 
28  Henry  VIII. 

By  virtue  whereof  the  same  George  and  Katherine  were 
seised  of  the  premises  last  recited  according  to  the  form  of  the 
same  writing,  and  afterwards  the  said  George  and  Katherine  were 
married  according  to  the  ecclesiastical  laws  and  had  issue  between 
them  lawfully  begotten  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon  only. 
And  afterwards  the  said  George  died,  and  the  said  Katherine 
survived  him  and  held  herself  within  by  right  of  increase. 
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And  further  the  jurors  say  that  the  aforesaid  Thomas 
Roydon,  the  elder,  was  seised  of  the  manor  or  tenement 
commonly  called  Fortune,  and  of  the  manor  of  Lomewood 
otherwise  Bromes,  and  of  ioo  acres  of  land,  20  acres  of  meadow, 
100  acres  of  pasture,  80  acres  of  wood  and  18s.  3d.  rent  in 
East  Peckham  and  Nettlestede,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  to  the 
same  manors  of  Fortune  and  Lomewoode  pertaining,  and  by 
his  charter  bearing  date  7 July  1 Edward  VI.  [1547]  he  gave, 
granted  and  confirmed  the  manor  etc.  last  recited  in  these 
words  : — 

Know  present  and  to  come  that  I Thomas  Roydon,  of 
East  Peckham,  esquire,  at  the  instance  and  special  request 
of  the  most  potent  prince,  Edward,  duke  of  Somerset, 
and  of  the  most  noble  man  Sir  John  Dudley,  knight,  earl 
of  Warwick,  and  of  Sir  Thomas  Seymor,  knight,  Lord 
Seymor,  High  Admiral  of  England,  and  of  Sir  William 
Grey,  knight,  Lord  Grey  de  Wilton,  have  given,  granted 
and  by  this  my  present  charter  have  confirmed  to  Thomas 
Wilforde,  esquire,  James  Wilforde,  esquire,  Hugh  Catlyn, 
esquire,  William  Twisden,  esquire,  Thomas  Darrell  of 
Scotney,  the  younger,  Nicholas  Burton,  and  William 
L Heron,  esquires,  all  that  my  manor,  messuage  or  tenement 
commonly  called  Fortune,  being  the  principal  tenement  or 
messuage  wherein  I the  aforesaid  Thomas  do  now  dwell, 
and  also  my  manor  of  Lomewood  commonly  called  Bromes, 
with  all  their  appurtenances,  and  also  all  lands  etc.  to  the 
same  manors  or  messuages  belonging,  lying  in  the  parishes, 
vills  and  fields  of  East  Peckham  and  Nettelstede  : to  have 
and  to  hold  to  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Wilforde  (and  others), 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  use  of  me  the  aforesaid 
Thomas  Roydon  and  Margaret  my  wife,  for  the  term  of 
our  lives  and  the  life  of  the  longest  liver  of  us,  and  after  the 
decease  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  and  Margaret  to  the  use 
of  William  Roydon,  son  of  the  said  Thomas  and  Margaret, 
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and  the  heirs  males  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  and  for 
default  of  such  issue  to  the  use  of  Thomas  Roydon  son  of 
George  Roydon,  and  the  heirs  males  of  his  body  lawfully 
begotten,  in  default  to  the  use  of  William  Roydon,  Margaret 
Catlyn,  Anne  Burton,  Elizabeth  Twisden,  Mary  Darrell, 
and  Alice  Roydon,  daughters  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon 
the  elder,  and  of  the  heirs  of  their  bodies  lawfully  begotten, 
in  default  to  the  use  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon 
son  of  the  said  George  Roydon,  of  his  body  lawfully  be- 
gotten, in  default  to  the  use  of  John  Roydon,  esquire, 
nephew  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon  the  elder,  and  the 
heirs  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  in  default  to  the  use  of 
Dorothy  Southwell  one  of  the  daughters  of  Sir  Robert 
Southwell,  knight,  and  of  her  heirs  for  ever.  Dated  at 
East  Peckham,  7 July  1 Edward  VI. 

And  afterwards  the  said  William  Roydon  died,  and  the 
said  Joan  survived  him.  And  afterwards  the  said  Thomas  son 
of  the  said  George,  likewise  died  without  issue  of  his  body 
lawfully  begotten.  And  the  said  Anne  Burton  had  issue  of 
her  body,  viz.,  Nevill  Delahay,  and  died. 

And  further  the  jurors  say  that  Dame  Elizabeth  Fane 
was  seised  of  one  curtilage  (etc.  as  in  the  inquisition  of 
1 557)- 

The  aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon,  the  elder,  made  a certain 
writing  in  these  words  : — 

To  all  the  faithful  of  Christ  to  whom  the  present  writing 
shall  come,  Thomas  Roydon  of  East  Peckham,  esquire, 
greeting  in  the  Lord  everlasting.  Know  ye  that  I the 
aforesaid  Thomas  Roydon  have  given,  granted  and  con- 
firmed to  Hugh  Catlyn,  esquire,  Thomas  Darrell  the 
younger,  William  Heron,  esquire,  and  George  Clercke, 
esquire,  all  that  my  manor,  tenement  or  chief  messuage 
called  Fortune  wherein  I do  dwell  and  also  my  lands  etc. 
in  the  parishes  of  East  Peckham,  Watringburie,  Nettlested 
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and  Mereworthe,  in  the  county  of  Kent  ; I have  also  given 
and  granted  to  the  said  Hugh,  Thomas,  William,  and  George 
Clercke,  my  manor  of  Lomewood,  otherwise  the  Bromes, 
with  all  lands  etc.  to  the  same  manor  pertaining,  lying  in 
Nettlestede  and  Hadlow,  co.  Kent  ; I have  also  given  and 
granted  to  the  said  Hugh,  Thomas,  William,  and  George 
Clercke,  the  reversion  of  my  manor  of  Hall  Place  with  all 
the  lands  etc.  to  the  same  belonging,  lying  in  the  parish 
of  Estbarmynge,  co.  Kent,  and  also  the  reversion  of  all 
messuages,  lands  etc.  lying  in  the  parishes  of  East  Peckham, 
Hadlowe,  Birlinge,  Axleforde,  Burham  and  Boxly,  after 
the  decease  of  Katherine  Throckmorton  wife  of  Clement 
Throckmorton,  esquire  ; I have  also  given  and  granted  to 
the  said  Hugh,  Thomas,  William,  and  George  Clercke, 
after  the  decease  of  Joan  Sydenham,  widow,  the  reversion 
M of  my  manors  of  Ringes  and  Gore  etc.,  also  all  my  lands 
etc.  in  the  parish  of  East  Peckham  or  elsewhere  in  the 
county  of  Kent  : to  have  and  to  hold  to  the  use  of  me  the 
said  Thomas  Roydon  and  Margaret  my  wife,  for  the  term 
of  our  lives  and  the  life  of  the  longest  liver  of  us,  and  after 
the  decease  of  the  said  Thomas  and  Margaret,  to  the  use  of 
Thomas  Roydon  son  of  William  Roydon,  and  the  heirs  of 
his  body  lawfully  begotten,  in  default  to  the  use  of  Thomas 
Roydon  the  younger,  Margaret  Catlyn,  Anne  Delahay, 
Elizabeth  Twisden,  Mary  Darrell  and  Alice  Heron, 
daughters  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon  the  elder  and 
Margaret,  and  the  heirs  of  their  bodies  lawfully  begotten, 
in  default  to  the  use  of  John  Roydon  nephew  of  the  said 
Thomas  Roydon  the  elder,  and  the  heirs  of  his  body 
lawfully  begotten,  in  default  to  the  use  of  John  Sydenham, 
his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever.  Dated  at  East  Peckham 
io  December,  i & 2 Philip  and  Mary  [1554]. 

And  moreover  the  jurors  say  that  the  said  Thomas  Roydon 
the  elder  died  at  East  Peckham  10  August  4 & 5 Philip  and 
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Mary  [1557],  and  the  said  Margaret  his  wife,  Katherine  wife 
of  the  said  George,  Joan  wife  of  the  said  William,  and  Thomas 
Roydon  the  younger,  son  of  the  said  William,  survived  the 
said  Thomas  the  elder  ; and  after  the  death  of  the  said  Thomas 
Roydon  the  elder,  the  said  Margaret  his  wife  was  seised  of  the 
said  manor  of  Ringes  according  to  the  form  of  the  charter  made 
6 August  3 Henry  VIII.  [1511],  to  remain  thereupon  accord- 
ing to  the  tenour  of  the  writing  dated  10  December  1 & 2 
Philip  and  Mary  [1554]  etc. 

And  the  jurors  say  that  the  said  Thomas  Roydon  the 
younger  was  kinsman  and  next  heir  of  the  said  Thomas 
Roydon  the  elder,  viz.,  son  of  the  said  William  Roydon  son 
of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon  the  elder,  and  aged  12  years  and 
nine  months. 

And  further  they  say  that  the  said  Thomas  Roydon  the 
younger,  being  under  age,  viz.  on  the  7th  day  of  June,  1 
Elizabeth  [1559],  the  said  queen’s  licence  not  having  been 
obtained,  married  at  East  Peckham  a certain  Eleanor  Verney, 
by  reason  whereof  there  accrued  to  be  answered  to  the  said 
queen  double  the  value  of  the  marriage  of  the  same  Thomas  ; 
also  they  say  that  his  marriage  wras  worth  ^Too. 

And  afterwards  the  said  Thomas  Roydon  the  younger 
died  at  East  Peckham,  on  the  12th  day  of  May  7 Elizabeth 
[1565],  aged  twenty  years,  without  issue  of  his  body,  and  that 
the  said  Margaret  late  the  wife  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon 
the  elder,  survived  him  and  holds  herself  within  the  said 
curtilage  and  other  the  premises  in  Hadlow  aforesaid  in  the 
charter  dated  18  November  6 Edward  VI.  [1552]  specified  for 
the  term  of  her  life  by  right  of  increase  ; and  the  remainder  in 
fee  simple  after  the  death  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon  the 
younger,  descended  to  the  right  heirs  of  the  same  Thomas 
Roydon  the  younger. 

And  also  the  jurors  say  on  their  oath  that  at  the  time  of  the 
death  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon  the  younger,  the  said 
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Margaret  Catlyn,  Elizabeth  then  the  wife  of  Sir  Thomas 
Goldinge,  knight,  Mary  Darrell,  and  the  said  Alice,  then  the 
wife  of  Oliver  St.  John,  esquire,  and  Nevile  Delahay  son  of  the 
said  Anne,  deceased,  were  cousins  and  next  heirs  of  the  same 
Thomas  Roydon  the  younger,  that  is  to  say,  the  said  Margaret, 
Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Alice,  sisters  of  the  said  William  Roydon, 
father  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon  the  younger,  and  the  said 
Nevile  Delahay  was  son  of  the  said  Anne,  sister  of  the  said 
William  father  of  the  same  Thomas  the  younger  ; and  that 
the  said  Margaret,  Dame  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Alice  and  Nevile 
then  were  of  full  age,  that  is  to  say,  the  said  Margaret  55  years 
of  age,  Dame  Elizabeth  42  years  of  age,  Mary  40  years 
of  age,  and  Alice  38  years  of  age,  and  the  said  Nevile  25 
years  of  age. 

And  moreover  the  jurors  say  that  the  said  Oliver  St.  John 
and  Alice  his  wife,  being  seised  in  right  of  the  said  Alice,  a 
fine  was  levied  between  Richard  Fuller,  gentleman,  and 
Edmund  Mawditt,  plaintiffs,  and  the  said  Oliver  St.  John  and 
Alice  his  wife,  deforciants,  the  tenour  of  which  fine  follows  in 
these  words  : — 

This  is  the  final  agreement  made  in  the  court  of  the 
Lady  the  Queen,  at  Westminster,  on  the  Octaves  of  St. 
Michael,  7 Elizabeth  [1565],  between  the  said  Richard 
Fuller  and  Edmund  Mawditt,  plaintiffs,  and  Oliver  St. 
John,  esquire,  and  Alice  his  wife,  deforciants  of  the  fifth 
part  of  the  rectory  of  Hadlowe  and  13  messuages,  700  acres 
N of  land,  160  acres  of  meadow,  500  acres  of  pasture,  800  acres 
of  wood,  300  acres  of  furze  and  heath,  and  100s.  rent  in 
East  Peckham,  Hadlowe,  Watringburie,  Nettlestede,  St. 
Margaret’s  in  Rochester,  Sithingbourne,  Dunstall,  Mylton, 
Birlinge,  Barmynge  and  Alesforde. 

Oliver  and  Alice  remitted  all  right  to  the  said  Richard 
and  Edmund  and  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  Richard,  for  ever. 
For  which  Richard  and  Edmund  granted  the  said  fifth 
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part  to  the  said  Oliver  and  Alice  : to  have  and  to  hold  to 
the  said  Oliver  and  Alice  and  to  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the 
said  Alice  by  the  said  Oliver  lawfully  begotten,  in  default 
to  remain  to  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the  said  Alice  for  ever, 
in  default  to  remain  to  the  right  heirs  of  the  said  Alice  for 
ever. 

And  afterwards  the  said  Alice  had  issue  of  her  body, 
Honor  her  daughter,  and  died.  And  afterwards  the  said 
Honor  died  without  issue. 

And  further  the  jurors  say  that  the  aforesaid  John  Roydon 
being  seised  of  such  estate  in  the  premises  as  is  abovesaid,  a 
certain  indenture  was  made  in  these  words  : — 

This  Indenture  made  ist  of  November,  8 Elizabeth 
[1566],  between  John  Roydon  of  Chilham,  co.  Kent,  gentle- 
man, of  the  one  part,  and  Henry  Darrell,  son  and  heir 
apparent  of  Thomas  Darrell  of  East  Peckham,  esquire,  on 
the  other  part,  witnesseth  that  it  is  agreed  between  the 
said  parties  that  the  said  John  Roydon  shall  by  fine  acknow- 
ledge all  those  manors,  messuages,  lands  etc.  in  the  county 
of  Kent  which  were  Thomas  Roydon’s,  the  elder,  esquire, 
O late  of  East  Peckham,  deceased,  uncle  of  the  said  John, 
whereof  the  said  John  Roydon  hath  any  remainder  or 
reversion,  by  the  name  of  18  messuages,  10  tofts,  18 
gardens,  3 dovehouses,  500  acres  of  land,  300  acres  of 
meadow,  600  acres  of  pasture,  200  acres  of  wood,  100  acres 
of  heath  and  rough  ground,  and  100s.  rent  in  East  Peckham, 
Watringburie,  Nettlestede,  Merewithe,  Hadlowe,  Estbar- 
mynge,  Birlinge,  Ailesford,  Burham,  Boxly,  Woldham,  St. 
Margaret’s  near  Rochester,  Sithingbourne,  Milton  and 
Tunstall,  to  be  the  right  of  the  said  Henry  and  shall  quit- 
claim from  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever  ; and  the  same  fine 
shall  be  to  the  only  use  of  the  said  Henry  Darrell  and  of  his 
heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 

And  a fine  was  levied  on  the  morrow  of  All  Souls  8 Elizabeth 
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and  afterwards  recorded  on  the  octaves  of  St.  Hilary  9 
Elizabeth  [1566—7]. 

And  also  they  say  that  the  said  Margaret  Catlyn,  formerly 
the  wife  of  Hugh  Catlyn.  deceased,  and  a certain  Everard 
Digbye,  gentleman,  were  married  according  to  the  ecclesiastical 
laws.  And  the  said  Everard  and  Margaret  being  seised  of  the 
premises  as  in  right  of  the  said  Margaret,  a certain  indenture 
was  made  in  these  words  : — 

This  Indenture  made  the  16th  day  of  July,  14  Elizabeth 
[1572],  between  Everard  Digby,  of  Mallinge,  co.  Kent, 
gentleman,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  late  the  wife  of  Hugh 
Catlyn,  esquire,  deceased,  and  one  of  the  daughters  and 
coheirs  of  Thomas  Roydon,  of  East  Peckham,  esquire, 
likewise  deceased,  of  the  one  part,  and  George  Catlyn  of 
East  Peckham,  gentleman,  son  of  the  said  Hugh  and 
Margaret,  on  the  other  part,  witnesseth  that  it  is  agreed 
between  the  said  parties  that  the  said  Everard  and  Margaret 
P do  covenant  that  they  shall  before  the  feast  of  All  Saints 
next  by  fine  acknowledge  the  manors  of  Fortune,  Lome- 
wood  alias  Lamewood  alias  Bromes,  Hall  Place,  Ringes 
and  Gore,  and  all  other  the  lands  etc.,  reversions  etc. 
being  sometime  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  the  said  Thomas 
Roydon,  lying  in  the  parishes  of  Aylesforde  (etc.),  co. 
Kent,  to  be  the  right  of  the  said  George  Catlyn,  and  shall 
quitclaim  to  the  said  George,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever, 
to  the  only  use  of  the  said  George,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
for  ever. 

And  a fine  was  levied  at  three  weeks  from  the  day  of  St. 
Michael,  14  Elizabeth  [1572]. 

And  further  they  say  that  the  said  Margaret,  formerly  the 
wife  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon  the  elder,  Katherine,  Joan, 
Margaret  Digby,  Dame  Elizabeth  Goldinge,  Mary  Darrell, 
Nevile  Delahay,  Henry  Darrell,  and  George  Catlyn  are  in  full 
life  at  East  Peckham,  and  that  the  said  Margaret  Roydon,  late 


EAST  PECKHAM  DEEDS 


115 

the  wife  of  the  said  Thomas  Roydon  the  elder,  as  yet  holds 
herself  within  the  said  manors  of  Fortune  and  Lomewood  and 
other  the  premises  in  East  Peckham  and  Nettlested  specified 
in  the  charter  dated  7 July  1 Edward  VI.  [1547],  with  remainder 
according  to  the  intent  of  the  same  charter. 


PART  II 


ROYDON  OF  BATTERSEA  AND  PYRFORD 


RYDON  OR  ROYDON  OF  BATTERSEA 


The  manor  of  Battersea  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Westminster 
until  the  suppression  of  the  monasteries  in  1538,1  and  was 
cultivated  in  the  main  by  villein  or  copyhold  tenants.  Rentals 
of  this  estate  of  the  time  of  Henry  III.  or  a little  later  have 
been  preserved,2  but  show  no  one  bearing  the  name  of  Rydon, 
or  Roydon  as  it  afterwards  became  ; surnames,  indeed,  were  at 
that  time  rare  among  the  tenants.  There  were  some  hamlets 
or  subdivisions  of  the  township  ; Wassingham  and  Rudon  are 
named  in  a subsidy  roll  of  1332,3  and  the  latter,  which  later 
became  Rydon,4  affords  a local  origin  for  the  surname.  The 
earliest  member  of  the  family  here  of  whom  there  is  evidence 
is  one  John  Rydon,  who  was  bedell  of  the  manor  court  in 
1 379-80  and  1384-85  5 and  is  mentioned  as  a tenant  in  a rental 
of  1385. 6 He  is  also  said  to  have  had  a lease  of  the  manor  in 
the  time  of  Richard  II.7  and  was  collector  of  the  rents  a little 
later.8  In  a rental  of  the  time  of  Henry  IV.9  occurs  the 
entry  : 

John  Rydon  the  elder  has  a cottage  with  a curtilage, 

formerly  held  by  Roger  Up.  Rent — 2s.  8d. 

Roger  Op  was  one  of  the  officers  of  the  manor  in  1300. 10 
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In  1394-5  Stephen  Rydon  was  the  serjeant  of  the  abbey’s 
manor  of  Downe  in  Wandsworth.11  Unfortunately  the  Batter- 
sea records  now  at  Westminster  Abbey  include  but  a single 
court  roll,  and  only  one  or  two  rentals.  Thus  there  is  no  means 
of  discovering  when  the  Rydon  family  first  appear,  or  their 
exact  succession.  The  accounts  of  the  officers  do  not  give  the 
tenants’  names. 

The  next  to  appear  is  one  William  Rydon,  a “ native  ” or 
villein  tenant  of  the  abbey,  to  whom  the  abbot  and  convent  on 
4 May  1448  granted  his  freedom,  for  himself  and  his  issue.12 
The  deed  does  not  assign  any  reason  for  the  manumission,  but 
probably  William  had  been  able  to  purchase  his  freedom,  for 
he  appears  to  have  been  a capable  and  energetic  man.  On 
7 July  1450  William  Rydon,  Robert  Rydon,  Nicholas  Rydon 
and  others  of  Battersea  received  the  king’s  pardon  for  joining 
in  the  rising  of  the  Commons  known  as  Jack  Cade’s  Rebellion.13 
“ Recent  researches  have  shown  that  this  rebellion  was  a much 
more  formidable  thing  than  older  historians  lead  us  to  suppose. 
It  was  by  no  means  an  outbreak  of  ‘ the  filth  and  scum  of 
Kent.’  No  nobleman,  indeed,  appears  openly  to  have  taken 
part  in  it,  and  only  one  knight  ; but  apparently  the  greater 
part  of  the  gentry,  with  the  mayors  of  towns  and  the  constables 
of  the  different  hundreds,  rose  along  with  the  rebels.  The 
men  were  summoned  as  if  by  lawful  authority,  and  in  many 
districts  it  is  clear  that  all  who  were  capable  of  bearing  arms 
joined  in  the  movement.”  14 

A few  years  later  William  Yonge  and  William  Rydon  were 
farmers  of  the  demesne  of  Battersea  under  the  abbots,  and 
appear  to  have  had  a lease  of  the  manor,  the  grant  to  them 
being  named  as  a model  in  later  leases.  The  only  accounts 


RYDON  OR  ROYDON  OF  BATTERSEA  121 


preserved  are  those  for  1454—5  and  1456— 7, 15  so  that  the 
beginning  and  ending  of  their  tenure  are  not  known.  In 
1457  or  1458  William  Rydon  sent  a petition  to  William 
(Waynflete),  bishop  of  Winchester,  as  lord  chancellor.  From 
this  it  appears  that  he  with  Robert  Rydon  the  younger, 
Nicholas  Rydon,  Nicholas  Aleyn  and  several  others  had  caused 
some  injury  to  one  Ralph  Cutfeu,  mason,  and  had  agreed  on 
13  Oct.  1457  to  abide  by  an  arbitration.  It  was  decided 
that  the  three  Rydons  should  pay  Cutfeu  6s.  8d.,  Aleyn  and 
the  others  to  pay  3s.  4d.,  in  full  satisfaction.  The  6s.  8d.  was 
at  once  paid  and  the  3s.  4d.  was  offered,  but  on  the  arbitration 
bond  of  £20  being  asked  for  Cutfeu  said  it  was  at  his  own 
house  but  he  would  bring  it  on  Our  Lady’s  day  next  following 
and  conclude  the  business.  Cutfeu  did  not  come,  and  it  was 
thought  he  was  wilfully  delaying  the  settlement.  So  Aleyn 
and  the  others  paid  their  3s.  4d.  to  the  arbitrators.  Cutfeu  then 
brought  a suit  against  all  of  them  in  the  London  court,  and  this 
appeal  to  the  chancellor  was  the  sequel.16  The  result  is  not 
known. 

There  is  again  a break  of  forty  years.  Possibly  a Robert 
Rydon  succeeded  William.  On  4 Oct.  1499  the  abbot  and 
convent  granted  a lease  of  the  manor  of  Battersea  to  John 
Rydon  of  that  place,  “ husbandman,”  for  a term  of  24 
years  at  a rent  of  £24  13s.  4d.  a year,  with  8 quarters  of  oats 
and  2 of  barley.  The  lease  included  the  site  and  all  the  appur- 
tenant lands,  Bridge  Court  and  its  lands  and  the  “ Tenant 
lands,”  in  the  manner  in  which  William  Ridon  and  William 
Yong  had  lately  held  them  to  farm,  reserving  the  view  of 
frankpledge,  etc.17  John  died  about  a year  later,  leaving  sons 
Henry  and  Robert ; an  abstract  of  his  will  is  appended  to  this 
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chapter.  A similar  lease  was  granted  to  Henry  Rydon  of 
Battersea,  yeoman,  no  doubt  the  son  of  John,  on  7 Sept. 
1520.  The  rent  was  unchanged,  but  the  term  was  longer — 
31  years.18  Henry  died  in  December  1531,  leaving  sons 
Robert  and  Henry,  both  under  age.  A short  abstract  of 
his  will  is  given  below.  On  23  March  153 1-2  the  abbot  and 
convent  renewed  the  lease  to  Robert  Rydon  son  of  Henry,  for 
a term  of  20  years  at  the  old  rent,  “ as  William  Rydon  and 
William  Yonge  lately  held  them.”  19  There  are  preserved  at 
Westminster  a number  of  acquittances  for  payments  made  to 
the  abbey  by  Henry  and  Robert  Rydon  on  account  of  their 
lease.20  Henry  Roydon  of  Battersea,  yeoman,  also  appears  in 
the  public  records,  for  on  10  July  1529  he  entered  into  a bond 
for  £200  to  be  paid  to  the  king  in  case  Robert  Norwych, 
serjeant-at-law,  and  William  Suliard,  esq.,  should  do  anything 
to  prejudice  the  king’s  rights  in  the  manor  of  Sandon  in  Essex. 
Norwych  was  acquiring  the  manor,  with  lands  in  Great  and 
Little  Baddow  etc.,  from  John  Mouche  and  Alice  his  wife.21 
Morant  in  his  history  of  Essex  does  not  mention  this  transac- 
tion, but  states  that  the  manor  was  in  the  king’s  hands  in  1525, 
when  he  granted  it  to  Cardinal  Wolsey,  on  whose  forfeiture 
(Nov.  1529)  it  reverted  to  him.22  How  Henry  Rydon  was 
concerned  does  not  appear,  but  it  is  clear  from  this  bond 
that  the  family  had  prospered  and  that  he  was  a “ substantial  ” 
man.  From  a deed  quoted  below  it  seems  he  purchased  a 
small  property  at  Bromley  in  Kent. 

Robert  Rydon,  the  son  named  above,  died  at  the  end  of 
1538,  leaving  a daughter  Elizabeth  as  heir.  At  the  manor 
court  in  1541  John  son  of  John  Sobers  alleged  that  his  father 
had  died  seised  of  a tenement  in  Battersea  held  by  copy  of 
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court  roll,  which  should  have  descended  to  him  as  son  and  heir. 
But  a William  Ridon  had  (at  some  date  not  named)  entered 
into  possession  and  then  surrendered  the  tenement  to  Henry 
Rydon,  who  in  turn  surrendered  it  to  Robert  his  eldest  son. 
Robert  had  died  in  possession,  and  now  Elizabeth  Ridon,  as 
his  daughter  and  heir,  held  it,  but  without  any  lawful  title  as 
Sobers  complained.  Elizabeth  Ridon  occurs  at  the  same  court 
as  fined  8d.  for  not  appearing  among  the  homagers  of  the 
manor.23 

The  manor  being  held  by  lease  for  a term  had  to  be  re- 
granted at  Robert  Rydon’s  death,  and  on  4 November  1538 
the  abbot  and  convent  of  Westminster  gave  it  with  various 
lands  on  lease  for  13  years  to  Henry  Rydon,  as  son  of 
Henry  Rydon  lately  farmer  there,  at  the  old  rent  of  £24  13s.  4d. 
with  8 quarters  of  oats  and  2 of  barley.24  The  schedule  of 
rents  appended  to  the  lease  includes  the  following  Rydon 
tenements  : 25 

Land  formerly  of  Nicholas  Rydon,  then  of  Walter  Stone- 
ham  in  right  of  his  wife,  late  of  Robert  Rydon  and  now  of 
Elizabeth  Rydon.  Rent  6s.  4^d.26 

Other  lands,  formerly  of  William  Browne,  then  Robert 
Rydon,  and  now  Elizabeth  Rydon.  Rents  4s.,  5s.  iod.,  4d., 
and  8|d. 

The  Corner  House,  formerly  27  Robert  Rydon,  now 
Elizabeth.  8s. 

Land  formerly  of  Robert  Rydon,  afterwards  of  John 
Rydon,  lately  of  Robert  Rydon  and  now  Elizabeth  (free).28 
6d.  [This  seems  evidence  that  a Robert  Rydon  filled  the  gap 
between  William  Rydon  of  1450-60  and  John  Rydon  of  1499.] 

Land  formerly  of  Richard  Butler,  then  of  Robert  Rydon, 
Robert  Rydon  and  now  Elizabeth.29  15s. 
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Lands  formerly  of  John  Solers  and  now  of  Elizabeth  Rydon. 
4s.  and  ios.30 

Lands  formerly  of  Simon  Colyns,  afterwards  John  Rydon, 
then  Robert  Rydon,  and  now  Elizabeth.31  7s. 

Blakeditch  Lands,  formerly  of  Richard  Elyott,  afterwards 
[Robert  Rydon,  then]  John  Rydon,  lately  Robert  Rydon  and 
now  Elizabeth.  6s.32 

Land  formerly  of  Bonsey,  afterwards  John  Rydon,  then 
Robert  and  now  Elizabeth.  3s.33 

Henry  Rydon  gave  a receipt  detailing  the  stock  when  he 
took  the  farm  over.  On  the  suppression  of  the  abbey  he 
thought  it  best  to  obtain  a new  lease  from  the  Court  of 
Augmentations,  and  this  was  granted  to  him  on  10  March 
1540—41  for  a term  of  21  years.  This  would  extend  his  tenure 
until  1561. 

On  5 July  1539  Henry  Rydon  of  Battersea,  yeoman,  sold 
to  Nicholas  Harrys,  citizen  and  fruiterer  of  London,  the 
messuage  and  land  in  YVydmore  in  Bromley,  Kent,  which  his 
father  Henry  had  purchased  from  Thomas  Tong  alias  Norreys, 
son  of  John  Tong.  The  price  was  £77,  to  be  paid  by  instal- 
ments.34 In  1541  he  was  sued  for  a small  debt  at  the  manor 
court.35  He  and  another  made  the  great  sluice  in  Battersea 
marshes  about  1546,  as  will  be  seen  below.  That  he  continued 
to  prosper  is  shown  by  a subsidy  roll  of  1547, 36  in  which  the 
first  assessments  in  Battersea  are  thus  recorded  : 

Henry  Rydon  in  goods  ,£36 — to  pay  48s. 

Richard  Taylor  ,,  ,,  £20 — ,,  26s.  8d. 

None  of  the  other  inhabitants  were  assessed  so  highly. 
“ Harry  Royden  the  younger  ” was  a churchwarden  in  1550— 1 
and  “ Harry  Royden  the  elder  ” in  1552-3.37 
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A Star  Chamber  case  of  1558  shows  Henry  in  another 
aspect.  He  had  married  a sister  of  John  Knight  of  Knight’s 
Hill — a name  still  used  for  a road  in  Norwood — and  entertained 
Knight  in  his  house  at  Battersea.  The  youth  was  “ of  small 
practice  ” and  had  been  pitifully  spoiled  of  his  wealth  by  Sir 
Thomas  Newneham,  the  plaintiff  in  the  suit.  Sir  Thomas  had 
at  last,  in  April  1558,  persuaded  or  compelled  Knight  to  make 
over  the  house  at  Knight’s  Hill  to  him  on  lease,  and  he  took 
possession  at  once,  without  allowing  (so  it  was  alleged)  the 
owner  to  carry  away  his  goods  there.  So  on  Sunday,  12  June, 
John  Knight  rode  out  to  hunt,  and  he  and  his  companions  found 
themselves — perhaps  not  altogether  by  chance — in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  his  old  house.  He  went  there  and  entered, 
wishing  to  take  some  of  his  property.  Newneham’s  servants, 
finding  him  in  the  hall,  attacked  him  with  their  “ broches  ” or 
spits,  and  penned  him  in  a corner  so  that  he  thought  his  life 
was  in  danger.  However,  someone  whom  he  did  not  know 
came  past  the  window  and  slipped  into  his  hand  a bow  and 
arrows.  He  let  one  fly,  and  Newneham’s  servants  fled  from 
the  room  but  secured  the  door  so  that  he  was  imprisoned. 
John’s  companions  outside  tried  to  release  him,  but  in  vain. 
Meantime  a boy  named  Edmund  Rydon  came  running  to 
Henry  Rydon  at  Battersea  and  told  him  what  had  happened. 
He  at  once  went  off  to  Knight’s  Hill,  and  took  a few  com- 
panions and  called  in  the  help  of  the  constable  of  the  place. 
Newneham’s  servants,  however,  refused  to  give  up  their 
prisoner,  and  there  appears  to  have  been  a great  disturbance, 
with  shouting  and  threats  and  even  danger  to  life  and  limb. 
Seeing  that  he  made  no  progress  Henry  Rydon  then  sent  to 
Camberwell  for  the  local  justice,  who  was  named  Scott ; but 
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betore  he  had  time  to  reach  the  place,  Newneham’s  servants 
thought  it  best  to  surrender  their  prisoner.  The  Rydon  party 
then  went  back  to  Battersea.  Sir  Thomas  represented  the 
matter  as  a dangerous  riot.  In  the  examinations  the  name  is 
usually  spelt  Roydon  or  Roydone.38 

Henry  obtained  a lease  in  1563  of  all  the  “ tymbre  trees  and 
pollardes  ’’  growing  within  the  site  of  the  manor  of  Battersea, 
for  21  years.39  About  the  same  time  he  had  a dispute  with 
William  Roper  about  part  of  the  lands  in  Battersea.  He 
asserted  that  the  abbot  of  Westminster  in  1530  demised  lands 
to  Sir  Thomas  More,  who  forfeited  on  attainder.  Roper 
claimed  under  a lease  from  More,  but  Rydon  (spelt  Reydon) 
denied  there  was  such  a lease.  Roper  also  obtained  a lease 
from  the  Court  of  Augmentations  in  1540.  Then  Edward  VI. 
having  lands  called  Rydons,  once  part  of  the  manor  of  Bridge 
Court  in  Battersea,  etc.,  demised  the  same  in  1550  to  John 
Philpot,  groom  of  the  chamber,  for  21  years  ; Rydon 
obtaining  them  from  Philpot.  Roper,  he  said,  had  recently 
entered  into  possession  under  letters  patent  from  Queen  Mary. 
Roper  denied  this,  saying  he  had  had  possession  for  20 
years  until  Rydon  ousted  him.40  Henry  Rydon  here  described 
himself  as  yeoman.  He  was  living  in  July  1566. 

He  died  in  1568,  being  buried  at  Battersea  on  8 July. 
Elizabeth  Ridon  (Rydon  or  Roydon),  widow  of  Henry  Rydon 
of  Battersea,  “ gentleman,”  Thomas  Holcrofte,  servant  of  Sir 
William  Cecil,  and  Joan  his  wife,  daughter  of  the  said  Henry, 
on  6 May  1 569,  obtained  an  assignment  from  Gilbert  Gerrard 
and  John  Sotherton  of  their  lease  of  the  manor  and  lands  which 
Henry  had  obtained  from  Philpot  as  above  and  from  the  queen 
in  1566.  Henry’s  “ cousin  ” Elizabeth  (i.e.  his  niece),  wife  of 
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William  Rydon  of  Pyrford,  is  mentioned.41  Philpot’s  lease 
would  expire  in  1582.  In  depositions  of  1580  Elizabeth 
Roydon  of  Battersea,  widow,  is  stated  to  have  been  50  years 
old  and  upwards.42 

Elizabeth  Roydon,  widow  of  Henry,  was  concerned  in  a 
suit  about  repairing  the  sluices  in  Battersea  and  Clapham  in 
1582-3.  John  Leache  of  Deptford  said  the  great  sluice  was 
made  about  1546  by  John  Parke,  carpenter,  to  whom  he  was 
then  apprentice.  Henry  Roydon  of  Battersea  and  one  Master 
John  Lynge  of  South  Lambeth,  farmers  of  the  marsh  lands, 
paid  the  men’s  wages.43  Elizabeth  was  still  living  on  4 
Sept.  1592,  when  the  queen,  reciting  that  Henry  Rydon 
deceased  and  his  ancestors  had  been  farmers  of  the  site  of  the 
manor  of  Battersea,  granted  to  her,  as  Henry’s  widow,  and 
to  Joan  Holcroft,  widow,  a lease  of  the  same  for  21  years  to 
begin  when  that  which  she  had  acquired  from  Gerrard  and 
Sotherton  should  expire.  She  had  paid  £66  13s.  4d.  and  was 
to  give  £5  3s.  4d.  rent.44 

Elizabeth  was  buried  at  Battersea  on  30  July  1593  and  on 
28  August  her  will  was  proved.  This  will  is  dated  31  May 
1591,  and  first  of  all  requests  that  the  will  of  her  late  husband 
Henry  Rydon  be  performed,  if  any  part  of  it  has  been  left 
undone.  She  mentions  her  “ sisters  ” Bridget  Turcke,  widow, 
Knight  of  Knight’s  Hill,  and  Marshe.  To  her  cousin  Henry 
Turcke  and  his  wife  she  left  “ my  great  silver  salt  which  I 
bought  of  his  mother  ” ; other  cousins  were  Anne  Lipscum, 
John  Embersome  and  Elizabeth  Woode.  To  Joan  Rydon, 
daughter  of  William  Rydon,  she  left  £ 20  and  ,£10  more  which 
her  father  had  had  for  Joan’s  use.  To  her  godson  William 
Holcroft  she  left  £60  and  household  stuff ; to  Henry  Holcroft 
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the  elder  ,£30,  to  Ann  and  Mary  Holcroft  £20  each,  to  Thomas 
and  Geoffrey  Holcroft  and  Henry  the  younger  /To  each. 
To  Joan  Holcroft,  wife  of  Thomas  Holcroft,  gent.,  lately 
deceased,  she  left  corn  in  the  barn  and  growing.  In  her  own 
right  she  held  land  called  the  Lady  Acre  in  Clapham  ; this  she 
demised  to  William  Holcroft,  son  of  Thomas,  deceased,  for 
1000  years,  he  (and  his  successors)  to  pay  20s.  a year  to  the 
poor  of  Battersea.  The  said  Joan  Holcroft,  widow  of  Thomas, 
was  to  be  sole  executrix.  There  were  other  bequests— to  poor 
widows,  prisoners,  Thomas  and  Nicholas  Gregory,  Anne 
Woode,  Elizabeth  wife  of  William  Alofe,  gent.  {£20),  Elizabeth 
Holgate  and  John  Palmer.45 

As  sufficiently  appears  by  the  documents  already  cited 
Joan  the  executrix  was  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Henry 
Rydon.  She  married  at  Battersea,  on  6 Dec.  1568,  Thomas 
Holcroft,  described  above  as  in  the  service  of  Cecil,  Lord 
Burghley,  and  stated  to  have  been  a younger  son  of  Geoffrey 
Holcroft  of  Hurst  in  Culcheth  near  Warrington.46  As 
“ Thomas  Hollcroft,  gent.,”  he  was  buried  at  Battersea  on 
27  May  1591.  They  had  sons  Geoffrey,  described  as  " a 
captain  in  the  Low  Countries,”  and  Henry,  afterwards  of  East 
Ham  in  Essex,  who  was  made  a knight  and  had  a numerous 
family.  He  held  high  positions  in  Ireland,  no  doubt  by  the 
patronage  of  his  step-father,  and  thus  the  Calendars  of  the 
Irish  State  Papers  have  numerous  references  to  him. 

For  her  second  husband  Joan  married  Sir  Oliver  St.  John, 
a younger  son  of  Nicholas  St.  John  of  Lydiard  Tregoze  in 
Wiltshire.47  He  was  born  in  1559  and  intended  for  the  law, 
being  entered  at  Lincoln’s  Inn  in  1580,  but  in  1584  he  killed 
George  Best  in  a duel  and  was  compelled  to  flee  the  country 
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for  a time.  He  served  in  the  wars  in  Flanders  and  France, 
and  returned  to  England  in  1592.  He  must  have  married 
Joan  Holcroft  about  that  time,  for  in  the  subsidy  of  1593-4  he 
was  assessed  in  Battersea  and  Penge  for  lands  of  £20  value,48 
obviously  his  wife’s  estate.  He  fought  again  in  the  Low 
Countries,  but  was  employed  in  Ireland  in  1601,  being  made  a 
knight  at  Dublin,  and  appointed  master  of  the  ordnance  there 
in  1605.  He  retained  this  office  till  1614.  He  was  made 
Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland  in  1616  and  distinguished  himself  by 
his  “ intolerable  severity  ” towards  recusants  ; he  had  to  be 
recalled  in  1622.  He  continued  in  favour  at  court,  was  created 
Viscount  Grandison  in  the  peerage  of  Ireland  in  1621  and 
Baron  Tregoz  in  the  English  peerage  in  1626.  In  right  of  his 
wife  he  enjoyed  a lease  of  the  manor  of  Battersea,  and  in  1627 
he  was  able  to  purchase  the  manor  in  fee.  A rental  of  the 
manor  made  in  1621  records  that  Sir  Oliver  St.  John  paid 
^33  ns.  8|d.  for  the  site  of  the  manor  (beyond  £4.  10s.  yearly 
allowed  him)  and  5s.  6d.  for  copyhold  lands.49  He  died 
without  issue  at  Battersea,  30  Dec.  1630,  and  was  buried 
on  12  Jan.  His  widow  died  soon  afterwards,  being  buried 
there  on  10  March  1630—1.  The  monument  in  the  church 
bears  life-size  portrait  busts  of  husband  and  wife,  with  their 
arms  impaled  above  it.  The  following  is  the  inscription,  cut  in 
capital  letters  : 

Deo  Trino  et  Vni  Sacrvm 

Olivero,  Nicolai  Set.  John  de  Lydeard  filio  seevndo,  Eq.  avrato,  Anti- 
qvissimis  et  illvstribvs  de  Bello  Campo  de  Bletsoe,  Grandisonis  et 
Tregoziae  familiis  orivndo,  Terra  mariq.,  domi  forisq.,  belli  pacisq. 

Artibvs  egregio,  divse  Elizabethae  e nobiliss3  pensionariorvm 
Cohorte  svis  inde  meritis,  et  singvlari  divi  Jacobi  gratia,  in 

S 
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Hibernia  instrvmentis  bellicis  praefecto,  Conaciae  propreside 
Qvaestori  summo  et  regis  vicario,  procomiti  de  Grandisonis,  et 
Tregoziae  de  Hyworth  in  Anglia  baroni  eidem  divo  Jacobo  et 
Filio  ejvs  piissimo  a secretioribvs  et  sanctioribvs  consiliisoo 
Postqva  is  annos  honoribvs  aeqvaverat  et  tranqvillissime  senverat 
Somnienti  similiter  extincto.oojohannes  de  Set.  John,  eqves  et 
Baronettvs,  ex  fratre  nepos  et  haeres  avvncvlo  maerentissimo 
Maestissimvs  P.  in  ecclesia  de  Battersey.  Vixit 
Annos  LXX.  Mor.  xxix  Decembris  MDCXXX. 

The  arms  now  are:  St.  John,  8 quarterings ; impaling  Roydon  : 
Per  bend  Az.  and  Gu.,  over  all  a griffin  segreant  Arg.  queue 
fourchee.  Lysons  in  1792  recorded  these  arms  as — Per  pale  Arg.  and 
Sa.,  a griffin  segreant  counter-changed.50 

The  progress  possible  for  a “ villein  ” or  servile  family  is 
well  illustrated  here.  The  Rydons  secured  their  freedom  in 
1448,  and  progressed  through  “ yeoman  ” to  “ gentleman,” 
and  in  1616  the  heiress  was  wife  of  the  Lord  Deputy  (or 
Viceroy)  of  Ireland. 

The  Battersea  estate  was  bequeathed  to  Lord  Grandison’s 
nephew  Sir  John  St.  John,  who  had  already  inherited  the 
family  estate  at  Lydiard  Tregoz  and  been  created  a baronet  in 
1611.  From  him  it  descended  regularly  to  his  great-grandson 
the  celebrated  Henry  Viscount  Bolingbroke,  who  died  at 
Battersea  in  1751.  The  mansion-house,  which  stood  near  the 
Thames,  was  originally  a very  large  one,  but  the  greater  part 
was  pulled  down  in  1778.  An  interesting  part  was  still  standing 
at  the  beginning  of  1922,  when  it  was  finally  demolished  to 
make  way  for  an  extension  of  the  mill  adjacent.51  One  of  the 
rooms  was  lined  with  cedar  and  was  the  favourite  study  of 
Pope,  a great  friend  of  Bolingbroke \s ; the  Essay  on  Man  is 
said  to  have  been  written  there.  An  outbuilding  only  remains. 
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There  were  minor  families  of  Rydon  or  Roydon  in  Battersea. 
The  William  Rydon  mentioned  above  in  Sellars’  complaint 
died  in  1529,  his  will  being  dated  24  May  and  proved  30  July 
in  that  year.  The  name  is  spelt  Roydon  all  through.  He 
desired  to  be  buried  in  St.  Mary’s  churchyard,  Battersea, 
leaving  2od.  to  the  high  altar  for  “ my  tithes  and  oblacions  by 
me  forgotten  or  wythholden.”  His  wife  Rose  was  to  have  his 
tenement  and  14  acres  of  land  and  was  appointed  executrix  ; 
the  remainder  was  to  his  son  John  Roydon.  Another  son, 
Harry,  was  to  have  an  acre,  parcel  of  the  tenement  sometime 
Sellars’.  Mr.  Harry  Roydon  was  one  of  the  witnesses.52 

The  abbot  and  convent  of  Westminster  in  1527  demised  to 
Katherine  Hayton  widow  the  watermill  in  Wandsworth  called 
Adkins  mill,  with  a meadow  and  fishery.  All  this  had  by  1551 
come  into  the  hands  of  John  Roidon  (or  Roydon),  gent.,  and  he 
then  secured  a new  lease  from  the  Court  of  Augmentations.53 

John  Rydon  and  Jane  Leddall  were  married  at  Battersea, 
18  Oct.  1574;  and  Edmund,  baptized  11  Oct.  1579;  John, 
7 May  1587  ; and  Jane,  22  Nov.  1584,  were  probably 
among  their  children.  The  will  of  John  Roydon  of  Battersea, 
yeoman,  dated  20  Oct.  1614,  was  proved  in  the  following 
February,  by  Jane  his  widow  and  executrix.  He  speaks  of 
four  children,  but  does  not  name  them.54  He  was  buried  at 
Battersea  on  2 Nov.  1614,  and  his  widow  Jane  on  29 
Aug.  1625.  Her  sons  Edmund  and  John  Roydon,  on  10 
Oct.,  proved  her  will,  which  had  been  made  in  the  pre- 
ceding January.  She  gave  10s.  to  the  poor  of  Battersea, 
and  made  bequests  for  her  daughter  Jane  Gayton,  wife  of 
George  Gayton,  and  her  grandchild  Ann  Reydon.  The 
residue  went  to  her  two  sons.55  John  the  son  of  John  Roydon 
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was  buried  26  July  1626,  the  last  of  the  name  to  be  buried  at 
Battersea. 

In  the  survey  of  1621  already  quoted  the  only  Roydon 
mentioned  is  Robert  Roydon,  who  held  copyhold  land  and 
paid  £ 2 13s.  3d.  rent.56 


NOTES 

1 See  V.C.H.  Surrey,  iv.  8,  for  the  general  history. 

2 A rental  of  the  time  of  Henry  III.  in  the  British  Museum  (Add.  Charter  8139)  ; 
and  an  extent  among  the  Westminster  Abbey  Deeds  (No.  27507). 

3 Lay  Subsidies  (P.R.O.),  184/4. 

4 Wassingham,  Rydon  and  Wandsworth  are  named  as  contiguous  in  1472  ; 
Cal.  Pal.  R.  1467-77,  p.  308. 

5 Westminster  Abbey  Deeds,  1806,  1825  A. 

6 Ibid.  1809. 

7 Ibid.  22953.  This  is  a copy,  almost  illegible,  of  the  time  of  Henry  VI. 

8 Ibid.  1814. 

9 Ibid.  1876. 

10  Ibid.  27515. 

11  Ibid.  27579. 

12  Campbell  Charter  (B.M.),  xvi.  9.  A fragment  of  the  seal  remains. 

13  Cal.  Pat.  Rolls,  1446-52,  p.  347. 

14  Did.  Nat.  Biog.,  under  “ Cade.” 

15  Westminster  Abbey  Deeds  27514,  27515. 

16  Early  Chancery  Proceedings  (P.R.O.),  26/92.  Waynflete  was  chancellor 
from  1456  to  1460. 

17  Westminster  Abbey  Deeds  : Register  Book  I.,  f.  111b. 

18  Ibid.  Reg.  Bk.  II.,  f.  162A 

19  Ibid.  f.  2843. 

20  Westminster  Abbey  Deeds,  30541,  etc.  (Henry),  and  30792,  etc.  (Robert). 

21  Close  Roll  398  (21  Henry  VIII.),  n.  31.  There  was  a “recovery”  of  the 
manor  in  Trinity  term,  the  same  year,  as  mentioned  in  this  bond.  The  spelling 
Roydon  should  be  noticed. 

22  Morant,  Essex,  ii.  26. 

23  Court  Rolls  (P.R.O.),  204/36. 

24  This  lease  is  recited  in  full  in  the  lease  of  1541  ; Augmentation  Office  Misc. 
Bks.  (P.R.O.),  213,  f.  121.  The  term  of  13  years  would  end  in  1551,  the  date  at 
which  the  1520  lease  would  have  ended. 
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23  Comparisons  have  been  added  from  the  similar  schedule  in  the  lease  of  1532 
made  to  Robert  Rydon. 

26  Stoneham  seems  to  have  held  in  1532,  but  the  lease  is  not  always  up-to-date. 

27  William  Rydon  in  1532,  according  to  the  lease  ; but  it  is  shown  in  the  text 
that  William  died  in  1529. 

28  Robert  Rydon  in  the  1532  lease. 

29  The  1532  lease  gives  John  in  place  of  the  first  Robert  Rydon. 

30  William  Rydon  held  in  1532. 

31  Robert  held  in  1532. 

32  The  first  Robert  Rydon  has  been  inserted  from  the  1532  lease. 

33  Robert  held  in  1532. 

34  Close  Roll  418  (31  Henry  VIII.,  pt.  1),  No.  30. 

35  Court  Rolls  (P.R.O.),  204/36. 

36  Lay  Subsidies  (P.R.O.),  185/224. 

37  Surrey  Arch.  Coll.  iv.  96. 

38  Star  Chamber  Proceedings,  Philip  and  Mary  (P.R.O.),  7/6.  For  Newneham 
see  Baker,  Northants.,  i.  293. 

39  Patent  Roll  5 Eliz.,  pt.  1. 

40  Chanc.  Proceedings,  Series  II.,  1 53/1 . Henry’s  lease  of  the  manor  would 
have  expired  in  1 562,  when  Philpot  would  have  succeeded  had  he  not  been  bought  out. 

41  Close  Roll  15  Eliz.,  part  1. 

42  Chanc.,  Town  Depositions,  bdle.  140. 

43  Exchequer  Special  Commissions,  7073. 

44  Patent  Roll  1394  (34  Eliz.,  pt.  15),  m.  30.  Gerrard’s  lease  would  expire  in 
1613,  so  that  the  new  lease  would  go  on  till  1634. 

45  Surrey  Wills  at  Somerset  House. 

46  Essex  Visitation  (Harl.  Soc.),  421.  See  also  Local  Gleanings  Lancs,  and 
Cites,  ii.  152,  157,  for  the  Holcroft  family. 

47  Diet.  Nat.  Biog.,  G.E.C.,  Complete  Peerage.  For  a sketch  of  Lady  Grandison 
see  Mrs.  Hutchinson’s  Memoir  of  her  husband  (p.  1 1). 

48  Surrey  Arch.  Coll,  xviii.  195. 

49  Rentals  and  Surveys  (P.R.O.),  15/25. 

50  Lysons,  Environs  of  I^ondon,  i.  40,  41.  This  monument  is  the  only  authority 
noticed  for  the  arms  of  Roydon  of  Battersea. 

51  Walford,  Old  and  New  London , vi.  470  ; Times,  30  March  1922. 

52  Archdeaconry  of  Surrey  Wills  (Somerset  House),  Mychell,  f.  106. 

63  Augmentation  Office  Misc.  Books,  222,  f.  131  d. 

54  Archdeaconry  of  Surrey,  Berry,  f.  335. 

65  Ibid.  Yeast,  f.  327. 

56  Rentals  and  Surveys  (P.R.O.),  15/25. 
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APPENDIX 

i 

RYDON  OR  ROYDON  OF  BATTERSEA 

William  Rydon,  free  1448 
Robert 


Margaret  (2)=  John,  =(1)  Isabel  (?  King  of  Beckenham)  William  = Rose 
d.  1500  I | 

John, 

| i j Henry 

Margery(2)=  Henry,  =(i)Joan  Robert  Agnes  = Thomas  Alice 
d.  1531  I Piers 


Robert,  = Alice  Knight  of 


d.  1538 


Knight’s  Hill 


Henry,  = Elizabeth  Knight,  Elizabeth  = Nicholas 


d.  1568 


sister  of  Alice, 
d.  1 593 


/^Harris  of 
Bromley 


Elizabeth,  (Sir)  Oliver  St.  John(2)=  Joan,  — (1)  Thomas  Holcroft, 
d.  and  hr.  Viscount  Grandison,  d.  1631  I s.  of  Geoffrey 
= Will.  R.  d.  1630 

of  Pyrford.  | | 

(Capt.)  Geoffrey  (Sir)  Henry 


II 

John  Rydon  of  Battersea,  yeoman,  made  his  will  on  29 
Aug.  1500  (16  Henry  VII.),  and  it  was  proved  on  the  follow- 
ing 15th  of  October  (P.C.C.,  12  Moone).  After  stating,  as 
usual,  that  he  was  “ in  good  and  whole  mind  ” and  that  he 
bequeathed  his  soul  to  Almighty  God  his  Maker  and  Saviour, 
to  our  blessed  Lady  St.  Mary  and  all  the  holy  company  of 
heaven,  he  went  on  to  direct  that  his  body  be  buried  in  the 
churchyard  of  Batrichesey,  where  the  body  of  his  late  wife 
Isabel  lay.  To  the  high  altar  of  the  church,  for  tithes  and 
offerings  withdrawn  or  forgotten,  and  to  the  intent  that  his 
soul  and  his  friends’  souls  might  be  remembered  by  his  curate 
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(or  his  deputy)  in  the  pulpit  he  left  13s.  4d.  ; to  the  maintenance 
of  the  light  of  our  Lady  and  St.  Katherine  in  the  church  he 
gave  a cow  ; and  to  the  ceiling  of  the  church  roof  over  the 
Crucifix  he  gave  all  the  “ quarter  horde  ” lying  in  his  yard, 
with  6s.  8d.  towards  paying  the  workmen.  The  executors  were 
to  provide  “ an  honest  priest  of  good  conversation  ” to  sing  for 
his  soul,  and  the  souls  of  parents,  wife,  friends  and  all  Christian 
souls.  Around  his  body  during  the  Dirige  and  Mass  and  at 
the  month’s-mind  three  new  torches  of  wax  (of  20s.  value)  were 
to  be  burned,  and  given  afterwards  to  the  churches  of  Battersea, 
Wandsworth  and  Clapham.  To  the  making  of  the  high- 
way, 20s. 

To  Margaret  his  wife,  for  her  part  of  his  goods,  he  gave 
20  marks  and  all  the  stuff  she  had  brought  with  her  on  the  day 
of  her  marriage.  She  was  also  to  have  the  tenement  he  had 
lately  purchased  of  the  heirs  of  Richard  Botiller  for  her  life  (if 
she  should  remain  unmarried)  ; then  to  his  son  Robert  and 
his  heirs.  Robert  was  also  to  have  six  silver  spoons  of  the  best 
and  the  standing  maser.  Another  son  Henry  was  to  have 
the  great  maser  ; and  the  three  tenements  bought  of  Browne 
of  London,  mercer,  were  to  go  to  Henry  and  his  issue.  A 
daughter  Alice  received  10  marks,  the  best  gown  and  kirtle 
of  Isabel  his  late  wife,  etc.  ; another  daughter  Agnes  was  to 
have  a house  and  land  (worth  26s.  8d.  a year)  settled  on  her  by 
her  husband  Thomas  Piers,  after  which  the  executors  were  to 
pay  Piers  10  marks.  To  his  brother  William  Rydon  he  left 
his  best  gown  and  doublet.  John  Botiller  and  other  god- 
children are  mentioned  ; also  Richard  Dawe,  Margaret 
Lambert  and  Richard  Hawthorn.  None  of  the  children  were 
to  meddle  with  the  goods,  etc.,  until  they  came  of  age  or  were 
married. 

To  Robert  his  son  and  his  issue  he  left  all  his  lands  in 
Battersea  except  as  aforesaid.  Should  Henry  and  Robert  die 
without  issue,  all  was  to  go  to  testator’s  next  heirs.  “ I will 
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that  if  my  ij.  sonnes  will  goo  to  scole  that  than  they  have  all 
their  fyndyng  that  shall  longe  unto  theym  untill  the  tyme  they 
come  to  theire  lawfull  age  and  be  of  goode  governaunce  and 
ruled  by  the  goode  discrecion  of  myn  executors/’  All  residue 
to  be  divided  equally  between  Henry  and  Robert. 

Executrix  : Margaret  his  wife,  with  the  following  co- 

executors, who  were  to  receive  20s.  each  : William  Kendale, 
citizen  and  stationer  of  London,  John  Atwell  and  Henry  Kynge. 

in 

The  following  are  among  the  provisions  of  the  lengthy 
will  of  Henry  Rydon  of  Battersea,  yeoman,  dated  10  Dec. 
1531,  and  proved  about  four  weeks  later,  on  4 Jan.  (P.C.C.,  13 
Thrower) : 

To  be  buried  in  the  parish  church  of  Battersey  as  near  my 
late  wife  Joan  as  possible.  Elaborate  provisions  are  made 
for  his  exequies,  for  he  wished  his  executors  “ to  bring  me 
to  the  erthe  honestlye  and  not  to  sumptuoslye.”  Various 
religious  bequests  are  made.  A cope  is  to  be  bought  for 
the  church  having  on  it,  “ Pray  for  the  sowle  of  Henry 
Rydon  and  Joanne  his  wife,  oon  whos  soulles  God  have 
mercy.”  To  Margery  his  wife  ^100;  she  was  widow  of 
Thomas  Otley  of  London,  grocer.  His  sons  Robert  and 
Henry  were  both  under  age;  they  were  residuary  legatees. 
To  Robert  he  left  his  interest  in  the  lease  of  the  manor 
of  Battersey,  with  reversion  (should  Robert  die  before 
21)  to  Henry.  His  uncle  Henry  Kyng  and  cousin 
Robert  Kyng  of  Beckenham  in  Kent  are  named  ; also 
Nicholas  Harres  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  (testator’s 
daughter ; and  Henry  Rydon  the  elder.  There  are 
gifts  to  servants  etc.  Executors  : Nicholas  Harres  and 

Robert  Kyng,  who  are  to  have  £5  each.  As  to  his  lands 

1 For  Harris  pedigree  see  Surrey  Archl.  Collections,  ii.  (Visitation). 
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he  willed  those  in  Surrey  (in  Battersea  and  Wandsworth) 
to  descend  to  Robert  when  he  attained  the  age  of  21,  and 
those  in  Kent  (in  Westerham,  Bromley,  Beckenham  and 
Lewisham)  to  Henry  ; during  minority  Robert  Kyng  was 
to  have  the  rule  of  Robert’s  lands  and  Nicholas  Harres  of 
Henry’s.  The  widow  was  to  have  an  annuity  of  ^5  out 
of  the  lands. 


IV 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  will  of  Robert 
Rydon,  described  as  of  Battersea,  gentleman,  made  21  Sept. 
1538,  and  proved  on  11  November  following  (P.C.C.,  11 
Crumwell)  : 

To  be  buried  in  the  parish  church  of  Batterychesey  as  near 
my  father’s  grave  as  possible.  To  Alice  my  wife  ^50 
etc.  To  Elizabeth  my  daughter  40  marks,  to  be  paid  on 
the  day  of  her  marriage  ; but  should  she  die  before  marriage, 
one-third  to  be  given  to  my  wife,  one-third  to  my  sister 
Elizabeth  Harreys  wife  of  Nicholas  Harreys,  and  one-third 
to  my  brother  Henry.  To  my  brother  Henry  all  interest 
in  the  lease  of  the  manors  of  Battersea  and  Bridge  Court 
and  40s.  To  my  cousin  Henry  Rydon  of  Battersea  40s. 
Executors  : brother  Henry  and  wife  Alice.  Overseer : 

Henry  Knight. 


v 

The  following  entries  in  the  Battersea  registers  (1559-1700), 
which  have  not  been  used  elsewhere,  may  be  useful : 

Baptisms 

1575.  Elizabeth  Roydon,  24  July. 

1 577.  Thomas  Roydon,  13  Oct. 

1 581  (—2).  Henrye  Roydon,  21  Jan. 


T 
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1589.  Mary  Rydon,  30  Nov. 

1627.  Mathew  the  sonne  of  Edward  Roydon,  13  Sept. 

Marriages 

1561.  Hugh  Platte  and  Ellen  Roydon,  25  June. 

1582.  Henrie  Jackson  alias  Rydon  and  Jane  Heiwoode, 
3 June. 

1614.  Andrew  Rud  and  Mary  Royden,  9 June. 

1631.  Thomas  Lewys  and  Anne  Roydon,  17  April. 


Burials 

1560.  Henry  Roydon,  30  May  [?  Harry  R.  “ the  elder  ”]. 
1572.  Elizab.  Roydon,  8 Sept. 

1 572( — 3).  Alexander  Rydon  drowned,  18  Feb. 

1578.  Denis  Rydon,  30  Aug. 


VI 

A Nicholas  Royden  married  Frances  Jarrett  (or  Garrett) 
at  St.  James’s,  Clerkenwell,  on  27  June  1619,  and  the  baptisms 
of  children  are  recorded  in  the  registers  (printed).  He  may 
have  been  the  father  of  William  Royden  of  Wapping,  who 
died  beyond  the  seas,  and  to  whose  estate  the  father  was 
administrator  in  1648.1 

1 Commissary  of  London,  Act  Book  1648,  f.  22. 


II 

ROYDON  OF  PYRFORD 

It  has  been  shown  above  that  Elizabeth  the  daughter  and  heir 
of  Robert  Rydon  of  Battersea  (d.  1 538)  married  William 
Roydon  of  Pyrford  near  Woking.  William’s  ancestry  has  not 
been  traced  ; he  was  probably  one  of  the  offshoots  of  the 
Battersea  family,  for  Pyrford  also  was  a Westminster  manor, 
and  the  same  arms  were  used  by  both  families.  William’s 
name  first  occurs  in  the  records  in  1552,  when  William  Rydon, 
presumably  Elizabeth’s  husband,  received  a life  grant  of  the 
office  of  woodward  in  Brokewood  within  the  king’s  lordship 
of  Woking,  at  a fee  of  id.  a day.  One  William  Hall  had  been 
appointed  in  1 538,  but  Rydon  had  acquired  his  right,  and  so  a 
new  lease  was  granted.1  In  May  1560  William  Rydon  of 
Pyrford  acquired  from  William  Porter  lands  in  Pyrford,  Horsell, 
Chertsey,  Byfleet  and  Wooaham,  and  the  rents  reserved  were 
shortly  afterwards  released  to  him.2  He  appears  to  have 
added  to  his  estate  from  time  to  time.3  In  the  subsidy  collected 
in  1594  William  Rydon  held  in  lands  in  Pyrford  £6,  and 
William  Roydon  (probably  his  son)  had  in  Horsell  £5  in  goods 
for  assessment.4  He  died  in  or  before  1611,  when  Elizabeth 

Rydon  of  Pyrford,  his  widow,  made  her  will,  which  was 
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proved  12  Dec.  1612. 5 She  had  been  buried  at  Chertsey  on 
30  November. 

This  will,  after  some  gifts  to  the  poor  and  the  church,  gives 
various  sums  of  money  or  goods  to  children  and  grandchildren. 
Her  son  William  had  a daughter  Elizabeth  and  other  children. 
Her  married  daughters  were  Elizabeth  Berryman  (widow  of 
Thomas),  Jane  Drewe,  both  having  children,  Mary  Mazyor 
with  a daughter  Mary,  Anne  Starr  and  Martha  Stanton,  each 
with  two  children.  Another,  Alice  Feild,  was  dead,  leaving  a 
son  Henry  and  five  other  children.  Two  daughters,  Joan  and 
Christian,  were  unmarried,  to  the  latter  she  left  £20.  John 
Warner  son  of  Elizabeth  Berryman  (by  her  first  husband)  is 
named.  Testator’s  son  Robert  Rydon  or  Roydon  was  to  have 
her  lands  in  Battersea  and  Wandsworth,  and  was  to  be  executor. 
His  daughter  Elizabeth  is  named,  also  a son  Robert.  The 
overseers  were  Mr.  Nicholas  Burley  and  Mr.  Jeffrey  Hone. 

Information  about  the  family  is  afforded  also  by  the  record 
of  the  heralds’  visitation  in  1623. 6 The  two  sons  were  described 
as  (1)  William  of  Pyrford  and  (2)  Robert  of  Chertsey.  Some 
account  of  their  lines  will  be  given  below,  but  the  descent  is 
difficult,  as  there  are  many  of  the  same  Christian  name,  and 
they  appear  in  various  places,  so  that  identification  is  obscured. 
The  first  husband  of  the  daughter  Elizabeth  was  John  Warner  ; 
she  died  on  7 May  1623,  and  there  was  formerly  a monument 
commemorating  her  in  Chertsey  Church.7  Mary’s  first  husband 
was  William  Osborne  and  her  second  Ezechiel  Mayor  or 
Mazyor.  Christian  married  William  Bray  of  Pirford  and 
Martha  married  Matthew  Stanton  of  Newdigate.  Joan 
remained  unmarried,  and  was  buried  at  Chertsey  27  March 
1635.  Her  will,  dated  21  Dec.  1634,  was  proved  on  24 
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June  1635. 8 In  it  she  is  described  as  “ of  Chertsey,  spinster/' 
She  left  her  house  to  Elizabeth  Roydon,  daughter  of  her 
brother  Robert,  with  a plot  of  land  lately  taken  out  of  the 
common;  she  gave  40s.  to  Robert's  son  William,  and  ,£10 
each  to  Elizabeth  and  Christian  Bray,  daughters  of  William 
Bray  of  Pyrford.  Other  bequests  were  made  to  William  and 
Christian  Starre,  Thomas  Berriman,  Henry  Feild  of  Fellow 
Green,  John  and  Elizabeth  children  of  John  Russell.  After 
bequests  to  the  poor  of  Addlesdon  and  Chertsey  she  left  the 
rest  of  her  goods  to  her  kinsman  John  Warner,  whom  she  made 
executor.  Overseers  : John  Wheatley  and  Richard  Wapshott. 

(1)  William  Rydon,  gentleman,  in  1611  obtained  the  royal 
pardon  for  acquiring  a tenement  in  Pyrford  Worth  from  Richard 
Warner  and  others.9  According  to  the  visitation  pedigree  he 
married  Margaret  Purdham  of  Horsell.  He  died  in  1616,  his 
will  being  dated  11  June  and  proved  19  July,  in  that  year.10 
His  son  William,  the  elder  son  according  to  the  recorded 
pedigree,  had  perhaps  incurred  his  father’s  anger,  for  only  20s. 
was  left  to  him.  Daughters  Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Annis 
Roydon  received  ^40  each,  when  they  should  attain  21  years 
or  on  their  marriage.  Jane  Goring,11  another  daughter,  was 
to  have  a cow.  The  wife  Margaret  was  made  sole  executrix. 
She  and  the  younger  son  Robert  were  to  have  the  use  of  all 
testator’s  lands  in  Woking,  Chertsey,  Pyrford  and  Byfleet  for 
five  years,  “ to  the  intent  that  my  three  daughters  by  them  be 
well  and  carefully  brought  up  during  the  said  five  years,  and 
after  that  time  I give  all  my  lands  and  tenements  in  the  said 
parishes  to  my  said  son  Robert  and  his  heirs  for  ever.”  Another 
house  and  some  cattle  were  bequeathed  specially  to  this  son. 
The  overseers  were  William  Braye  and  Richard  Bishop. 
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Robert  appears  to  have  had  no  issue  at  the  time  the  will  was 
made.  He  is  not  described  as  younger  son  in  it. 

The  elder  son  William,  apparently  disinherited,  is  named  in 
the  1623  Visitation — having  a son  William  according  to  one 
version  of  it  12 — but  little  more  is  known  of  him,  except  that  in 
November  1623  he  made  a complaint  in  Chancery  against 
Henry  Sinnacle  of  Woking  relating  to  money  borrowed  by  the 
plaintiff,  who  is  described  as  “ William  Royden  of  Byfleet, 
Surrey,  gent.”  To  discharge  the  debt  William  had  surrendered 
lands  in  Byfleet  to  defendant,  but  the  latter  was  proceeding 
against  him  under  the  bond  as  if  he  had  received  nothing.13 
In  1628  William  Roydon  was  assessed  on  lands  of  40s.  a year 
value  in  Byfleet.14  A William  Royden,  perhaps  the  son,  occurs 
as  a tenant  of  Byfleet  in  a rental  of  the  time  of  Charles  II. 
( c . 1670),  paying  3s.  2d.  yearly.15  In  June  1707  William 
Roydon  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  cloth  worker,  and  his  brother 
Robert  Roydon  of  Byfleet,  yeoman,  claimed  against  Henry 
Martin  a share  in  a legacy  to  their  aunt  Jane  Martin  of  Chobham 
in  Surrey.16  This  may  refer  to  this  or  the  following  family. 

The  younger  son  Robert,  described  as  of  Pyrford,  was 
assessed  for  lands  there  in  1628,  as  of  40s.  value.17  In  his 
will,  dated  8 Nov.  1638  and  proved  11  April  1639, 18  he  is 
described  as  gentleman.  He  desired  to  be  buried  in  Pyrford 
churchyard,  and  left  10s.  to  the  poor  of  the  place.  Alice  his 
wife  was  to  have  the  use  of  all  his  lands  in  Pirford,  Woking, 
Chertsey  and  Byfleet  for  four  years  to  enable  her  to  bring  up 
his  children  and  pay  his  debts.  His  son  Robert  Roydon  was 
then  to  come  into  possession.  Robert  was  to  give  his  brother 
William  ^80 — half  when  he  had  completed  his  apprenticeship, 
and  the  other  half  four  years  after  ; and  he  was  to  give  his  sister 
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Margaret  ^80  when  she  should  be  22.  The  wife  Alice  was 
made  executrix  and  friends  named  John  Baylie  and  Robert 
Emmett  were  to  be  overseers.  In  1651  Robert  Roydon  of 
Egham,  gent.,  and  Joan  his  wife  sold  to  Maurice  Crockford 
their  tenement  in  Pyrford,  containing  70  acres.19 

One  Alice  Royden,  widow,  was  buried  at  Pyrford  25 
Dec.  1667.  Another  Alice,  “ of  Weybridge,  widow,”  was 
buried  there  12  May  1676.  She  was  apparently  the  Alice  who 
married  “ Mr.  Robert  Royden  ” at  Battersea  on  17  August 
1648  ; her  surname  is  not  recorded  in  the  register.  Her  will 
was  proved  on  20  May  1676  ; the  executors  were  William  and 
Anne  Richardson.20  This  will  was  made  on  9 Sept.  1675  ; 
she  desired  to  be  buried  with  her  late  husband  in  the  chancel  of 
Pyrford  Church,  and  a sermon  was  to  be  preached  on  the 
occasion  from  1 Peter  i.  3-5.  No  children  are  mentioned. 
She  left  ^2  to  the  poor  of  Pyrford  and  £$  to  the  poor  of 
Battersea.  Other  bequests  were  to  Robert  Roydon  of  Woking 
(40s.),  Joan  Roydon  of  Byfleet,  widow  (20s.),  Robert  Roydon 
of  Pyrford  the  elder  (10s.),  to  godchildren  Margaret  Oldis 
(daughter  of  John  Oldis,21  clerk)  and  Jane  Merryott,  Thomas 
Saunders  of  Battersea  (£$),  etc. 

In  1694,  according  to  an  entry  in  the  registers,  George  Page 
and  Robert  Royden,  both  of  Pyrford,  husbandmen,  gave 
evidence  as  to  the  payment  of  small  tithes  to  the  curate  of  the 
parish. 

(2)  Robert  Roydon,  gent.,  of  Chertsey,  signed  the  Visitation 
pedigree  recorded  in  1623.  For  the  arms  recorded  see  Rydon 
of  Exeter  (below).  Robert  was  in  1628  assessed  on  his  lands 
at  and  was  himself  a “ sessor  ” for  the  subsidy.22  Under 
his  mother’s  will,  cited  above,  he  had  her  estate  in  Battersea, 
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and  paid  £ 2 13s.  5d.  for  copyhold  lands  there  in  1621. 23  He 
married  Martha  daughter  of  Henry  Mellersh  (or  Mellish)  of 
Godaiming,  and  with  her  had  the  fifth  part  of  the  manor  of 
Thorncombe  Street  or  Marshall’s  in  Bramley.24  In  1627  the 
king  granted  that  Robert  Roydon  and  other  tenants  of  the 
manor  of  Chertsey  should  have  their  fines  (on  succession)  at 
one  year’s  rent  according  to  the  old  rent,  with  other  privileges.25 
In  1638  he  was  described  as  of  Talworth  in  Long  Ditton,  in  an 
indenture  between  (1)  himself,  his  sons  William  and  John,  and 
(2)  Henry  Browning  of  Wandsworth  and  Thomas  Taylor  of 
Battersey,  yeomen.  The  deed  was  to  make  provision  for  the 
marriage  of  William  Roydon  (Robert’s  second  son)  with 
Elizabeth  Gregory,  a daughter  of  Oliver  Gregory  of  Battersea, 
deceased,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Henry  Browning, 
by  assigning  a tenement  at  Talworth  to  Robert  and  Martha 
his  wife  for  life,  and  then  to  the  use  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
after  their  marriage  for  their  lives  with  remainder  to  their  issue.26 
In  1644  Robert  Roydon  (perhaps  the  Byfleet  Robert)  was 
admitted  to  a messuage  in  Chertsey  on  the  surrender  of  John 
Richardson.27 

Robert  Roydon  made  his  will  on  28  March  1645.  He  left 
to  his  wife  Martha  the  messuage  in  which  he  lived,  purchased 
from  William  Crockford,  the  lands  belonging  to  the  manors  of 
Walton  Lee  and  Walton  on  Thames.  For  this  she  was  to  pay 
his  son  John  £5  a year,  and  John  would  succeed  to  it  after  her 
death.  Bequests  were  made  to  his  sons  Robert,  William  (who 
had  a son  Robert),  John  and  Nicholas,  daughters  Elizabeth 
(^120),  Martha  (^250),  Anne  {£ 150 ),  Joan,  and  a grandchild 
Margaret  Pritchett.  The  residue  of  his  goods  went  to  his  wife, 
who  was  executrix.  The  overseers  were  his  son  William  and 
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Oliver  Gregory  of  Battersea.  For  some  reason  Martha  did 
not  execute  the  will,  and  on  28  April  1654  the  son  John  took 
out  letters  of  administration  ; over  twenty  years  later,  on 
6 Aug.  1677,  Robert  Royden,  the  eldest  son,  took  out  further 
letters  of  administration  to  the  effects  not  disposed  of  by  John.28 
It  does  not  appear  when  Robert  the  father  died.  At  the  court 
baron  of  Chertsey  on  12  Oct.  1646  Robert  Royden  the  elder, 
gent.,  was  one  of  the  jurors  ; and  Robert  Royden,  gent.,  in  the 
following  year,  22  Oct.  1647. 29 

The  son  William  married  Elizabeth  Gregory  at  Wands- 
worth on  29  Oct.  1638,  and  children  (Robert),  William,  Ellen 
(d.  inf.),  Henry  and  Elizabeth  are  recorded  in  the  Wandsworth 
registers. 

What  became  of  Robert  the  eldest  son  is  not  quite  clear. 
Children  of  Robert  Roydon  and  Agnes  his  wife  were  baptized 
at  Chertsey  ; including  a son  Robert  in  1630.  He  would  no 
doubt  inherit  the  Chertsey  estate  and  in  1650  “ Mr.  Royden  ” 
held  land  in  Chertsey  of  the  manor  of  Walton  Leigh.30  He  is 
probably  the  Robert  Roydon  of  Byfleet  who  in  1644  acquired 
from  John  Richardson  a messuage  called  “ Nagges  ” at 
Addlesdon  Heath  in  Chertsey.31  Robert  Roydon  paid  2s.  iod. 
rent  for  his  free  land  in  Byfleet  in  the  time  of  Charles  II.32 
Then  Robert  Roydon  of  Hersham  in  Walton  upon  Thames, 
gent.,  apparently  the  same  man,  made  his  will  on  14  Aug. 
1685,  desiring  to  be  buried  in  Walton  church.  He  was  buried 
there  accordingly  on  19  August.  To  his  son  Edward  Royden 
he  left  the  leases  of  three  houses  in  More  Street  in  St.  Martin’s 
in  the  Fields  ; to  his  daughters  Elizabeth  Felfure  and  Joan 
Wheatley  5s.  each.  The  rest  of  his  goods  he  left  to  Anne 
Roydon,  widow  of  his  eldest  son  Robert  Roydon,  deceased,  and 
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made  her  executrix.  She  died,  however,  before  she  could 
assume  the  task,  and  on  14  Dec.  1685  a commission  was 
granted  to  Lawrence  Porter,  uncle  and  guardian  of  Robert 
Roydon,  a minor,  son  of  Anne  Roydon,  widow  deceased,  to 
administer  during  the  minority.33  Thus  there  were  three 
Roberts  in  succession.  The  second  Robert,  who  had  married 
Anne  Porter  at  Chertsey  on  13  Feb.  1666—7,  died  intestate 
about  March  1685  ; his  son  Robert  was  about  17  years  of  age.34 

On  11  Dec.  1689  licence  was  granted  by  the  Arch- 
bishop’s Vicar  General  to  Robert  Roydon  of  Woking,  gent., 
aged  about  22,  to  marry  Mrs.  Anne  Bird  of  the  same  place, 
spinster,  about  21,  with  the  consent  of  her  father,  at  St. 
Augustine’s  or  St.  Foster’s,  London.  Robert  Roydon  in  1690 
bought  a covert  in  Mayford  near  Woking  and  sold  it  in  1724  to 
John  Coussmaker.35  On  25  May  1725  Robert  Roydon  of 
Byfleet,  gent.,  made  his  will,  which  was  proved  on  6 July 
following.  He  left  freehold  lands  in  Byfleet  to  his  wife  Anne 
for  life,  with  reversion  to  his  daughter  Martha  wife  of  John 
Mugliston  ; and  a copyhold  tenement  to  his  daughter  Sarah. 
The  wife  was  made  executrix.36  The  will  of  the  widow  Anne, 
dated  8 June  and  proved  7 Dec.  1730,  makes  bequests  to 
her  daughters  Mary  widow  of  John  Tidmarsh,  Sarah  wife  of 
Nathaniel  Yellenull,  Anne  wife  of  Richard  Harvest  (who  had 
a son  Richard),  and  Martha  Muglestone,  widow  (who  had  a 
daughter  Hannah)  ; also  to  a kinsman  Owen  Porter  of  Staines 
in  trust  for  Harvest.  The  daughter  Martha  was  executrix.37 
Thus  this  line  ended  in  female  heirs. 

William  Roydon  of  Talworth,  gent.,  son  of  the  above- 
named  Robert  of  Chertsey  (1645),  made  his  will  on  23  July 
1672  (proved  11  Sept.),  leaving  lands  in  Long  Ditton  to  his 
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son  Henry  Roydon,  and  a messuage  in  Hersham  to  his  youngest 
son  John.  The  eldest  son,  Robert,  had  been  provided  for  with 
a competent  real  estate,  and  now  had  a bequest  of  cattle.  The 
son  Henry  was  made  executor.38  William  appears  to  have 
married  a second  wife  Susanna,  to  whom  he  was  executor  in 
1663. 39 

Anne  Roydon,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Robert  of  Chertsey, 
made  her  will  on  3 Aug.  1666  and  it  was  proved  on  4 Oct. 
She  was  buried  at  Pyrford  8 Sept.  1666,  as  of  the  parish 
of  Walton  on  Thames.  She  left  bequests  to  her  cousin  Mary, 
daughter  of  Nicholas  Roydon,  Theodore  son  of  Richard 
Prichard,  John  son  of  Thomas  Wheatley,  Anne  daughter  of 
John  Roydon,  Sarah  and  Mary  Preston,  Frances  Mawbanke 
and  Rebecca  Cater.  Margaret  Prichard  was  to  be  executrix  ; 
she  had  become  the  wife  of  Robert  Westcombe  before  the 
probate,  and  was  a niece.40 
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1 Augmentation  Office  Misc.  Books  (P.R.O.),  224,  f.  193.  See  Letters  and 
Papers  of  Henry  VIII.,  xiii.  pt.  1,  p.  137. 

2 Close  Roll  3 Eliz.,  pt.  13,  m.  14.  See  also  Land  Revenue  Misc.  Bks.,  190,  f.  76. 

3 Land  Revenue  Misc.  Books,  203  ; a survey  of  2 James  I.  ; ibid.  197. 

4 Surrey  A rchl.  Collections,  xix.  84. 

5 P.C.C.,  1 18  Fenner.  The  name  is  spelt  Roydon  in  the  margin. 

8  Harl.  Soc.  xliii.  179  ; Surrey  Archl.  Collections,  xi.  (Visitation). 

7 J.  Aubrey,  Antiq.  of  Surrey,  iii.  181. 

8 P.C.C.,  59  Sadler. 

9 Patent  Roll  9 James  I.,  pt.  14  (26). 

10  Archdeaconry  of  Surrey,  Stoughton,  f.  166. 

11  Wife  of  John  Goring  of  Horsell  ; Visitation. 

12  Harl.  MS.  1433,  f.  148A 

13  Chancery  Proc.,  Series  II.,  375/4. 

14  Surrey  Subsidy  Roll  (P.R.O.),  186/439. 

15  Rentals  and  Surveys  (P.R.O.),  25/6. 


ROYDON  OF  PYRFORD 


149 


16  Chancery  Proc.  before  1714,  Mitford  619/26. 

17  Surrey  Subsidy  Roll  186/439. 

18  Archd.  of  Surrey,  Harding  f.  46. 

19  Close  Roll  of  1651,  pt.  2.  n.  29. 

20  Commissary  of  Surrey,  Wills,  etc. 

21  John  Oldys  was  incumbent  of  Pyrford  1669-1703. 

22  Surrey  Subsidy  Roll  186/439. 

23  Rentals  and  Surveys  (P.R.O.),  15/25. 

24  V.C.H.  Surrey,  iii.  84. 

25  Patent  Roll  3 Chas.  I.,  pt.  21,  n.  1. 

26  Close  Roll  of  1655,  pt.  31,  n.  16. 

27  Court  Rolls  (P.R.O.),  204/40. 

28  P.C.C.,  462  Alehin. 

29  Land  Revenue  Court  Rolls  65/1. 

30  Parly.  Surveys  (P.R.O.),  No.  55. 

31  Land  Revenue  Court  Rolls  65/1. 

32  Rentals  and  Surveys  (P.R.O.),  25/6. 

33  P.C.C.,  155  Cann. 

34  Commissary  of  Surrey,  Wills,  etc. 

35  V.C.H.  Surrey,  iii.  387. 

36  Surrey  Wills  (Somerset  House). 

37  P.C.C.,  340  Auber. 

38  P.C.C.,  1 13  Eure. 

39  Commissary  of  Surrey,  Wills,  etc. 
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Ill 

ROYDON  OF  DEVON,  KENT,  ETC. 

There  was  a family  of  Rydon  or  Roydon  in  Devonshire, 
though  only  occasional  notices  of  its  members  occur.  Roger 
de  Ridone,  subdeacon,  was  instituted  to  Botusfleming  in  1261  ; 1 
and  Alan  de  Rydon  was  instituted  to  a chantry  at  Holsworthy 
in  1378.2  Such  notices  of  clerks,  however,  are  not  satisfactory, 
as  they  may  not  be  connected  with  local  families.  The 
name  does  not  occur  in  the  register  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford. 

The  will  of  Andrew  de  Rydon  of  Axminster  was  made 
7 Dec.  1414  and  proved  22  April  1415.  He  desired  to  be 
buried  before  St.  Katherine’s  altar  in  St.  John  Baptist’s  church, 
and  left  money  for  Masses,  etc.,  repairing  the  ways  and  other 
charities.  He  mentions  Alice  his  wife  (residuary  legatee), 
William  his  son  and  Ibot  his  daughter  (^40);  also  John  the 
son  of  his  brother.  Executors  : his  wife,  William  Huddesfeld 
and  William  Keche.3 

Next  we  have  a complaint  made  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  by 
William  Smyth,  mason,  between  1443  and  1457.  He  alleged 
that  he  had  taken  a tenement  at  Bridford  for  a term  of  70  years 
from  one  John  Rydon  of  Exeter,  merchant,  and  after  occupying 
for  three  years  and  spending  a good  deal  of  money  on  it, 
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Rydon  (in  conjunction  with  one  John  Manning  of  Exeter)  had 
ousted  him  on  pretence  of  an  earlier  feoffment  to  Manning. 
Complainant  was  a poor  man  but  Rydon  had  “ great  riches. ” 4 

A later  complaint  (1475-1480)  by  Robert  Rydon,  servant  to 
the  Cardinal  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  (Bourchier),  represented 
that  William  Paulyn,  deceased,  parson  of  St.  Mary  Michael  in 
Exeter,  had  on  his  deathbed  given  £20  in  trust  to  pay  for 
petitioner’s  education  at  Oxford.  The  executors,  however, 
refuse  to  pay,  and  he  asks  redress.5  Nothing  further  is  known 
of  the  story,  but  an  incident  in  1490  (see  below)  may  show  that 
his  claim  succeeded. 

It  seems  possible  that  this  Robert  is  the  “ Robert  Ridoen 
of  the  city  of  Exeter,  gentleman,  whose  ancestors 
were  most  inhabited  in  the  county  of  Devon- 
shire/' who  received  a grant  or  confirmation  of 
arms  from  Clarenceux  king  of  arms  in  1494 
(9  Henry  VII.),  viz.  “ Silver  and  gules  party 
per  pale,  a gryffon  counter  of  the  same,”  with 
a gryffon  issuing  from  a crown  as  crest.6  This 
coat  is  that  which  was  in  the  17th  century 
assigned  to  the  Rydons  or  Roydons  of  Battersea 
and  Pyrford,  though  no  connection  between  the 
families  is  known. 

There  was  at  the  date  of  this  grant  a promi- 
nent official  named  Robert  Rydon,  who  rose  to 
be  clerk  to  the  Council  of  Henry  VII.  and  had 
other  public  appointments.  There  is,  however,  a difficulty  in 
the  identification,  as  this  Robert  is  not  known  to  have  any  direct 
connection  with  Exeter,  his  interests  being  apparently  in  London 
and  Kent.  But  as  a Robert  (of  Exeter  ?)  was  in  the  service  of  the 
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archbishop  of  Canterbury  as  early  as  1480  he  may  have  ceased 
to  have  any  estate  in  the  West  Country.  It  will  be  seen,  however, 
that  there  is  some  evidence  in  favour  of  the  identification. 

Robert  Rydon,  apparently  of  London,  in  1483-1485, 
petitioned  the  Chancellor  against  the  proceedings  of  William 
Shukburgh  of  London,  draper,  who  had  a claim  for  ^80 
against  William  Marshall  and  Thomas  Grevile  under  a bond. 
He  sued  Grevile,  and  not  being  satisfied  then  sued  Marshall, 
who  had  given  ample  goods  as  security.  Still  Shukburgh  was 
not  satisfied,  and  claimed  the  goods  and  demanded  sureties  for 
£20  more.  Rydon  agreed  to  be  one  of  the  sureties  and  now 
found  himself  in  danger,  for  though  Shukburgh  had  had  the 
full  value  of  his  ^80  bond,  he  refused  to  surrender  this  bond.7 

In  1482  Robert  Rydon,  the  king’s  servant,  was  appointed 
to  be  the  king’s  promoter  in  all  causes  in  the  Admiralty  Court, 
with  a stipend  of  20  marks  a year.8  In  1484  he  (as  Master 
Robert  Rydon)  was  made  one  of  the  king’s  commissaries 
general  in  the  Admiralty  of  England.9 

Somewhat  later  William  Oset  of  Exeter  made  a complaint 
against  Robert  Rydon,  as  executor  of  Richard  Tumour.  He 
said  that  Tumour  and  Anthony  Iswyn  were  bound  in  100 
marks  to  Robert  Chubbe  and  Oset  himself,  for  the  latter’s 
benefit.  Chubbe  having  released  all  claims  to  Rydon,  and 
thus  barred  any  claim  by  Oset  alone,  he  fears  the  total  loss  of 
his  money,  and  asks  a remedy.10 

In  i486,  Robert  Rydon,  gent.,  was  one  of  the  feoffees  of 
John  Blakborne,  citizen  and  barber  of  London.11  Two 
London  merchants  in  1490  complained  that  Master  Robert 
Rydon,  bachelor  in  laws,  commissary  and  lieutenant  of  the  earl 
of  Oxford  as  admiral  of  England,  had  decided  unjustly  against 
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them  in  a case  in  the  Admiralty  Court  concerning  their  ship 
the  Trinity  of  London,  and  the  king  ordered  inquiry.12  The 
result  appears  to  have  been  favourable  to  Rydon,  who  was  not 
removed  from  office.  The  degree  mentioned  shows  a university 
course  ; so  that  the  Robert  Rydon,  formerly  a petitioner  to  the 
chancellor,  may  have  gone  to  Oxford  after  all.  The  university 
register  is  defective  at  that  time.  Robert  Rydon  was  employed 
in  the  Star  Chamber  Court  in  1491, 13  and  one  of  the  judges  in  a 
maritime  case  in  1493. 14  In  1497  he  was  clerk  of  the  Council.15 
He  was  one  of  a large  commission  appointed  in  August  1497  to 
hear  and  decide  all  offences  in  the  county  of  Devon.16  This 
was  after  the  suppression  of  the  Cornish  rebellion  under 
Flamank,  and  when  the  incursion  of  Perkin  Warbeck  was 
daily  expected.  His  appointment  may  be  an  indication  of  a 
Devonshire  origin,  but  may  have  been  due  simply  to  his 
official  position.  In  June  1499  Robert  Rydon,  vice-admiral 
and  clerk  of  the  Council,  was  commissioned  to  act  as  pleni- 
potentiary for  the  conclusion  of  peace  with  King  James  of 
Scotland.17  He  continued  to  act  as  clerk  of  the  Council  and 
deputy  of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  admiral  of  England,  until  just 
after  the  accession  of  Henry  VIII.18  when  he  died.19  In  a 
general  pardon  issued  to  him  (as  to  many  others)  in  June 
1509,  he  is  described  as 

Robert  Ridon  of  London,  gent., 

Robert  Ridon,  clerk  of  the  Council  of  Henry  VII., 

Robert  Ridon,  lieutenant  or  commissary  of  John  earl  of 
Oxford,  admiral  of  England, 

Robert  Rydon  of  Wulwych,  gent., 

Robert  Rydon,  justice  of  the  peace  in  Kent, 

Robert  Rydon,  gent.,  one  of  the  late  King’s  commissioners  in 
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Devon,  Cornwall,  Somerset  and  Dorset  for  fines  on  his 

subjects  there, 

Robert  Rydon,  receiver  of  the  said  commissioners, 

Robert  Rydon,  gent.20 

He  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  Kent  from  1501  to  1506. 21 

Robert  Rydon  acquired  the  manor  of  East  Wickham  in 
Kent,  with  lands  there  and  in  Plumstead,  Bexley  and  Wool- 
wich, in  May  1499,  from  William  Poynes  or  Poyntz.22  There 
was  a recovery  in  the  king’s  court  in  the  following  Michaelmas 
term,  Richard  bishop  of  Durham,  Edward  Poninges,  kt., 
John  Risley,  kt.,  Richard  Guldeford,  kt.,  and  Richard  Chamber- 
leyn  acting  with  Rydon  as  demandants.23  He  appears  to  have 
sold  or  leased  them  to  the  abbey  of  Westminster  in  1503, 24  and 
in  1535  the  abbey’s  estate  in  Wickham  in  Kent  was  liable 
(among  other  outgoings)  for  a rent  of  8s.  8d.  to  “ the  heirs  of 
Ryden.”  25 

By  his  will,  dated  19  July  1508  and  proved  20  Nov. 
1509,  Robert  desired  to  be  buried  in  the  tomb  of  his  late  wife 
Agnes  in  St.  Dunstan’s  in  the  East,  London,  should  he  die  in 
the  city.  He  left  legacies  to  churches  (including  Woolwich). 
He  mentions  Richard  Tumour,  “ husband  of  my  mother,” 
while  they  lived.  [In  an  Exeter  petition  cited  above  Robert 
Rydon  is  named  as  executor  of  Richard  Tumour.]  He  also 
mentions  a suit  in  which  he  had  been  engaged  concerning  the 
manor  of  Bethom  and  to  which  Lord  Strange  was  a party.  The 
abbot  of  Boxley  in  Kent  appears  to  have  been  a special  friend, 
and  various  bequests  were  made  to  him.  Testator’s  wife 
Margaret,  son  John,  daughter  Elizabeth,  and  brother  Ralph 
had  bequests  ; the  son  (under  age)  having  a gold  chain  and 
moneys  from  the  sale  of  woods  at  Wickham.  The  wife  and 
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Ralph  the  brother  were  to  be  executors.  His  lands  at  Wickham, 
Welling,  Bexley,  and  Plumstead  were  to  be  in  his  wife’s  hands 
until  the  son  John  should  come  of  age  ; other  land  in  Woolwich, 
held  by  Richard  Chamberlain  for  life,  was  to  revert  to  the 
daughter  Elizabeth.20  There  is  no  mention  of  Exeter  or 
Devonshire. 

Archbishop  Warham  sent  the  following  undated  letter  “ To 
Master  R.  Rydon,”  who  added  “ to  delyver  to  oon  of  the 
clerkes  of  the  Previseale  in  hast  ” : 

I commende  me  unto  you,  desiring  that  ye  helpe  the  power 
preest  berar  herof  to  the  short  expedicion  of  letters  yevyn  undre 
the  privet  seale  directid  to  suche  persones  and  for  suche  causes 
as  the  bil  her  enclosed  doeth  specifie,  with  that  they  appere  in 
the  tyme  and  place  rehersed  in  the  saide  bil.  So  that  ye  kepe 
the  same  bil  of  complaynt,  that  hit  may  be  when  hit  shalbe 
tyme  exhibited  in  the  Ster  Chambre.  Yevin  at  Croydon  the 
vjth  day  of  June. 

(Signed  by  the  Archbishop)  Will'm  Cantuar. 

Rydon  has  written  below  it  an  order  as  requested  for  a 
privy  seal  to  be  directed  to  John  Spynk  senior  and  junior  and 
other  persons  to  appear  to  answer  a charge  of  riot.  The 
elder  Spynk  was  to  bring  his  wife  and  daughter.  It  is  signed 
“ R.  Rydon.”  27 

There  were  Roydons  in  Kent  before  either  this  Robert 
Rydon  or  Thomas  Roydon  of  East  Peckham  settled  in  the 
county.  Thus  on  i April  1404  Geoffrey  Welde  of  East  Peckham 
quitclaimed  to  Richard  Roytone  of  the  same  place  and  Anne 
his  wife  all  right  in  land  called  Westfield  which  Welde  had  held 
in  conjunction  with  Roger  Oxbroke  and  John  Tannere  by  gift 
of  William  Godyng  and  John  Laurans.28  A John  Roydon  of 
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Dartford  made  his  will  on  4 April  1462  ; he  names  Alice  his 
wife  but  no  other  kinfolk.29  William  Royden,  rector  of  Paul’s 
Cray,  made  his  will  on  16  April  1540  ; he  desired  to  be  buried 
in  the  chancel,  and  left  ^10  to  the  church.  He  had  land  at 
Farningham.  The  will  was  proved  9 July  1541  by  the  executors 
Joan  Reskew  and  Thomas  Sibyll,  esq.,  but  they  afterwards 
renounced,  and  administration  was  granted  to  Joan.30  Other 
occurrences  of  the  name  can  be  collected  from  the  printed 
registers,  Drake’s  edition  of  Hasted’s  Blackheath  Hundred , etc. 
Thus  Streatfeild  gives  numerous  Roydon  entries  from  West 
Farleigh  and  Hadlow,  and  this  fragment  of  pedigree  derived 
from  the  Mereworth  parish  registers  : 31 

James  Royden,  = 
buried  17  April  1595  | 

1 i 1 

Margaret,  Anne,  Katherine, 

bapt.  8 March  bapt.  24  March  bapt.  7 Jan. 

1583-4  1587-8  I59I-2 

Richard  Roydon  of  West  Mailing  made  his  will  on  2 May  1627 
(it  was  proved  6 June),  leaving  his  house  to  his  son  Francis 
and  another  house  to  his  daughter  Elizabeth  ; his  wife  Alice 
was  to  be  the  executrix.32 

The  surname  also  occurs  in  other  counties.  In  Middlesex 
in  1341  John  de  Beauchamp  (Bello  Campo)  of  Somerset 
acquired  from  Henry  de  Roydone  and  Joan  his  wife  and  from 
Alice  widow  of  William  Raghener  of  Littleton  their  portions 
of  a tenement  in  Littleton  and  Shepperton.33  These  places  are 
not  far  from  Chertsey,  where  Roydons  were  later  settled,  as 
shown  above.  The  Christian  name  Henry  was  a favourite  in 
the  Battersea  family.  In  London  Robert  Rydon,  clerk,  was 
a feoffee  in  1371  ; 34  and  William  Roydon  was  a juror  in  1530— 
1 533*35  John  Raydon  or  Roydon,  citizen  and  pewterer  of 
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London,  obtained  in  1531  a lease  of  messuages  for  forty  years,36 
and  made  his  will  16  May  1536,  desiring  to  be  buried  in  St. 
Nicholas  Aeon,  near  Lombard  Street.  His  goods  were  to  be 
divided  into  three  equal  parts — one  for  his  funeral  expenses, 
one  for  his  wife  Anne  (executrix)  and  one  for  his  sons  John  and 
Thomas.  The  will  was  proved  17  Dec.  the  same  year.37 
Philip  Royden  of  London,  merchant,  was  defendant  in  1598  to 
claims  by  Henry  Everard  of  Long  Melford,  for  a moiety  of  the 
profits  on  their  joint  shipments  of  goods  to  and  from  France.38 
There  were  cross-suits  by  Royden. 

John  Roydon,  a native  of  Saxony  and  licentiate  of  medicine, 
obtained  letters  of  denization  in  1529. 39  He  was  physician  to 
archbishop  Warham,  and  in  1539  was  appointed  physician  to 
the  priory  of  Christ  Church,  Canterbury,  with  a yearly  fee.40 
In  1545  and  later  he  lived  at  Cuddesdon,  the  advowson  of  Little 
Wilbraham  being  assigned  to  him  and  Edmund  Wyndsor, 
probably  in  trust,  and  the  site  of  Cuddesdon  manor  (late  of 
Abingdon  Abbey)  being  demised  to  him  by  the  Crown  at  a 
rent  of  £12. 41 

Edward  Roydon,  whose  interesting  letter  follows,  may  have 
been  a son  of  the  above  John,  for  he  was  a physician.  His 
“ German  sister  ” was  no  doubt  a sister  by  blood.42 

Jhesus 

Right  worshipfull.  After  my  retourne  from  Turveye  in 
Bedfowrdshire  on  Saturdaie  last,  I was  geven  to  understand  the 
enquirie  made  for  me  by  an  officer  to  sommon  my  apparaunce 
befor  your  worsh.  at  Northampton.  And  as  I suppose 
rightelie  enfourmed  also  that  the  cawse  of  that  sommanse  was 
uppon  hir  MUes  commission  to  yeld  or  be  taxed  by  your 
worshippe  for  recusancie  as  other  in  like  case.  Good  Sir,  for 
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my  not  apparaunce  that  daye  I humblie  crave  pardon  wth 
taithfull  protestation  to  your  worshe  that  I had  no  manner 
knowledge  therof  till  the  daye  of  apparaunce  was  passed.  And 
for  the  matter  of  contribution  or  paymente  to  hir  maiestie  (by 
whose  goodnesse  I enioye  all  benefits  in  this  state)  I humbly 
submitt  me  (as  dutie  requirethe)  to  your  worshippes,  either  all 
ioinctelye,  or  to  your  self  in  speciall,  to  be  imposed  accordinge 
to  your  conscience,  and  discreation,  hopinge  that  theruppon  I 
shall  be  exempted  and  set  free,  by  hir  maiesties  said  favoure 
& goodnesse,  from  all  suche  molestations  and  ponishmentes 
as  by  severitie  of  lawes  might  be  extended  for  the  cawse  afor- 
said.  Onlye  this  I humblye  crave  (and  by  your  wisdome  and 
equitie  have  good  hope  to  obtayne)  that  you  will  here  in  vouche 
save  to  take  a true  knowledge  of  my  estate  and  abilitie,  wch 
beinge  best  knowen  to  my  selfe,  and  yet  not  hidden  to  dyverse 
other  I will  (howe  muche  so  ever  to  my  enbasemente)  faithefully 
laie  downe  before  your  Worshippes.  First  yt  is  verye  true  that 
I have  neyther  howse,  land,  rente,  annuitye,  penson  or  stock  of 
cattaile,  nor  owght  elles  to  lyve  by,  but  onlye  the  harde  and 
casuall  gaynes  of  my  practise  in  phisike,  when  my  healthe,  & 
charge  besyde,  will  permitte  me  to  followe  yt,  wch  gaines  also 
for  certaine  yeres  have  bene  so  muche  the  lesse  becawse  I had 
no  howse,  or  knowen  place  of  staie,  wher  persons  in  their  nede 
of  my  service  might  hope  to  fynd  me,  &c.  And  duringe  that 
tyme,  as  also  at  this  presente,  I have  had  dependinge  uppon 
my  onlye  provision,  for  ther  hole  relief  and  mainteynaunce  thre 
yonge  children  of  myne  owne,  one  poore  orphane  of  my 
germaine  sisters,  besides  two  of  my  sisters  in  service  partelye 
mainteined  by  me,  till  they  obtayne  ther  due  legacies.  This 
(right  worshipp.)  is  my  state  and  charge  to  the  same  annexed, 
wherof  I desier  yow  to  have  charitable  consideration.  And  as 
for  pry  vie  wealthe,  I protest  before  your  Worshippes,  yf  God 
showld  presently  call  me  out  of  this  world,  yt  is  scarce  sufficient 
to  sustaine  those  helpelesse  creatures  that  I shall  leave  behynd 
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mee  one  hole  yere  ; All  this  aforsaid  notwithstandinge,  to  shewe 
my  dutifull  goodwill  to  my  prince  and  the  state  wherin  I have 
had  and  hope  to  have  such  favoure  for  my  conscience  in  respecte 
of  the  lawes  established,  I do  by  this  my  handwritinge  verie 
willinglye  and  gladlye  offer  to  paye  for  the  j shilling  by  the 
yere,  so  longe  as  God  shall  send  me  healthe  and  abilitie  to  get 
yt.  And  humblye  do  crave  of  yow  (good  worshipfull)  who 
eyther  do  alridye  knowe,  or  maye  easilie  by  credible  persons  be 
resolved,  of  the  truthe  in  all  thinges  wch  I have  said  to  further 
and  procure  the  acceptation  of  this  small  somme,  wch  I so 
willinglye  (to  the  uttermost  of  my  abilitie)  do  offer,  for  that 
great  benefite  of  hir  maiesties  tolleration  and  gratious  favour, 
Wherby  I maie  lyve  more  quiet  and  maintayne  my  poore 
familie.  So  shall  I stand  bownd  to  supplye  my  want  of  sub- 
staunce  with  dailye  praiers  and  abundaunce  of  loyall  good  will 
to  hir  m’tie  the  authour  of  this  benefite,  as  also  to  be  a detter  of 
humble  thankes  & service  to  your  worshippes.  Who  by  your 
favour  & equitie,  have  made  me  partaker  therof.  And  thus 
craving  pardon  for  my  tedious  boldnesse  wth  your  worsh.  to 
God  I most  hartilye  commend  yow,  wth  my  good  ladye  and 
all  yours.  From  Glason  in  Rutland,  wher  I have  remayned 
not  able  to  traveile,  by  occasion  of  extreme  payne  renewed 
uppon  an  old  hurte  in  my  back,  the  xij  of  this  Maye  [1586] 

Your  worsh  : allwayes 

* at  commaundement 

* E.  Roydon. 

To  the  right  Worshipfull  Sir  Edward  Mountague  knyght, 
at  Bowghton  or  elles  wher  geve  these. 

Tomazina  Roydon,  servant  of  Jane  Flower  of  Whitwell  in 
Rutland,  appears  with  her  mistress  on  the  recusant  roll  of 
1 592-3. 43 

* These  two  lines  seem  to  be  in  one  hand  and  differ  from  the  rest.  The  writer 
is  called  Edward  Roydon  in  the  covering  letter. 
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PART  III 


ROYDON  OF  BROMFIELD,  Co.  DENBIGH 


ARMS  OF  ROYDON  OF  ISYCOED 

i and  6,  Roydon.  2,  Eunydd  of  Trefalyn. 

3,  Rhys  ap  Marchan.  4,  Llewelyn  Eurdorchog. 
5,  Ithel  Felyn. 


HOLT  CHURCH,  DENBIGHSHIRE 


I 

THE  RODONS  OR  ROYDONS  OF  BROMFIELD 

The  lordship  of  Bromfield  and  Yale,  in  the  north-east  of 
Denbighshire,  belonged  to  the  Fitz- Alans  until  the  death  of 
Thomas  earl  of  Arundel  in  1415.  It  then  became  divisible 
between  his  three  sisters  and  their  representatives.  These  were 
(1)  Elizabeth  (d.  1425),  who  married  Thomas  Mowbray,  duke 
of  Norfolk,  and  whose  son  John  died  in  1432  ; (2)  Joan 
(d.  1435),  who  married  William  Beauchamp  and  had  a son 
Richard  Beauchamp,  created  earl  of  Worcester,  who  died  in 
1422  ; and  (3)  Margaret  (d.  1423), 1 who  married  Sir  Roland 
Lenthal  and  left  a son  and  heir  Edmund.2  This  Edmund  died 
without  issue  in  1446  in  his  father’s  lifetime,3  so  that  the  Lenthal 
interest  in  the  lordship  of  Bromfield  came  to  an  end,  and  the 
representatives  of  Elizabeth  and  Joan  had  equal  shares  in  it. 

The  Mowbray  moiety  descended  to  Anne,  the  infant 
daughter  and  heir  of  John  duke  of  Norfolk,  who  died  in  1475. 
The  king  designed  to  marry  her  to  his  younger  son  Richard 
duke  of  York,  one  of  the  young  princes  supposed  to  have  been 
murdered  in  the  Tower  in  1483.  In  anticipation  of  this 
marriage  Richard  was  created  duke  of  Norfolk  in  1477,  and 
the  lordship  of  Bromfield  and  Yale  appears  to  have  been 
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purchased  for  him.  There  is  some  record  of  the  purchase  of 
the  Norfolk  moiety  in  1476,  and  the  other  moiety  seems  to  have 
been  acquired  from  Lord  Abergavenny  a year  or  two  later.4 
With  the  death  of  the  young  prince  the  lordship  reverted  to  the 
crown,  and  in  1484  Richard  III.  gave  it  to  Sir  William  Stanley,5 
who  retained  it  until  his  forfeiture  and  execution  for  treason  in 
1495.  The  crown  then  resumed  possession. 

The  above-named  earl  of  Worcester,  who  was  also  lord  of 
Abergavenny,  left  a daughter  Elizabeth  of  tender  years,  who 
married  Edward  Nevill,  younger  son  of  Ralph  Nevill,  earl  of 
Westmorland.  Edward  was  later  recognised  as  Lord  Aber- 
gavenny in  his  wife’s  right.  By  his  marriage  he  also  acquired 
the  manor  of  Birling  near  Maidstone  in  Kent.6  Elizabeth  died 
in  1448  and  Edward  in  1476,  and  it  was  their  son  and  heir 
George  who  sold  his  Bromfield  lordship  to  the  crown. 

It  is  desirable  to  bear  the  descent  in  mind,  because  the  old 
pedigree  of  the  Roydons  of  Isycoed,  near  Flolt  in  Bromfield, 
begins  with  the  assertion  that  the  family  descended  from  one 
Richard  Roydon,  who  was  born  in  Kent  and  came  to  Brom- 
field with  the  commissioners  of  the  lord  Abergavenny  in  the 
time  of  Henry  VI.,  and  who  by  his  wife  Isabel  had  three  sons — 
Hugh,  William  and  Thomas.  The  pedigree  referred  to,  which 
may  be  taken  to  represent  the  family  tradition,  is  extant  in 
three  versions,  none  of  them  apparently  older  than  Elizabeth’s 
time,  that  is  to  say,  a century  and  a half  later  than  the  first 
events  recorded  in  it.  The  earliest  form  is  the  Welsh  pedigree 
contained  in  the  Llyfr  Silin,  a manuscript  once  in  the  Wynn- 
stay  library  but  now  destroyed  ; the  book  has  (in  part  at  least) 
been  printed  in  Archceologia  Cambrensis  from  a copy,  and  the 
Roydon  section  will  be  found  in  the  volume  for  1889,  p.  243. 
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From  internal  evidence  it  would  appear  to  have  been  put 
together  first  of  all  in  1588  and  then  revised  and  continued  in 
1658.  How  much  is  due  to  revision  cannot  be  determined. 
The  second  form  is  Vincent’s  pedigree  in  the  College  of  Arms 
(Vincent  135,  f.  133)  which  dates  itself  as  of  the  year  1617  ; 
though  later  in  time  it  is  simpler  than  that  in  the  Llyfr  Silin 
and  may  represent  the  original  better.  The  third  form  is  that 
in  Harl.  MS.  1971  (f.  65V),  which  shows  additions  made  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Holme  family,  apparently  not  always 
correctly  ; this  has  been  printed,  but  with  certain  modifications, 
in  J.  Y.  W.  Lloyd’s  Powys  Fadog  (iii.  111). 

Unfortunately  this  family  tradition  cannot  be  verified 
completely,  but  it  may  be  observed  in  its  favour  that  there  is 
nothing  vainglorious  about  it,  and  that  it  accords  with  various 
facts  otherwise  known.  Thus  it  has  been  shown  in  a former 
section  that  there  were  Roydons  in  Kent  early  in  the  fifteenth 
century,  and  that  they  lived  in  places  not  far  from  Birling,  the 
Nevill  manor.  Nevill  could  not  have  come  into  possession  of 
the  lordship  of  Bromfield  until  the  heiress,  his  wife’s  grand- 
mother, died  in  1435  ; and  though  nothing  is  known  (apart 
from  the  pedigree)  of  his  having  sent  any  “ commissioners,”  it 
would  obviously  be  desirable  that  on  succeeding  he  should  have 
a survey  made  and  for  that  purpose  send  trustworthy  agents 
from  the  Kentish  estate,  where  he  had  probably  been  living 
from  the  time  of  his  marriage.  Negatively,  no  Roydons  are 
found  in  the  surviving  records  of  Bromfield  earlier  than  this 
time ; positively,  they  do  appear  immediately  afterwards. 
Similarly,  though  no  direct  proof  has  been  found  for  the  state- 
ment that  Hugh,  William  and  Thomas  Roydon  were  the  sons 
of  Richard  and  Isabel,  those  names  occur  in  the  records  at  the 
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time  when  they  might  be  expected,  supposing  they  were  sons. 
Thus  the  old  pedigree  may  be  treated  with  respect,  and  its 
statements  placed  on  record,  in  default  of  contemporary  evid- 
ence. The  family  name  was  usually  spelt  Rodon,  Roden  or 
Rodyn  until  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth  the  form  of  Roydon  or 
Royden  prevailed. 

Richard  Rodon,  the  earliest  bearer  of  the  name  discovered 
in  the  district,  was  plaintiff  in  the  Wrexham  court  in  1437, 
claiming  a debt  from  one  Jollyn  ap  Madoc.7  Before  1447  he 
had  at  some  time  been  bailiff  of  Holt.8  More  important  as 
evidence  of  his  position  is  the  fact  that  he  was  “ appruator,”  or 
valuer  for  the  lord.  In  a Bromfield  rental  compiled  in  38 
Henry  VI.  (1459-60)  9 it  is  recorded  under  the  heading  of  New 
Rents  (f.  21  d)  that  Llewelyn  Goz  ap  Hoell  had  once  held  (in 
Isycoed)  half  an  acre  of  land  now  built  upon,  at  a rent  of 
3s.  4d.  Afterwards  it  escheated  to  the  lord,  and  Richard 
Rodon,  lately  “ appruator  ” of  the  lordship,  sold  the  timber 
for  Then  it  remained  in  the  lord’s  hands  a long  time, 

until  one  Madoc  ap  Jorwerth  took  it  at  only  4d.  rent,  until  it 
could  be  let  to  better  advantage.  In  1447  Isabel  Rodon, 
possibly  Richard’s  widow,  and  Alexander  Luyteley  were 
farming  the  pasture  of  “ le  Haye  ” by  the  Dee  at  a rent  of 
2s.  4d.10 

As  already  stated,  the  pedigree  gives  Hugh,  William  and 
Thomas  as  sons,  in  this  order  ; and  though  it  is  not  certain  that 
this  is  the  order  of  seniority,  for  it  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that 
Hugh’s  descendants  became  the  leading  branch  of  the  family, 
it  will  be  convenient  to  adhere  to  it,  and  also  to  denote  the 
several  lines  as  those  of  Isycoed,  Burton  and  Holt  respectively. 
It  will  be  found  that  each  of  them  had  lands  in  more  than  one 
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part  of  the  lordship,  and  that  Isycoed  did  not  immediately 
become  the  seat  of  Hugh  and  his  offspring.  Isycoed  lies  two 
miles  and  a half  south  of  Holt ; Burton  is  some  distance  to 
the  north-west. 

In  addition  to  these  three  the  rental  of  1459-60  records 
Margaret  Roden  (f.  5)  as  a minor  tenant  at  Holt,  paying  3s. 
rent  ; and  John  Rodon  (f.  96^)  as  holding  land  in  Merford  and 
Hoseley  at  a rent  of  5s.  (?  reduced  to  3s.  4d.).  He  is  probably 
the  John  who  in  1449  was  described  as  lately  the  farmer  of 
Merseley  Park  11  and  about  1446  became  a tenant  in  Holt.12 
He  seems  to  have  been  still  there  in  1472, 13  but  the  Ministers’ 
Accounts  from  which  this  and  other  details  are  derived  are 
unsatisfactory  in  that  they  record  the  original  lessee’s  name 
year  after  year  unchanged,  whoever  may  have  been  the  actual 
tenant  at  the  date  of  the  account  cited.  The  usual  term  of  a 
lease  in  the  lordship  was  forty  years,  but  there  were  numerous 
exceptions.  In  1486—7  land  “ late  of  John  Rodon  and  now  of 
William  Wodehale  ” is  mentioned  ; 14  presumably  the  lease  of 
1446  had  run  out,  and  John  being  dead  a new  tenant  had  taken 
the  land. 


NOTES 

1 Inq.  p.m.  i Hen.  VI.,  n.  35  (file  5).  Her  son  is  not  named  in  the  inquisitions. 

2 In  1439  the  coheirs  were  John  duke  of  Norfolk,  Elizabeth  wife  of  Edward 
Nevill,  lord  of  Abergavenny,  and  Edmund  Lenthale  ; Ministers’  Accts.  (P.R.O.), 

1234/13- 

3 Inq.  p.m.  27  Henry  VI.,  n.  42  (file  136).  His  heir  was  John  Lenthale,  son 
of  Walter,  brother  of  Roger,  father  of  Roland  father  of  Edmund.  It  thus  appears  that 
Edmund  was  his  mother’s  only  child.  This  cuts  out  two  royal  descents  in  the  pedigree 
of  Lenthal  as  given  in  Burke’s  Royal  Families,  i.  122.  The  father  died  in  1450 
leaving  as  heir  a son  Roland  by  a second  wife  ; Inq.  p.m.  29  Hen.  VI.,  n.  27  (file  143). 
The  father,  in  right  of  his  first  wife,  retained  a share  of  the  lordship  till  his  death. 
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A feoffment  made  by  Edmund  Lenthal  in  1444  is  recorded  in  Cal.  Patent  Rolls 
1441-46,  p.  35°- 

4 See  Close  Roll  328  (16  Edw.  IV.),  ni.  lod ; De  Banco  Roll  860,  m.  61 1,  and 
867,  m.  333. 

6  Cal.  Patent  Rolls  1476-85,  p.  516.  The  grant  to  Stanley  proves  that  both 
moieties  had  been  acquired  by  the  crown. 

6 Hasted,  Kent,  ii.  196. 

7 Court  Rolls  (P.R.O.),  226/30. 

8 Ministers’  Accts.  (P.R.O.),  1303/9. 

9 Not  23  Henry  VII.  as  in  the  catalogue  and  as  accepted  by  Mr.  Palmer  in  his 
account  of  Holt.  The  old  cover  bears  the  date  Anno  xxxviij.,  and  internal  evidence 
shows  this  to  mean  38  Henry  VI.  An  ancient  hand  has  written  23  H.  7 on  the  cover, 
and  this  date  is  also  written  on  a blank  leaf  inside.  The  original  rental  has  been 
amended  by  interlineations  etc.,  from  time  to  time.  Probably  the  final  revision  was 
about  23  Henry  VII.  The  Record  Office  reference  is  Land  Revenue  Miscellaneous 
Books,  251. 

10  Ministers’  Accts.  1303/9. 

11  Ministers’  Accts.  1234/14. 

12  Ministers’  Accts.  1235/20.  The  date  of  the  account  is  1479,  and  the  demise 
referred  to  is  stated  to  have  been  made  33  years  previously. 

13  Ministers’  Accts.  1235/2. 

14  Ministers’  Accts.  1865. 
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i.  According  to  the  rental  of  1459-60  (f.  8od ) Hugh  Rodon 
and  Katherine  his  wife  then  held  land  in  Allington,  in  con- 
junction with  two  others,  for  a corn  rent.  The  land  had  formerly 
belonged  to  Jevan  ap  Hoell  Ddu,  who,  if  the  old  pedigree  be 
correct,  was  an  ancestor  of  Katherine.  Another  entry  (f.  121^) 
shows  that  he,  like  Richard,  acted  as  “ appruator  ” : 

Be  it  remembered  that  Griffith  ap  David  ap  Jevan  ap 
Madoc  of  Burton  and  Alyngton  offered  himself  to  Hugh 
Rodon  and  John  Luter,  “ appruators  ” of  the  lords,  as 
holding  certain  lands  by  copy  as  he  affirmed  verbally  before 
the  steward  in  court.  The  said  appruators  endeavoured  to 
set  the  land  at  its  value  for  the  lords’  profit  by  proclama- 
tion in  court  before  the  steward  ; and  because  Griffith  said 
that  he  held  it  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country 
by  copy  [of  court  roll],  the  “ appruators  ” appointed  the 
next  court  day  for  him  to  produce  his  copy,  at  his  peril. 
At  this  court  Griffith  was  called  upon,  on  behalf  of  the  lords, 
to  show  his  copy,  but  he  made  no  appearance  nor  did  any 
one  come  in  his  stead.  Thereupon  the  appruators,  accord- 
ing the  custom  of  the  country,  prohibited  under  a penalty 
of  ,£10  that  either  Griffith  or  any  one  in  his  name  should 
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interfere  in  the  occupation  of  the  land  in  any  way.  In  spite 
of  this  Griffith  occupied  the  land,  and  so  has  incurred  the 
/To  penalty. 

In  Aimer  and  Hopedale  Hugh  in  1453  obtained  land  from 
Richard  son  of  Thomas  Rodon  ; 1 and  in  1474  he  had  a plot 
in  Burton  from  the  lords,  at  8d.  rent.2  At  the  lordship  court 
of  24  February  34  Henry  VI.  (1455-6)  he  surrendered  a piece 
of  meadow  in  Allington  called  Rhoddley  to  the  use  of  John  ap 
David  Luyter  for  40  years  ; and  the  same  Hugh  and  John 
took  to  farm  a pasture  called  Wern  dduy  in  Almour  in 
Allington.3  In  1467  Hugh  Rodon  and  Katherine  his  wife 
had  a suit  in  the  court  against  Jevan  Lloit.4  Hugh  Rodon 
and  Hoell  ap  David  were  in  1477  charged  with  46s.  8d., 
possibly  arrears,  in  Burton  ; and  the  same  Hugh  and  John 
Jeven,  ringilders  in  Isycoed,  were  in  1479  liable  for  nos.  lid. 
arrears.5  Hugh  was  bailiff  of  Holt  in  1486-7. 6 When  he  died 
is  uncertain  ; his  name  occurs  in  the  Ministers’  Accounts  of 
1 505-6, 7 but,  as  was  remarked  above,  that  does  not  prove  that 
he  was  then  living. 

Hugh’s  wife  Katherine  was,  according  to  the  old  pedigree, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Griffith  ap  Madoc  ap  Jevan  Llwyd  ap 
Howell  Ddu  of  Allington,  descended  from  Ednyfed  of  Dyfifryn 
Clwyd.  They  had  three  sons,  John,  William  and  Hugh  ; 
also,  according  to  John’s  will,  a daughter  Katherine.  The 
story  of  John  and  his  line  is  given  below.  William  became 
rector  of  Gresford  as  early  as  1476  8 and  is  named  as  rector  in 
the  corrections  to  the  rental  of  1459—60  (fif.  6 *]d,  6gd).  He  was 
party  in  1498—9  to  a recovery  of  manors  of  Richard  Cholmon- 
deley.9  A full  translation  of  his  will  10  is  given  at  the  end  of 
this  section.  It  was  dated  24  June  1506  and  proved  6 Nov. 
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1510.  He  desired  to  be  buried  in  Gresford  church  and  left 
^10  for  a stained  glass  window  showing  the  history  of  St. 
Anthony.  This  window,  or  a part,  can  still  be  seen  there. 
He  showed  a special  interest  in  the  children  of  Ralph  Byrne, 
but  no  relationship  is  recorded. 

Hugh  Rodon  was  perhaps  the  king’s  attorney  named  in 
1495. 11  He  is  styled  “ prelat  ” in  the  Welsh  pedigree,  which 
has  been  taken  to  mean  “ clerk  ” or  “ priest.”  Nothing  more 
is  known  of  his  career. 

Katherine  was  an  executrix  of  her  brother’s  will  and  was 
still  living  in  1538. 12  She  is  stated  to  have  married  Griffith  ap 
Madoc  ap  John  Decka. 

Two  other  Rodons  may  be  mentioned  here,  though  their 
parentage  is  unknown.  Roger  Rodon  occurs  in  1479  in 
Esclusham  ; 13  and  Angharad  Rodon  had  a mortgage  on  land 
in  Isycoed.14 

2.  John  Rodon,  son  of  Hugh,15  had  a more  prominent 
career  than  his  father.  As  early  as  1482  Edward  IV.,  into 
whose  power,  as  shown  above,  the  lordship  of  Bromfield  and 
Yale  had  recently  come,  made  him  master  forester  here  and 
porter  of  Holt  castle,  also  custodian  of  Broken  Wharf  in  London, 
he  being  already  in  the  service  of  the  king’s  son  Richard,  duke 
of  York  and  Norfolk.16  The  grants  would  cease  when  the 
prince  died,  but  John  Rodon  found  favour  with  the  Tudor 
king,  and  within  a month  of  the  battle  of  Bosworth,  viz.  on 
19  Sept.  1485,  Henry  VII.  granted  him  for  life  the  office  of 
being  one  of  the  king’s  serjeants-at-arms,  with  wages  of  i2d. 
a day  and  livery.17  In  1491  he  was  made  keeper  of  Windsor 
Great  Park,18  and  probably  resided  there.19  The  escheatorship 
of  Flintshire  was  given  him  in  1496, 20  and  Henry  VIII. 
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continued  him  in  the  office.21  His  close  connection  with  the 
court  is  shown  by  the  ending  of  his  will,22  whereby  he  made 
“ my  lord  Lile  ” overseer  of  the  other  overseers  of  the 
executors,  saying  “ for  I trust  he  be  so  good  lord  to  me  to  take 
it  upon  him  ; for  I have  loved  his  blood,  his  name  and  kin  of 
all  living  men  under  the  king  ; and  that  my  lord  knoweth  well.” 
The  lord  spoken  of  was  no  doubt  the  famous  Charles  Brandon, 
afterwards  duke  of  Suffolk,  who  married  Mary  the  sister  of 
Henry  VIII.  He  held  the  title  of  Viscount  Lisle  from  1513  to 
1523,  and  although  his  promotion  took  place  two  months 
after  the  date  of  Rodon’s  will,  the  testator  would  have  time 
to  alter  the  wording,  or  possibly  to  add  the  clause,  before  his 
death. 

John  Rodon’s  career  was  a prosperous  one  and  he  acquired 
a substantial  estate  in  Holt  and  the  neighbourhood.  The 
rental  of  1459-60  contains  numerous  references  to  him  in  the 
interlineations  and  marginal  additions,  and  he  is  distinguished 
from  a contemporary  namesake  by  the  addition  of  “ serjeant.” 
The  Ministers’  Accounts  and  other  records  also  have  references 
to  him.23  One  of  these  has  a bearing  on  the  pedigree,  for  it 
states  that  lands  in  Burton  which  came  to  the  king  by  escheat 
after  the  death  of  Kenwric  ap  Jevan  Gam  were  in  October  1510 
delivered  to  John  Roydon  [so  spelt],  serjeant-at-arms  to  the 
king,  as  being  the  right  heir  of  the  said  Kenwrick.24  As 
serjeant-at-arms  he  attended  the  funeral  of  Henry  VII.25  and 
the  coronation  of  Henry  VIII.,26  and  obtained  general  pardons 
from  Henry  VII.  in  1506  and  Henry  VIII.  in  1510,  in  the 
latter  of  which  he  is  described  as  John  Rodon  alias  Roodon 
alias  Rowdon  alias  Roydon  of  Windsor,  gentleman,  serjeant- 
at-arms,  and  Keeper  of  Windsor  Great  Park,  and  son  of  Hugh 
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Rooden  of  Holt  in  Denbighshire.27  It  is  not  surprising  that 
he  is  called  dominus  in  rector  William’s  will.  He  probably  died 
about  the  end  of  October  1513,  for  his  successor  was  appointed 
on  4 November.28 

According  to  the  old  pedigree  he  married  Gwenhwyfar, 
daughter  of  Richard  ap  David  ap  Tegin,  and  they  had  issue 
John  born  before  marriage  and  daughters  born  afterwards. 
The  will,  of  which  an  abstract  is  added  to  this  chapter,  shows 
that  his  widow  was  Rose  and  that  he  had  at  least  three  daughters 
by  her.  Rose  may  have  been  a second  wife,  or  the  name  may 
have  been  used  instead  of  the  Welsh  one.  She  seems  to  have 
been  a young  woman,  for  she  refused  to  bind  herself  to  perpetual 
widowhood,  a vow  which  her  husband  demanded  if  she  were  to 
be  one  of  the  executors  and  have  charge  of  the  children.  The 
statement  that  John  was  born  before  marriage  is  another 
difficulty,  for  in  that  case  he  would  not  have  been  his  father’s 
heir,  and  would  not  have  been  accepted  as  a husband  for 
Maud  Puleston  without  elaborate  provisions  for  his  endow- 
ment, of  which  there  is  no  trace.  On  the  contrary  as 
“ John  son  of  John  Rodon  ” he  appears  to  have  succeeded 
his  father  as  a matter  of  course.  His  career  is  described 
below. 

The  other  children  were  : 

Lancelot,  who  as  son  of  dominus  John  Rodon  is  named  in 
the  rector  of  Gresford’s  will.  He  does  not  occur  again. 

Elizabeth,  Sibyl  and  Katherine,  the  daughters  named  in 
their  father’s  will  ; of  whom  Sibyl  married  William  Woodhall 
of  Holt  and  Katherine  married  David  Sutton.  Elizabeth  is 
not  mentioned  in  the  old  pedigrees. 

Jane  wife  of  Hugh  Eyton  and  Margaret  wife  of  Gilbert 
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Molyneux  are  also  named  as  daughters  in  the  pedigrees. 
Instead  of  Margaret  (Vincent),  Holme  reads  Gwen,  and  gives 
the  husband’s  name  as  Malevery.  This  statement  is  confirmed 
by  Foster’s  Yorkshire  Visitations  (Maleverer).  A Henry 
Molyneux  alias  Lyvyour  had  land  at  Gwernfynnon  in  Yale  in 
1562,  according  to  the  survey  made  in  that  year. 

In  the  Harleian  MS.  473,  which  Sir  Symonds  D’Ewes 
believed  to  have  been  written  by  the  antiquary  Sampson 
Erdeswicke,  there  is  a rude  drawing  (f.  23)  of  a coat  of  arms 
seen  at  Gresford  church  in  1574.  It  bears  three  bucks’  heads 
in  bend,  with  the  sun  in  splendour  in  the  dexter  chief  point, 
and  is  entitled  : 

John  Rodon  esquier  sergiant  at  armes. 

The  feld  azure,  the  sonn  gold,  and  three  roo  buckes  heds 


3.  John  Rodon,  son  of  John,  was  under  age  at  his  father’s 
death.  According  to  depositions  taken  in  a local  suit  in  1551 
“ John  Rodon  of  Isycoed,  esq.,”  gave  his  age  as  53, 29  so  that 
he  was  probably  born  in  1497  or  1498.  He  does  not  seem  to 
have  tried  to  follow  his  father’s  career  at  court,  but  he  is 
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styled  “Captain”  in  the  London  Visitation  of  1633— 35. 30  In 
1520  and  1521  burgages  in  Holt  formerly  held  by  John  Roydon 
were  occupied  by  George  Warner  (or  Waryner)  and  John 
Roydon  son  of  the  said  John  ; 31  and  in  1530  he  had  a grant 
of  land  in  the  waste  of  Gresford.32  As  “ John  Rodon  the 
younger  ” he  is  named  as  reeve  of  Hewlington  by  Holt  in 
1 545. 33  “ John  Rodon  the  elder  ” at  that  time  was  the  son  of 

Richard  Rodon  of  Holt ; the  John  Rodon  of  Burton  who 
attested  the  will  of  rector  William  and  was  executor  of  that  of 
the  serjeant-at-arms  belonged  to  the  previous  generation. 

The  estates  of  John  Roydon,  for  so  the  name  was  then 
usually  spelt,  are  fully  described  in  the  surveys  made  at  the 
end  of  Henry  VIII.’s  reign  (Tidderley’s  Survey34)  and  at  the 
beginning  of  Elizabeth’s  (1562).35  He  held  burgages  and 
lands  in  Holt,  Wrexham,  Hewlington,  Isycoed,  Burton,  and 
Cobham.  In  1562  he  had  land  in  Ruabon  “ as  of  the  right  of 
Robert  Griffith  ap  Jenkin,  purparty  of  lands  in  Iscoide  late  of 
Griffith  ap  Jenkin.”  He  was  assessed  in  1557—9  at  £9  on  lands 
in  Isycoed  as  John  Rodon,  esq.,36  and  as  John  Roden  (or 
Royden)  the  younger  he  was  in  Sept.  1564  one  of  the 
executors  of  Richard  Jones  of  Isycoed,  gent.37  He  was  dead 
in  February  1567-8,  when  his  widow  Maud  was  a plaintiff.38 

His  wife  was  Maud,  daughter  of  Sir  Roger  Puleston  of 
Emral  and  sister  to  Edward  Puleston,  to  whom  he  had  been 
married  in  youth  (before  15)  as  appears  by  his  father’s  will. 
From  the  reference  given  above  it  appears  that  she  survived 
him,  but  no  more  is  known  of  her.  She  bore  him  three  sons — 
Roger,  John  and  Thomas  ; and  six  daughters — -Jane,  Sibyl, 
Dorothy,  Alice,  Joan  and  Elizabeth. 

Roger,  the  eldest  son,  was  in  1549  engaged  to  marry 
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Margaret  daughter  of  Sir  John  Puleston  of  Wrexham.  The 
marriage  took  place  soon  afterwards,  but  Roger  died  without 
issue  before  1558,  when  his  father  was  suing  Sir  John’s  bonds- 
men for  500  marks,  alleging  that  the  marriage  covenants  had 
not  been  fulfilled.  The  bondsmen  denied  this,  and  alleged  that 
Sir  John  had  offered  ^40  in  discharge  of  all  further  obligations, 
but  Rodon  had  refused  it.  John  and  Thomas  Rodon,  the 
brothers  of  Roger,  are  named  in  the  pleading  ; also  Maud  the 
mother.39 

For  John  the  son,  see  below.  Thomas  is  said  to  have  died 
without  issue. 

According  to  the  pedigrees  Jane  married  (1)  Richard  Jones 
of  Dirtwich  in  Maelor  Saesneg  and  (2)  John  Davies  of  Oswestry. 
The  latter  marriage  is  recorded  in  the  London  Visitation  of 
Ib33-35>  above  referred  to,  where  Jane  is  stated  to  have  died 
29  June  1592,  and  the  husband  is  described  as  “ of  Middleton, 
co.  Salop,  esq.” 

Sibyl  married  John  Langford  of  Allington. 

Dorothy  married  (1)  Roger  Edow  and  (2)  Bartholomew 
Fitton  of  Carden. 

Alice  married  John  Meredith  of  Allington.  The  late  Mr. 
Palmer  wrote  : “ At  Trevalyn  farm  there  lived  the  (Allington) 
Merediths.  The  following  letters  and  figures  are  above  the 
mantel-piece  in  three  panels  : 


A.D.  1588 

I.M.  A.M. 

I.N.R.I. 

The  initials  in  the  centre  are  those  of  John  and  Alice  Meredith. 
Joan  married  John  ap  William  ap  Madoc  Goch.40 
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Elizabeth  married  John  Davies  of  Erlisham,  as  recorded  in 
the  London  Visitation  referred  to,  which  adds  that  their  second 
son  Richard  Davies  was  a London  merchant  in  1634.41  Holme 
adds  that  she  also  married  Thomas  Trence  of  Holt  in  36  Henry 
VI IE  ; if  so,  this  must  have  been  a first  marriage.  In  Powys 
Fadog  is  recorded  the  marriage  of  Elizabeth  daughter  of  this 
John  Roydon  to  Edward  Brereton  of  Borras  (his  first  wife), 
but  from  the  dates  given  the  marriage  must  refer  to  a much 
earlier  Elizabeth,  possibly  the  Elizabeth  daughter  of  John 
the  serjeant-at-arms  or  of  John  son  of  William  the  Red 
Receiver.42 

It  should  be  added  that  Holme  erroneously  gave  John 
Roydon  a second  wife — a daughter  of  Richard  Hanmer  of 
Bettisfield  ; in  this  he  is  followed  by  Pozvys  Fadog , where  the 
order  of  the  marriages  is  reversed. 

4.  John  Roydon,  son  of  John,  was  aged  73  in  1606, 43  and 
was  therefore  born  about  1533.  In  1568  he  was  called  to 
warrant  Ellis  Trevor  and  Margaret  his  wife  in  the  possession 
of  certain  lands  from  which  his  father’s  widow  was  claiming 
dower  ; and  he  did  so.44  As  John  Rodon  of  Isycoed,  gent., 
he,  in  1571,  acknowledged  a debt  under  his  bond  dated  at 
Wrexham,  4 July  1569.45  In  performance  of  a covenant  made 
in  London  on  17  May  1575  between  himself  on  one  side  and 
Richard  Smythe,  John  Puleston  and  Anne  his  wife  etc.  on  the 
other  he  in  September  surrendered  to  the  queen  certain 
messuages  in  Wrexham  which  had  been  granted  to  his  late 
father  John  Rodon.46  He  joined  in  the  sale  of  a messuage  in 
Allington  in  1578, 47  and  ten  years  later  acquired  four  messuages 
etc.  in  Sutton  from  Henry  Tyffyn  and  Maud  his  wife,  Thomas 
Kirbie  and  Alice  his  wife.48  In  respect  of  this  purchase  he 
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ap  John  Philipp.49  In  1592  he  was  one  of  the  bondsmen  for 
John  Salisbury  and  in  the  following  year  was  sued  on  the 
bond.50  A few  years  later  (1596-7)  he  complained  that  Hugh 
Jones  and  another  were  interfering  with  his  possession  of  certain 
lands  in  Wrexham  granted  by  the  queen  in  December  1564  to 
his  father  John  Rodon  51 — perhaps  the  same  which  he  himself 
had  surrendered  in  1575.  The  Survey  of  1564  has  a marginal 
note  that  John  Rodon  and  Roger  his  son  in  November  1595 
assigned  a tenement  in  Holt  to  John  Hare  ; it  had  belonged  to 
John  Rodon  the  father  (f.  11).  In  1597  Thomas  Yardley 
brought  an  action  against  John  Roydon  in  respect  of  the 
Fourteen  Acres  in  Hewlington.52  He  was  living  in  1606  as 
stated  above.  He  died  intestate  before  1613,  in  which  year 
(27  July)  administration  of  his  goods  was  granted  to  his  daughter 
Rose  as  recorded  below. 

He  married,  according  to  the  pedigrees,  Anne  daughter  of 
Richard  Chambres  of  Sussex.  John  Roydon  gent,  and  Anne 
his  wife  occur  in  1580. 53  By  her  he  had  three  sons  and  four 
daughters  : Roger  (of  whom  below),  Thomas,  John,  Joan,  Rose, 
Elizabeth  and  Dorothy. 

Thomas  entered  Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  in  1589  as  son 
of  an  esquire  ; he  was  18  years  of  age.54  He  did  not  proceed  to 
a degree.  He  may  be  the  Thomas  Roydon  gent,  who  in 
1 597  was  plaintiff  concerning  lands  in  Sutton  recently  demised 
to  him  by  John  Roydon  esq.55 

John  was  killed  at  Holt  on  6 March  1592—3  by  George 
Bostock.  There  had  probably  been  some  quarrel  ; what 
Roydon  did  is  not  stated,  but  Bostock  pierced  his  thigh  with  a 
rapier  and  he  died  the  same  day.  A brother  Roger  Roydon 
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prosecuted.36  A pardon  was  granted  in  the  following  year, 
but  no  reason  for  the  royal  clemency  is  assigned.57 

Joan  married  Edward  Crew  of  Holt. 

Rose  married  William  Nevell  of  London.  On  27  July  1613 
as  Rose  Nevel  alias  Roydon,  widow  of  William  Nevell  of  St. 
James’s  by  Garlick  Hithe,  she  took  out  letters  of  administration 
of  her  late  husband’s  goods.58  On  the  same  day  she  also  took 
out  letters  of  administration  to  her  father’s  estate,  as  Rose 
Nevill  alias  Roydon,  daughter  of  John  Roydon.59  From  the 
will  of  Richard  Bankworth  (cited  below)  it  appears  that  Rose 
married  a second  husband,  — Wood. 

Elizabeth  was  married  on  23  April  1595  at  St.  Stephen’s, 
Coleman  Street,  to  Richard  Banckworth  of  London.60  He 
was  a stationer.  On  11  April  1614  letters  of  administration  of 
his  estate  were  granted  to  her  as  his  widow,  living  in  St.  Faith’s 
parish.61  Richard  Banckworthe,  son  of  Mr.  Richard  Bank- 
worth  deceased,  aged  seventeen  years  and  a quarter,  made 
his  will  31  March  1621  (proved  13  Dec.),  appointing  as 
executors  and  residuary  legatees  his  loving  father-in-law 
Edward  Blount  and  his  loving  mother  Elizabeth  Blount. 
Elizabeth  therefore  had  married  again.  The  will  left  ^250 
each  to  his  brothers  Robert  and  John  Banckworth,  and  other 
legacies  to  the  four  children  of  his  uncle  Robert  Banckworth 
deceased  ; and  “ unto  my  cosin  Roger  Royden  fortie  shillinges 
to  make  him  a seale  ryng,  with  the  letters  R and  B engraven 
in  the  inner  side,  to  kepe  in  remembrance  of  my  love  to  hym, 
and  a mourning  cloake  and  suite.”  His  residuary  estate 
included  his  share  of  a debt  of  ,£1000  in  Wales  due  from  his 
uncle  Roger  Royden,  when  it  should  be  recovered.  The  will 
also  mentions  Richard’s  aunt  Wood  and  her  children  by  Mr. 
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Nevill.62  Edward  Blount,  Elizabeth’s  second  husband,  was 
a leading  “ stationer  ” in  London,  and  published  in  conjunction 
with  Isaac  Jaggard  in  1623  the  famous  “ First  Folio  ” of 
Shakespeare.  There  is  a notice  of  him  in  the  Dictionary  of 
National  Biography.  He  died  about  1632,  and  Elizabeth 
survived  him. 

Dorothy  married  Thomas  Foster  the  elder  of  Allington, 
described  as  son  of  Hugh  Foster  of  Hambledon  in  Hampshire 
and  60  years  of  age  in  1631. 63  His  will  was  proved  at  Chester 
in  1636. 

John  Roydon  the  father  married  as  his  second  wife  Anne 
the  widow  and  executrix  of  Edward  Hughes  of  Holt  Castle, 
who  died  in  October  1592,  when  she  was  sixty-six  years  of 
age.64 

According  to  Holme  he  had  another  (intermediate)  wife, 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Morgan  Broughton,  by  whom  he  had 
four  daughters — the  above-named  Dorothy,  Margaret,  Alice 
and  Ann.  This,  however,  is  a confusion  of  John  of  Isycoed 
with  Roger  of  Burton. 

5.  Roger  Roydon,  son  of  John,  was  said  to  be  40  years  old 
in  1 606, 65  and  was  therefore  born  about  1566.  He  has  been 
mentioned  above  in  regard  to  the  death  of  his  brother  John  and 
a demise  by  his  father.  He  attested  local  charters  in  1593  and 
1598  66  and  his  signature  may  be  seen  in  the  record  of  a fine  in 
August  1596  respecting  the  manor  of  Buglawton.67  In  the 
Holme  pedigrees  he  is  styled  “ Captain.”  In  1601  he  gave  a 
lease  of  coal  mines  near  Pentrebychan,  Esclusham  Above.68 
As  “ Roger  Royden,  esq.,”  he  is  named  in  a subsidy  roll  of 
1606  or  a little  later  ; 69  from  the  “ esq.”  it  might  be  inferred 
that  his  father,  living  in  1606,  had  died.  With  the  same  style 
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Roger  was  assessed  to  the  subsidy  of  1620  for  his  lands  in 
Holt.70  He  probably  supplied  the  information  for  Vincent’s 
pedigree  in  1617,  which  records  seven  of  his  children.  He 
appears  to  have  been  a good  deal  in  debt,  and  having  borrowed 
£40  from  John  Ames,  under  a bond  of  double  the  sum  as  usual, 
and  being  disappointed  of  moneys  and  failing  to  pay,  his 
creditor  at  once  in  1620  brought  an  action  to  recover  the  ^80. 71 
He  also  (1618)  borrowed  ^80  from  Margaret  ap  John  on  a 
mortgage  of  some  of  his  land.72  The  debt  of  ^1000  to  the 
Bankworths  has  been  mentioned  above  ; and  in  1624  Edward 
Blount  and  others  appear  to  have  been  suing  him  for  pay- 
ment.73 He  died  at  Sutton  (Isycoed)  on  1 December  1629, 
and  was  buried  at  Holt.74  An  inquisition  was  taken  in  1635, 
when  it  was  found  that  he  had  demised  his  capital  messuage 
in  Sutton  to  Robert  lord  Cholmondeley  for  life  ; this  was  held 
of  the  king  as  of  his  manor  of  Bromfield  and  Yale  by  a rent  of 
30s.  Another  capital  messuage  and  lands  in  Sutton  and  in 
Holt  were  held  of  the  king  by  various  rents  in  socage  ; one 
small  parcel  was  held  by  knight’s  service.  His  heir  was  his 
son  John  Royden,  aged  35  years  at  his  father’s  death.75 

Roger  married  Jane  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Powell  of 
Horsley  and  Birkenhead,  and  by  her  had  the  above-named 
John  (for  whom  see  below) ; Thomas  of  Bedwall,  Samuel  (or 
Emmanuel),76  Paulin,  Roger  of  Bristol,  James,  William,  Anne, 
Dorothy  and  Elizabeth.  The  marriage  covenants  between  the 
parents,  dated  1592,  are  enrolled  on  the  Denbighshire  Plea 
Roll  90,  m.  21. 

The  son  Thomas,  described  as  of  Bedwall,  Pickhill,  etc., 
comes  into  view  in  a somewhat  romantic  fashion.  Katherine 
daughter  of  Robert  Wynne  the  elder — Robert  Wynne  the 
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younger  was  his  brother — was  early  left  an  orphan,  and  being 
badly  treated  by  her  guardians,  according  to  Thomas’s  father, 
Thomas  appears  to  have  sympathised  with  her  and  they  married, 
both  being  still  under  age,77  under  a licence  dated  28  Feb. 
1616-7. 78  This  led  to  disputes  between  her  kin  and  the 
Roydons,  and  in  1618  Thomas  Roydon  of  Isycoed,  gent.,  and 
Katherine  his  wife,  sued  Robert  Wynne  the  younger,  Edward 
Yawdrie,  esq.,  and  John  Puleston  for  her  lands  in  Pickhill  and 
Sesswick.  These  had  belonged  to  one  Edward  ap  Eignus 
about  1560  and  descended  to  his  only  daughter  and  heir 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Roger  Wynne  ap  John  ap  Richard, 
which  Roger  had  lands  of  his  own  in  Cobham  Iscoed  and 
Bedwall.  In  1562  the  tenants  of  the  lordship  made  an  agree- 
ment with  queen  Elizabeth,  then  seised  of  the  lordship,  for  a 
tenure  by  lease  renewable  every  40  years,  at  a fixed  fine. 
Roger  Wynne  took  such  a lease  in  1573  for  his  own  and  his 
wife’s  lands.  They  had  issue  the  two  Roberts,  and  Robert  the 
elder  was  affianced  to  Mary  Vawdrey.  Robert  died  (about 
1596)  when  his  only  child,  the  plaintiff  Katherine,  was  six 
months  old  ; his  father  Roger  and  her  mother  Mary  died  a few 
months  later,  and  Katherine  fell  under  the  guardianship  of  her 
uncle  Edward  Vawdrey.  It  was  alleged  that  he,  in  con- 
federation with  Robert  Wynne  the  younger,  was  endeavouring 
to  deprive  Katherine  of  her  inheritance.79  The  plaintiffs  appear 
to  have  established  their  claim,  and  in  1638  Thomas  Roydon 
was  described  as  of  Pickhill.80  He  died  before  6 May  1652, 
when  his  wife  took  out  letters  of  administration  to  his  estate.81 
She  died  in  1658,  her  will  being  dated  16  April  1658  and 
proved  5 July  following.82 

In  this  will  she  mentions  her  son  John  Roydon,  presumably 
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her  only  child,  and  a large  number  of  kinsfolk,  including  her 
nephew  John  Roydon  of  Isycoed  the  younger,  her  brother-in- 
law  William  Roydon  of  the  Holt,  gent.,  her  cousins  Anne  wife 
of  John  Lloyd  of  Isycoed  and  Elinor  Roydon  the  sister  of 
Anne  ; also  a number  of  Powell  cousins.  She  wished  her 
funeral  expenses  to  be  kept  within  £6,  yet  so  that  the  funeral 
might  be  ordered  according  to  decency  and  occasion.  Her 
friend  John  Shone  of  Allington  was  made  sole  executor. 

The  Denbighshire  lands  seem  to  have  been  sold,83  and 
the  son  John  settled  at  Pulford  in  Cheshire,  where  he  had  a 
house  with  one  hearth  assessed  to  the  tax.  He  became 
surety  for  one  of  his  Powell  kinsmen  and  in  1691  was 
imprisoned  in  Chester  Castle  on  account  of  his  bond.  He 
died  there  in  1693.84  He  made  his  kinswoman  Dorothy 
Davies  (see  below)  his  executrix  but  she  did  not  prove  the 
will  till  17 1 1.85  He  married  Jane  Hall  of  Worthenbury 
before  1648; 86  and  on  27  April  1666  he  (as  John  Roydon 
of  Allington)  obtained  licence  to  marry  Ellen  (Elinor) 
Urmston  of  Poulton,  widow.  She  is  named  as  his  widow.87 
No  children  are  named  in  his  will  or  otherwise  recorded. 

Of  Thomas  Roydon’s  brothers  Emmanuel  (Samuel)  and 
Paulin,  nothing  is  stated  except  that  they  died  without  issue. 
James  is  stated  to  have  been  “ in  the  Low  Countries.”  87a 

Roger,  mentioned  very  affectionately  in  his  cousin  Richard 
Bankworth’s  will  cited  above,  settled  in  Bristol  and  began 
business  as  a stationer.88  He  married  Margerie  Ware  at 
St.  E wen’s  Church  on  31  Dec.  1626,  and  by  her  had  a 
numerous  family — Mary,  William,  John,  Jane  (who  married 
Robert  Sloper  in  1663),  Anne,  Roger  (bapt.  1633),  Robert  and 
Hugh.  The  nuncupative  will  of  William  Royden  of  Bristol, 
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mariner,  made  in  March  1673  (?  1674)  while  on  a voyage  to 
Virginia,  gave  all  his  goods  to  his  brother  Roger  Roydon. 
Probably  the  parents  were  dead.  The  will  was  proved  in 
July  1 675. 89  Roger,  William's  father,  was  unfortunate  in 
business  and  to  some  extent  involved  his  brothers  in  his  losses.90 
Roger  the  third  son  of  Roger  became  a soapmaker.91  This  son 
married  Susanna  Steart  at  St.  Thomas’s,  Bristol,  13  May  1666, 
and  had  children— John,  Roger  (d.  inf.),  Roger,  and  Anne 
(who  married  Thomas  Borne  in  1694). 92  Roger  Roydon 
was  buried  at  St.  Thomas’s  on  4 Nov.  1682.  He  made 
no  will  and  administration  of  his  estate  was  granted  to  his 
widow  Susanna,93  who  in  1685  married  Thomas  Foster.  Their 
son  Roger  Roydon,  described  as  of  the  city  of  Bristol,  mariner, 
made  his  will  19  Sept.  1699  ; it  mentions  his  mother  as 
living,  his  brother  John  and  his  sister  Anne  wife  of  Thomas 
Borne.  The  will  (proved  10  Sept.  1700)  was  made  on  the 
ship  Charles  and  Richard , while  on  a voyage  to  Jamaica.94 

William  Roydon,  son  of  Roger  of  Isycoed,  has  been 
mentioned  above,  as  of  Holt  in  1641  and  1658.  He  married 
Jane  daughter  of  John  Lancelot  of  Wrexham,  by  licence  dated 
14  Feb.  1628-9. 95  The  Holme  pedigree  asserts  that  they  had 
two  children — Samuel  and  Margaret. 

Anne  Roydon  of  Isycoed  married  Richard  Deane  “ of 
Wirral,”  who  was  organist  at  Wrexham  church.96  A John 
Deane  was  living  at  Bidston  in  1620. 97 

Dorothy  Roydon  married  Edward  Astle  of  Golborne 
Bellow.  She  was  dead  in  1638,  when  her  husband  claimed  200 
marks  and  ^100  against  her  brothers  John  and  Thomas  Roydon, 
as  the  portion  which  her  father  and  they  had  promised  to  give 
her.  They  replied  that  the  father’s  estate  was  insufficient  to 
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pay  legacies,  and  that  the  marriage  had  taken  place  before  any 
agreement  had  been  made.98 

Elizabeth  Roydon,  the  youngest  daughter,  is  said  to  have 
died  young. 

6.  John  Roydon  of  Isycoed,  son  of  Roger,  is  known  as  the 
Royalist.  He  was  born  about  1593,  being  aged  35  at  his 
father’s  death,  according  to  the  inquisition  cited  above  ; and  he 
gave  his  age  as  40  in  a deposition  made  in  1633."  He  married 
about  1625  Elinor  daughter  and  heir  of  Edward  Morris  or 
Maurice  of  Lloran  by  Blanche  his  wife,  and  widow  of  her 
cousin  Daniel,  son  of  Hugh  Morris.100  In  her  right  he  had 
the  Lloran  estates  and  appears  to  have  resided  on  them.  There 
were  many  disputes,  for  Elinor  had  had  issue  by  her  first 
husband.  She  died  about  1642,  but  a final  settlement  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  reached  until  1670,  when  Edward  Maurice 
(son  of  Daniel  and  Elinor)  secured  from  John  Roydon  [son  of 
John  and  Elinor],  John  Hugh  and  Jane  his  wife,  Robert  John 
Reignold  and  Katherine  his  wife,  messuages  and  lands  in 
Lloran,  etc.101  The  various  suits  appear  to  have  necessitated 
mortgages,  and  John  Roydon  was  defendant  to  claims  (for 
money  due)  by  Elizabeth  widow  of  Thomas  Higgons,  D.D. 
(d.  1636),  among  others.102 

In  addition  to  these  troubles  his  estates  were  during  the 
Civil  War  sequestrated  by  the  Parliament  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  been  in  arms  against  the  Parliament.  He  petitioned 
for  leave  to  compound  on  26  April  1646,  subscribed  the 
Covenant  and  took  the  Negative  Oath  in  September,  and  on 
15  Oct.  was  allowed  to  compound  by  a fine  of  ,£165  18s. 
He  described  his  estate  as  consisting  of  lands  in  Sutton  in 
Denbighshire  worth  ^32  6s.  a year  “ before  these  troubles,” 
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lands  in  Lloran  and  elsewhere  held  in  right  of  his  late  wife  of 
the  old  value  of  £46  ; personal  estate  in  corn  and  goods,  ^100. 
His  debts  amounted  to  £ 700 — to  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Higgons 
^400,  Mr.  Whittaker  ^200,  Sir  Thomas  Myddleton  ^50  and 
Mr.  Jones  £50.  He  acknowledged  that  “ his  livelihood  being 
in  Wales  in  the  king’s  quarters  he  did  assist  his  Majesty  and 
was  in  arms  in  this  war  against  the  Parliament.”  He  was  also 
a joint  lessee  of  lands  in  Resarth  and  Kevencoth  in  Mont- 
gomeryshire, but  as  the  rent  (^10)  was  equal  to  the  full  value 
he  did  not  compound  for  those.  Edward  Morris,  gent.,  put 
in  his  claim  to  the  Lloran  estate.103 

John  Roydon  lived  to  see  the  king’s  restoration,  dying  on 
20  March  1666-7  and  being  buried  at  Holt  three  days  later. 
By  his  wife  Elinor  he  had  nine  children — John  (see  below), 
Morris,  Charles,  Richard  and  Arthur,  sons ; Anne,  Jane, 
Dorothy  and  Eleanor,  daughters. 

Morris  (or  Maurice)  Roydon,  the  second  son,  is  said  to  have 
settled  in  Wolverhampton. 

Charles  Roydon  became  a lieutenant  in  the  Navy.  He  had 
been  a sailor,  and  in  1663,  enticed  “ by  the  fair  promises  of  John 
Jenkyns  of  St.  Giles’s,  Cripplegate  in  London,  buttonmaker, 
and  Martha  his  wife,”  he  married  their  daughter  Margaret, 
and  took  a house  in  Blackfriars,  where  his  wife  traded  as  a 
button-seller.  In  November  1664  Captain  Thomas  Penrose 
of  the  Monk  persuaded  him  to  give  up  his  house  and  go  to  sea 
again  as  his  lieutenant,  Jenkyns  promising  to  take  care  of  his 
wife  and  child,  and  dispose  of  the  household  goods.  This  he 
did,  but  kept  the  money  and  afterwards  importuned  his  son-in- 
law  for  money,  alleging  the  slackness  of  trade  resulting  from 
the  great  Plague  of  1665.  He  advanced  Jenkyns  several  sums, 
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but  in  1667  complained  that  he  could  not  obtain  repayment.104 
Jenkyns  had  promised  ,£110  as  his  daughter’s  marriage 
portion.105  Children  of  Charles  and  Margaret  Roydon  were 
baptized,  etc.,  at  Christ  Church,  Newgate  Street,  between  1673 
and  1679.  Afterwards  Charles  settled  down  at  Weston  Cotton, 
Shropshire,  where  his  wife  died  in  1681  (in  childbed)  and  where 
in  1684—5  he  was  sued  by  Jane  and  Alice  Maurice,  daughters 
of  Theodore  Maurice,  gent.,  of  Kevenhire  in  Denbighshire, 
in  respect  to  some  land  called  Forest,  which  they  had  sold  to 
William  earl  of  Powys  and  he  to  Charles  Roydon.106  This 
land  Charles  mentions  in  his  will  (1687),  which  shows  that  he 
had  five  children  living — John,  Charles,  Richard,  Eleanor  and 
Margaret.  A Katherine  daughter  of  Charles  Roydon  was 
baptized  at  Holt  26  Dec.  1669  ; buried  5 April  1673.  Charles 
the  son  was  a minor  in  August  1687,  when  he  was  in  the 
guardianship  of  Martha  Jenkins,  widow,  his  grandmother.107 
In  this  will  Charles  speaks  of  his  “ well  beloved  friends  ” John 
Roydon  of  Poulton  and  Charles  Roydon  of  Holt ; John’s  career 
has  been  noticed  above,  and  Charles  was  probably  the  testator’s 
nephew  (see  below). 

Richard  also  went  to  sea  and  died  while  serving  in  the  Monk, 
unmarried ; administration  of  his  goods  was  granted  to  his  brother 
Charles  on  1 1 Dec.  1666.108  Of  Arthur  nothing  is  known,  nor  of 
the  daughters  Jane  and  Dorothy.  The  second  daughter,  Anne, 
married  John  Lloyd  of  Isycoed;  and  the  third  daughter,  Eleanor, 
is  said  to  have  married  Richard  Freckingham  of  London. 

7.  John  Roydon,  son  of  the  royalist,  had  a very  brief  tenure 
of  the  estate,  being  buried  at  Holt  4 Sept.  1670,  three  and 
a half  years  after  his  father.  He  was  put  in  possession  of  part 
of  the  Lloran  estates  before  1651, 109  when  Edward  Morris  was 
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claiming  ; as  stated  above  he  finally  surrendered  them  in  1670, 
not  long  before  his  death.  He  is  mentioned  in  1658  in  the  will 
of  Katherine  Roydon  of  Bedwall  (above),  and  in  1668  trans- 
ferred some  land  to  Jerome  Hanmer,  gent.110  In  his  will  of 
31  August  1670  he  described  himself  as  of  Isycoed,  esq.,  and 
gave  lands  to  his  eldest  son  John,  reserving  one  portion  called 
Y Ddol-issa  for  a son  Charles,  but  these  lands  were  charged 
with  the  payment  of  ^1200  for  portions  for  younger  children — 
Katherine,  Frances,  Dorothy  and  Charles.  Bequests  were 
also  made  to  nieces  Ellinor  and  Katherine  Roydon,111  and  to 
others.  The  executors  were  his  friend  John  Mathews,  esq., 
his  wife  Mary  and  his  son  John  ; and  the  will  was  duly  proved 
by  Mathews  1 December  1671. 112  The  wife  was  a daughter 
of  Jerome  Hanmer  of  Kenwick  in  Shropshire  ; she  died  in  1672. 

For  the  son  John  see  below.  His  brother  Charles  married 
Elizabeth  daughter  of  William  Speed  of  Holt  at  Tarvin  on 
8 Oct.  1674  ; 113  he  was  buried  at  Holt  2 Oct.  1686,  leaving 
six  children,  whose  baptisms  are  thus  recorded  in  the  registers 
of  Holt  : Charles,  14  Sept.  1675  ; Mary,  26  Feb.  1676-7  ; 
John,  3 March  1678-9  (buried  12  July  1679);  Roger,  3 Aug. 
1680  ; Elizabeth,  28  July  1682  ; and  Dorothy,  2 Jan.  1686—7. 

Katherine  married  Richard  Lloyd  of  Llwyn-y-Maen  at 
Holt,  9 Sept.  1671.  She  died  4 August  1675,  and  was  buried 
at  Oswestry  next  day. 

Frances  remained  unmarried. 

Dorothy  married  Thomas  Davies  of  Ifton  in  Shropshire, 
and  died  15  March  1736-7,  aged  77,  according  to  the  inscription 
on  a brass  in  Wrexham  church,  where  she  was  buried.  She 
has  been  mentioned  above  as  executrix  of  the  will  of  the  John 
Roydon  who  died  in  Chester  Castle  in  1693. 
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Some  years  after  Katherine’s  death,  namely  in  1680,  the 
other  children  brought  an  action  against  the  executor,  claiming 
their  legacies.  Charles  acted  for  himself  and  his  sisters  Frances 
and  Dorothy,  who  were  still  under  age.  Mathews  replied  by 
giving  particulars  of  his  management  of  the  estate.114 

Dorothy,  while  still  unmarried,  in  1699  brought  a complaint 
against  her  nephew  John  Roydon,  regarding  the  payment  of  a 
mortgage.115 


WHITEHALL  OF  YELDERSLEY 

Arms. — Arg.  a fesse  chequy  gu.  and  sa.  between  3 helmets  az. 

From  Derbyshire  Visit,  of  1611  (Harl.  1537,  f.  1046),  Inqs.  p.m., 
Proceed.  Com.  of  Compounding,  Wills,  etc. 


Robert  Whitehall  = 

of  Yeldersley. 

See  Staffs.  Coll.  V (2),  305 

of  Locksley 

John,  = Ellen,  dau.  of  Adam  Beresford  Lawrence  Robert  William 

d.  30  Nov.,  1625  I of  Finney  Bentley 


Robert,  s.  and  hr. 
a.  18  in  1611  ; 
d.v.p. 


John,  = Anne,  dau.  of 


d.  1 Apl., 
1640 


Chr.  Pegge  ; 
m.  c.  1620  ; 
a.  50  in  1655 


III  II  II 

Edward,  Ursula, 

William,  Dorothy  = Godfrey  Meynell 

Frederick  Jane, 

Olive 


Ellen, 
da.  and  hr.  ; 
a.  3 in 
1625 


Rowland,  = 
a.  18  in  1640  ; 
dead  in  1654  ; 
s.  and  hr. 


= Mary,  dau.  of  Ellis 
Woodruffe,  esq.  ; 
a.  25  in  1655 


I 

Andrew, 
ed.  at  Douay  ; 
Missionary 
priest  in  Derbys 
d.  1692 


Elizabeth,  Anne, 
daughters  and  co-heirs  in 
1654  : under  4 years  at 
father’s  death 


Gilbert, 
goldsmith  of 
London  ; 
d.  20  Feb., 
1709-10  ; 
left  Yeldersley 
Hall  to  dau.  of 
John  Roydon  and 
to  Anne  Harris  ; 
P.C.  C. , 23  Smith 


Charles 
ed.  at  Douay, 
= Cath. 
Coyney 


8.  John  Roydon  was  still  under  age  when  his  father  died, 
and  died  himself  in  June  or  July,  1677,  intestate.  He  was 
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sherift  of  Flintshire  for  part  of  the  year  1676—7,  the  only  member 
of  his  family  to  fill  that  position.  He  was  twice  married  : (1) 
to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rowland  Whitehall,  who  was  buried 
at  Holt  15  Feb.  1674—5  i and  (2)  to  Mary  Ball,  daughter 

of  Ball  of  Penley,  at  Holt  on  27  March  1676.  The 

former  wife  was  of  Yeldersley  in  Derbyshire  and  had  a sister 
Anne  married  to  Richard  Harris,  and  it  was  to  Harris  that 
administration  of  the  estate  was  granted,  18  August  1677. 
The  Harrises  also  had  the  guardianship  of  the  infant  son,  as 
appeared  natural  in  the  circumstances. 

By  the  second  marriage  there  was  a daughter  Elizabeth, 
who  married  William  Higginson  of  Warrington  at  Holy  Trinity, 
Chester,  on  5 Feb.  1696-7,  and  left  issue. 

9.  John  Roydon,  the  son  and  heir,  was  born  20  August 
1673,  and  therefore  barely  four  years  old  at  his  father’s  death. 
Disputes  soon  arose.  On  24  May  1678  a petition  was  presented 
in  Chancery  by  Robert  Edwards  and  Jane  Webb,  widow, 
acting  in  the  name  of  John  Roydon  of  Isycoed,  aged  4 years, 
which  stated  that  the  father  John  Roydon  three  years  previously 
held  an  estate  of  ^300  a year  and  settled  the  same  for  the 
benefit  of  his  wife  (the  infant’s  mother),  who  had  brought  with 
her  a portion  of  ^2000.  The  mother  died  soon  afterwards  and 
her  child  was  sent  to  the  care  of  the  Harrises  at  Aston  in  Shrop- 
shire. The  father  afterwards  married  again  and  then  wanted 
his  son  back  again,  but  there  was  some  delay,  and  the  father 
dying  suddenly,  the  child  remained  in  their  care,  Richard 
Harris  acting  as  guardian  and  mismanaging  the  estate  (so  it 
was  alleged).  The  petitioner  Jane  Webb  had  had  the  charge 
of  the  infant’s  mother,  had  preserved  her  fortune  and  “ con- 
verted her  from  Popery  to  the  Protestant  religion.”  Harris 
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had  declared  that  he  would  marry  the  heir  to  his  own  daughter 
as  soon  as  he  should  be  of  age  to  consent.  The  petitioners 
requested  that  Harris  might  be  required  to  give  an  account  of 
his  dealings  with  the  estate  and  provide  security  for  the  future.116 
The  Harrises  in  their  reply  alleged  that  they  had  made  arrange- 
ments with  a substantial  Cheshire  farmer  for  the  letting  of  the 
house  and  lands.  They  believed  the  petitioners  were  relatives 
of  the  mother  of  the  child,  “ Mr.  Edwards  being  a clergyman 
having  many  children  and  but  a small  temporal  estate,  and 
Mrs.  Webb  keeping  an  apothecary’s  shop.”  117 

John  Roydon  matriculated  at  Brasenose  College,  Oxford, 
on  18  July  1691,  aged  17,  but  did  not  take  a degree.  In 
January  1695—6  he  married  at  Gresford  Jane  Robinson  (born 
1 673),  one  of  the  daughters  of  Col.  John  Robinson  of  Gwer- 
syllt.  She  bore  him  a daughter  Jane,  who  was  baptized  at 
Holt  14  June  1698.  John  Roydon  made  his  will  21  December 
1699,  and  died  at  Shrewsbury  soon  afterwards,  being  buried 
at  St.  Alkmund’s  there  on  27  December.  His  widow  was 
buried  at  Gresford  27  Sept.  1712.  By  the  will  he  made 
his  brother-in-law  William  Robinson  of  Gwersyllt  executor, 
left  £20  to  his  sister  [half-sister]  Elizabeth  Higginson  and  £10 
to  the  poor  of  Holt.  He  also  left  money  for  rings  to  his  uncle 
and  aunt  Harris  and  their  six  children  and  to  Thomas  Lyster 
the  elder  of  Shrewsbury.118 

10.  Jane  Roydon,  the  daughter  and  heir  of  John,  succeeded 
to  a much  encumbered  estate,  worth  about  /160  a year,  and 
also  inherited  Yeldersley  Hall  in  Derbyshire  from  a kinsman 
Gilbert  Whitehall.  She  married  Robert  Hughes  of  Trostrey 
near  Usk,  son  of  Charles  and  grandson  of  a Charles  Hughes, 
who  had  been  an  active  Royalist  in  the  Civil  Wars,  his  elder 
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brother  Thomas  being  equally  zealous  for  the  Parliament. 
These  two  were  the  sons  of  Thomas  Hughes  of  Matherne  near 
Chepstow,  which  was  the  ancient  seat  of  the  family.  Trostrey 
was  the  inheritance  of  Jane  Jones,  wife  of  Charles.  Robert 
Hughes,  who  was  a minor  at  his  father’s  death,  became  a 
gentleman  commoner  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  in  1717  and 
entered  the  Middle  Temple  in  1716,  but  settled  early  on  the 
paternal  estate.  He  “ was  particularly  beloved  in  the  county 
[of  Monmouth],  and  was  therefore  fixed  on  as  a candidate  for  its 
representation  [in  Parliament]  in  opposition  to  the  powerful 
interest  of  the  Morgan  family.  He  was  unsuccessful,  though 
by  a small  majority.  The  estate  having  been  somewhat 
injured  by  this  contest,  and  still  more  by  the  imprudences  of  the 
eldest  son,  was  sold  to  Valentine  Morris,  esq.,  of  Piercefield.”  119 
The  Morgans  were  Whigs. 

Robert  Hughes  married  Jane  Roydon  at  Gresford  on  9 
Sept.  1721.  He  died  at  Bath  in  1739,  aged  only  38,  and 
was  buried  at  Trostrey.  His  widow  afterwards  resided  in 
London,  where  she  died  31  March  1759,  aged  59,  and  was 
buried  at  St.  Marylebone.  There  were  seven  children  of  the 
marriage  : 

(1)  Charles,  the  eldest  son,  proved  idle  and  extravagant,  and 
the  estate,  heavily  mortgaged,  was  sold  as  above  stated.  He 
entered  the  army  and  died  of  a fever  at  the  siege  of  Pondicherry 
in  the  East  Indies  in  1762,  aged  37. 

(2)  John  Roydon  went  into  the  army  and  rose  rapidly.  He 
fought  at  Le  Val  and  Fontenoy  and  also  at  Culloden,  but  died 
of  the  smallpox  at  Dundee  in  1750,  aged  25. 

(3)  Robert  died  in  childhood  and  was  buried  at  Trostrey. 

(4)  Thomas,  born  at  Trostrey  21  Oct.  1732,  became  a 


ROYDON  OF  ISYCOED 


i95 


lawyer  and  settled  in  Cheltenham  where  he  was  partner  with 
Mr.  Delabere.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Henry  Bridges  of  Keynsham  Abbey,  Somerset;  and  his 
descendants  are  the  present  representatives  of  the  family. 

Jane,  Elizabeth  and  Charlotte,  the  three  daughters,  died 
unmarried  at  Bath  and  were  buried  at  Weston.120 

The  arms  used  by  the  Roydons  of  Isycoed  were  : Azure , 
three  roebucks’  heads  erased  in  bend  or.  These  are  shown  in 
Vincent’s  pedigree  dated  1617  (see  p.  164)  and  appear  on  the 
house  formerly  known  as  Roydon  Hall  in  Isycoed,  but  now 
called  locally  Roden’s  Hall.  It  should  be  noted  that  in  the  Llyfr 
Silin  pedigree  and  in  Powys  Fadog  the  field  is  given  as  Vert  not 
azure ; also  that  the  posture  of  the  heads  is  varied,  apparently 
at  the  will  of  the  artist.  In  Vincent’s  shield  they  are  shown 
bendwise  in  bend,  but  on  the  shield  on  the  house,  in  Powys 
Fadog , and  in  the  “ Erdswick”  drawing  (p.  176  above)  palewise 
in  bend.  The  house  shield  adds  a mullet,  as  if  for  difference, 
and  Powys  Fadog  a cinquefoil,  following  Llyfr  Silin.  The 
arms  suggest  a forestership  or  such  an  office  as  John  the 
serjeant-at-arms  had  held  at  Windsor  ; but  they  may  be  “ arms 
of  affection  ” suggested  by  those  of  Stanley,  and  adopted  while 
the  lordship  of  Bromfield  was  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William 
Stanley  (1484—1495).  The  arms  were  seen  in  a window  in  the 
“ Roydon  Aisle  ” of  Holt  church  in  1807. 121 

Mr.  A.  N.  Palmer  wrote  : “ The  only  time  I ever  passed 
Roydon  Hall  an  old  labourer  accosted  me  and  asked  whether 
I knew  why  the  house  was  called  ‘ Rideon.’  I asked  him  to 
tell  me ; whereupon  he  said  that  when  Cromwell  took  Holt  Castle 
(which  he  never  did)  he  ordered  some  of  his  men  to  ride  on  and 
take  that  house,  which  ever  after  was  called  ‘ Ride-on  Hall.’  ” 
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NOTES 

1 Burton  Court  Rolls  (at  Eaton  Hall),  10  Sept.  1453. 

2 Ministers’  Accts.  5001,  5009. 

3 Court  Rolls  (P.R.O.),  226/34. 

4 Court  Rolls  226/37. 

5 Ministers’  Accts.  1235/20. 

6 Ministers’  Accts.  1865. 

7 Ministers’  Accts.  1656. 

8 Cal.  Patent  Rolls,  1476—85,  p.  19. 

9 Chester  Plea  R.  199,  m.  19. 

10  P.C.C.,  33  Bennett. 

11  Rentals  and  Surveys  (P.R.O.),  portf.  17/90.  He  had  a fee  of  /Jioa  year. 

12  Chester  Plea  R.  239,  under  Essoins  (Lent). 

13  Ministers’  Accts.  1235/20. 

14  Rental  of  1459-60  ; an  early  interlineation,  f.  18. 

13  This  is  stated  in  the  pardon  of  Henry  VIII.  cited  in  text  below. 

16  Cal.  Patent  Rolls,  1476-85,  pp.  249,  253.  Broken  Wharf,  near  Paul’s  Wharf, 
denoted  a London  mansion  of  the  Mowbrays. 

17  Cal.  Patent  Rolls,  1485-94,  p.  21. 

18  Cal.  Patent  Rolls,  1485-94,  p.  335.  This  office  he  resigned  in  June  1511. 

19  He  is  described  as  “ of  Windsor  ” in  the  pardons. 

20  Dep.  Keeper’s  Report  xxvi.  app.  2,  p.  28  ; Chester  Recognisance  Rolls  (in 
Rep.  xxxvii.  p.  630).  A new  grant  appears  to  have  been  made  in  1502  ; Ministers’ 
Accts.  1587.  In  this  Randle  Brereton  was  appointed  his  deputy. 

21  Chester  Recog.  Rolls  in  Dep.  Keeper’s  Report,  xxxix. 

22  P.C.C.  27  Fetiplace. 

23  Ministers’  Accts.  4997,  4998. 

24  Ministers’  Accts.  5001,  5005,  under  Burton. 

25  Letters  and  Papers  Henry  VIII.,  i.  (1),  12. 

26  Ibid.  p.  42. 

27  Cal.  Patent  Rolls  1494-1509,  p.  516;  Letters  and  Papers  Henry  VIII., i.  (1), 236. 

28  Letters  and  Papers,  i.  (2),  1100. 

29  Court  of  Requests,  bdle.  17,  n.  60  ; Alford  v.  Alford. 

30  Harleian  Soc. 

31  Ministers’  Accts.  5000,  5001,  5005.  A writ  of  9 April  1518  is  referred  to, 
at  which  time  the  younger  John  would  probably  be  21  years  of  age. 

32  Ministers’  Accts.  5009. 

33  Ministers’  Accts.  5020. 

34  Land  Revenue  Misc.  Books,  249.  Notes  of  these  surveys  are  printed  in  the 
late  A.  N.  Palmer’s  account  of  Holt  in  Arch.  Cambrensis,  1906-10. 

35  Land  Revenue  Misc.  Books,  234.  In  Holt  John  Rodon  held  a messuage, 
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2 burgages  and  land,  paying  52s.  7d.  a year  to  the  lord  ; and  in  Gresford  12  messuages 
at  a rent  of  22s.  3d. 

36  Lay  Subsidies,  220/183. 

37  Chester  Plea  Roll  280,  m.  \id. 

38  Denbigh  Plea  Rolls,  39,  40. 

39  Denbigh  Plea  Roll  21.  The  roll  is  much  decayed,  and  the  case  cannot  be 
made  out  fully.  There  is  a fine  initial  P at  the  head  of  this  roll. 

40  She  is  called  Maud  in  Powys  Fadog,  iii.  19. 

41  John  Roydon  (brother  of  Elizabeth)  was  in  1583  a feoffee  of  John  Davies, 
gent.,  in  Erlisham  ; Denbigh  Plea  R.  66. 

42  Poivys  Fadog , iii.  93.  This  Edward  is  described  as  son  of  a man  living  in 
1450  and  as  having  a great-grandson  who  died  in  1598.  See  also  Shropshire  Visit. 
(Harl.  Soc.),  67. 

43  Note  by  A.  N.  Palmer,  who  refers  to  depositions  seen  by  him. 

44  Denbigh  Plea  R.  40. 

45  Denbigh  Plea  R.  44. 

46  Denbigh  Plea  R.  32,  m.  I5</. 

47  Denbigh  Plea  R.  57. 

48  Denbigh  Plea  R.  76. 

49  Chancery  Deps.  Eliz.  to  Charles,  R.  3/7. 

30  Denbigh  Plea  R.  84,  m.  5 d. 
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APPENDIX 

Will  of  William  Rodon,  Clerk 

P.C.C.,  33  Bennett 

(Original  in  Latin.) 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  24  June  1506.  I William 
Rodon,  clerk,  rector  of  Gresford,  being  of  sound  mind  and 
memory,  ordain  my  last  will  as  follows.  In  the  first  place  I 
bequeath  my  soul  to  Almighty  God,  Blessed  Mary  and  all  the 
Saints,  and  my  body  to  be  buried  in  Gresford  church,  bequeath- 
ing to  this  church  ^10  for  making  a window  in  which  shall  be 
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painted  the  story  of  St.  Anthony.  I leave  to  Anthony  Byrne, 
son  of  Ralph  Byrne,  a breviary,  an  amice  and  a surplice,  which 
are  to  remain  in  the  custody  of  Nicholas  Manley  of  Pulton, 
gentleman,  and  to  be  given  to  Anthony  as  soon  as  he  shall  have 
received  holy  orders.  But  if  he  does  not  enter  holy  orders  the 
breviary,  amice  etc.,  are  to  remain  to  Lancelot  Rodon  son  of 
dominus  John  Rodon  under  like  condition,  that  if  he  does  not 
receive  holy  orders  the  things  aforesaid  shall  be  divided  equally 
between  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Ralph  Byrne.  I give  to 
William  Yollyn  my  godson,  son  of  Thomas  Yollyn,  two  cows. 
I give  to  Margaret  Coryer  my  servant  a silver  salt-cellar, 
twelve  silver  spoons,  a silver  cup,  a feather  bed,  a quilt  and 
bed-covering,  three  coverlets  and  all  my  linen  sheets.  I also 
give  her  a silver  cup  with  silver  cover  and  a silver  salt-cellar 
which  are  in  Nicholas  Manley’s  keeping,  so  that  she  pay  him 
I give  her  also  a grey  horse,  two  weaned  calves,  a hundred 
sheep  and  four  oxen  ; also  five  cows  and  four  calves  which  are 
in  John  Aldford’s  keeping.  I also  give  her  all  my  brass  pans 
and  plates,  my  glass  (?  electrea)  vessels,  and  my  wooden  dishes 
with  the  little  lead  one.  Also  I give  her  a tenement  near  the 
rectory  house  now  occupied  by  her,  which  I bought  from 
Matthew  Says,  with  all  appurtenances,  to  be  held  by  her  for 
life.  After  her  death  this  tenement  shall  remain  to  the  parish 
church  of  Gresford  on  these  conditions  : that  on  some  Friday 
each  year  a Mass  of  the  Name  of  Jesus  shall  be  celebrated  there 
for  the  souls  of  me  and  my  kinsfolk.  I also  give  to  the  said 
Margaret  all  ornaments  belonging  to  her  body.  The  rest  of 
my  goods,  after  my  debts  have  been  paid,  I leave  to  the  said 
Margaret  Coryere  my  servant,  Richard  Chomley,  esquire,  and 
the  said  Nicholas  Manley  of  Pulton,  whom  I make  my  executors, 
to  dispose  of  the  same  for  the  good  of  my  soul  as  they  may  deem 
fitting  and  pleasing  to  God.  In  witness  whereof  I have 
affixed  my  seal  on  the  day  and  year  named.  These  being 
witnesses  : John  Rodon,  gentleman,  son  of  William  Rodon, 
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John  ap  Madoc  Vichan,  Richard  Monyng,  rector  of  Pulford, 
\\  illiam  Lauton,  chaplain,  Thomas  Prestlond,  Ranulph  Batha 
and  Ralph  Ducworth,  chaplain,  and  many  others. 

Proved  6 November  1510  by  Margaret  the  executrix  named. 

Will  of  John  Rodon,  Serjeant-at-arms  to 
Henry  VIII. 

P.C.C.,  27  Fetiplace 

Dated  6 March  1512-3;  proved  8 Nov.  1513.  All  his 
copy  lands  and  tenements  of  fee  simple  in  Bromfield,  except 
copy  lands  in  Wrexham,  in  trust  to  his  wife  Rose,  his  sister 
Katherine  Rodon,  John  ap  Iolyn  goch,  and  Thomas  Prestlond, 
for  the  behoof  of  his  son  John  Rodon  and  Maud  his  wife,  and 
testator’s  daughters  unmarried,  finding  them  in  meat,  drink, 
clothing  and  all  other  necessary  things,  till  the  said  John  Rodon 
should  be  20  years  of  age,  and  so  long  as  the  said  daughters 
should  remain  in  the  keeping  of  Rose  their  mother  and 
Katherine  testator’s  sister,  “ yf  so  be  the  seid  Rose  their  mother 
lyve  continent  in  her  widohode  ” ; otherwise  the  lands  to  be 
controlled  by  the  said  Katherine,  John  and  Thomas  to  the  use 
“ of  the  seid  John  Rodon  and  his  wiff  and  other  ther  children 
not  maried  durying  the  yeris  aforeseid.”  The  copy  lands  and 
tenements  of  which  testator’s  son  John  and  his  feoffees  John  ap 
Iolyn  goch  and  Thomas  ap  Iolyn  goch  were  in  possession 
should  remain  to  the  use  of  his  son  John,  under  the  supervision 
of  his  guardians,  till  he  should  be  20  years  old.  All  testator’s 
other  lands,  rights  and  claims  to  remain  to  his  son  John  and 
heirs  for  ever,  saving  those  above  excepted.  To  Maud  Rodon, 
wedded  wife  to  his  son  John,  all  his  lands  and  tenements  in 
Wrexham  for  life,  and  after  her  death  to  his  own  heirs,  if  the 
son  should  die  before  coming  into  possession.  Testator’s 
daughters,  Elizabeth,  Sibyl  and  Katherine  Rodon,  to  have  40 
marks  apiece,  to  be  levied  out  of  the  farm  of  the  parsonage  of 
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Gresford  from  the  first  profits  accruing  after  his  decease  from 
the  tithe  corn  of  Isycoed  and  the  Holt  ; the  residue  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  benefice  of  Gresford,  when  due.  To  Margaret 
Sutton,  Elenor  Sutton  and  Anne  Bruen  £10  each  from  the 
benefice  of  Gresford  ; should  any  of  them  die  before  marriage, 
her  £10  to  be  divided  between  the  other  two.  To  Katherine, 
testator’s  sister,  £4  a year  out  of  the  farm  of  Gresford  parsonage 
during  the  term  held  by  testator  or  his  executors.  To  John  ap 
Iolyn  goch  and  Thomas  Prestlond  6s.  8d.  a year  for  six  years 
for  their  trouble  concerning  this  will. 

All  obligations  and  writings  that  the  testator  had  upon  Sir 
Antony  Bruyn,  parson  of  Gresford,  to  remain  in  the  disposition 
of  his  son  John  Rodon,  his  sister  Katherine  Rodon  and  his 
wife  Rose,  “ yf  she  take  the  mantell  and  ryng  ” [i.e.  bind 
herself  by  a vow  of  perpetual  widowhood  | for  the  performance 
of  the  testament.  And  if  the  said  parson  suffer  the  will  to  be 
performed  without  let  or  vexation,  then  all  writings  and  obliga- 
tions in  which  Sir  Antony  was  bound  to  testator,  except  those 
in  respect  of  the  free  chapel  of  Holt  Castle,  to  be  void  ; other- 
wise, to  remain  in  full  strength.  And  if  his  wife  Rose  take  the 
mantle  and  ring  immediately  after  testator’s  decease,  she  should 
have  a third  part  of  his  land  for  life  and  10  marks  a year  from 
the  profits  of  Gresford  parsonage  while  the  lease  endured,  or 
else  10  marks  a year  for  life  from  the  free  chapel  of  the  Holt  ; 
and  afterwards  to  remain  to  his  son  John. 

A virtuous  priest  to  sing  for  testator’s  soul  in  the  church  of 
Gresford  or  of  Holt,  according  to  the  place  where  his  body 
should  lie,  for  two  years  after  his  decease  ; and  three  trentals 
of  St.  Gregory  to  be  said  for  his  soul  so  soon  as  so  many  priests 
might  be  got,  in  Chester  or  elsewhere.  The  priest  that  should 
sing  for  his  soul  to  have  8 marks  a year  during  the  said  term  of 
two  years. 

All  testator’s  goods  and  raiment  to  his  son  John  Rodon 
should  he  live  to  the  age  aforesaid  ; otherwise  to  testator’s 
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daughters.  To  Leonard  Bruyn  4 nobles  a year  for  four  years. 
To  John  Sutton  “ a gestron,  a salet,  a paire  of  splyntes,  a 
standart  fowlde  and  flangkard  and  xjs-  of  money.”  And  “ I 
woll  that  my  executours  shal  by  a yerde  and  a quarter  of  velvet 
to  make  All  Hallowes  a coote,  and  paie  for  the  makying.”  All 
residue  to  son  John,  but  to  remain  in  the  executors’  hands  until 
John  be  20  years  old  ; meantime  the  son  is  “ to  have  all 
necessarie  thynges  for  him  towardes  his  scole  and  other  fynd- 
ing  necessary  for  him,”  otherwise  to  testator’s  daughters. 
Testator’s  house  in  Gresford  to  be  built  upon  the  hill  there  as 
the  executors  should  think  best. 

The  executors  were  to  see  that  his  wife  received  20  marks 
a year  from  all  sources,  his  lands  and  the  benefice  of  Gresford, 
and  a deed  was  to  be  executed  securing  to  her  ^io.a  year  from 
his  lands  held  in  fee  simple.  But  should  she  refuse  to  take  the 
mantle  and  ring,  “ she  shall  have  no  maner  of  favour  doone  to 
hir  in  landes  nor  in  goodes  but  that  moost  nedes  be  hadde  and 
the  lawe  shall  gyve  ” ; and  then  the  sister  Katherine  should 
have  the  guiding  and  rule  of  all  the  children  till  the  daughters 
be  married  and  the  son  attain  20  years  of  age. 

The  testator  also  bequeathed  £10  when  the  steeple  should 
be  made  at  Gresford  to  have  prayers  for  the  souls  of  his 
brother  Sir  William  Rodon,  his  father  and  mother  and  himself. 
The  son  John  was  to  have  all  his  complete  harness,  and  all 
other  harness,  mail,  swords,  bills  and  crossbows,  to  be  delivered 
when  John  should  reach  20. 

Executors  : John  Rodon  the  son,  Rose  the  wife  “ yf  she 
take  the  mantell  and  ryng  and  elles  not,”  John  ap  Iolyn  goch 
and  Thomas  Prestland.  Overseers  : Jenkyn  Aldford,  Thomas 
ap  Iolyn  goch,  Lancelot  Lowther,  John  Rodon  of  Burton  and 
John  ap  Madoc  vychan.  Chief  overseer : my  lord  Lile. 

Witnesses  : Sir  John  Holtford,  vicar  of  Gresford,  Sir  Richard 
Vaughan  chaplain  there,  David  ap  Madoc  ap  Iolyn,  David  ap 
Madoc  ap  Ievan  ap  David  and  Thomas  ap  Iolyn  goch. 


Ill 

RODON  OR  ROYDON  OF  BURTON,  nr.  GRESFORD 

i.  William  Rodon  was,  according  to  the  Llyfr  Silin,  known 
as  “ the  Red  Receiver,”  He  was  the  lord’s  receiver  of  rents 
etc.,  for  the  lordship  of  Bromfield  and  Yale  from  1447  1 at 
latest,  and  about  1472  had  John  Luter  associated  with  him.2 
He  was  also  the  escheator  of  the  county  of  Flint  from  29 
September  1445 3 down  to  1460,  when  Henry  VI.  was  deposed  ; 4 
from  1450  onwards  he  had  John  Massy  as  his  assistant.5  The 
two  offices  must  have  made  him  a prominent  personage  in  the 
district,  so  that  he  may  be  identified  with  the  “ Sir  Rodon  of 
Kent  ” who  married  Agnes  daughter  of  Madoc  Llwvd  of 
Maelor  Saesneg  by  his  second  wife.6  The  offices  were  probably 
lucrative  also,  and  he  certainly  acquired  a considerable  estate  in 
Burton,  Holt,  Isycoed  and  Wrexham,  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
rental  of  1459— 60. 7 In  this  record  his  name  is  in  many  cases 
written  over  the  name  of  the  tenant  at  that  time,  but  apparently 
by  the  same  clerk,  so  that  he  must  have  acquired  these  pro- 
perties rather  later  than  the  date  of  the  book.  In  1454  he 
became  tenant  of  land  in  Burton  for  61  years  at  a rent  of 
£6  13s.  4d.8  His  tenements  in  Holt  in  1459—60  were  held  by 
a rent  of  25s.  6d.  (f.  5)  ; at  Isycoed  he  succeeded,  after  that 

205 


206 


ROYDON  OF  BROMFIELD 


year,  to  the  lands  then  held  by  the  heirs  of  Griffith  ap 
Jevan  ap  Eden  ap  David  (ff.  9-37).  He  was  still  living  in 
1473  when  he  was  plaintiff  in  the  Chester  court,9  and  in  1479 
when  with  two  others  he  entered  into  a recognizance  of  debt 
there.10 

He  was  perhaps  married  twice,  as  instead  of  the  above 
Agnes,  the  Llyfr  Silin  says  he  married  Alice  sister  of  “ old 
Sir  Peter  Dutton  of  Hatton.”  This  Peter  (d.  1503)  was  not  a 
knight  and  was  the  son  of  John  Dutton  of  Hatton,11  with  whom 
William  certainly  had  some  connection;  for  in  June  1457 
William  Rodon  surrendered  lands  in  the  manor  of  Burton  to 
J.  Dutton  and  others,12  and  in  1458  and  later  John  Stevyn  is 
found  claiming  a debt  against  William  Rodon  of  Holt  in  Brom- 
held,  gent.,  and  John  Dutton  of  Hatton,  esq.,  under  a bond 
dated  12  August  1456. 13  According  to  the  Llyfr  Silin  he  had 
by  Alice  a son  John  and  some  daughters. 

2.  John  Rodon,  gent.,  son  of  William  Rodon,  was  one  of 
the  witnesses  to  the  will  of  the  rector  of  Gresford  in  1506. 14 
He  was  bailiff  of  Wrexham  in  1498  15  and  collector  of  Holt  in 
1501, 16  but  does  not  seem  to  have  held  any  prominent  office.  In 
the  Holme  pedigree  he  is  styled  “ of  Talwyn  ” or  The  Talwrn  in 
Burton.  He  frequently  occurs  in  the  interlineations  and  later 
marginal  corrections  of  the  rental  of  1459-60,  showing  that  he 
added  to  his  estates  ; and  in  a considerable  number  of  these 
alterations  Sir  Edward  Hanmer  is  joined  with  him.  John  is 
stated  to  have  married  Margaret  daughter  of  Richard  Hanmer 
of  Bettisfield,  which  may  explain  the  association.  As  “ John 
Rodon  of  Burton  ” he  was  nominated  as  an  overseer  of  the  will 
of  his  namesake  the  serjeant-at-arms  in  15 13. 17  According  to 
the  Llyfr  Silin  he  left  a son  William  and  a daughter.  It  has 


RODON  OR  ROYDON  OF  BURTON 


207 

been  suggested  above  that  this  daughter  was  the  Elizabeth 
who  married  Edward  Brereton  of  Borras.18 

3.  William  Rodon  was  born  about  1490,  for  he  gave  his 
age  as  40  in  making  a deposition  in  1531. 19  He  was  a juror  in 
1541  and  1 544. 20  His  possessions  are  recorded  in  Tidderley’s 
Survey  made  about  1546. 21  In  Burton  he  held  freehold  land 
by  a rent  of  43s.  6|d.,  leasehold  by  rents  amounting  to  43s.  7d. 
and  land  at  will  by  9s.  rent  (ff.  171,  177,  184^).  Nothing  is 
entered  for  him  in  Holt,  but  in  Ruabon  and  in  Wrexham  he 
had  lands  paying  3s.  io|d.  and  19s.  5d.  respectively  (ff.  37,  73^)  ; 
in  Isycoed  his  land  paid  40s.  i|-d.  rent,  while  he  held  another 
parcel  for  a term  at  7d.  rent  (ff.  154,  160).  He  had  small 
parcels  also  at  Eglwsegle  and  Esclusham.  He  married 
Katherine  daughter  of  John  Almour  (or  Aimer),  a king’s 
serjeant,  and  by  her  had  three  sons  and  four  daughters  : Roger 
(see  below),  John  (s.p.),  and  Ralph  (s.p.)  ; Alice,  who  married 
Thomas  Bellot ; Ellen,  who  married  (1)  Roger  Wynn  and  (2) 
Randle  Trevor ; Jane,  who  married  Thomas  Trafford  of 
Bridge  Trafford  ; 22  and  Margaret,  who  married  Humphrey 
David. 

4.  Roger  Roydon  has  left  little  trace  of  himself  on  the 
records.  In  October  1543  Thomas  Barrow  of  Chester  claimed 
a debt  against  Roger  Roydon  of  Gresford,  yeoman,  and  John 
Roydon  of  Holt  ; these  are  probably  the  sons  of  William.23 
Roger  Roydon  of  Burton,  gent.,  became  bound  in  1552  for 
the  performance  of  certain  duties.24  He  married  26  June  1547 
at  Shocklach  Margaret  Broughton.  His  tenure  was  not  of 
long  duration,  for  he  died  at  Burton  27  Sept.  1561,  leaving 
four  daughters  as  heirs:  Margaret  (aged  13),  Dorothy  (11), 
Alice  (9),  and  Anne  (7).  His  lands  lay  in  Burton,  Acton, 
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Sutton,  Caca  Dutton,  Abymbury,  Dutton  Diffaeth,  Dutton 
Ybrain  and  Boras  Hova.  A small  part  of  the  land  in  Burton 
was  held  of  the  queen  by  knight’s  service,  viz.  by  the  fifth 
part  of  a fee.25 

Roger’s  will,  dated  n Aug.  1561,  and  proved  16  Feb. 
1563—4,  gave  his  wife  Margaret  the  use  of  his  lands  in  Burton 
etc.,  so  that  she  might  save  harmless  his  cousin  Owen  Brereton, 
esq.,20  and  his  brother-in-law  Roger  Wynne,  gent.  ; she  was 
to  remain  unmarried  and  “ bring  up  his  daughters  in  learning.” 
The  daughters  were  also  provided  for.  The  widow  was  made 
sole  executrix  ; the  overseers  were  kinsmen  and  friends — John 
Trevor,  Owen  Brereton,  esquires,  William  Aimer  (who  owed 
^50),  John  Marberye,  William  Dymocke,  and  Roger  Wynne 
(brother-in-law),  gentlemen.27 

The  widow  and  daughters  (except  Alice)  are  mentioned  as 
holding  lands  in  the  Survey  of  1562. 28  Margaret  married 
Ellis  ap  Howel  Fychan.  Dorothy  married  Hugh  Yale,  aider- 
man  of  Oswestry,  and  on  giving  evidence  in  1577  said  her  age 
was  about  24.  She  and  her  husband  were  buried  at  Oswestry, 
where  there  is  a monument  for  them  in  the  church  ; they  gave 
^100  to  the  poor. 

Alice  Roydon  was  about  1563  married  to  William  Greene, 
son  of  the  sisters’  guardian  John  Greene.  Both  parties  were 
very  young  and  they  never  lived  together.  As  a result  there 
was  in  1577  a suit  at  Chester  for  declaration  of  nullity.  At  the 
time  of  the  suit  Alice  was  described  as  of  the  parish  of  Shock- 
lach.  The  marriage  had  taken  place  at  Holt  and  William  was 
then  sent  to  London  to  school.  Alice  sometime  afterwards  (about 
1 567)  went  to  London  to  consult  with  her  sister  Dorothy,  who 
was  living  in  Carter  Lane,  London,  in  the  house  of  one  Metcalfe 
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the  queen’s  trumpeter.  She  protested  that  she  utterly  abhorred 
Will  iam  and  wished  to  keep  away  from  him,  and  Dorothy 
accordingly  moved  her  about  from  place  to  place,  so  that  William 
could  not  know  where  she  was.  William  defended  the  suit 
“ because  he  would  be  glad  to  have  her  and  her  lands  if  it 
might  be,”  but  no  more  is  heard  of  him,29  and  Alice  married 
Thomas  Yale,  gent.,  at  Shocklach  on  24  Feb.  1578-9.  She 
was  buried  at  Oswestry  15  Jan.  1597-8. 

Anne  the  youngest  sister  married  Robert  Gosling.90 


NOTES 

1 Ministers’  Accts.  (P.R.O.)  1303/9,  for  Holt,  on  behalf  of  the  third  part  owned 
by  John  duke  of  Norfolk.  The  series  of  these  accounts  is  imperfect,  and  those  for 
the  Nevill  and  Lenthal  shares  do  not  seem  to  have  come  into  the  king’s  hands. 
Rodon  probably  acted  for  all  the  lords. 

2 Ministers’  Accts.  1235/16,  20,  etc. 

3 Chester  Recognisance  Rolls  in  Dep.  Keeper’s  Report  xxxvii.  626. 

4 The  Ministers’  Accts.  of  Flintshire  show  that  Rodon  ceased  to  act  when  Edward 
IV.  succeeded.  Edward  ap  Howell  Vaughan  and  others  filled  the  office  for  short 
periods. 

5 Ministers’  Accts.  1 197/5. 

6 Powys  Fadog,  iii.  371. 

7 Land  Revenue  Misc.  Bks.  251  ; Burton,  f.  64,  72 d,  etc.  ; Holt,  f.  5 ; Isycoed, 
f.  9 ; Wrexham,  f.  lO$Xd. 

8 Ministers’  Accts.  1235/3. 

9 Chester  Plea  Roll  177,  m.  18^. 

10  Chester  Recog.  Roll  in  Dep.  Keeper’s  Report  xxxvii.  626. 

11  Ormerod,  Cheshire  (ed.  Helsby),  ii.  796.  Agnes  is  not  mentioned. 

12  Burton  Court  Rolls  at  Eaton  Hall. 

13  Chester  Plea  Roll  163,  m.  33 d ; 164,  m.  47. 

14  P.C.C.,  33  Bennett.  See  above  (p.  201). 

15  Rentals  and  Surveys  (P.R.O.),  portf.  17,  n.  90.  John  Rodon  was  a tenant 
in  Holt  as  early  as  1472  ; Ministers’  Accts.  1235/2. 

18  Ministers’  Accts.  1654  ; John  Alforde  was  his  deputy. 

17  P.C.C.  27  Fetiplace.  See  above  (p.  204). 

18  Ormerod,  Ches.  ii.  686. 
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19  Star  Chamber  Proc.,  I.  f.  49. 

20  Denbigh  Plea  R.  1. 

31  Land  Revenue  Misc.  Bks.  249.  The  surname  varies  : Roydon,  a Rodon, 
ap  Roydon. 

22  Cheshire  Vis.  of  1613  (Harl.  Soc.),  239,  where  she  is  called  dau.  of  John 
Rodon. 

23  Chester  Plea  R.  248,  m.  6,  20. 

24  Close  R.  483  (6  Edw.  VI.,  pt.  6),  m.  44. 

25  Inq.  p.m.,  Wards  and  Liveries,  x.  n.  21. 

26  Descendant  of  Edward  Brereton,  named  above  (p.  207). 

27  P.C.C.,  5 Stevenson. 

28  Land  Revenue  Misc.  Bks.  234. 

29  Chester  Consistory  Court  : William  Greene  v.  Alice  Greene  (Roidon),  1577. 

30  Land  Revenue  Misc.  Bks.  234  ; marginal  note  on  f.  30. 


IV 

ROYDON  OF  HOLT 

i.  Thomas  Rodon,  the  third  son  of  Richard,  appears  to  be  the 
Thomas  who  is  mentioned  several  times  in  the  Rental  of 
1459-60,  Ministers’  Accounts  etc.  In  1447  he  was  farmer  of 
the  tolls  of  Holt  1 and  had  recently  been  bailiff  of  the  borough,2 
of  which  he  was  a burgess.3  About  the  same  time  (1449)  he 
had  land  at  Wrexham,4  where  he  was  chosen  as  their  bailiff 
by  the  English  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  1467, 5 and  where  he 
was  farmer  of  the  tolls  in  1472. 6 An  indistinct  memorandum 
in  the  Rental  cited  states  that  an  official  at  Isycoed  in  1457-8 
misconducted  himself,  beating  the  servants  of  Thomas  Rodon.7 
This  Rental  (f.  5)  records  that  Thomas  held  in  Holt  two 
burgages  (rent  I2d.)  and  various  lands  (rent  57s.);  also  lands 
in  Burton  (f.  63)  and  Dutton  Diffaeth  (f.  37).  In  two  of  his 
holdings  he  was  succeeded,  perhaps  through  a fresh  lease,  by 
John  Rodon  the  serjeant-at-arms.  His  lands  at  Wrexham  are 
also  named  (ff.  103,  105,  107^). 

The  date  of  his  death  is  not  known,  but  was  probably  earlier 
than  1487. 8 According  to  Randle  Holme  he  married  Anne 

daughter  of  Thomas  Crew  of  Holt ; 9 a Welsh  pedigree  gives 
him  for  wife  Margaret  daughter  of  Madoc  Llwyd,  sister  of 
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Agnes  named  above  (in  Roydon  of  Burton).10  The  succession 
from  him  is  very  dubious.  It  has  already  been  noticed  that  in 
1453  Richard  Rodon  son  of  Thomas  Rodon  surrendered  to 
Hugh  Rodon  land  in  Aimer  or  Hopedale.11  If  this  Richard 
was  father  of  Hugh  it  would  provide  a step  in  the  pedigree, 
but  Hugh’s  father  was  probably  dead  in  1448,  when  Isabel 
Rodon  is  mentioned  by  herself.12  On  the  other  hand  if  he 
were  the  nephew  of  Hugh,  he  must  have  been  of  age  and  in 
possession  of  lands  of  which  he  had  power  to  dispose.  This 
would  prove  that  he  could  not  well  have  been  the  Richard  next 
recorded  at  Holt  (see  below),  who  was  living  in  1525.  The 
pedigree  in  the  Llyfr  Silin  is  silent  as  to  any  descendants  of 
Thomas,  and  so  the  way  is  left  open  for  the  discussion  of  the 
alleged  Kingsley  descent,  which  appears  to  have  been  brought 
forward  by  the  Bostocks  who  ultimately  inherited  the  lands  of 
Roydon  of  Holt. 

According  to  this  pedigree,13  for  which  practically  no  corro- 
borative or  rebutting  evidence  has  been  found,  a certain 
[?  Richard]  Kingsley  (of  the  Kingsley  in  Cheshire  family) 

married  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Wettenhall  and  had 

two  sons,  one  of  them  (Thomas)  taking  the  name  of  Wettenhall 
and  settling  at  Nantwich,  and  the  other  (Richard)  leaving  a 
son  Thomas  who  took  the  name  of  Roydon  and  married  the 

daughter  and  heir  of Lee  of  Lea  by  Backford,  and  whose 

son  Richard  married  Anne  Powell  and  left  a daughter  and  heir 
Jane,  through  whom  the  property  came  to  the  Bostocks  as  will 
be  shown  below.  In  another  version  14  of  the  pedigree  two 
generations  more  are  inserted,  making  the  descent  to  be  : 
Richard — son  Richard  de  Kingsley  of  Roydon — son  Thomas — - 
son  Richard — son  Thomas,  who  married  Lee.  It  is  possible 
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that  the  Bostocks  intended  to  make  not  only  their  own  branch 
but  all  the  Roydons  of  this  district  to  be  scions  of  Kingsley. 

The  surname  Kingsley  does  not  appear  to  occur  at  all  in 
the  Holt  district,  so  that  if  there  is  any  truth  in  the  descent 
alleged  the  Richard  Roydon  now  to  be  noticed  must  have 
abandoned  the  use  of  his  family  name  on  settling  here.  The 
supposition  that  he  married  the  heiress  of  the  above  Thomas 
Rodon  and  then  adopted  her  surname  is  possible  ; but  he  may 
have  been  the  male  heir  himself.  There  is  no  evidence. 

2.  Richard  Rodon  was  collector  at  Holt  in  i486,15  bailiff  at 
Isycoed  several  times  between  1515  and  1525  16  and  coroner  of 
Holt  in  1 525. 17  In  this  last  year  Richard  Rodyn  was  fined 
for  an  unjust  complaint  against  Thomas  Cruw  and  Elizabeth 
Cruw,  executrix  of  the  will  of  John  Cruw.18  He  acquired  land 
by  Bulmede  in  Hewlington  in  1501, 19  and  other  land  in  1533.20 
His  wife’s  name  is  not  recorded,  but  he  had  two  sons — Thomas 
and  John,  whose  lines  must  be  traced  separately  (A,  B). 

3 (a).  Thomas  Rodon,  elder  son,  was  born  about  1488,  for 
in  1551  he  stated  his  age  to  be  63. 21  In  1539  he  was  tenant  of 
the  land  by  Bulmede  just  mentioned,22  and  he  occurs  in  the 
records  at  various  times  from  1525  to  1558, 23  when  he  is  named 
as  living  in  his  son  Thomas’s  will.  He  was  a burgess  of  Holt,24 
and  his  estate  there  is  described  in  “ Tidderley’s  Survey  ” 
c.  1546: 25  his  freehold  land  was  held  by  rents  amounting  to 
20s.,  and  his  leasehold,  by  77s.  (ff.  14^,  19 d).  He  is  said  to 

have  married  the  daughter  and  heir  of Lee  of  Lea,  and 

this  very  vague  statement  is  probably  true,  for  it  will  be  seen 
that  his  son  Richard  had  an  estate  in  Lea.  Three  or  four 
children  are  known  : Richard  (see  below),  Thomas,  and 

Elizabeth  and  Jane. 
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Thomas  the  younger  son  tried  his  fortune  at  court.  Practi- 
cally all  that  is  known  of  him  is  derived  from  his  will,  dated 
4 Aug.  1558  and  proved  18  April  1559. 26  The  following  is  an 
abstract  : 

I Thomas  Roydon  of  Westminster,  sick  in  body,  make  my 
will,  leaving  to  my  ghostly  father  I2d.,  to  pray  for  my  soul, 
1 2d.  to  the  high  altar  for  tithes  forgotten  and  I2d.  for  the 
repairs  of  St.  Margaret’s,  Westminster.  To  my  sister  Jane 
Bikerstaf  40  marks,  bedding,  etc.,  in  the  custody  of  her  father 
John  Bikerstaf,  to  whom  I leave  my  gelding,  with  saddle  and 
bridle  ; to  my  brother  John  Bikerstaf  “ towards  the  fynding 
hym  to  scole,”  £6  13s.  4d.  Small  gifts  to  “my  oste  ” and 
“ ostes  ” and  my  friend  Owen.  The  residue  of  my  goods  to 
Alice  Roydon  my  wife,  executrix.  “ In  case  my  said  wife  be 
with  child,  then  the  said  child  shall  have  my  whole  lands  and 
tenements  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  and  in  case  my  wife  be  not 
with  child  then  the  lands  which  I have  of  my  father  Thomas 
Rodon  shall  remain  to  my  said  brother  John  Bikerstaf.” 
Other  legatees  were  “ my  father  Thomas  Roydon,”  “ my  fellow 
John  Roberts,”  a yeoman  of  the  guard,  “ my  godson  Thomas 
Pres(t)land,”  John  Pate,  “ my  cousin  Jane  Fowntaine’s  two 
youngest  daughters.”  To  twenty  poor  people  of  Howlt  20s. 
at  the  oversight  of  Lancelot  Pres(t)land.  “ Where  I have 
bargained  with  my  sister-in-law  Katherine  Wooddall  for  her 
moiety  or  one  part  [of]  all  and  singular  the  landes  to  them 
descended  for  the  sum  of  £20  ; which  said  sum  I will  that  my 
said  wife  shall  be  contented  and  paid  unto  the  said  Katherine 
at  the  day  of  her  marriage.”  Among  sums  due  to  him  was  £ 4 
from  the  queen  for  two  months’  pay — June  and  July. 

It  is  a little  difficult  to  make  out  the  relationships.  His 
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wife  Alice  and  Katherine  Wooddall  were  obviously  sisters  and 
coheirs  ; testator  had  agreed  to  buy  Katherine’s  share,  and 
desired  his  wife  to  complete  the  bargain.  The  sister  and  brother 
Bikerstaf,  with  a father  living,  may  have  been  his  wife’s  half- 
sister  and  brother.  In  1562  John  Bykerstafe  had  land  in 
Eglwsegle  which  had  been  bought  from  John  Rodon  the  elder.27 

Alice  the  widow  afterwards  married  John  Yardley  28  and 
had  a son  Thomas,  who  in  1595  claimed  land  in  Hewlington 
against  John  Roydon  [of  Isycoed]  his  uncle  and  former 
guardian.29  That  he  should  call  this  John  his  uncle  suggests 
that  his  mother  was  descended  from  the  Sibyl  of  1513  who 
married  William  Woodhall.  Whether  or  not  she  bore  a child 
to  her  first  husband  is  not  clear,  but  land  “ which  lately 
belonged  to  John  Rodon  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Rodon  ” is 
mentioned  in  1562. 30  If  this  was  the  son  of  the  younger 
Thomas,  who  could  not,  if  living,  have  been  four  years  old, 
the  “ lately  ” implies  his  death.  John  may  have  been  “ son 
and  heir  ” of  the  elder  Thomas,  but  if  so  no  more  is  recorded 
of  him. 

Elizabeth,  sister  of  Richard  and  Thomas,  is  stated  to  have 
married  Thomas  Crew  of  Holt  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.31 
Jane  daughter  of  Thomas  Roydon  of  Holt  is  named  as  the 
wife  of  David  ap  Evan  of  Isycoed.32 

4 (a).  Richard  Rodon  or  Roydon  was  born  about  1515,  for 
he  was  60  years  old  in  1575. 33  He  is  called  son  of  Thomas 
Roydon  in  the  survey  of  1562, 31  which  also  mentions  his  grand- 
father Richard,35  thus  incidentally  giving  Thomas’s  parentage. 
In  his  father’s  lifetime  he  probably  resided  at  Lea,  where  he 
had  an  estate  (according  to  the  pedigree  quoted  above)  inherited 
from  his  mother.  He  was  described  as  “ of  Lea  ” 1554  to  1561, 
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ROYDON  OF  BROMFIELD 


in  various  Cheshire  documents,36  and  in  1576  Arthur  son  of 
Richard  Rodon  was  buried  at  Backford. 

Lea  by  Backford  was  part  of  the  endowments  of  St. 
Werburgh’s  Abbey,  Chester.  A rental  of  1439—40  shows  that 
the  principal  tenants  were  Hamo  del  Lee  and  Roger  del  Both 
(who  held  what  had  formerly  been  held  by  John  de  Ewlowe)  ; 
the  other  names  were  Barker  (previously  Widnes,  and  later 
Davidson),  Bruyn  (later  Davidson),  Crabwell  (later  Barker), 
Roger  and  Hamo  del  Lee,  and  Molynton  (later  Davidson).37 
A much  later  rental  (1524)  omits  the  successors  of  Lee  and 
Both,  and  records  Kyrke,  Denwall,  Wilson,  Robinson,  Barlow, 
Bryne  and  Low  as  tenants.38  The  Ewlowe-Booth  descent  is 
ascertained  by  that  of  the  manor  of  Little  Neston,  in  which  the 
Roydons  had  no  part  ; 39  but  that  Richard  Roydon  succeeded 
to  the  Lee  estate  is  suggested  by  a Chester  plea  of  1561,  when 
he  had  to  defend  his  right  in  Coghull  and  Tattenhall  against 
Humphrey  Parker,  gent.,  and  Alice  his  wife,  which  Alice  was 
widow  of  John  Lee.40  In  1576  Richard  Roden,  gent.,  gave 
his  estate  in  Lea  and  Lea  Green  to  William  Aimer  and  other 
trustees,41  who  appear  to  have  passed  it  over  to  the  Bostocks.42 
In  1590  Richard  Rodon,  in  conjunction  with  Jane  Bostock, 
then  a widow,  sold  it  to  John  Glaseor,  esq.43 

There  is  little  to  record  of  Richard’s  history.  In  1550  he  was 
accused  of  having  joined  with  others  in  destroying  a house  at 
Hewlington.44  He  occurs  in  the  Plea  Rolls  as  defendant  or 
plaintiff.45  In  1581  he  was  on  the  jury  of  Holt,46  and  in  1589 
was  fined  for  not  making  his  appearance  at  the  local  court.47 
As  above  mentioned  the  Survey  of  1562  refers  to  him  and  gives 
an  account  of  his  holding  in  Holt  (ff.  1,  9),  Hewlington  (f.  59), 
and  Cobham  (f.  63).  This  survey  also  shows  the  descent  of 
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his  lands  to  Lancelot  Bostock  and  his  son  George  Bostock. 
He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Thomas  Powell  of  Horsley  and 
had  six  daughters  : Jane,  who  became  his  heir,  and  Dorothy, 
Maud,  Mary,  Anne  and  Alice,  of  whom  nothing  is  known,  so 
that  probably  they  died  early.48 

5 (a).  Jane  Roydon  married  Lancelot  Bostock,  son  of  Robert 
Bostock  of  Churton.49  Lancelot  was  constable  of  Holt  Castle 
and  one  of  the  Gentleman  Pensioners  of  queen  Elizabeth.50 
He  was  living  in  1576  51  and  1581, 52  but  was  dead  in  1590 
when  Jane  is  described  as  “ widow.”  Yet  her  father  appears 
to  have  been  alive  at  the  time,  though  the  Survey  of  1562  has 
marginal  notes  stating  that  Lancelot  Bostock  succeeded  on 
Richard's  death.  She  made  her  will  9 Feb.  1601—2,  and  was 
buried  at  Holt.53  She  had  a son  and  heir  George  Bostock, 
whose  killing  of  John  Roydon  has  been  told  above  (p.  180).  He 
is  probably  the  author  of  the  story  that  the  Roydons,  or  at  least 
his  mother’s  line,  were  really  Kingsleys,  for  he  it  is  who  would 
give  instructions  to  the  heralds  as  to  his  mother’s  coat  of  arms 
at  her  funeral.  Holme  draws  her  impalement,  adding  the 
remark  : “ This  impaled  with  Bostock  was  made  at  her  funeral 
but  mist.”  54  It  shows  Kingsley  (two  coats),  Wettenhall,  and 
Lee,  which  brings  in  Millington  (or  Mollington),  Ewloe  and 
Crew  ; but  there  is  no  Roydon  coat.  In  other  Bostock  pedi- 
grees it  will  be  noticed  that  Lancelot  Bostock  impales  Kingsley, 
not  Roydon.  Perhaps  it  may  be  gathered  from  all  this  that 
there  was  a feud  between  the  families,  probably  very  bitter  at 
one  time,  and  that  the  Bostocks  refused  to  acknowledge  any 
Roydon  alliance.  George  Bostock  was  still  in  possession  in 
1620, 55  and  died  in  1627  leaving  issue. 

3 (b).  John  Rodon  of  Holt,  son  of  Richard,56  was  aged  60 
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in  155 1,57  and  therefore  born  about  1491.  He  seems  to  be  dis- 
tinguished as  “ king's  valet  ” in  1546,58  but  is  usually  denoted 
as  “ the  elder,”  John  Roydon  of  Isycoed,  son  of  the  serjeant- 
at-arms,  being  “ the  younger.”  A description  of  his  estates 
will  be  found  in  Tidderley’s  Survey,  c.  1546  ; in  some  parcels 
he  seems  to  have  been  succeeded  by  Thomas  and  Richard 
Roydon  (see  ff.  140,  145)  ; possibly  these  were  his  life  estate 
out  of  the  family  inheritance.  Like  Richard  and  Thomas 
Rodyn  (or  Roudyn),  his  father  and  brother,  he  occurs  in  the 
Holt  court  rolls  of  1525  in  various  pleas  ; in  one  case  he  was 
fined  for  not  prosecuting  a suit  and  in  another  for  assault.59 
He  also  joined  in  the  complaint  of  Holt  people  addressed  to  the 
Star  Chamber  in  1531  against  the  closing  of  Maddock’s 
Meadow  in  Hewlington  by  Edward  Byrd.60 

By  his  will,  dated  20  May  and  proved  16  June  1560, 61  he 
left  his  lands  (with  a few  exceptions)  to  his  son  Peter,  who  was 
to  allow  the  younger  son  Hugh  £4  a year  out  of  them.  To  his 
son-in-law  Thomas  Edgeworth  he  left  the  Rough  Croft,  with 
remainder  to  his  son  James  Edgeworth  ; and  to  Dorothy 
Edgeworth  (?  daughter  of  Thomas)  20  nobles.  He  left  another 
parcel  of  land  to  his  son-in-law  John  Roberts,  who  was  also  to 
receive  40s.  for  the  mending  of  the  highv/ay  between  the  Holt 
and  Isycoed.  His  daughters  Rose,  Jane  and  Joan  were  to 
have  20  nobles  apiece.  To  his  wife  Ellen  he  left  ^60  and  a 
life  interest  in  certain  land,  which  would  afterwards  go  to  the 
son  Peter.  He  gave  20s.  to  the  repairs  of  Holt  Church,  20s.  to 
the  poor  of  Wrexham  and  6d.  each  to  the  poor  of  Holt.  The 
executors  were  his  wife  Ellen,  son  Peter,  Thomas  Edgeworth 
and  John  Roberts  ; overseers,  Lancelot  Pres(t)land  and  Randle 
Young.  There  seems  to  have  been  some  dispute  about  the 
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will,  for  Ellen  Roodon,  the  widow,  was  examined  at  Chester 
concerning  it.62 

The  children  are  indicated  in  the  will  ; Joan  may  be  a 
duplication  of  Jane.  For  Peter  see  below.  Hugh  Rodon  was 
fined  in  1589  for  not  appearing  to  do  suit  at  Holt  court.63  Of 
Rose  no  more  is  known.  Jane  had  married  Richard  Fountains 
long  before  the  date  of  the  will,  as  may  be  seen  by  referring  to 
the  will  of  Thomas  Roydon  of  Westminster,  1558.  In  1563 
Richard  and  Jane  Fountains  complained  that  they  could  not 
obtain  payment  of  the  legacy  which  her  father  had  left  to  Jane. 
Edgeworth  replied  that  Richard  was  “a  very  busy  and  trouble- 
some person  and  dwelling  here  in  London,”  whereas  he  himself 
was  a poor  man  living  far  away  ; and  that  Lawrence  Prestland 
had  actually  paid  the  £6  13s.  4d.  and  received  a discharge 
from  Fountains.  This  was,  however,  denied.64  Edgeworth’s 
wife  was  named  Agnes  ; 65  the  name  of  John  Roberts’s  wife  is 
not  known. 

4 (b).  Peter  Rodon  occurs  down  to  1584,  about  which  time 
probably  he  died.  The  lands  which  descended  to  him  from 
his  father  are  described  in  the  Survey  of  1562. 66  In  an  inquiry 
at  Chester  in  1575  as  to  the  will  of  one  Lancelot  Bate,  Richard 
Rodon,  gent.,  of  the  Holt  repeated  a story  he  had  been  told  by 
“ Peter  Rodon  of  the  Holt,  gent.,”  to  the  effect  that  the  curate 
of  Holt  (one  Hugh  Webster),  who  had  made  the  will,  had  told 
him  (Peter)  to  go  to  the  defendants  in  the  case  and  tell  them 
that  if  they  did  not  give  him  (the  curate)  £6  he  would  tell  the 
truth  about  the  forging  of  the  will.  The  curate  was  examined 
and  said  when  he  made  the  will  testator  was  dying,  but  he 
seemed  to  be  of  good  memory.67  Peter  Rodon  does  not  seem 
to  have  been  called.  In  1583  he  is  described  as  “ of  Esclusham, 
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gent.”  68  His  wife  Ellen  was  aged  19  in  1551  when  she  gave 
evidence.69 

5 (b).  Owen  Rodon  seems  to  be  the  only  child  of  Peter’s 
recorded.  He  was  30  years  of  age  in  1585, 70  and  therefore 
born  about  1555.  His  father  made  over  to  him  most  of  his 
lands  in  1583. 71  He  was  defendant  to  a claim  for  debt  in 
1 586, 72  but  died  before  1589,  when  his  son  and  heir  John  was 
under  age.73  Alice  Rodon,  widow,  mentioned  at  the  same 
court  under  Isycoed,  may  have  been  Owen’s  second  wife.74 

6 (b).  John  Rodon  probably  died  early.  His  sister  Elizabeth 
is  said  to  have  been  the  heir.  She  married  Lawrence  Welles 
of  Holt,  and  in  1620  Lawrence  Welles  held  lands  in  Holt, 
Morton  and  Isycoed,  formerly  belonging  to  Peter  Royden.75 

It  thus  appears  that  the  Roydons  of  Burton  and  Holt  had 
died  out  in  the  male  line  before  1600,  unless  the  above-named 
Hugh,  brother  of  Peter,  left  issue.  There  were,  however,  other 
Roydons  in  Holt  and  district,  who  were  probably  offshoots  of 
earlier  generations,  but  as  their  parentage  is  not  given  it  is 
impossible  to  place  them  in  the  pedigrees,  or  even  to  decide 
whether  Roydon  was  an  inherited  or  an  adopted  surname. 
The  following  names  have  been  noticed. 

Henry  Rodyn’s  pinfold  at  Gresford  was  broken  by  William 
ap  Roger  in  1525. 76 

The  Holt  tenants  of  1535  who  had  right  of  pasturage  on 
Rough  Moor  and  Maddock’s  Moor  included  Ellen  Roydon, 
widow  (?  of  Richard),  and  Edward  Roydon,77  in  addition  to 
John  Roydon  the  elder,  who  has  been  mentioned  above  as  a 
complainant  in  the  matter.  George  Roydon  is  named  as 
formerly  tenant  of  land  in  Hewlington  which  passed  to  Francis 
and  Alice  Pickering  and  then  was  acquired  by  David  Speed, 


ROYDON  OF  HOLT 


223 


who  owned  it  in  1620. 7 8 In  1650  another  George  Roydon  was 
occupying  a cottage  on  the  waste  at  Holt.79  He  may  be  the 
George  mentioned  in  the  following  will. 

Thomas  Royden  of  Holt,  husbandman,  made  his  will 
22  Feb.  1655-6,  and  it  was  proved  on  the  following  3rd  of 
July.  He  left  small  legacies  to  Thomas,  Roger  and  Anne, 
children  of  George  Royden  deceased  ; to  his  own  brother 
Owen  Royden  ; to  Elizabeth  widow  of  Richard  Royden  ; and 
to  friends.  He  made  his  wife  Ellen  executrix  and  residuary 
legatee.80 

Richard  Royden  of  Castle  Street,  Holt,  occurs  in  1663  ; 
and  in  the  Holt  borough  books  in  1732  is  the  record  of  a plea 
of  debt  : Roger  Royden  and  John  Royden  v.  George  Royden. 
A George  Roydon  was  tenant  at  Bieston  in  1731.  Mary 
daughter  of  William  Roydon  was  baptized  at  Holt  on  1 Feb. 
1 739-40,  and  John  son  of  Thomas  Roydon  and  Anne  his 
wife  on  13  July  1762. 81 

Richard  Roydon,  servant  to  George  Bostock,  occurs  in  the 
district  in  1630.82  He  may  be  the  Richard  named  in  the  will 
just  quoted  ; so  also  the  brother  Owen  may  be  Owen  father 
of  the  Thomas  Roydon  baptized  at  Wrexham  on  24  Nov. 
1635. 83  William  Roydon  was  buried  at  Wrexham  12  July 
1670 ; Jane  Roydon  of  the  Abbot  Land  (Wrexham  Abbot) 
on  7 January  1682-3  > Mrs.  Elizabeth  Roydon,  spinster,  10 
Jan.  1752.  “ Mrs.  Roydon”  about  1719  gave  £1  is.  to  the 

school  at  Berse,  near  Wrexham.84 

At  Isycoed  the  name  recurs  from  time  to  time.  Robert 
Roydon  of  “ Escoyd  ” was  buried  at  Holt  19  Aug.  1721. 
John  Roydon  and  Mary  Pritchard  were  married  at  Holt  on 
2 July  1762,  and  are  no  doubt  the  John  and  Mary  Roydon 
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whose  children  Anne  and  John  were  baptized  at  Isycoed  on 
4 July  1763,  and  9 Feb.  1766  respectively.  A Jane  Roydon 
was  buried  there  in  December  1767.  John  Roydon  of  Isycoed 
was  buried  at  Holt  on  12  July  1818,  aged  77,  and  Mary 
Roydon  of  Isycoed  on  25  Dec.  1819,  aged  25. 
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3 Ministers’  Accts.  1234/14. 
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5 J.  Y.  W.  Lloyd,  Powys  Fadog,  ii.  81,  84.  William  Rodon  was  one  of  his 
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6 Ministers’  Accts.  1235/16. 

7 Land  Revenue  Misc.  Bks.  251,  on  the  old  cover  at  the  end. 
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John  Roydon  and  other  tenants  of  Holt  he  joined  in  1531  in  a complaint  about  the 
closing  of  Maddock’s  Pasture  ; Star  Chamber  Proc.  I.  56. 


ROYDON  OF  HOLT 


225 


24  Chester  Plea  Roll  255,  m.  15,  17  ; plaintiff  in  1547. 

25  Land  Revenue  Misc.  Books,  249. 

26  P.C.C.,  9 Chayney. 

27  Land  Revenue  Misc.  Bks.  234,  f.  80. 

28  Denbigh  Plea  R.  29  (1563)  : John  Yerdeley  and  Alice  his  wife,  executrix 
of  the  will  of  Thomas  Roydon  of  Westminster  v.  John  Carden  of  Acton,  concerning 
a bond  by  Carden  to  Roydon  dated  27  May  1558. 

29  Exchequer  Bills  and  Answers,  Eliz.,  Chester,  n.  88  ; Exchequer  Depositions, 
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53  Harl.  MS.  2040,  f.  28;  the  date  of  death  is  wrongly  given  as  6 April  1601. 
Her  will  is  at  Chester. 

54  Harl.  MS.  2040,  f.  28. 

55  Norden's  Survey,  Harl.  MS.  3696,  f.  5 1 d.  His  will  is  at  Chester. 

56  Tidderley’s  Survey,  Land  Revenue  Misc.  Bks.  249,  f.  25  (in  Ridley). 

57  Court  of  Requests,  bdle.  17,  n.  60. 

58  Tidderley’s  Survey,  f.  \<\d : “ John  Roydon  the  elder,  valet  of  the  king.” 

58  Court  Rolls  (P.R.O.),  226/42. 

60  Star  Chamber  Proc.,  I.,  f.  48  on. 

61  P.C.C.,  37  Mellershe. 

63  Chester  Consistory  Court. 

63  Court  Rolls,  226/44. 

64  Chanc.  Proc.,  Series  II.,  64/71,  and  469/64. 

65  Survey  of  1562,  Land  Revenue  Misc.  Bks.  234,  f.  9. 

66  Ibid.  f.  6,  etc. 

67  Chancery  Depos.,  Eliz.-Chas.  I.,  B.  56/9. 
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69  Court  of  Requests,  bdle.  17,  n.  60. 

70  Chancery  Depos.,  Eliz.-Chas.  I.,  B.  50/13.  Owen  Roydon  is  described  as 
of  Cross-Yockyn  (in  Holt),  gent. 

71  This  is  stated  in  the  marginal  notes  to  the  Survey  of  1562. 

72  Denbigh  Plea  R.  75. 

73  Court  Rolls  226/44.  A relief  of  10s.  was  due  to  the  queen. 
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Roydon. 
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Aaron  the  Jew,  9 
Abergavenny^  83 

Abergavenny  (Burgaveny),  Lord,  99,  103,  166 

“ Aclant,”  9 

Acton,  70 

Adam,  William,  46 

Addlesdon,  142 

Adkins  Mill,  Wandsworth,  13 1 
Albons,  Manor  of,  96 
Aldford,  Jenkyn,  204 

John,  201 

Aieyn,  Nicholas,  121 

Allington,  Co.  Denbigh,  172,  177,  179 

Aimer,  near  Holt,  172 

Aimer,  William,  208,  218 

Almour  [Aylmer],  John,  207 

Katherine,  207 

Alofe,  Elizabeth,  128 

William,  128 

Alton,  Wiltshire,  22,  23,  34 
Ames,  John,  183 
Amesbury,  Prioress  of,  34 
Andrewe,  Richard,  69 
Andrews,  John,  75 
Angod,  William,  15 
Anstis,  John,  Garter,  57 
Ap  David,  Hoell,  172 
Ap  David  ap  Jevan,  Griffith,  17 1 
Ap  David  ap  Tegin,  Richard,  175 
Ap  Eignus,  Edward,  184 
Ap  Evan,  David,  216 
Ap  Hoell,  Llewelyn  Goz,  168 
Ap  Howel  Fychan,  Ellis,  208 
Ap  Iolyn  goch,  John,  202,  203,  204 

Thomas,  204 

Ap  Jevan  ap  Eden,  Griffith,  206 
Ap  Jevan  Gam,  Kenwric,  174 
Ap  John,  Margaret,  183 
Ap  John  Philipp,  Griffith,  180 
Ap  Jorwerth,  Madoc,  168 
Ap  Madoc,  Jollyn,  168 
Ap  Madoc  ap  Iolyn,  David,  204 


Ap  Madoc  ap  Jevan,  David,  204 
Ap  Madoc  ap  Jevan  Llwyd,  Griffith,  172 
Ap  Madoc  vychan,  John,  202,  204 
Ap  Roger,  William,  222 
Ap  William  ap  Madoc  Goch,  John,  178 
Araz,  Richard,  49 

Arms  of  Filliol,  impaling  Reyrnes,  31 
of  Roydon,  Robert,  56 
of  Roydon,  Robert  of  Devon,  151 
of  Roydon,  Thomas,  57,  58,  59 
of  Roydon,  impaling  Ingoldthorpe,  84 
of  Roydon  of  Battersea,  130 
of  Roydon  of  Isycoed,  164,  176,  195 
of  Roydon  of  Pyrford,  141 

. See  others,  20,  57,  58 

Arundel,  Humphrey,  Earl  of,  27 
— — -John,  Earl  of,  27 

Thomas,  Earl  of,  165 

Asa,  Robert,  41 
Asketil,  Richard,  41 
Astle,  Dorothy,  186 

— Edward,  186,  199 

Atwell,  John,  136 

Auvilers,  Bartholomew  de,  6 

Aylesford  [Axleforde],  98,  106,  no,  1x2,  1 

Baddow,  Great  and  Little,  122 
Badele,  Sir  Geoffrey  de,  1 5 
Badingham,  23 
Baker,  Sir  John,  98,  101 
Balcorahilig,  David  de,  1 1 

Euphemia,  1 1 

Baldewyne,  Walter,  45 
Ball,  Mary,  192 
Bankworth,  John,  181 

Richard,  181,  185 

— — - Robert,  18 1 

Rose,  181 

Bardolf,  Floria,  31 

Thomas,  31 

Barle,  Henry,  79 

Banning  [Barmyng],  98,  106,  110,  112 
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Barnabee,  Katherine,  71 
Baroun,  Fulk  de,  45 
Barrow,  Thomas,  207 
Bate,  Lancelot,  221 
Bath,  Sir  John  de,  21 
Batha,  Ranulph,  202 
Batingham,  25 

Battersea  [Batrichesay,  Batterychesey],  119- 
138,  140,  144 

Church,  134-137 

Bauburgh,  Norfolk,  34 
Baylie,  John,  144 
Beauchamp,  Joan,  165 

John  de,  156 

Richard,  165 

William,  165 

Beckenham,  137 
Bedham,  John,  78 
Bedingfeld,  Sir  Adam  de,  41 
Bedwall,  Co.  Denbigh,  184 
Belet,  Lora,  33 
Bellot,  Alice,  207 

Thomas,  207 

Belstead,  Suffolk,  49 
Belsted,  Lora,  18,  22 

Robert  de,  18,  22 

Bendish,  Richard,  69 
Bentle,  76,  77 
Bentley  [Bentleghe],  29,  46 
Beresford,  Adam,  191 
Ellen,  191 

Bergholt  [Berkholte],  East,  4,  28,  44 
Berisford,  Michael,  102 
Berkholt,  Walter  de,  45 
Berkingge,  John  de,  28,  44 
Berryman,  Elizabeth,  140 

Thomas,  142 

Best,  George,  128 
Bethom,  Manor  of,  154 
Bexley,  155 
Bigge,  Edward,  86 
Bigod,  Roger,  10 
Bikerstaf,  Jane,  215,  216 

John,  215,  216 

Bird,  Mrs.  Anne,  147 

Birling  [Byrlyng],  98,  106,  HO,  112,  166 

Bishop,  William,  142 

Blakeditch  lands,  124 

Blount,  Edmund,  51,  52 

Edward,  181,  182,  183 

Elizabeth,  51,  52,  181,  182 

Blowers,  Johanne,  66 
Bohun,  Cecily,  33 

Sir  John  de,  33 

William,  Earl  of  Northampton,  50 

Bolingbroke,  Henry,  Viscount,  130 


Bonde,  Nicholas,  25 
Bonsey,  124 
Borne,  Anne,  186 

Thomas,  186 

Bostock,  George,  180,  219,  223 

Jane,  218,  219,  225 

Lancelot,  219,  225 

Robert,  219 

Both,  Roger  del,  218 
Botiller,  Richard,  135 

Thomas  le,  47 

Botingham,  Amice  de,  25,  44 

Henry  de,  25,  44 

Bourgchier,  Thomas,  77 
“ Bourlaunde  ” in  Wykes,  50,  53 
Bowthorp,  Norfolk,  23,  25,  26,  34 
Boxford,  Suffolk,  9 
Boxley,  1 10 

Abbot  of,  1 54 

Boxtede,  Richard  de,  47,  76 

Bradbourne,  67,  91 

Brademere,  Alice  or  (?  Aubrey),  10 

Geoffrey  de,  10 

Braham  (Brame),  John  de,  34 

Roger,  34 

William  de,  45 

Branford,  Alan  de,  16,  41 
Braunch,  Katherine,  54,  75 

William,  54,  75 

Bray,  Christian,  142 
— — - Elizabeth,  142 

William,  140,  142 

Brent  Wenham.  See  Wenham 
Brereton,  Edward,  179,  207 

Elizabeth,  207 

Owen,  208 

Randle,  197 

Breton,  John,  78 
Brett  (Breton),  River,  3 
Brette,  William,  72 
Bridge  Court,  Manor  of,  126 
Bridges,  Elizabeth,  195 

Henry,  195 

Broken  Wharf,  London,  173 
Brokesborn,  Elizabeth,  51 

Sir  John  de,  51 

Robert  de,  51 

Bromeleye,  John,  75 
Bromfield,  165-169,  183,  202 
Bromley,  Kent,  122,  137 
Brompton,  Richard  de,  70 
Broughton,  Margaret,  182,  207 

Morgan,  182 

Browne,  William,  123 
Browning,  Elizabeth,  145 
Henry,  145 
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Bruen  [Bruyn],  Anne,  203 

Sir  Anthony,  208 

Leonard,  204 

Brumpton  (Brompton),  Alice,  22,  29 

A vice,  29 

Richard  de,  22,  29 

Thomas,  22,  25,  29 

Brunes  croft,  38,  39 
Bryan,  Alice,  26,  27,  53 

Elizabeth,  27 

Sir  Guy,  26,  27 

Buckingham,  Edward,  Duke  of,  12 
Bulbek,  Viscount,  80 
Bulmede,  214 

Bures  St.  Mary,  Parish  of,  25 
Bures,  Alice,  26,  27,  32,  47 

Andrew  de,  26,  31,  32,  33,  34 

Henry,  26,  59 

James  de,  25 

- — - Robert,  25,  26,  59 

estate,  52 

— — family,  8,  23,  48 
Burgaveny.  See  Abergavenny 
Burham,  98,  106,  no 
Burley,  Nicholas,  140 
Burnham  (Norfolk),  9 
Burnt  Wenham.  See  Wenham 
Burstall,  50 

Burton,  174,  177,  205-210,  212 
Burton,  Anne,  89,  95,  109 

Nicholas,  95,  108 

Burward,  John,  78 
Butler,  Richard,  123 
Byfleet,  139,  142,  143 
Byrd,  Edward,  220 
Byrne,  Anthony,  201 
Ralph,  173,  201 

Cade’s  rebellion,  120 
Cambridge,  Caius  College,  29 
Capel  [Capelles],  28,  47,  76,  77 
Capravilla,  Caravilla.  See  Cherville 
Carden,  John,  225 
Castell  Bernard,  Sir  William  de,  25 
Castle  Baynard  Ward,  London,  51,  74 
Cater,  Rebecca,  148 
Catlin,  Edmund,  88 

[Catlyn,  Cattelenn],  George,  86,  88,  93, 

114 

Hugh  [Hew],  85,  87,  88,  95,  100,  108, 

109,  1 14 

Margaret,  86,  95,  97,  99,  101,  106,  109, 

no,  112,  114 

Valentine,  88 

Cecil,  Sir  William,  126 
Chamberleyn,  Richard,  154 


Chambers,  Anne,  180 

Richard,  180 

Chapman,  John,  74 
Chart  Manor,  89 
Charters — 

Ramsey,  72-82 
Raydon,  15,  23,  38-47 
Chattisham  [Chedestan],  25,  50 
Chaunterel,  Robert,  46,  74 
Chedeston.  See  Chattisham 
Chertsey,  139,  142,  146,  156 
Cherville  [Capravilla,  Caravilla,  Chevervill, 
Chevrevill,  Karavill] , Adam  de,  21,  22, 
30,  33,  45 

Alice,  21,  28 

Christiana,  22,  45,  46 

Hugh,  6,  38,  39 

John  de,  42-45 

Ralph  de,  6,  7,  14,  39,  40 

William  de,  6,  II,  17,  21,  22,  24,  38,  41, 

42,  43 

Cholmondeley  [Chomley],  Richard,  172,  201 

— — Robert,  Lord,  183 

Christ  Church,  Newgate  Street,  London,  189 

Chubbe,  Robert,  152 

Clapham,  127,  128 

Clare,  Earl  of  Hertford  and  Gloucester,  5 

Clavering,  Sir  John  de,  34 

Clerke  [Clercke,  Clarke],  85,  100,  109 

Clifton,  Jane,  59 

Clopton,  77 

Clopton,  Elizabeth,  62 

John,  62 

Cobham,  Isycoed,  177,  184 
Coke,  John,  54 
Colchester,  Abbot  of,  62 

Ellis  de,  7 

Joan,  n 

Walter  de,  11,  21 

Cold  Norton  Manor,  Essex,  21 
Cole,  William,  57 
Colne  Engayne,  29 
Colne,  Simon  de,  46 
Colyn  [Colyns],  John,  46 

Simon,  124 

Cornerth,  Angot  de,  6,  18 

Coryer,  Margaret,  201 

Cotton  [Cotoun],  John  de,  45,  46,  49,  50 

Coussmaker,  John,  147 

Coyney,  Catherine,  191 

Charles,  191 

Creeting  All  Saints,  Suffolk,  7 1 
Crekettes,  in  Witham,  65 
Cressener,  Alexander,  56 

Ralph,  77 

Cressyng,  64,  65,  66 
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Crew  [Crue],  Anne,  212 

Edward,  1S1 

Elizabeth,  214,  216 

Joan,  181 

John, 214 

Thomas,  19S,  212,  214,  216 

Criket,  Robert,  64.  See  Crekettes 
Crockford,  Maurice,  144 
William,  145 

Cromer  [Crowmer],  George,  103,  105 

James,  103 

Cruestede,  William  de,  45 
Cuddesdon  Manor,  157 
Culynge,  107 

Curbern  [Curbn],  Ralph,  40 
Curtoun,  Ralph,  74 
Cutfeu,  Ralph,  121 

Dacre,  Lord,  86 

Dacres,  Lady,  99 

Darnel,  Robert,  45 

Damyon,  William,  66 

Darell  [Darrell],  Henry,  92,  1 1 3,  114 

Mary,  86,  88,  95,  97,  100,  101,  106,  109, 

no,  112,  114 

Thomas,  88,  92,  95,  100,  108,  109,  113 

David,  Humphrey,  207 

Margaret,  207 

Davies,  Dorothy,  185,  190 

Elizabeth,  179 

Jane,  178 

John,  178,  179 

Richard,  179 

Thomas,  190 

Dawe,  Richard,  135 
Deane,  Anne,  186 

John,  186 

Richard,  186 

Dedham,  Thomas  de,  42 

Delahay,  Ann,  86,  97,  99,  101,  106,  no,  112 

George,  89 

Katherine,  91 

Nevill,  88,  89,  109,  112,  114 

Dembold,  63,  66 
Denbigh,  Eliz.,  198 
Dentun,  Herbert  de,  40 
Dereward,  Elias,  75 
Dering,  Elizabeth,  91 

Margaret,  86,  90 

Richard,  91 

Develin,  John,  25 

Devon,  150-55 

Digby,  Everard,  88,  93,  114 

Margaret,  93,  114 

Dinant,  Alda  (or  Albreda)  de,  7 
— Rose,  7 


Doddington,  S3,  103 
Downe,  Manor  of,  1 20 
Draitune,  Herebert  de,  41 
Drewe,  Jane,  140 
Drurye,  Geoffrey,  72 
Ducworth,  Ralph,  202 
Dudley,  Sir  John,  108 
Dunstall,  112 

Durham,  Richard,  Bishop  of,  154 
Durward,  John,  78,  79 
Dutton,  Alice,  206 

John,  206 

Peter,  206 

Dutton  Diffaeth,  212 
Dyham,  Thomas  de,  43 
Dymocke,  William,  208 

East  Peckham.  See  Peckham,  East 
Edgeworth,  Agnes,  221 

Dorothy,  220 

James,  220 

Jane,  221 

Thomas,  220 

Ednyfed  of  Dyffryn  Clwyd,  172 
Edow,  Dorothy,  178 

Roger,  178 

Edward  IV.,  55 
Edwards,  Robert,  192,  193 
Eglwsegle,  207,  216 
“ Elfricesland,”  12 
Elyott,  Richard,  124 
Embersome,  John,  127 
Emmett,  Robert,  144 
Erwarton,  6 
Esclusham,  207 
Estbarmynge.  See  Barming 
Estfarelyghe.  See  Farleigh,  East 
“ Estonegosebekes,”  22 
Eudo  the  King’s  dapifer , 4 
Eustace,  Count  of  Boulogne,  4 
Everard,  Henry,  157 
“ Everewardeston,”  6 
Ewlowe,  John  de,  218 
Eyton,  Hugh,  175 
Jane,  175 

Fane,  Elizabeth,  97,  109 

George,  101 

Richard,  96,  101 

Farleigh,  East  [Estfarelyghe],  101 
Farningham,  156 
Farrers,  Edward,  103 
Feild,  Alice,  140 

Christian,  140 

Henry,  140,  142 

Joan, 140 
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Felfure,  Elizabeth,  146 
Fiennes,  Thomas,  86 
Figheldean,  Wiltshire,  23 
Filliol,  Cecily,  33 

Sir  John,  32 

John,  33 

Margery,  32,  33,  51 

family,  Arms  of,  31 

Fitton,  Bartholomew,  178 

Dorothy,  178 

Fitz-Alan  family,  165 
Fitz-Rauf,  John,  26 
Fitzwalter  of  Baynard  Castle,  48 
Flockton,  25 

Flosford,  Will,  de,  43,  44 
Flower,  Jane,  159 
Foreholt,  John  de,  42,  44 

Thomas  de,  42,  43 

Forster,  George,  68 

Fortune  (Roydon  Hall,  East  Peckham),  Manor 
of,  87,  88,  95,  96,  108,  109,  1 14,  1 15 
Foster,  Dorothy,  182 

Hugh,  182 

Susanna,  186 

Thomas,  182,  186 

Fountains  [Fowntaine],  Jane,  221 

John,  215 

Richard,  221 

Fowlkes  Manor,  89 

Framlingham  [Framelyngham],  23,  25,  75 
Freckingham,  Eleanor,  189 
— — - Richard,  189 

Freston,  23,  28,  46,  47,  53,  66,  76,  77 
Freston,  Michael  de,  22 

Thomas,  22 

Frowyk,  Henry,  78 
Fucher,  Gilbert,  41 
Fuller,  Richard,  112 
Fulslo,  Geoffrey  de,  30 

Gamull,  Edmund,  225 
Garbotlesham,  Richard  de,  25 
Garrett,  Francis,  138 

John,  67 

Gay  ton,  George,  131 

Jane,  131 

Geddeworth,  Robert  de,  72 
Geoffrey  the  clerk,  43 
Gernoun,  John,  75 
Gerrard,  Gilbert,  126 
Giffard,  Sir  William,  72 
Gilbert,  Count,  5 
Gilbert,  clerk  of  Theie,  6,  39 
Glaseor,  John,  218,  225 
Godyng,  William,  155 
Golding,  Arthur,  67,  68,  91 


Golding,  Elizabeth,  86,  88,  90,  114 
— — Henry,  68 

Sir  Thomas,  67,  90 

Ursula,  67 

Goldington,  Will,  de,  45 

Gonevil  [Gunvyll],  Edmund  de,  founder  of 
Gonville  College,  Cambridge,  29,  46,  76 
Gooday,  Henry,  68 

Joan,  68 

Gore,  James,  105 

Gore  [Goore]  Manor,  83,  96,  97,  100,  104, 
105,  no,  1 14 
Goring,  Jane,  142 
Gosling,  Robert,  210 
Goyb,  Peter  le,  16,  41 
Ric.  le,  16,  41 

Grandison,  Oliver  St.  John,  Viscount,  129 
Greene,  Alice,  208 

John,  208 

William,  208 

Gregory,  Elizabeth,  145,  146 

Nicholas,  128 

Oliver,  145,  146 

Thomas,  128 

Gregos  [Greygos],  Miles,  24,  44,  45 
Grenefeld,  John,  77 
Gresford,  177,  203,  204 

Church,  173,  176 

Grevile,  Thomas,  152 
Grey,  Sir  William,  108 
Greygoose  Croft,  31 
Greygos.  See  Gregos 
Griffith,  Robert,  177 
Gros  [Grose],  Thomas  le,  75 

William  le,  72 

Groue,  John  atte,  75 
— — John  de  la,  72 
Grys,  John  le,  1 1 
Guldeford,  Richard,  1 54 
Gunvyll.  See  Gonevil 

Gwenhwyfar,  daughter  of  Richard  ap  David, 

J75 

Gwernfynnon  in  Yale,  176 

H.  the  chaplain,  40 
Hade,  Nicholas  de,  8 

Hadleigh  [Hadleye],  23,  25,  28,  32,  47,  50, 
60,  66,  76,  77 

Hadlow,  97,  98,  106,  no,  in,  112 
Hakebeck,  Adam  de,  7 

Mary  (or  Margery),  7 

Hall  [Hawle]  Place,  Kent,  98,  100,  106,  107, 
no,  114 
Hall,  Anne,  69 

Jane,  185 

-William,  139 
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Hanifateham  dc  Forholt,  Alan  de,  43 
Hanmer,  Sir  Edward,  206 

Jerome,  190 

Margaret,  206 

Harblvnd,  John,  64 
Hare,  John,  180 
Harleston,  Rob.,  77 

Harres  [Harreys,  Harrys],  Elizabeth,  136 
13~ 

Nicholas,  124,  136,  137 

Harris,  Anne,  191,  192 

Richard,  192 

Harvest,  Anne,  147 

Richard,  147 

Hastingges,  Richard  de,  51 

Hastynges,  63 

Haverhill,  Essex,  82 

Hawthorn,  Richard,  135 

Hayton,  Katherine,  131 

Hebbek,  Thomas,  79 

Hegham.  See  Higham 

Heiwoode,  Jane,  138 

“ Helles  ” in  Raydon,  24 

Hereford,  Earl  of,  26,  33 

Heron  [Herne],  Alice,  86,  92,  101,  no 

Thomas,  95 

William,  92,  100,  108,  109 

Hewlington,  in  Holt,  177,  180 
Higginson,  Elizabeth,  192,  193 

William,  192 

Higgons,  Elizabeth,  187 

Thomas,  187,  188 

Higham  [Hegham],  28,  47,  77 
Hilrich,  Hugh,  44 
Hintlesham,  23,  25,  49,  50 
Hobart,  James,  61 
Holbrook,  28 
Holcroft,  Ann,  128 

Geoffrey,  128 

Henry,  127,  128 

Joan,  126,  127,  128,  129 

— — -Thomas,  126,  128 

William,  127,  128 

Holebrok,  Alice,  49 

John  de,  33,  49 

— Roger  de,  II,  21,  35 

William  de,  33 

Holgate,  Elizabeth,  128 
Holt,  Co.  Denbigh,  173,  174,  180,  183,  195 
203,  205,  212-224 
Holt,  Will,  de  le,  43,  45 
Holtford,  Sir  John,  204 
Holton,  16,  23,  24,  28,  41,  47,  76,  77 
Holy  Trinity,  Ipswich,  23 
Homlane,  John  de,  43 
Hone,  Jeffrey,  140 


Hontindon.  See  Huntingdon 
Honychild  Manor,  90 
Hopedale,  172 
Horsell,  139 

Houland,  Thomas  de,  26 
Huddesfeld,  William,  150 
Hugh,  Jane,  187 

John,  187 

Hugh  the  clerk,  40 
Hugh  the  clerk  del  Pand,  39 
Hughes,  Charles,  193,  195 

Charlotte,  195 

Christopher,  198 

Edward,  182,  198 

Elizabeth,  195 

Jane,  195 

John  Roydon,  194 

— — - Robert,  193,  194 

Thomas,  193,  194 

Huntingdon  [Hontindon],  Euphemia,  1 1,  21 

John  de,  11,21 

Hustewayte,  Thomas,  64 

Iden,  William,  85 
Ineworthe,  John  de,  74 
Inglosthorp,  Will,  de,  45 
Ingoldesthorpe,  Sir  Thomas  de,  27 
Insula,  Robert  de,  21 

Ipswich  [Ippeswych],  23,  50,  56,  59,  69,  78 

Friars  of,  60 

Iswyn,  Anthony,  152 

Isycoed,  near  Holt  (Denb.),  169,  171,  177, 
184,  203,  205,  207 

Jackson,  alias  Rydon,  Henry,  138 
Jaggard,  Isaac,  182 
Jarrett  (or  Garrett),  Francis,  138 
Jenkyns,  John,  188 

Margaret,  1 88 

— — - Martha,  188,  189 

Jeven,  John,  172 

John  the  clerk,  43,  44 

John  the  smith,  46 

John  the  tailor  of  Wrentham,  25 

Jones,  Charles,  194 

Hugh,  180 

— — Jane,  178,  194 

Richard,  177,  178 

Joy,  John,  60 

Karavill.  See  Cherville 
Keche,  William,  150 
Kendale,  William,  136 
Kerebrok,  Richard  de,  9 
Kervyll,  Cristyan  of,  76 
Kettelberg,  25 
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Kinardsley  of  Locksley,  191 
King  [Kynge],  Henry,  136 

Robert,  136,  137 

Kingham,  Oxfordshire,  7 
Kingsley,  Richard,  213 

— family,  2 1 9 

Kirbie,  Alice,  179 

Thomas,  179 

Kirketon,  John  de,  72 
Knight,  John,  125 
Knight’s  Hill,  Norwood,  125 
Knyvett  [Knevet],  Anne,  81 

Edward,  62,  71,  81 

— — Elizabeth,  81 

Sir  John,  81 

Margaret,  62 

Thomas,  62 

Thomasine,  62 

- — family,  54 
Kokesmere,  Raydon,  16,  41 
Kynge.  See  King 

Lady  Acre,  Clapham,  128 
Laffham.  See  Layham,  Leyham 
Lambert,  Margaret,  135 
Lancaster,  Duchy  of,  5 
Lancelot,  Jane,  186 

John,  186 

Langestrette,  Raydon,  41 
Langford,  John,  178 

Sibyl,  178 

Langham,  66 
Langley,  Henry,  56,  78 
Launche,  Henry,  72 
Laurans,  John,  155 
Lauton,  William,  202 
Layer  Marney,  66 

Layham  [Laffham,  Leygham,  Leyham],  4, 
16,  23-26,  28,  30,  47,  50,  70,  72,  76,  77 
Lea,  by  Backford,  216,  218 
Leache,  John,  127 
Leddall,  Jane,  131 
Lee,  Alice,  218 

Hamo  del,  218 

John,  218 

Leham.  See  Leyham 
Leighs  (Essex),  8,  14,  59 
Lenthal,  Edmund,  165,  169,  170 

John,  169 

Margaret,  165 

Sir  Roland,  165 

Leonius  the  clerk,  43 
Lewisham,  137 

Leygham,  Leyham.  See  Layham 
Leyham  [Laffham,  Leham],  Bartholomew, 
40 


Leyham,  Matthew  de,  7,  14,  39,  40 

Sir  Peter  de,  41,  42 

Reginald  de,  39 

Robert  de,  6,  7,  14,  39,  40 

Simon,  40 

Thomas,  40 

— — - William,  6,  7,  39 
Lindholt,  Robert  de,  40 

William  de,  9,  40 

Lipscum,  Anne,  127 
Lisle  [Lile],  Lord,  204 
Little  Bukelege,  Raydon,  16,  41 
Little  Neston,  218 
Little  Ramseys,  66 
Lloit,  Jevan,  172 
Lloran  estates,  187-189 
Lloyd,  Anne,  185,  189 

John,  185,  189 

Llwyd,  Agnes,  205,  213 

Madoc,  205,  212 

Margaret,  212 

Lomewodd,  otherwise  Bromes,  95,  96,  108, 
no,  1 14,  1 15 
Lotun  [Lutun],  Alice,  10 

Ralph,  16,  42,  43,  44 

Thomas,  10,  41 

William  de,  10,  16 

Love,  Margaret,  92 
Lovell,  Elizabeth,  27 

Matilda,  27 

Robert,  27 

Lowther,  Lancelot,  204 
Lucas,  John,  67 

Mary,  67 

Luter,  John,  1 7 1 , 172,  205 
Lutun.  See  Lotun 
Luyteley,  Alexander,  168 
Lyme,  Norfolk,  75 
Lynn,  54 

Lyster,  Thomas,  193 

Malevery,  Gilbert,  176 

Gwen,  176 

— — - Margaret,  176 

Mandeville  [Mandavill],  Geoffrey  de,  5,  6, 

38 

Petronilla  de,  6,  38 

Ralph  de,  6,  7,  38,  39 

Manley,  Nicholas,  201 
Manning,  John,  151 
Marberye,  John,  208 
Marche,  Alice,  37 

William  de  la,  37 

Mark’s  Tey,  Essex,  6 
Marshall,  William,  152 
Martel,  John,  75 
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Martin,  Henry,  143 

Jane,  143 

Massy,  John,  205 
Mathews,  John,  190 
Maukel,  Joan,  23 

Robert,  23,  25 

Roger,  23 

Maurice,  Alice,  1S9 

Jane,  189 

Theodore,  1S9 

Mawbanke,  Francis,  148 
Mawditt,  Edward,  112 
Mayor  [Mazyor],  Ezechiel,  140 

Mary,  140 

Mellersh  [Mellish],  Henry,  145 

Martha,  145 

Merc  [Merk],  Agnes,  7,  39 

Andrew  de,  7,  8 

Eutropius  de,  6,  7,  9,  17,  38 

— Henry  de,  7,  9,  14,  39 

Juliana,  7,  33 

Lora,  8 

Petronilla  de,  38 

Ralph,  7 

-■  - Rose,  7 

Thomas,  8 

Meredith,  Alice,  178 
John,  178 

Mereworth,  100,  101,  no,  156 

Merk.  See  Merc 

Merks  in  Raydon,  Manor  of,  *26 

Merryott,  Jane,  144 

Messynge,  66 

Meynell,  Dorothy,  191 

Godfrey,  191 

Michael,  Prior  of  St.  Peter’s,  Ipswich,  8 

Michel,  John,  72 

Middleton,  Kent,  83,  102,  103 

Milton,  Kent,  96,  97,  112 

Minshull,  Mary,  226 

Thomas,  226 

Mistelegh  [Misteleth],  Robert  de,  46,  49, 

75 

Mistley  [Mysteley,  Mystlegh],  51,  53,  56,  57, 

63,  65,  66,  79 
Molton,  George,  85 
Molyneux,  alias  Lyvyour,  Henry,  176 
Monyng,  Richard,  202 
More,  Joan  de  la,  21 

Robert  de  la,  21 

— — — Sir  Thomas,  126 
Mori  [Mory],  Hugh,  15,  41,  42 

Margery,  16 

Osbert,  41 

William,  16 

Morris  [Maurice],  Blanche,  187 


Morris,  Daniel,  187 

Edward,  187,  188,  189,  200 

Elinor,  187,  200 

Hugh,  187 

- Valentine,  194 
Mortymer,  David,  78,  79;  80 
Mouche,  Alice,  122 
— John,  122 
Mowbray,  Anne,  165 

Elizabeth,  165 

— ■ John,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  34,  75,  165 

Thomas,  165 

Muche  Wigborowghe,  66 
“ Muchelfeld  ” of  Raydon,  24 
Muglestone  [Mugliston],  Hannah,  147 

John,  147 

Martha,  147 

Mulso,  Edmund,  78,  79 
Munchensy,  Agasia,  13 

Eufemia  de,  2 1 

Hubert  de,  10,  11,  15,  16 

Roger  de,  II,  13,  16 

Myddleton,  Sir  Thomas,  188 
Mylles,  Mary,  69 
Matthew,  69 

Nerford,  Dame  Ida  de,  24,  43 

Petronilla,  11,  29,  32,  47 

William  de,  1 1 , 29,  47 

Nettlestead  [Netelsted,  Netylsted],  85,  87,  95 
100,  101,  108,  109,  no,  112 
Neuton,  Henry  de,  25 

Nevill  [Nevell],  Sir  Edward,  87,  98,  107 
166 

Elizabeth,  166 

George,  83,  84,  104,  166 

Sir  George,  103 

Sir  Henry,  99 

Katherine,  87,  98,  107 

Ralph,  166 

Rose,  1 81 

Thomas,  83,  103 

— — • Sir  Thomas,  87,  89 

William,  181 

Newlond,  64,  65 
Newman,  83,  103 
Newneham,  Sir  Thomas,  125 
Newton  Manor,  32 
Nicholas,  John,  63 
Norfolk,  Alice,  Countess  of,  24 

Elizabeth,  Duchess  of,  165 

John,  Duke  of,  54,  75,  165 

— — - Thomas  Mowbray,  Duke  of,  165 
Earl  of,  24 

Earl  of,  son  of  Roger  Bigod,  10 

Norreys.  See  Tong 
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Northwode  [Norhwode],  Robert  de,  15,  18, 
40,  41 

Will,  de,  42-44 

Norwych,  Robert,  122 

Odo,  Bishop  of  Bayeux,  4,  10 
Odolveshou,  Roger  de,  43 
Okenhill,  25 
Oldis,  John,  144 

Margaret,  144 

Op,  or  Up,  Roger,  119 
Ormond,  Avice,  27 

Sir  James  de,  27 

Thomas,  Earl  of,  59 

heirs,  56 

Osborne  [Osbern],  Jeffery,  80 

Mary,  140 

William,  140 

Oset,  William,  152 
Otley,  Thomas,  136 
Oxbroke,  Roger,  1 55 

Paget,  Alderman  Robert,  62 
Palmer,  John,  128 
Pand,  John  de,  39 

Roger  de,  39 

Thomas  de,  39 

Parke,  John,  127 
Parker,  Alice,  218 

Humphrey,  218 

Robert  le,  70 

Parkers,  Ramsey,  51,  57,  61,  63,  65,  66,  73, 
80,  82 

Pascale,  Duce,  17,  42 
Paschalys  land,  30 
Pate,  John,  21 5 
Paulyn,  William,  151 
Payns  Herne,  66 
Peckham,  East,  83-115 
Pedde,  William,  60 
Pegge,  Ann,  191 

Christopher,  191 

Peitune,  John  de,  9,  40 

Peter  de,  40 

Pelham,  Nicholas,  Park  of,  86 
Pembroke,  Countess  of,  52 
Penge,  129 

Penrose,  Capt.  Thomas,  188 
Perhain,  25 
Peverel,  John,  25 
Philpot,  John,  126 
Pickering,  Alice,  222 
- — - Francis,  222 
Pickhill,  Co.  Denbigh,  184 
Piers,  Thomas,  135 
Pilecokesland  [Pilecochesland],  39 


Pinel,  Ralph,  4 
Pineworth,  John  de,  74 
Platte,  Hugh,  138 
“ Pleynauntes,”  76 
Plumstead,  155 
Polested,  Hugh  de,  10 
Poninges.  See  Poynings 
Porter,  Lawrence,  147 

Owen,  147 

William,  139 

Powell,  Anne,  213 

Jane,  183 

Sir  Thomas,  183 

Powys,  William,  Earl  of,  189 
Poynes  or  Poyntz,  William,  154 
Poynings  [Poninges,  Ponynggs],  Edward, 
154 

Hawise,  25 

Michael  de,  47 

Sir  Nicholas,  25 

Prestland,  Lancelot,  215,  220 

Lawrence,  221 

Thomas,  202,  204,  215 

Preston,  Mary,  148 
— — Sarah,  148 
Prichard,  Margaret,  148 

Mary,  223 

Richard,  148 

Theodore,  148 

Prickles  Hill,  86 
Pritchett,  Mary,  145 
Puch,  John,  41 
Puleston,  Anne,  179 

Edward,  177 

John,  177,  179,  184 

Margaret,  177 

Maud,  175,  177 

Sir  Roger,  177 

Pullyfers  Manor,  96,  97 
Purdham,  Margaret,  142 
Pyrford,  139-149 
“ Pyriefeld  ” in  Raydon,  25,  31 

Querdeboef,  Agnes,  34 
John,  34 

Raghener,  Alice,  156 

William,  156 

Rainsford,  Elizabeth,  71 

Sir  John,  101 

Ralph  of  the  Bridge,  40,  41 
Ralph  the  fuller,  42 
Ramsey,  Essex,  23,  30,  46,  48-82 
Ramsey,  Elizabeth,  30 
— — Matilda,  30 
William  de,  30,  61 
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Ravyn,  Edward,  66,  67 

Johanne,  66 

Rawden.  See  Roydon 
Raydon  [Reindune,  Reindunia,  Reydon], 
Suffolk,  3-1 1,  66,  72,  75-77 

Charters  of,  15,  23.  38-47 

Church,  3,  46,  47,  77 

Tombstone  of  Sir  Robt.  Reydon  in, 

32 

— Hall,  3 

Raydon  or  Roydon  in  Orford,  5 
Raynesford.  See  Rainsford 
Regedon.  See  Roydon,  Norfolk 
Reidun.  See  Roydon 
Reignold,  Katherine,  187 
Robert  John,  1S7 

Reindon,  Reindun,  Reindunia.  See  Roydon, 
Raydon 

Rekedons  Ermitage,  64,  65 
Rensford,  John,  81 
Reskew,  Joan,  156 
Rewenhall,  64,  65 
Reyce  MSS.,  56,  57,  58 
Reydon  [Reindun],  Suffolk,  5 
Reydon.  Also  see  Raydon,  Roydon 
Reymes,  Albreda,  22 

Gilbert  de,  22 

Hugh  de,  23 

John  de,  42.  44,  45 

— — Nichola,  22 

Robert  de,  20,  22,  29,  31 

Roger  de,  28 

family,  Arms  of,  3 1 

Reyndon.  See  Roydon 
Richard  III.,  166 
Richard  the  clerk,  43 
Richardson,  Anne,  144 

John,  145,  146 

William,  144 

Ridoen,  Ridon.  See  Roydon 
Rikedons  Ermitage,  64,  65 
Ringes  [Rynges],  83,  99,  102,  no,  114 
Risley,  John,  154 
Robert  the  miller,  31 

Alice,  wife  of,  3 1 

Roberts,  John,  215,  220,  221 
Robinson,  Jane,  193 

—William,  193 

Rochester,  Dean  and  Chapter,  100 

Roden,  Rodon,  Rodyn,  Roidon.  See  Roydon 

Roiges,  Peter  de,  6,  38 

Rooden.  See  Roydon 

Roper,  William,  126 

Ros,  Maud,  1 1 

William  de,  1 1 

Rose,  the,  Witham,  63,  64,  65 


Roydon  [Rawden,  Reidun,  Reindon,  Reindun, 
Reindunia,  Reydon,  Reyndon,  Ridoen, 
Ridon,  Roden,  Rodon,  Rodyn,  Roidon, 
Rooden,  Royden,  Roytone,  Ruindun, 
Rydon] : 

Affra,  of  Canterbury,  68 

Agnes,  of  Battersea,  135 

of  Burton,  207 

of  East  Wickham,  154 

of  Pyrford,  146 

— - of  Ramsey,  53 

Alan  de,  of  Devon,  150 

Alexander,  of  Battersea,  138 

of  Raydon,  17,  18,  42,  43 

Alfric  de,  of  Raydon,  6,  38,  39 

Alice,  a servant,  54 

of  Battersea,  135,  137 

of  Burton  (dau.  of  Roger),  207, 

208,  210 

of  Burton  (dau.  of  Wm.),  207 

of  Dartford,  156 

of  Devon,  150 

of  E.  Peckham,  85,  86,  92,  95, 

97,  100,  101,  104,  106,  109,  1 12 

of  Holt  (wife  of  Owen  ?),  222 

of  Holt  (wife  of  Thos.),  215,  216 

— — of  Isycoed,  177,  178 

of  Pyrford,  140 

— -of  Pyrford  (wife  of  Robt.),  143, 

144 

of  Raydon,  20,  24,  25,  43-45 

of  Raydon  (dau.  of  John),  26 

— - — - — — of  West  Mailing,  156 

of  Weybridge,  144 

Andrew  de,  of  Axminster,  150 

Ann,  of  Battersea,  131,  138 

Anne,  of  Bristol,  185,  186 

of  Burton,  207,  210 

of  Bvfleet,  147 

of  E.  Peckham,  85,  86,  88,  89, 

104,  155 

of  Essex,  69 

of  Holt  (wife  of  Rich.),  219 

— — of  Holt  (dau.  of  Rich.),  219 

of  Holt  (wife  of  Thos.),  212 

of  Holt,  223 

of  Isycoed  (wife  of  John  III.),  180, 

182 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  V.),  188, 

189 

— — — of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  Roger  II.),  183, 

186 

of  London,  157 

— — of  Mereworth,  156 

of  Pyrford,  140,  142,  145 

of  Pyrford  (wife  of  Robt.),  146 
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Roydon,  Anne,  of  Pyrford  (dau.  of  Robt.),  148 

of  Pyrford  (dau.  of  John),  148 

of  Ramsey,  67 

Annis,  of  Canterbury,  69 

Arthur,  of  Holt,  218 

of  Isycoed,  188,  189 

Ascelin  de,  of  Raydon,  39 

Avice,  of  Raydon,  29 

Catherine,  of  E.  Peckham,  85 

Cecily,  of  Ramsey,  57 

Charles,  of  Holt,  189,  199 

of  Isycoed,  188 

of  Isycoed  (son  of  Chas.),  189 

(d.  1686),  of  Isycoed  (son  of 

John  VI.),  190 

— of  Isycoed  (grandson  of  John  VI.), 

190 

Christian,  of  Pyrford,  140 

Christopher,  69 

of  Canterbury,  68 

— — of  Ramsey,  62-66 

Denis,  of  Battersea,  13S 

of  Raydon,  14 

Dorothy,  of  Bristol,  186 

of  Burton,  207,  208,  210 

— of  Holt,  219 

of  Isycoed,  182,  199 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  Roger  I.),  180 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  Roger  II.), 

183 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  II.),  177, 

178 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  III.), 

182 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  V.),  188, 

189 

— of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  VI.),  190, 

191 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  Chas.),  190 

Edmund,  of  Battersea,  125,  131 

Edward,  physician,  157 

of  Battersea,  138 

— of  Canterbury,  67,  68,  69 

of  Hersham,  146 

of  Holt,  222 

of  Pyrford,  146 

— — - Eleanor,  of  E.  Peckham,  87,  1 1 1 

of  Isycoed,  185 

of  Isycoed  (wife  of  John  V.),  187, 

188 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  V.),  188, 

189 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  Chas.),  189 

Elizabeth,  of  Battersea,  138 

— — -of  Battersea  (dau.  of  Robt.),  122, 

123,  124,  137,  139 
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Roydon,  Elizabeth,  of  Battersea  (wife  of 
Hen.),  126,  127 

—  of  E.  Peckham,  67,  85,  86,  89,  104 

—  of  East  Wickham,  154 

of  Holt,  223 

of  Holt  (dau.  of  Thos.),  214,  216 

of  Holt  (dau.  of  Owen),  222 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  I.),  175, 

179,  202 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  II.),  177, 

179 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  III.),  180 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  Roger  II.), 

183,  187 

of  Isycoed  (wife  of  Chas.),  190 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  Chas.),  190 

of  Isycoed  (wife  of  John  VIII.),  192 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  VIII.), 

192 

of  Pyrford  (d,  1612)  (wife  of  Wm.), 

139 

of  Pyrford  (dau.  of  Wm.),  140 

of  Pyrford  (granddau.  of  Wm.), 

140,  142 

of  Pyrford  (dau.  of  Robt.),  142 

of  Pyrford  (wife  of  Wm.,  d.  1672), 

146 

of  Pyrford  (dau.  of  Wm.,  d.  1672), 

146 

— - of  Ramsey  (dau.  of  John),  62 

— — of  Ramsey  (dau.  of  Thos.),  58 

of  Ramsey  (wife  of  Walter),  50-53, 

72,  74 

of  Raydon,  30 

of  West  Mailing,  156 

Ellen,  of  Battersea,  138 

— - of  Burton,  207 

of  Holt,  222,  223 

of  Holt  (wife  of  Peter),  222 

of  Holt  (wife  of  John),  220,  221 

— - of  Pyrford,  146 

Emmanuel  (or  Samuel),  of  Isycoed,  183, 

185 

Eustace,  of  Ramsey,  64,  67 

— - — - Floria,  of  Raydon,  31 

Frances,  of  Isycoed,  190,  191 

Francis,  of  West  Mailing,  156 

Geoffrey  de,  of  Raydon,  9,  10 

George,  of  E.  Peckham,  83,  84,  86,  87, 

95,  98,  100,  104,  106,  109 

of  Holt,  222,  223 

Griffin,  of  Ramsey,  51,  74 

Gwenhwyfar,  of  Isycoed,  175 

Harry,  of  Battersea,  124,  13 1 

Hawise,  of  Raydon,  25,  26 

— — Henrie  Jackson,  alias,  138 
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Roydon,  Henry,  of  Battersea,  1 21-124,  126, 
127,  135-138 
will,  136 

of  Battersea  (son  of  Hen.),  122- 

127,  136,  137 

of  Canterbury,  69 

of  Gresford,  222 

of  Littleton,  156 

of  Pyrford,  146 

of  Talworth,  148 

Hugh,  213 

of  Bristol,  185 

of  Bromfield,  166,  167,  168 

of  Holt,  220,  221,  222 

(1),  of  Isycoed,  171-1 74 

(2),  of  Isycoed,  172 

of  Raydon,  18 

Ibot,  of  Devon,  15 1 

Ida,  of  Raydon,  16,  17,  31,  41 

Isabel,  of  Battersea,  134,  135 

of  Bromfield,  166,  167 

James,  199 

of  Isycoed,  183,  185 

of  Mereworth,  156 

Jane,  213,  219 

of  Battersea,  13 1 

of  Bristol,  185 

of  Burton,  207 

— — of  Holt,  223,  224 

of  Holt  (dau.  of  Thos.),  214,  216 

— of  Holt  (dau.  of  Rich.),  219,  225 

of  Holt  (dau.  of  John),  220,  221 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  II.),  177, 

178 

of  Isycoed  (wife  of  Roger  II.),  183 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  V.),  188, 

189 

of  Isycoed  (wife  of  Wm.),  186 

of  Isycoed  (wife  of  John  IX.),  193 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  IX.),  193, 

194 

of  Pyrford,  140,  142 

[Joan],  of  Ramsey,  59-61 

of  Raydon,  80 

Joan,  of  Battersea,  127,  128,  136 

of  Byfleet,  144 

of  Chertsey,  140 

of  E.  Peckham,  97,  100,  106,  109, 

ill,  114 

of  Egham,  144 

of  Holt,  220,  221 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  II.),  177, 

178 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  III.),  180, 

18 1 

of  Littleton,  156 


Roydon,  Joan,  of  Pyrford,  145 

[Jane],  of  Ramsey,  59-61 

- — the  Marshal,  of  Raydon,  31 

John  (d.  1693),  190 

of  Badingham,  34 

(1),  of  Battersea,  119,  121,  123, 

124 

will,  134 

(2),  of  Battersea,  131 

(1),  of  Bristol,  183,  185 

(2),  of  Bristol,  186 

(1),  of  Burton,  204,  206 

(2),  of  Burton,  207 

of  Burton,  177 

of  Canterbury,  69 

of  Dartford,  155 

of  Devon,  150 

of  E.  Peckham  (neph.  of  Thos.  the 

Elder),  96,  101,  109,  no,  1 13 

of  E.  Peckham  (supposed  son  of 

Thos.  the  Elder),  85 

of  East  Wickham,  154 

of  Exeter,  150 

of  Holt,  207,  223-225 

of  Holt  (son  of  Rich.),  214,  219 

of  Holt  (son  of  Owen),  222 

of  Isycoed,  185,  198,  216 

(1),  of  Isycoed  (d.  1513),  173-176, 

202-204 

(2),  of  Isycoed  (d.  1568),  175-177, 

202-204,  220 

(3),  of  Isycoed,  177-180,  182 

(4),  of  Isycoed,  180 

(5),  of  Isycoed  (d.  1667),  187,  188 

— (6),  of  Isycoed  (d.  1670),  188,  189 

(7),  of  Isycoed  (son  of  Chas.),  190 

(8),  of  Isycoed  (d.  1677),  190-192 

(9),  of  Isycoed  (d.  1699),  193 

of  Isycoed  (son  of  Thos.),  184 

of  Isycoed  (son  of  Wm.),  201 

Rector  of  Little  Waltham,  69 

of  London,  156,  157 

of  Merford,  169 

of  Mildenhall,  54 

of  Poulton,  189 

of  Pyrford,  145,  146,  148 

of  Ramsey,  62,  63,  67,  82 

of  Ramsey  (son  of  Walter),  51,  53, 

55>  57,  74,  76 

of  Ramsey  (son  of  Thos.),  61,  62, 

80-82 

of  Ramsey  (son  of  John),  62,  63, 

66,  67 

— of  Raydon,  24-30,  44 

of  Saxony,  1 57 

of  Stanway,  53,  54 
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Roydon,  John,  of  Talworth,  148 

of  Upminster,  18 

Judith,  of  E.  Peckham,  88 

Katherine,  81 

of  Bedwall,  190 

of  Burton,  207 

of  E.  Peckham,  87,  98,  100,  106, 

ill 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  Chas.),  189 

of  Isycoed  (wife  of  Hugh),  171,  172 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  Hugh),  172, 

173,  202-204 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  I.),  175, 

202 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  VI.),  190, 

191 

of  Mereworth,  156 

of  Ramsey  (wife  of  Thos.),  54, 

57,  75 

of  Ramsey  (dau.  of  John),  62 

of  Ramsey  (wife  of  Christ.),  63-66 

Lancelot,  of  Isycoed,  175,  201 

Lora,  of  Raydon,  18,  22 

of  Ramsey,  45,  49 

Margaret,  of  Battersea,  135,  136 

— - — ■ — — of  Burton  (wife  of  John),  206 

of  Burton  (wife  of  Roger),  207,  208 

of  Burton  (dau.  of  Roger),  207,  208 

of  Burton  (dau.  of  Wm.),  207 

of  Canterbury,  68 

of  Essex,  69 

of  E.  Peckham  (wife  of  Thos.), 

83-86,  88,  89,  95-97,  101 , 104, 
no,  in,  114 

of  E.  Peckham  (dau.  of  Thos.), 

85,  88,  104 

of  East  Wickham,  154 

of  Holt,  169 

of  Holt  (wife  of  Thos.),  212 

of Isycoed,  199 

of  Isycoed  (wife  of  Roger),  178 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  Wm.),  186 

of  Isycoed  (wife  of  Chas.),  188,  189 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  Chas.),  189 

of  Mereworth,  1 56 

of  Pyrford  (wife  of  Wm.),  142 

— — of  Pyrford  (dau.  of  Robt.),  144 

of  Ramsey,  62 

Margery,  of  Battersea,  136 

of  Bristol,  185 

of  Raydon,  28,  29,  31-33,  46,  47, 

5h  55,  73,  74,  76 

Martha,  of  Byfleet,  147 

- — of  Pyrford,  145,  146 

Mary,  of  Battersea,  138 

of  Bristol,  185 


Roydon,  Mary,  of  Canterbury,  68,  69 

of  E.  Peckham,  85,  86,  92,  104 

of  Holt,  223 

of  Holt  (wife  of  Owen),  226 

of  Holt  (dau.  of  Rich.),  219 

— — of  Isycoed,  224 

— — - of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  Chas.),  190 

of  Isycoed  (wife  of  John  VIII.), 

192 

of  Pyrford,  140,  142,  148 

of  Ramsey,  63,  66,  67 

Matthew,  of  Battersea,  138 

Maud,  of  Holt,  219 

of  Isycoed,  177,  178,  202 

Morris,  of  Isycoed,  188 

—  Nicholas,  of  Battersea,  120,  121,  123, 

138 

of  Pyrford,  1 45,  148 

Rector  of  Raydon,  9 

Osbert,  of  Raydon,  39 

Owen,  of  Holt  (son  of  Peter),  222,  226 

of  Holt,  223 

- — — Paulin,  of  Isycoed,  183,  185 

Peter,  of  Holt,  220,  221,  222 

(1),  of  Raydon,  15,  16,  18,  41 

— — (2),  of  Raydon,  30,  31,  37 

Philip,  of  London,  157 

Priscilla,  of  Canterbury,  68 

Ralph,  of  Burton,  207 

of  East  Wickham,  154,  155 

— — — — - of  Hintlesham,  34 

of  Ramsey,  20,  25,  30,  32,  36,  44, 

45.  48-50,  52,  72,  73,  76 

Richard,  5,  6,  53 

of  Bromfield,  166,  167,  168 

of  East  Peckham,  155 

of  Holt,  177,  218,  223-225 

— - — of  Holt  (de  Kingsley),  213,  214, 

216 

-of  Holt  (son  of  Thos.),  213,  214, 

216,  218 

of  Isycoed,  172 

— — of  Isycoed  (son  of  Chas.),  189 

of  Isycoed  (son  of  John  V.),  188 

of  Raydon,  14,  15,  18,  34,  38,  40 

of  Raydon  (bro.  of  Sir  Robt.),  30 

of  West  Mailing,  156 

Robert  de,  52,  70,  144,  145 

- — — (d.  1303),  22 

(d.  1468),  54,  75 

of  Battersea,  120,  121,  132 

- — — of  Battersea  (son  of  John),  135,  136 

of  Battersea  (son  of  Hen.),  122, 

123,  124,  136,  137  (will) 

of  Bristol,  185 

—  of  Byfleet,  143,  146,  147 
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Roydon,  Robert  (1),  of  Chertsey,  140,  142, 
144-146 

(2),  of  Chertsey  (d.  1685),  145,  146 

(3),  of  Chertsey  (b.  1630),  146 

(4),  of  Chertsey,  147 

(5),  of  Chertsey  (son  of  Win.),  145, 

146 

of  Devon,  151 

of  East  Wickham,  154 

of  Egham,  144 

of  Hersham,  146 

of  Isycoed,  223 

of  London,  151-154,  156 

(1),  of  Pyrford,  142,  143 

(2),  of  Pyrford,  143 

of  Ramsey  (son  of  Ralph),  46,  49, 

SO 

of  Ramsey  (son  of  John),  54,  56, 

75-79 

of  Ramsey  (bro.  of  Thomas),  61 

of  Raydon  (son  of  Siward),  41 

(1),  of  Raydon,  6,  9,  14,  39 

(2),  of  Raydon,  6,  7,  9,  14,  15, 

39 

Sir  Robert  I.,  of  Raydon,  11,  15,  16,  17, 

41,  42 

Sir  Robert  II.,  of  Raydon,  17,  18,  20-37, 

42-49,  5L  55,  56,  73,  76 

Robert,  of  Raydon,  17,  18 

of  Woking,  144,  147 

Roger  (1),  of  Bristol,  183,  185,  186 

(2),  of  Bristol,  185,  1 86 

(3),  of  Bristol,  186 

of  Burton,  207 

of  Devon,  150 

- — of  Esclusham,  173 

of  Gresford,  207 

of  Holt,  223 

of  Isycoed,  181 

of  Isycoed  (son  of  Charles),  190 

of  Isycoed  (son  of  John  II.),  177, 

178 

of  Isycoed  (son  of  John  III.),  180, 

182 

of  Raydon,  27,  29,  30,  32,  34,  36, 

46,  76 

Rose,  of  Battersea,  13 1 

of  Holt,  220,  221 

of  Isycoed  (wife  of  John  I.),  175, 

202,  203 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  III.),  180, 

181 

Samuel,  of  Isycoed,  186 

(or  Emmanuel),  of  Isycoed,  183, 

185 

Sarah,  of  Byfleet,  147 


Roydon,  Sibyl,  of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  I.), 
175,202 

of  Isycoed  (dau.  of  John  II.),  177, 

178 

Siward  de,  41 

Stephen,  of  Battersea.,  120 

of  Hoxne,  34 

Susanna,  of  Bristol,  186 

of  Talworth,  148 

Tamazina,  servant,  159 

Thomas,  of  Battersea,  137 

of  Bedwall,  183,  184,  186 

of  Bromfield,  166,  167,  168 

the  Elder,  of  E.  Peckham,  61,  67, 

69,  83-85,  87,  89,  95-101,  104, 
106-m,  114 

the  Younger,  of  E.  Peckham,  85- 

87,  96,  97,  101-103, 106,  IIO,  III 

of  E.  Peckham  (son  of  Geo.),  87, 

95,  97,  106,  109 

of  Freston,  34 

— — of  Haverhill,  61 

of  Holt,  199,  223 

of  Holt  (Bailiff  of  Wrexham),  212 

— of  Plolt  (son  of  Richard),  2 13-2 14 

of  Holt  (son  of  Thomas),  214,  215, 

221,  225 

of  Isycoed  (son  of  John  II.),  177, 

178 

of  Isycoed  (son  of  John  III.),  180 

of  London,  157 

■ of  Ramsey,  54-60,  75,  77,  78,  80,  81 

of  Ramsey  (son  of  Thomas),  59-61, 

83 

of  Raydon,  34 

of  Raydon  (son  of  Peter),  18 

of  Raydon  (bro.  of  Sir  Robt.  II.), 

25.  3°,  31 

Ursula,  67 

— — - Wade  de,  of  Raydon,  6 

Walter,  of  Essex,  29 

of  Ramsey,  33,  49’53»  55.  72-74,  76 

of  Raydon,  25,  28-30,  32,  47,  55 

yeoman  of  Bp.  of  Winchester,  29, 

36 

Warin  de,  of  Raydon,  14,  15,  40 

William  de,  5 

— — -of  Battersea,  120-123,  131,  135 

of  Bristol,  185,  186 

— of  Bromfield,  166,  167,  168 

of  Burton,  206,  207 

of  Burton,  “ the  Red  Receiver,” 

205,  206 

of  Devon,  150 

of  E.  Peckham,  84,  87,  89,  95-97, 

99,  100,  104-106,  108,  109,  in 


INDEX 


241 


Roydon,  William,  Rector  of  Gresford,  175, 
177,  200-202 

of  Higham,  34 

of  Holt,  199,  223 

of  Isycoed  (son  of  Hugh),  172 

of  Isycoed  (son  of  Roger  II.),  183, 

186 

of  Leystone,  34 

— of  London,  156 

of  Pyrford,  1 27 

(1),  of  Pyrford  (d.  161 1),  139 

(2),  of  Pyrford  (d.  1616),  140,  142, 

143 

of  Pyrford  (son  of  Wm.  2),  142,  143 

of  Pyrford  (son  of  Robt.),  145,  146 

— — of  Ramsey,  46,  49 

Sir  William,  of  Raydon,  9,  14,  15,  39 

William,  of  Raydon  (son  of  Sir  Wm.), 

15-  16,  17 

— Rector  of  Raydon,  23,  25,  30-32, 

45 

of  Raydon  (son  of  Sir  Robt.  II.), 

24,  43 

— — - — — “ Araz,”  of  Raydon,  30 

the  Marshal,  of  Raydon,  30 

of  Raydon,  5,  17,  18,  42,  43 

of  St.  Clement  Danes,  143 

Rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Cray,  156 

of  Talworth,  147 

of  Wapping,  138 

Roydon  (Ruindun),  Essex,  5 

near  Diss  (Regedon),  5 

near  King’s  Lynn  (Reidun,  Rydon), 

5 

Roydon  Hall,  East  Peckham.  See  Fortune 

Hall,  Isycoed,  195 

Hall,  Ramsey,  48,  59,  61,  63,  66,  80,  84 

Roy  tone.  See  Roydon 

Ruabon,  177,  207 
Rud,  Andrew,  138 
Ruely,  Geoffrey,  75 
Ruindun.  See  Roydon 

Ruly,  Hubert  de,  17 
Russell,  Elizabeth,  142 

John,  142 

Rydon.  See  Roydon 
Rynges.  See  Ringes 
Ryvenhall,  66 

St.  Antholin’s,  Budge  Row,  London,  92 
St.  Botolph’s,  Colchester,  8,  30 
St.  Clement’s,  Ipswich,  59 
St.  Giles’s,  Cripplegate,  91 
St.  John,  Alice,  92 

Elizabeth,  129 

Honor,  92,  113 


St.  John,  John,  92 

Sir  John,  130 

Nicholas,  92,  128 

Oliver,  92,  112,  128 

St.  Katherine  by  the  Tower,  Hospital  of,  8 
St.  Margaret  by  Rochester,  99,  102,  112 
St.  Margaret’s,  Westminster,  215 
St.  Martin,  Thomas  de,  42 

William  de,  33 

St.  Mary  Key,  Ipswich,  69 

St.  Mary’s  Chapel,  Smalebriggs,  25 

St.  Nicholas’s  Church,  Ipswich,  56 

St.  Peter,  Ipswich,  8,  1 5,  57 

Salisbury,  John,  180 

Samford  Hundred,  Suffolk,  3 

Sandebruyl,  Geoff.,  41 

Sandon  Manor,  122 

Saunders,  Thomas,  144 

Says,  Matthew,  201 

Schagh,  John  atte,  30 

Seal  of  Alice  Reydon,  20 

— - — - of  John  Reydon,  36 

of  Sir  Robt.  Reydon  II.,  20,  36 

See,  Francis,  67 
Sesswick,  Co.  Denbigh,  184 
Sewale,  Rob.,  46 

Roger,  74 

Seymor,  Lord,  108 

Sir  Thomas,  108 

Sheninge  [Shemyng],  Thomas,  99 
Shepperton,  1 56 
Sherrington,  Gilbert,  102 
Shone,  John,  185 
Shukburgh,  William,  152 
Sibyll,  Thomas,  156 
Sidney,  Sir  Philip,  67 
Sinnacle,  Henry,  143 

Sittingbourne  [Sithingboume],  83,  96,  102, 

103 

Skipwith  [Skypwith],  Anthony,  83 

Jane,  80 

William,  61,  80,  103 

William,  the  Younger,  83 

Sloper,  Jane,  185 

Robert,  185 

Smyth,  John,  65 

Richard,  179 

William,  1 50 

Snowe,  Robert,  67 

Soleny  [Sulnv],  Sir  Alfred  de,  11,  45 

John  de,  33,  42,  45 

Sollers,  John,  122,  124 
Somerset,  Edward,  Duke  of,  108 
Son  of  Alexander,  Will.,  41,  42 

of  Ascelin,  Osbert,  6,  7,  8,  14,  39,  40 

of  Ascelin,  Robert,  15,  39,  40 
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Son  of  Eadmund,  John,  15,  39,  40,  41 

of  Eadmund,  Robert,  39 

of  Elwi,  Geoffrey,  40 

of  Emold,  John,  40 

of  Etard,  Ralph,  3S 

of  Gilbert,  Acelin,  6,  3S 

of  Gilbert,  Alexander,  6,  17,  39 

of  Goding  or  God  wine,  Nicholas,  S 

of  H.  the  Reeve,  Gilbert,  40 

of  Henry,  Warin,  15 

of  Hugh  the  clerk,  Stephen,  40 

of  Nigel,  Sired,  40 

of  Norman,  Gilbert,  3S 

of  Oldam,  Richard,  40 

of  Osbert,  Robert,  15 

of  Richard,  John,  40 

of  Richard,  Peter,  40 

of  Robert,  William,  40,  41 

Dyonisia,  his  wife,  40 

of  Thomas,  Richard,  41 

of  Walchir,  Warin,  38 

of  Warin,  Rob.,  38 

of  Will.,  Rob.,  43,  44 

of  William  son  of  Stephen,  William,  41 

of  Wimund,  John,  39 

Sotherton,  John,  126 
Southewell,  Dorothy,  96,  109 

Sir  Robert,  87,  89,  96,  101,  109 

Southwolde,  Robert  de,  49 
Soylard,  Hugh,  23,  45 
Speed,  David,  222 

William,  190 

Spenlye,  Henry,  75 
Spigget,  Mary,  69 
Spynk,  John,  155 
Stacy  [Stace],  Joan,  23 

Thomas,  23,  35 

Stafford,  Avice,  27 

Humphrey,  27 

Matilda,  27 

Sir  Richard,  27 

Stanbank,  Edmund,  64,  65,  66,  67 
Stanfeld,  Mathew  de,  40,  41 

Rob.  de,  40 

Stanley,  Sir  William,  166 
Stanstead,  Essex,  15 
Stanton,  Martha,  140 

Matthew,  140 

Stanway,  54,  81 
Starr,  Ann,  140 

Christian,  142 

William,  142 

Staunton,  Amfrid  de,  72 
Steart,  Susanna,  186 
Stoneham,  Walter,  123 
Stratford,  23,  47 


Sturmede,  10 

Suffolk,  Charles  Brandon,  Duke  of,  174 
Suliard,  William,  122 
Sulny.  See  Soleny 
Sutton  (Isycoed),  179,  1S3 
Sutton,  Alice,  26 

David,  175 

Elenor,  203 

Griffin  de,  74 

John,  204 

Sir  John  de,  74 

Katherine,  175 

Margaret,  203 

Margery,  26 

Suwell,  John,  81 

Sydenham  [Sydnam],  Joan,  no 

John,  85,  86,  87,  no 

Sydyngborne.  See  Sittingbourne 

Talemasche,  Hugh,  22,  43,  44,  45 

Sir  Hugh,  22 

Talworth,  145 

Tannere,  John,  155 

Tastard  [Testard],  Annora,  53 

John,  28 

Taylor,  Richard,  124 

Thomas,  145 

Tey  [Tye],  Robert  of,  8 
Thorncombe  Street,  145 
Throgmorton  [Throkmorton],  Clement,  87, 
no 

Katherine,  1 10 

Nicholas,  90 

Thomas,  93,  100 

Throwelhel,  39 
Tidderley’s  Survey,  177 
Tidmarsh,  John,  147 

Mary,  147 

Timperley,  John,  57,  69,  75 

Roger,  57 

Thomas,  69 

Todenham,  Robert  de,  32 
Tofft  [Toft,  Touft,  Tuft],  Alexander  de,  16, 
4G  43 

— — Augustine  de,  4 1 

William  de,  18,  43,  44 

Tomson,  Henry,  81 
Tong, John,  124 

alias  Norrey,  Thomas,  124 

Touft.  See  Tofft 
Trafford,  Jane,  207 

Thomas,  207 

Tregoz,  Oliver  St.  John,  Baron,  129 
Trence,  Elizabeth,  179 

Thomas,  179 

Trevor,  Ellen,  207 
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Trevor,  Ellis,  179 

John,  208 

Randle,  207 

Tuft.  See  Tofft 
Tunstall,  96,  104.  105 
Turcke,  Bridget,  127 

Henry,  127 

Tumour,  Richard,  152,  154 
Turton  (Norfolk),  10 
Twisden,  Sir  John  R.,  91 
Twysden  [Twiesden,  Twisden,  Twysenden, 
Twysynden],  Bennet,  89 
Catherine,  89 

Elizabeth,  91,  95,  97,  99,  101,  106,  109, 

no 

Margaret,  89 

Roger,  86,  89,  90,  91 

Sir  Roger,  89,  91 

Sir  Thomas,  89 

William,  89,  95,  108 

Sir  William,  89 

Tye.  See  Tey 
Tyffyn,  Henry,  179 

Maud,  179 

Tylletson,  Mr.,  56,  57 
Tymperley.  See  Timperley 

Up.  See  Op 
Upminster,  54 

Urmston,  Ellen  (Elinor),  185 

Vallibus,  de.  See  Vaux 
Vaughan,  Charles,  90 
— — Cuthbert,  89,  90,  91 

Elizabeth  [Marie],  86,  89,  90,  91 
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